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Mr. C. Elton Bl:meh:ml. a W('Htern ('IHtor when any lone pictures the appalling horl'Ors
who terrorizt·s his tmhlolcrlhpl's intn Hettling ar· that wonld result from abolition of the State,
rC'lr"~i;I'P hy threatening to send t.\wm his it wil1 he possible to answer, on high Mug-
~.d·'O<1;('al forever if they don't po.;;' IIp (in this wump authority, that, frightful as those horrors
case t1;" plan Rhould work to a (~i',l1'm), has III'l'n Imay b(l, they are less horrible than the ncces­
parading for months with a chip on his !lhoultlt·r Hity of parting annually with G5 per cent. of
in the hope of inducing" sOlue Anarchillt. of lone's income. The next man who shall ask me
accpptahie standing" to puh.licly d(·hat<~ with. Iwhat I propose to do without the police will be
him. But who si~ns the ered{~ntiaI8 that lllltah· trlUmphant)y referred to Mr. Peckham, who
li!<h :Mr. Blanchal'd'~ !ltanding? As for hiH will assure him that a police service which
writings, sueh of them as it has been Illy miM- CO!olts 05 per cent. of one's income is no't a
fortune to r('ad have convinced me that his necellsity, but a luxury which not even a
nWlltal calibre is not sunieient to entitle him to Hockl'fl'ller can afford. It is well to have the
tlw dignity of a special and set dehate. If I dangers of Anarehy t11\l!l precisely limited.
take a !lhot at him now and then, as ! !':lSi>l, I Infinity is a sille qltlt non of a successful bug-
s1u,1l thus burn all tlw powder that I can HI/al'e hear. Once ('Htablish its nwasurabilit)" and
for such as he. all its tl,rrors vanish.

Tlw New York" Times." in commenting The play, " The I.iar!!," hy IImlry Arthur
alh'ersdy upon the conduct of lwrtain rieh men .lonl'8, I\IIW running at the Ernpil'e Theatre in
who are moving out of tilt' State of New YOI'k this city, is one of the most bmzenly vickl1s
to avoid its heavy taxation, mt'ntifJIll'd among alH) dllhasing, in it!! ICHson, that T h'-'H: ,,':or
others 1\11'. \Vheder H. l'cekham, tlw \\'<'11- wiU1t~Hsed. One l!al!~ds fl'om the title and the
known lawyer. In answ(,r, Mr. Peekharn, earlier aetM that the intention is to rebuke the
who, whether a tax-dodger or not, ill t~l~rtainly praetice of dect~it generally neceRsary to the
not an i!lsue-dodger, wrote a long lettt'r to t)tH violation of the marital vow, on the ground
"Tim('~" in defence of his coUrt~('. He pointed that, one lie leading to another, the web of
out, as an instance of the blmlcns which New falsehood finaJly involve" many in disaster.
York (·ndeavors to imposPo upon )wr eitizen!ol, the This lesson in itself would not be especially ob-
tax of 2.01 per cent.. l!uppoiled to be asnessed jectionab)e, though there is greater call for re-
upon railroad bonds which pay a dividt'nd huke of the absurdity of a vow that compelll
Rcarcely exceeding :3 per ccnt. He arg,wd choice between such deceit and the stifling of
with perfect cO~t'ncy that the owners of such honest patlsion. But in the final act the play
bonds lDust ('scape taxation, in violation of the turns out to be not an attack on lying, but an
law, for, if th(.y were to pay the legal tax, urgent incitement to )ying,-a plea, not for
their income frOID the bonds wonld be but 1 the lie defensive in vindication of one's liberty
per cent., and, as a necessary result, the value ({or which there is sometimes excuse), but for
of the bonds would faU off fifty or sixty the lie submissive in preservation of one's
points. l\lr. Peckham, having either .to hear creature comforts and one's fame. The
alone the heavy burdens which dishonest men " guilty" wife and her lover, who have at last

I evade, or else leave the State, chooses, as an made up their minds to live as lovers in deti-
honest man, the latter course. From the ance of the wodd, are earnestly counseUed
standpoint of a sincere Archist, who admits against such a course by an intimate friend,
the obligation of the individual to the State, who succeeds in persuading them to go on, not
there is no exception to be takl'n to his posi- telling lies, but living lies, in violatior. of their
tion. On the other hand, Anar<lhists of course highest id;}als and noblest aspirations,-suc-

I deplore the stupidity of sincere Archists who oods, moreover, by appealing to the basest mo-
willingly pay taxes, as earnestly as they detest tives, telling them that, if they carry out their
the knavery of the insincere Archists who design, they will be .. cut" by society and the
dodge them. But they note with great de- man's" glorious career" will be blasted.

I light-and with some astonishment, considering What an abomination! Yet, 80 far as I

I
its source-an admission which Mr. Peckham know, not a New York critic has caUed atten-
makes in concluding his lett.er. After pointing tion to it. And it is made the more patent by
out that snch a tax as the one cited is equiva- contrast with tbe lesson of the Doble play,
lent to a (i5-per.cent. income tax, he declares " C~'rano de Bergerao," now running at the
th.lt any government which should, in general, Gartlen Theatre, the hero of which owes nearly
levy a (ill· per· cent. income tax could not stand all his glory to a life of poverty and ostraoism.
twenty-four hours, and ought not to stand; lived in fidpl:': to his ideals,-a man who

I
for, tit' sap, Ana1'(~hy, or every man for him- coul<ltell a fib on o(lcasion, but who wo"ld not.
Ile)f, would bl! better than that. Hereafter, live a hYlM>Crite.

----_.•.... _..... -_.....__....•.•_---_._-

.. 1';)1' /U"'fl!/~ I" thlll' eye",. 0 Uberty!
SI/.llle", that hiqh UI1M 1l'M/'dJ!I the U'orld 18 lIal'cd :
.~ nd tfu)lJgh tlwu IIlall 1/8, wc /l'W trullt In thee."

JnUN nAT ••

On Picket Duty.
SilW{l Liherty llJlI'I'an'tl holt, Harry Lyman

Koopmal; has il'lsltell a volunw of his Jloems,
uwl(~r the gefwr:11 titlll of " Morrow ~ongll."

It eontains hh " Gothie Minster" ane! a l~on­

~ill('I'ahle nnml\llr o~ hrieftlr pieces, all of them
h"eathing the Anarehistw spirit. I willh that I
Wt're a ,:olll\letl'nt lit{'ral'y critie, that I might
pay this little volnme the intelligent trihute it
dl·81·r\·ell. But I can Hl1Y at least that love,'s of
f,'etdom and lovers of hl'auty will alike fiud
1'Ieasnre in its pagt's, and that ft'w pOl'ms of
rt·ceut. t)ate have iml'fl'ssed me as did" TIll'
Oothie )lin>1ter" wlH'n I r('lld it stweral )'ears
ago,-an irnprl·ssion which /1 fr(,!lh reading has
(·onfirnwtl. The hook is tastefully printed alHl
I'nhlislu") hy IUlothl'l' Anarclllstic comrllll(·.­
II, D, En·rett, Franklin Street, Boston.

Dr. HUtlolf :'5t<·in(·r, who!le !<plt'nditl lett(lr to
.\I:ll'klly will didt t.he livdil·st applause from
Liht'rty's rl!atll'r~, il'l ontO of the llIost promising
of (T('rmany's phIlosophical writers. As an ell­
I'ayi"t alii) author of book~ his name ha~ cor:"
frt'{J'lt'ntly hdol'll the public of late years. All
hil'! writings ate bright, enlightened, and liber­
tarian. Uis hl'l't-known works are" Die Phi­
losophic d('r Freiheit: Grundzilge ciner moder­
Ill'n \Veltanschanung" and the monograph,
" J.;'rit~drich Nietzsche: ein Kilmpfer gcgen
seine Zeit." He is also the editor of an edition
of Schopcnhauer'tl works, for which he fur­
nisht·d an elaborate introduction. In con­
junction with Otto Erich Hartleben, the author
of " Hanna Jagert," Dr. Steiner at present
publishes and edits" Das l\Iagazin fur Litte­
ratur," one of the oldest weeklies in Germany.

Another society. This time the American
Society for Press Reform, organized at \Vash­
ington, D. C. Circulars appealing for aid arc
lwing sent out, over the signature of Stanley
\Varren, M. D., secretary and treasurer. One
of 'thcs(~ circulars states that the society advo­
eal'es a the enaction and enforcement of Jaws
to prohibit the publication of sensational, and
the illustrated and detail accounts of (,rime,"
and" the prohibition of the publication of un­
warranteu attacks upon public officials, whom
wc ('vnshler are entitled to the protection and
reKpect of every citizen." The society threat­
ens to start a journal devoted to these ends. If
it. carrie~ out this fell delCign, I shall ask con­
grel!s fOi, the" t'naction" of a law prohibiting
t.ho publication of journalll edIted by persons
L whom [ eonsitler are" inimicl11 to the inte­
grit.y d ttIC J.;n~li8h tongue.
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be df;Jllil'ed in point of completelJesfI, iH Rtiil the
best hook on the suhject that was at all pL ~8i­

hie at this time, Conceived in the noble81

spirit,-the spirit of 8ympathetic interest ind
lov(~,-it is pnt together in excelll~nt shap'l,
and offers a wealth of the mORt. interesting in­
form~\til)n about Stirner, for which his friends
and admirers cannot be too grateful.

After a preface and an introduction in which
Mackay giv('s an account of his labors or' the
book, he takes the reader to the" Life "
propel' through a sentence from one of Stirner's
essayN (1842): .. In great men as well as in
friends everJ,thing is of interest to UIl, even the
most insignificant things, and whoever bearN
us tidings from them surely g-ives UR pleasure,"
-two statements which in the pl'l'sent illstance
are fully confirmed.

In the prl'face we leal'll of the infinite pains
M~ckay took to collect what facts were J'et ob­
t~lllable concerning Stil'ller from the living tes­
timony of those who had l'l.'rsollally known
him. Most, of thl'lle men, at the time of their
association with Stimer, w('re )'oung students,
and many of them have risen to name and
fame in till' literary alHl artistic life of Gl'r­
mallJ' , ! 11ll'ntion here onl~' Hans von Ulilow,
the great lI1uRician, who wa!'l an ardt.::,t admirer
of Stirller, and who alfled l\Ia(:kay in his enter­
prise in many ways. l\Iany of these perRons
l~a.v6 now pa~!\('d away; till' fil'st hiograplwr of
Stll'lwr c(~rta\llly ullfh!rtook his task nOlle too
Hoon,

The publication of the Stirnel' hiography
wal4 r(~i'eatedly postpoll(;d, owillg 11) the dearth
of material, alHl Mackay has now Im)\wht it to
a provisional dose only hecause it intl'~fl'n'fl
with other work Oil which he is cn~agl'll.

'While he wall givin~ it the tinishil;g toudll's,
tlw happy ehalll'e of a Ill'W sour('e of informa­
tion l'l'Omisl'cl at the last moment to hl'eollw a
r(·ality. Tlw lil'st l'11ition of •• DcI' EimdO'I'
UIlU lwill E.igentJllIl\I " eontaim'd this dl'(1i~a­
tion: "To my SWl'l'lheal't, ~(arie Dlillllhardt, "
Stirner first nwt Marie Dlihnhardt ill BPI'lin at
the hous(;. of Dr. Friedl'ieh Zah(·I, tlw founder
of the" Xational Zl'itung," :!lHI lah'l' !'law her
often at the Cirde of the Frl'l', wl:~l'e, long
before he made her acquaintane(', she had
frellly moved as Otll~ of the 1I10st ad \'anced
women of the time. Iii 18·~:~ they wer'e mar­
ried, but they !wparat.ed again only three years
later, on motion of the YOIll:~ wife, after sev­
eral failures to gain a fvothold in life, which
cost her the moc]('st fortune that was her own.
'Vitl~ letters of introdlletion to 11I'ominent per­
lions 111 Vmdon, Marie Dililllh:u'dt went to the
Engl,is!1 metropolill, whem Rite made her living
hy glvmg lesllonR, In 18:)2 she joined a small
~roup of emig-ran f who sailed for Anstralia.
There a hard life awaitell her; she was eOlI1.

pelled to take in wnshillg for h(>r snpport, and
aIt.ogether, she drain(',l till' cn!' of life to the '
dregs in tl.at far-away land. Ttwn !lhe disap.
pea~ed compll·tely from the memory 01 men,
l~lItll somewhat more than a year ago the start.
hng report reached Mackay that M:lrie Dahn­
hardt was living in L'mdon, whither !lhc had
returned on tlw dl'ath of 11l'r sil"ter in lWn.
H(~re was the happ,y l~hane{' for which Ill' had
so long lwen looking, Bll at once lltl\rted for
I..olldon, with gl'l.~llt. hop{'s for his lifl' of Sth·.
nero He did not {'xpect to he rcc{~iv(~d with

I'm b Marie Dihnhardt but be hoped
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£,i/P,\--"'H'-""" Jo. "Max Stirner: His Life and His Work."
vv v v iT The fourth decade of the present centurv waR

~ ~ ~ ~ ~____ a time of intense ferment in the religious, ~o-
Bi'monthly; Twelve NllmboTlI, 60 Conte; Twenty,four !itical, and social life of Germany. The spirit

Numberll, $1 00; tiini;tl", Copies. 5 Conte, of inquirJ waR abroad, and Church and Stat,'J
were put to their trnmpR by the critical spirit
as never before. But it was not wholly en­
lightened criticism. God waR dethroned, but
humanity was pnt in his place; the despotic
State was abolished (on paper) only to make
room for the popular State. This wall the ex­
tent of the prevailing criticism in the forties.
Farther the Strausses, the Bauers, the Fener­
baehR, did not venture, One man saw the in·
ade<juacy of the work. lIe saw that the con-

__________ ,__ .~ summation devoutly to be wiRhed was not a
m('re change of form ill religion and govern­
ment, with whatever liberal alh;remmlb\ but
the (Jmancipation of the individulll man fl0m
whatever, in the name of god, country, hu­
manity, society, morality, or what not, inter­
f('r(.'d with hiR fnll ·JRt. Helf·realization, To I'C­

place the I'ervice of God by tho service of lIlan;
to {'xchan~e the k'.ng's flag for the flag of the
people,-wall a m ltter of no ;'eal conseqlwncc
to tlw ilulivillua! /l\an; in each case he wall
l'ollll->elll'd to lll'rVC something fOl'eign to his
true intel'ests, to fel'd f.rom iIi!'! own store the
monstel' that was devouring him, and to fon'go
IllS own ~u"d pll'allUre in II tholl8and waJ'R,
Plainly that w:".s not the (!tid 1Ie8irl'(1. This
('fHl lay l'atlwr :111 tile dirl'ction of exalting 'he
individual above tlw inRtitutions and Cllr~'erlt
o!,iniom~ which prevent(·c1 him fl'om coming to
IllS own, lUul of nmking him a fldf,cOIlSl~ious

{'~oist who, in the lII('aSIIl'{' of his mi~ht, puts
the world uncl<.'r contrihution to himl'elf. The
n..an whH tl,llls outlltrippell all hil~ contempora­
ries all a tlllnker was Max Stirner, and the
book i~l whicll he stated and sustained his posi­
tIon With matchl('ss reasoning t)(Oars for titl(,:
.. Del' Einzig(~ lIflll sein Ei"cnthuIU "

Sti~.lCr's l~ook w;-.., publi:hed in I:el'fect typo­
graplllcal style hy Otto 'Viganfl, one of the
11'llCling p'lhlil"1wrs of Germany, in Novernher,
18·t-!, and wal" rl'I'('ived with the liveliest mani­
fel"tationl' of interest in the thinkmO' world of
v ~
l".ul'Ope. It was reviewed, criticised, and bit-
t('rly attacked and denounced on all sides, It
was l~er.tai~ly the strangest hook that had ap­
peared 111. hterature, well calculated to puzzle
all but the strongest minds. There Were at
best only a few who appreciated its tl'llC

worth, who !-l:l.W that it marked a turning. point
in the history of human thought, awl who
reco~nized its full significance for the future
histol'y of man, To the general it was cavi­
are, and we are therefore prepared to under­
stand why it fell into neglect and was Utlel'ly
forgotten. until it began to expl'riencc a rl~­

vival only in the very recent past, Not only
the br JK was forgotten, but aIt.,o Max Stirner
himself,-so completely forgotten, indeed, that
now, when the former if' attracting renewed
~ttention to itsblf, the Rtudent's curiosity about
Its author's personal life must remain laro'ely
unsatisfied. Yet no longer wholly so. \Ve
now have .John Henry Mackay's life of
Stirner,'" which, while it leaves something to
}! """'. ~... '" ,.",/,...!:l.~'~ T:. * ' VirU)-n... :SC1j"$kr;It.Oi~-·--,···_--

Max 8tirner: Hein Leben lind scin W,'!'i-, VOIl~
John Henry Mackay, Mit drel Abbilclungen, mehre­
ren Facsimiles. unll einem Anhang, Berlin, 1808,

Olllcc or Puhlicatlon, 24 Gnld Street.
POt.'t Office Addrel'll: LIBERTY, P. O. Rox No, 131ll, New York, N. Y.

Itir The appe,arHlH'e u Uw l'(litorlnl column cf drti·
cl~s OVI.'f othef sl,I-\,llatm's than the l'ditor's Inltil.1 Inlli­
ClhCS thnt. the edltof npllrCJves thdf ('entrnl purpose nnd
gmwrll I tl'llOf. thoug-h 111~ dOl'S llot hold himsclf respou­
sible for every phrase I r wOf,l, Hut the Ilppearnnce in
t}t1~Cl' purts of the plI~'"r .of IlrUdeR by the same or otlwr
Wflti:~S by liD iHt:;.::: :::d:l'l\tes that he di!lll[)provI's
them lIlany fespeet, sudl c1lspositlo'J of tiil'1!l lwlng
governed Il\fgl~ly by motives of l'ollvcnicncl', '

.. In (loot/slling rt'''! fwd Inlere,I, flM Iful ('U/lflU qfold-~tmlJIla.­
VlJ1'1I. lhe /{el'ollitilln abo/lah"l alone ,Irob thtlltWQNI Of thl! ;.,?tcII­

"OMr, tM 'tal of tile mugutrul', tile d,/b oj 0('" poll.l:etpan. tli' gaug,
Of the exct8emlln, tile tramT/Y'/' /lIfe Of tile dqltlrtmtnl clerk, alJ 11UJH
"1.81.(11*: oj PolitiC/{, lI'hlch yo. ((If! l.lberty grindll btllealA fur he !I," -­
PnOI'DIION,

Liberty Redivivus.
, This joul'l1ul, c1l1rin~ thc last S('venteen ~'{~ar~,

liaR had, l'erhap~, mOI'l~ thall its !!hare of up'"
awl dow II "', But. I hl'lil'\'(' t hat the da\'s of its
cloWIII' are 1'lIdl"!. At any rat(', it HI ui, to'II:,,',
and ill fille r't'atlll'I', Though Anardtislll haM •
'lot p't i01ll1t1 it", IOllg-t<ought millionaire, it
has diseovl'I,.·d :1tI .. :lngt'!.·' An AnardliMt has
('.onw forward, withollt solieitatioll, and ()ff('r<~ll

nw !in' huncll'l,t! cloliar8 a ~·I'ar. to Ill.' {'xlwfHl("l
at Illy dis.'rl'tioll in fllrthl'l'allel' of AnarehislIl.
Ill! will l'onti'"l\' till' eontl'ihution, if it be
Il\'l'dt'd so long, throughollt hi", lifl', IInlt,s!! II('
i'llwultl hI' ('I'ipl'll,1I hy SOIllI' ulIl'xlweh'cl t'c\'('rl"('
of fortullt', Ill' is not. a wl'althy mall, hut he is
ahll~ to do whal ht' pWlIli"'I'!I, and" j", a mall
who k.·t,l's hi,- prolllisl's, Thil'l mOlI<'y willl'll­
alllp Ill", at till' ""l'y Il'a;;t, to I'uhlil'lh six l'ight­
page 1111111111'1"" of Liherty allltllally,-onl' ('vcry
two months,-allel half a dOiWll I'alllphll,ts a •
)"l'al' in ('ditionH of the thouslUlII eOl'il's: As all
~{'tlll'1l8 1"'0111 paper allli parnphll't'" will hc I'lIt
Into furtht'r pamphlet work, the 1Il1mhl'r of
palllphll'ts pel' yl'al' may rt'aeh a dozl'n or even
more, TIlt, pn'sl'llt isslw l'onsi:-lts of fOllr pages
only, as It seelllt'd advisahle to puhlish without
further dl'lay artiell'll that had hel'1J long ill
type and w{'re gl'tting stall'. The next isslle
will appear ahout .January I, lS!In, and will
consist of tJlC ('ustomary eight pages,

But., ('lIcoura~ing as this is, why shoul,l the
work be limitl,tI to the capacity of Ollt' man's
puhlic spirit? Arc there no other H angels?"
I fallcy that aIn·aely numerous ct)mratll'~ are
becoming cOllseious of the Ilprouting of wingll.
Let this" angpl;e " example prove an inspi-
ration, Not ~ y man call spare five huudred
110llars a yeal'. But there are many who can
(10 milch, How many, for instance, will give
seventy-ti~'e ~lollars a year? That sum will pay
for the prllltlllg ana advertising of a pamphlet
of, say, thirt.y-two pages,-ellition, five thou­
sanll copies, How many will give fifty dollars
a year? That will pay for the printing of
Rlleh a pamphl('t, How many will give fifteen
,loll~r8 a yellr? That. will pay for the type­
!rottlllg'. )by the reSp0lll'leS be many alill
prompt and gCIlt:rou8! But let no oue promise



1.J7J
at least to secure an interview with the only
person living who might shed a flood of light
on the great life now largely hidden in "i,scu­
nty. But the unexpected hapT"~oed. Marie
DiUmhardt, informed of Mackay's purpose,
flatly refuRed to meet him, aud at laf.'t con·
sented only to a~swer (very imperfectly) a
serie" of questions Ruhn).itted to hel·. In these
answers shl' communicates no new fact, nor
does llhe open any new sources. They consist
chiefly of hard and bitter accusations against
,Stirner, unrelieved by a single kind expression;
the chief accusation making him responsible
for the ioss of her property. Mackay gives
Marie DiLhnhardt's opinions on Stirner a place
in his book, and suggests 'lnly that they be
read in the light of the fact ~,hat they come
from a bigoted old woman who, renouncing
the at'lpirations of her yout!., has returned to
the bORolJ1 of the CathoEc church, and is now
seeking to save soulH I)y distributing tracts,­
the tollching example of a spirit that once
sought and found the joy of life now broken
by misery and want. a.nd at the same time the
proof of what small worth ill the love of lib­
erty that is bon of a fleeting enthusiasm, and
is not the nec('~'al'Y expression of character.

\Vith the last hope of new disclosures con­
cerning tlw lift; ot Stirner thus gone, Mackay
fear!'! that little more will hereafter be :uldel1 to
what lw dfel'S U8 in his hook. I.et us now
brietly follow the plain and l'limple life, as we
here find it traced.

.Johann Caspar Schmidt (Htirncr, first ~i ... cn
him as :l. rll'~kname by his schoolmates anll as­
Iloeiates on account of his t'xcl'ptionally hi~h

for()h('ad,-in German 8tirne,-was lat(~r re­
tained as a p!;eudonym) was horn Octoher 2.,>,
HHlj:, in Bayreuth, Germany. In 18tH he en­
tt>red tlw Gpnnasillm of Bayreuth, a ('ele­
hrated e1assical schon\. Here he J't·mained until
18'.!fi, a capahle anll excellent l'tudent. In thi!!
sauw yeat· Iw registered as a stn.le,lt in the Hni­
v('r!Oity of Hel'lin, p,mming his studies for two
years IlIlllcr the direction of emillent teachers,
to nWHtion only lIegel. In 1828 he left Ber­
lin, to enter the university of El'Iangtm,
wlwre, however, he attended Icelures only dur­
ing t.h(· winter semester. :Next we find him on
an (JxtlJnded jounlC~' through Germany, the
only ane ill his life. rrhis, together with pri­
vate affairs, caused an interruption in his
studies of three awl a half years. In 1832 he
re·(·ntered the university of Berlin, to continue
his studies in cl:.ssical philology, and in 1835 he
passed his examin'ltion, acquiring the right to
teach in the prep:lI'atory schools for tlle univer­
sity. A thesis Oll school laws which Schmidt
submitted in his examination already gives
promise of the future thinker. After teaching
a year and a half without remuneration, as re­
lluired by law: SC',hmidt, in 18:37, applied for a
position with pay. He was informed that
there was no vacancy, and thereafter he made
no further effort to enter the service of the
State. In 1837 he was married, but his wife
died a year later, and in 1839 he became a
teacher in ihe private school of Madam Gro­
pius, for girls, retaining that position until
1844, when he voluntarily resigned it.

Httle more is known of Schmidt's earlier
life than these dateN. We barely see his form
as through a miHt. Only with the year 1840
doci it become alive, and speak to us through
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the memory of others.

Mackay, in one of the most interesting <,hap­
tel'S of the book, introduces us to these
"others,"-the 1,'I'ee, at Hippel's. Hippel's
was an old and celebrated wine-house in Ber­
lin, which, in the forties, became the rendez­
vous of the revolutionary spirits of the time,­
critics, writers, editors, poets, anists, stu­
dents, and even military officers. Bruno
Balwr, then recently susp..:lnded from his ~)osi­

tlOn at the university ':If Bonn 011 account of
his her~8ies, was their head. 1'he Free were a
loose organizlltion, with no chairman, no stat­
utes and by-laws, and no fixed membership.
Representing all-shades of opinion, they gath­
ered nightly at Hippel's, and discussed, now
seriously now cynically, now calmly now bois­
terously, the iHsues of the day. Here Max
Stirner moved for a full decade,-quiet, mod­
eNt, ft·served, rarely taking part in the discus­
r~ions, but deeply interested in what was said
and done.

He is described as a well-built man of me­
dium height, slender, almost spare, and of
average appearance. lIe always dressed
plainly, but with so much care and lwatne8S
that, hy people without tllste, he was some­
times '}('llcrihed as a dandy. He wOI'e silv(!r
s(lt'etadell, and gazed quietly and gently, with
light blue eyes, on men and thingl1. He had a
hlor1l1 mouHtaehe and whiskers, and alwaJs
kept his chin deanly shaved. His reddish,
lllightl)··curlt·cl, dOlwIY'(,l'opped, 80ft hail' left
the exceptiorllllly high forehead fully fft~e. .A
pleaMILllt, !4ornetim('11 sarca"tic smile plaJ'ed about
his tinl', thin-hpped mouth. His no~e was
strong and mOt]el':ltely large, and ended in a
point. 1lis chin waM of t·nergetie form, and he
hall white, sINu].. r, "aristocratic " hanll~.

Self-pos~e~sed, e:11111, withollt hast y and awk­
war.} lllonHlwnts, he is said not to have heen
frt'(' from :1 touch of pl'dantr'y.

There ill no Iik(~IW8R of Stiruer in existence,
hut l\I:I(~ka~-, ill his appendix, puhlishe8 a
sketch of him, drawn hy Friedl'ich Engels
from mmuory.

The fundamental feature of Stimer'8 charac­
ter wa~ an imperturbable calm. He was inva­
riably plt>asant in his intercourse with people,
and never earried away by an~er or passion.
Unobtrusive in every way, without coneeit and
vanity, he was respected and liked by all. He
is not remembered ever to have made a re­
proach against anybody, or ever to have C!l·

gaged in a "trial by talk" of his friends be­
hind their backs,-a sign of native nobility, in
th~ opinion of Mackay, such as few can lay
claim to. He had not a single personal en­
emy, but neither had he a single intimate
friend. He was in daily association with the
most advanced minds of the time; but they
could not accompany him in his flight, and it
was inevitable that he should go through life
alone.

\Vhen Stirner resigned his p08ition as a
teacher, he had finished" Der F;inzige und sein
Eigenthum " and entered into negotiations
with Otto Wigand, with a view to its publica­
tion. Wigand, as we already know, brought it
OUt in the fall of 1844. in the years immedi­
atp-ly preceding the publieation of his great
work Stirner wrote a number of essays on
timely matten, which appeared in various
journals and periodicals, and which are all im-

3

bued with the spirit peculiar to him. After ita
publication, he wrote two rejoinders to his crit­
ics, which are masterpi~ces in controversial lit­
erature. These shorter pieces from Stirner's
pen are important and of permanent value, and
we are greatly indebted to M...ckay for collect,·
ing them into a volume,* whi<.h forms a
companion-piece to his biography.

The cvnsideration of these writings merits a
separate article.

Stirner also translated into German Jean
Baptiste Say's" Handbook of Practical Politi-

, cal Economy" and Adam Smith's " Wealth of
Nations." rrhese works, too, were published
by Wigand. In the early fifties he compiled,
in two volumes, "The History of the Reac­
tion,"-the last work he brought out. He
projected a comprehensive encyclopredia, but,
failing to interest a publisher ill the enterprise,
he abandoned the idea. His literary remains
passed into the possession of his friend, Lud­
wig Buhl, but were lost· after the latter's tragic
death.

Stirner found it impossible to make his liv­
ing with his pen, and was obliged to turn his
attention to other employments. But again
the same (lifticulty confronted him, and his
paths appear to have been none too smooth.
The last ten yeaI'll of his life, like the first, are
shrouded from us as by all impenetmble mist.
rrhrown upon his own resources by the strug­
gle for existence, he is rarely seen among his
old fl'iends during this period, and no one
knowK what he is thinking and doing. Taci­
turn as he was, he kept his troubles and his
jO)·g to hilllsplf. No complaint ever crossed
his lips, though it is known that at last he
hardly knew where tolay his head. Harassed
by creditors, he was driven from lodging to
lodglOg. and twice he suffered poor debtor's im­
prisonment,-the first time twenty-one days,
the second, thirty.six. True to him8elf to the
last, he died suddenly on June 25, 185(;, from
the effects of the sting of a poisonous fly, and
three days later he was buried, attended only
by a few of his old friends, but among these
Bruno Bauer and Ludwig Buhl.

A sad ending? Undoubtedly. But possibly
not so sad as it may appear to him who, abdi­
cating his sovereignty, falls into line with the
powers that be and estimates life by the re­
wards of servility. With patronizing mockel'y
such a one may suggest that the teacher of
e~oism has either poorly "recked his own
rede," or that its observance has borne him bit­
ter fruit. But I believe with Mackay that
Stirner was thoroughly at one with his philoso.
phy, that he reaped all its fruits so far as they
came within his reach, and that the severity of
his lot was undoubtedly mitigated by his na­
tive serenity and the reflection tbat, all appear­
ances to the contrary, he filled the position of
a sovereign in the world. For, as Nietzsche
has it, in a very true sense, and to an eye
trained for the spectacle, the rduces, politi­
cians, professon, merchants, and farmen of
the world, in working for ends not their own,
are essentially slaves, while the non-conform·
ing and independent thinker, though he go

*}[Il.\ 8tirner's Kleinero Schriften lIud seine Ent·
geg'ulUngeu l\uf die Kritik lleines Werkcs: .. Del' Ein·
zige und lleln ]O~igenthum. It Aus den Jabron 1842­
1847. lIerausgegeben von John Henry Mackay. Ber.
lin. 1898. Schulter'" Loeffler.
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Anarchism vs. II Propaganda by Deed."
A recent issue of the" Magazin fllr l.itteratur " con·

,tllins an open letter from John Henry Mackay to the

'Cditor, Dr. Uudolf Steiner, and the latter's reply. A

translation of this interestiog and signillcant corre·

spondence is given below.

Dear J)r. Steiner:
:More strongly than eve,' in lr.te years do fIlly friends

iu thCiC days urge me to protes\' I\PPW Iigainst the

4-
through life naked and with •• hp~~a.r's staff, is "tactics of force," so that I may not he confounded need to label my phii(,lIOphy with some customary
a maRter, H. s. with those" Anarchists" wh: are-n,) Anarchists, phrase.

___. but, one and all, l'evelutio,ll\ry Communists. I am But, if I were obliged to Hy, in the seuse in which
Shall We have Stirner in English? told that, in case of the international measure of df' such things etLn be decided, Nhether the term "indi.

The foundations of AW~I'chism are now here portation of .. Anarchists," I shall h.. in danger of be· vidualistic Anarchist" is applicable to me, I should
ing expelled from Germany as a foreigner. have to answer unhesitatingly: "Yes." And, because

laHl more firmly tha.n in ,. Del' Einzige lIlId I decline to follow the counsel of my friends. No I claim this designation for myself, I should like at
!lein EigenthuUl," the ma8ter-work of Mal: government is so blind andao stupid as to prosecute a this moment to state clearly in a few word'1 wherein
Stirner, who8e hiography hy :Mackay is re. person who participates in public life solely through .. we," the" iudividualistic Anarchists," differ from
viewed by Geol'ge Sdlllllllll in this issue, rUlll his writings, and that, too, to hrillg about an unbluody those who champion the so·called "propaganda by

e111mge ')f conditions. llesidl's, in these past years deed." I um aware, of course, t1111t I 8hullllot sa!
eonsequently it is of the highc!'It importance to IInfortunutdy I have forfeitell all outward relation anything new to well-informed people. But I am not
Anarchists that an adequate English rendering \\ il II the social movement of Europe, whose external us optimistic as you, dear Mr. Mackay, who simply
of that book 8hould be put before the public at devdo(llllent, by the way, no longer claims my in- say: .1 No government is so blind. and so stupid as to
an early date, Owing to the originality of terl)st in tile same degree as the il1tellc.~tual progress prosecute a person who part:cipates in public life
Stirner's lltyle ilnd his foncIness for playing of the Lbl of equal liberty in the minds of individ· solely tbrough his writings, and that, too, to bring

ullls, 011 whicll nil hopc for the future still I'CStS. about a:l !/ltbloocl,ll change of conditions." If you will
1lpon words, the tranRlation of " Dl'r Einzigl' " In 1891, in IllY work, "The Anarehists" (in both plordoll thi>' my only objection, you did 1I0t consider
iH an uncollllllonly difficult task, which must I'l' editions now pUlJlib::ed hy K. HenCKel: & Co., in with what little reason the world is governed.
performed by competcnt handH and with the Znrich and Leipzig), ill the d~hth chapter l'ntitll~d Let me spellk plainly, then. The individualistic
greatcst earl'. l\lol'cOV('r, the Look hoi :\ large .. The Propaganda ot Commuuism," I have protested, Anarchist wishes t1111t DO man should be prevented bl
one, and the nature of its subject· mattei' iiol not with Allban, against .. propllgandl' by deed" so anything from developing the f( rces and faculties

strongly and equhocally that there cannot be the latent in him. The individuals, i'e to assert tllem-
R1lch as to warrant ('xlwfltation8 df a large sale least douht liS to what 1 think ahoht it. I Imve just selves in n perfectly free compet tive stfl;ggl~. The
for it. . Yet, in view of the incl'ea!!ing inlcl'c!!t rcad the chaptl'r again for the tirst time in llve years, existing Slate ha,; no taste for thi~ compt,;;jtive
in Stil'Ill'I', it i!! not impossihle that !!c\'Nal pub- and h!>ve nothing to add to it; I could not stat.e in a struggle. St.ep hy step, it pl'Cvents 'he indivilhml
lishH!! sholl It] Rilllllltaneousl~ .. hit upon the itlea IIl'Her way nndmore clClU'ly what. I think of the tactic!! from developing his faculties. It hllte' the intlivid-
of [lnllli!!hing it, the result of which wOl.lhl he of the Comllllillists and its danger in every respect. If ual. II says: I have usc OLl::' for a 011',1 wh,> con·

a part of the G"I'1ll1Ul Conllnunist.s have, in the meall- ducts himself so alHlso. WI;. 'ever i· different must
c('rtain and heavy lo!!s to all, where:\!!, if tlwre time, become convinccd of the harmfulness allli futH· be compelled to conform. No;y, t:1C Stat.e thinks men
worB hut one l'tlition, its publisher would have a ity of all coereive proceedingtl, I daim an essential willngree among themselves only if it is sllid t.o them:
e1Hl.IlCC to reeOVl~r his outlay, Then'fore it. share of the mel'it of this eulighteunwnt. .. Thus you must be; uurl, if you are 1I0t, so, then you
!l('mniol proper to l'tate, partly to protect wyself For the rest, lam not accustomed to repeat my" M; Imust l)e so--anyway." The imliviliulllistic Anal'-
:lIld pal,tly to 11I'('\'l'nt othel' publi!!lwl's from and I have been, beshles, for yl'llrs engaged onlUl chist, 011 the other hand, holds that the heat condi­

elal.lorate wor,k in .which I at, tl.!mpt to ,!x.llmi.Ill.! .psycho.. tioos will be ,evolve.d, if people arc al.IQw.ed 1\ free.
t'mharkin,g. in 8uclt an entcr!H'ise without full IlogIcally all questions pertlunlng to the lIl( IVlulla\ (;otlrse. He IS contidellt t.Imt thl'y Will tin,l the rIght
knowll!llge of the facts, that I !lOnHJ time ago und his rl'1ation to the State. ! way themstlves. He docs not hdieve, of conrse, t1111t
l'ntel'ecI into n. l'ontmct. with a gentlcman Wl·l\ Finully, in the seven years since the IIppellmnce of thc~() would be no more pickpockdll (bly after to·
known to the l'eadcl'iol of Libl'I'ty, for the tral1l'- my work the !lituutiou has undergolle an enormous morrow, if the Stllte shonld be abolished t.o·morrow.
lation of .. Del' Einzige." Though admirahly change; llllli it is known to day, wherever one carl's to Hut he knows tlillt people cannot he prepl&red for
11 ted fol' tlw work he hal' alrrced that his kHliW, lind ,not mcrel! in the circh~s of the enlightened, liberty lIy authorit.y and force. II~! lmows this,-that
t. 'I:' . that there IS lin unhrl(lgeahlc chasm between the true the way is made free for the most Illdepelllient people

m:UlUscrlpt, when completed, !!hall he Huhnutted Anhrcitists and those who falsely call themsl'1ves and by removing all force and authority.
to llK'veral Stit'ner stwlentli ana German sehol- I arc: (ailed such, all regards not only tactic:I hut Iill Bllt tbH present State'i urc ftlulldcc1 on fm'ce and
arH, in order that he may reviiolc his work in the fundamental questions, und that, excepting t.he dl'sire authority. The indiddllalistic Anarchist is hostile to
Il"ht of their lluggcstions. No painiol will he for improvement and n ~ha~ge of social eonclitions, tIwm, because they suppress liberty, AlIlw demllnds
lo\ :'lred to make it as lwarl. lCl'feet as possible. there is ahsolutely nothmg III common between the i8 the free, untrammeled devell,lpme~ltof forces. He
I J I two. wishes to remove the force wInch Innders free devel-

The tran81ation is a~re:ldy more ~han half Whoever dllcS not know this yet may learn it hy opment. He knows that at the last moment, when
donl', and WOl'k upon It IS progreiolslI1g as reading the pamphlet of Benj. H. 'rucker on "State Social Democracy shall draw its conclusions, the State
p,pec<lily a!'\ eirCUIl1!'\t:lnceiol permit. How soon Socialism llnd Anarchism," which, with a bihli· will call into requisition its cannons. The individ-
it will he puhli!'\hed it is impossihle now to ography of iodiv~<iualistlcAnILrehi~m, "all b,e procured ualistic Anarchist knows tha~ thc authoritarians will
state hut a movement has been set on foot by for t,wen,ty pfeontgs from the ~ubhlliler, l~. Zack, at last always re!lV:,t. to cocrclve measures.. ~~It ~le is

, . ~ Berl1ll, SO., Oppelnerstrasse 4.J-a splendId oppor- convinced that what;wer smacks of force IS lD1mlCal
0, f •. Swartz, the editor of H 1," winch may tunity for enlarging his knowledge at the price of a to liberty. Thereft ,'U he combats the State, which
hasten the day. He thinks it possible to pub- glass of beer. rests on force; and therefore he combats just as ener·
1i8h the work as " Instead of a Book" was pub- There is, indeed, a low press (which strangely de- getically the" propaganda. by deed," which rests no
lilohed,-by the method of advance suuscrip- Jig.hts in cal~ing .Itself respec.tl'blc) ":hich. continues less on force, If the State beheads or imprisons a
tion -and he has started a subscription list dally to flllslfy firml!,es~a~hshed, historICal facts., man on account of his ~onvictions, the. proceeding,

. ' ..' But all struggle agalDst It IS not only futile, but ae- cull it whatever one wdl, is execrable In the eyes of
wluch Reveral have already SIgned, pledgmg grading. It lies because it u/(wts to lie. tIte individualistic Anarchist. It is no less execrable,
considOlrable amounts. :Mr. Swartz writes me With friendly greetings, Jours, of course, when 8 Lucheni stabs a woman who hap-
that, if the plan proves successful, t.he proceeds _ ,JOliN HENRY MACKAY. pens to be the empress of Austria. It is one of the
will be handed to me for the publication of the Saarbriicken, September 1,.-;, 18!1S. foremost principles of the individualistic Anarchist to

book I aO'reeing to fulfil the conditions of his combat these thing~. If he were to approve them, be
, e>. '. ANSWER. would have to admIt tllat he does not know w'uy he

agreement WIth th~ sUbscr~b~rs: . I, thank :Mr. Dear MI'. lllackay: ,)pposes the State. He combats the force which sup·
Swartz most heartIly for hIS mitiative and Four years ago, after the appearance of my "Phi- presses liberty; and he combats it as vigorously when
cooperation in this important work. Any per- losophie dcr Freiheit," you exprf!ssed your approval of the State coerces a libertarian idealist as when an in·
80n desiring to subF,~ribe should apply to him· my thought. I confess that this gave me grllat pleas· sane, vain ~ellow.assassinatesthe sy.mpathetic vision-
for articulars. He may be addressed at ure. For I am convinced that we agree io our opin- aryon the Imperial thron~ ~f Austna.. •

p . ions so far as it I,,; possible for two m.turcq to agree It cannol. h~. urged exphcltly enough.agalDst our
Wellesley, :Mass. • . ". that are wholly indei'undent of ea.ch other. We share opponents that the" individualistic Anarchists" em-

I may add that It III also my mtentlOn to the ssme sims, although we have rellched our thought· plml.iclllly ,~t')i1(!emn "propaganda by deed," Aside
follow the publication of " Del' Einzige" with a world by entirely different roads. You, too, feel from the coercion practised by States, there is perhaps
translation of Mackay's life of Stirner. T. this. A proof of this is the fllCt thl\t you addressed nothing that is 80 repugnant to these Anarchists as the

the above letter to me. It is of value to me to be re- Caserios and Luchenis. ISut I am not so optimistic as
garded by you as a fellow·thinker. you are, dear 1111.', ~ll\ckl\Y, Ftlr scarcely ever Cl\n I

I have hitherto always avoided the application of find where I should like to find it the particle of
even the word" Individualistic" or .. theoretical Anal'- rellson which, after all, is neCeSSllrY for so'coarse dis-
chism" to my philoslOphy. It'or I lIttach small impor· crimination as that b~tween .. individualistic Auar-
tance to such desIgnations, If we express our ideas chism" and" prOlll\gandll by deed,"
clearly and positively in our writings, whl\t further With friendly regard, yOlll'S,
need is there to label these ideas with some (~urrent RlrDOI.Jo' S1'Et~ER.
phra.se? Everyone connects with such 1\ phrllse quite •
definite traditional associatiolls, whlclt reflect only in- ANARCHISTS' KARCH. Tillie: njllmeb()~metl Ma1'lcll
adequately what the indivillualllll" to suy, I express ~~~\~~,h~~~~~:r.~yt~~o~:bn~h~·r~\'m.Lloy,,, I \~.10ceu...
my thoughtH; I designate my alms. I myself feel no l\BNJ. R. TUCKBR, Box l11t~ Ntlw YOllk CIT\'.


