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had searched after the truth W,. :. the modesty
of a philosopher and tLe ?elf-sac' tice of a
priest. He discl< <d any intentIon of pro
secuting the E;,.:.' en S.chmitt whose literary
work had won applause even in foreign coun
tries. Here he had to deal with the Eugen
Schmitt who, leaving the halls of science, had.
mounted the platform of the market-place, and
exchanged the quiet life of the thinker with
the tnrmoil of the agitator. If the accused
had indeed merely discnssed the practip,ability
of Anarchy in a sober way, he might L U

t.he realm of ideas. He could be shown th?t
it is not the State which is the source of all evil,
but that human frailty peremptorily demands
the creation of a central power. Talk to the
fishes about the advantages of lungs over gills;
depict to them the variety of life on land in
contrast with the monotony of life in the
water-your glittel'ing declamations will have
no other result than that a few foolish. fish
will perish miserably in the sand. Ideal An
archy is incollceivabb with::mt ideal men and
women. But, inst~ad of soberly advocatinO'
his views, the accused appealed to the passi~ns
aId the selfishness of the poor, and, hy in
(·;~.ing them against the powerful and wealthy,
sought to overturn the social order. He be-

I longs to the Ravaehols and the Caserios, bear-
I iug in the one hand a bomb, in the other a dag

ger. Dr. Schmitt adill'esses two classes-the
rich aud the :)001'. The former he was not
likely to delude, but the wvrkingmen were, !lly
too liable to be misled into mischief by his
agitation. The jury are therefore asked to find
defendant guilty of the charges preferred
against him. The counsel for the defence, Dr.
Franz Kiss, stated that the school to which Dr.
Schmitt belongs condemns the propaganda-by
deed policy. I_ike its founder, Proudhon, this
school seeks to win pt'ople by peaceful
means. Dr. Schmitt also spoke in his own de
fence. His case was not to 1,<, tried hy the
laws of Hungary. Two ages Ill\\et here, he
~mid,-tht1 ruling age of harbarism, of legalic;ed
murder, war, and rohbery, lUld t.he comitlg :;gc,
which abhors coercion and all till' h:~~l <'"im(\l'\
of the present day. Ht, l't'lll'll.tl'd what Ill' had
Imid in hil' art.ide,--t.hat t.he 8t:\t,' is indeed a
sJ'stmn of nllll'der and roblwl'J',-:uHt Ilnotcll
in literal confirmation of this vi,,\\, a }'1\Ssage
from thl' dlllrdl f:\tlwl', St.. AIIg'lIsti\ll', and on\.~

from l\ Il'UPI' of Fr,'dl'l'i,~ the (,rl'at to d'Almn
lmrt. II.· dOl'\I'lt hy sa~'illg that he had not
conw to Itcfl!lHt himself, hilt. to :\l'l'lIse anti
jntlge his aeelll'\OI·S. 'llhel'l'npoll tIll' ,':ll'lt' \Vas
gi\l'n tu till' jnr~', who retln"ll'll half an hour
lI\tllr with the wrllitlt U Not. Gllilt'J'," which was
rmwivtlll amid H''l'l\t I\l'pll\\18\."

a one-volume collection of Stirner's minor
writings (" Kleinere Schriften " ), and a
further interesting announcement from our
comrade who in Germany so steadily '~ keeps
the faith" is a forthcoming one-volume edition
of his own poems, now scattered in several vol
umes. But more interesting than all these
projects is the fact that Mackay is at work
upon a Bequel to " The Anarchists" which he
hopes to fini&h in a year or two, and which, I
think, he expects to ')e the best product of his
pen. Of this it is too early to speak in greater
detail, but, that the inspiration which he may
dl.'rive from 011T good wighes may not be lack
ing, I send, (In behalf of all Anarchist workers
in America, joyhl greetings to our friend
am'oss the sea, congratulatiops on his achieve
ments, and sympathy with hi" plans.

H.eaders of Liberty may remembpr that a
little less than a year ago Dr. Engen Heinrich
Schmitt, of Budapest, ',LiI"PW ,;,p his t,ost in the
Hungli"ian department of justice, because he
found it "inconsistent with hi~ hon' ,I to sel've
under an institution which repl~seilt~ the legal
opprespi('·' I exploitation of mai!kind"" In

IJ"anna- I.. ;!, present year Dr. Schmitt
I foundl d weekly, " OhDe Staat," f(lr the m' \.

general d:ffusion of his Anarchi"t!(l id(',~ G:e
of his articles in this weekly. on "Tht. 1"'8c
ticaLility of ~'\nnrchy," brought him into con
f1ir;~ with the authorities of the State. He
was ('harged with revolutionary utterances
against the law, constitutional government, and

I

the constituted authoritie!l. 'rhe trial took
place May 11; and, according to the" Pl'ster
Lloyd," the leading pap"r in Hungary, aroused

I
e'{traordinary interest among the cultivated
classes of the Hungarian capital. The court-

I
room was thronged with spectatorA, and many
failed to gain admistolioll, The prosecuting
attorney, Dr. IHidor Balimgartt,n, opened. his
address to the jury with a reference to the
initial paragraph of the eriminal code, aC':lOrd
ing to which no man nan he punished for an act
which the law has not dedared a crime 01' a
mhulemeanor. The mOHt dl'praved and worth
lefls character ca.nnot 1m It·gally proflemlted flO
long aH ht' does IH,t conill into eOIl:tict with tht~

crimilml (,n,le f>n t.lw othtH' hand, the pUI'est-
i ,t",.tillllf'c) and loftil'st idl·alist canllot daim
immlltlity frolll It'gal pl'OHt·,nttioll :llld IWllalty,
if, ill bli:ltllllJd fllllllti.'lll illflltlllltiotl with :L
hoI,by, h\J violatt':-l tilt· law~ of tIll' Htate. So
IIIl1eh h)' WilY of 1·~tllltll~lIill,~ tIll' nl'l'l'~sity of
pl'om'I'ding Ilgailll'it a '11:111 w hoHl' p:i I 1i".~ alld
l!olllluct hall rl!l!I·ind tIlt' approval of hiH fl'1low
dtilwllH. III lUI aM" wllmlt· lIIattJl'ialiMtio tt'n
tlPlldl'l'\ had :Lff"I~Il'cl ('\'tHl tIll! IIlI'1\t idl11\lil'\t.io
calling"t "plJcil\1 hOllor WI\" duo \,0 a IIlltll who

On Picket Duty.

The new edition of "InJtead of a Book '~ is
now ready, and copies are supplied from this
office in paper or cloti. covers at fifty cents and
one dollar respectively. Those who long have
wanted doth COpL3 can now be satisfied.

--------------_.

'_f'I,Je Dumber of responses to the advertise
ment of the pnblisher of " Three Dreams in a
Del',ert" is encourapng, but not yet sufficient
to warrant the pnblh~ation <)f the proposed
edition de l/{,e£;, A few more orden, for ten
-.;"pi~':~ ,.~ 'r>n :~ents each are still needed. See
the a,1;-pl'Lisellwnt O'J page eight, and answer it
i! you 3,!'!! interested.
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.. FQr al'IOU!lB In. lhi,,-<, <~'" 0 ,r,I'''€''ly:
ShineB that hi~h light l4.'llereby 1'.e work! IB sa7'ed ..
And tlwllgh tMllslay ulI,wewUl hUit in thee,"

J"RN HAY,

A mgro who h'od rli-ped a white woman was
lynched in Ohio several weeks ago by a mob of
mallmen (and mad wumen). The New YOI'k
" 'VorIel ," instead of condemning the lynehing
without qualification, excused it on the ground
of " the l::.w's l1elay," j,nrl the law's undue
mildness in faPin~ t· pnnif'1h rape with death.
It claimed that," ,the law should promptly
punish rape witI, deatil, lynchings r,f this sort
would dis:\ppear. A week had not pas"ed
when a negro who had been feund 2iliIt.y of
rape by a jury promptly and ehpecially con
Ycned, and who had at once been sentenced to
deat1:, ......s forthwith ti4:{\.n frow the author
i"icR Ly a rnvb, and hanged. Will the fool
" 'Vorl: " see now whr t every person oi in
sight saw itmg ~;( ,-that nearly every lynch
ing manifc:,' ~ Tnt. impatience at tlw law's de
lay and inscveritJ, bllt the revengeful and
ignohle desire of brutes and sa" ages to inflict
torture with their own hands?

Comrade John Henry l\L.ckay sends me from
Zn ..ieh tlw very wei~omc lleWH that his long
0ontt'Tnplated biography of Max Stirner, the
immllrtal author of " J)'Jr Einzigc IIn<1. ~ein

~:igelJthum," if! nearly fiuh,lwd, and will he pub
liHhed in German next Fehruary. l~'ivil) of thtl
six cltaptf.'rs t},at will fJonHtitlltt· the volume
are alr'toady written, and Conmllk Mackay
l'rOlJllHt'H uw tha", aH Hoon ali the Hixth i,.. H::
ish(I), he will folend me all outline of the con·
tentH for l'ulJlieation in LilJl'rty. Aftt!" (light
yearH of I'ffort, IUlII in face of diHcollJ'aging
JJulwity of material corwerllillg thili OIJliellre
author HO fa" in advllnee of hil'\ th.w, Mllekay
has i'\fll·(!t·(.'()td in rWlkillg a volunw of more than
two IIl/fult'N) vagI!!!, whid., it il4 l'IlI'\Y to fOI'I!III~("

will 1'1' of the higlwllt intl·rl·/'t. At the "fuml
time will aVI,ur, under )bcl:ay'll llditortlhil"
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.. In abolishlng"olt and interest, the l~t vutiges oj old-time Bla
p'try. fl,e Revolution "boli.l>hes at on« IItroke the 8WfYrd of tlte execu
~tonel', the seal oj the magistrate, the club oj' the policeman, the gauge
oj the txciseman, tl,e era<s'ing-knije oj the department clerk, aU thOlli'.
Insignia oj Politi~, which young Liberty grinds beneath her heet." -
PROtlD'lC"(.

nr The appearance in the editorial ',olumn of arti
chs over other signatures than the editol's initial imli
cates that the editor approves their centr,.~ purpose and
general tenor, though he does not hold himself respon
sible for every phl'llse or word. But the appearance in
other parts of the paper of articles by the samejr other
writer;; by no means indir'ates t.hat he disapproves
them in any respect, such disposition of them being
governed hugely by motives of cOllvenience.

A Blow at Trial by Jury.
[Concluded.]

This law, again, tends to greatly impair the
efficiency of the jury syl3t.em in genenl by giv
in,r " tremendous impetus to the growing evil
of .·mption from ju~y duty, and so lowering
tL average of the general jury box in quality
that it becomes less representative of the com
munity as a whole. It withtlraws instantly
from ordinary jury duty, in each county to
which it applies, at least three thousand picked
men, and as many more as the court sees fit
to enrull. 'rhe ordiuary jury list in New York
county containing onlj' 35,000 names (and, by
the way, it ought to cont~in 150,000 at the
very leas~), to take from it. 3,000 names iI.l an
extra exemption of almost ten per cent.; and
iu Kings county, where the ordinary jury list
C'tnnot be more than half as large as that of
New York county, a reduction of ;),000 must
amount to an extra exemption of twenty per

t.. Of course, the burden upon the re
maining ordinary jurors will be almost cor
respondingl)' increased, since the number vf
special jury trials will not tmffice to shorten the
ordinary trial calendar by even one per cent.
No 8pecial juror lwing required to Jo special
jury duty oftener than once a yc;.r, it woulu be
neCl~SHaI'Y, in order to give each rna.' of the
minimuIlI three thousand one case annually, to
try l)y r;l' ial jury two hundred an J fif ty cases
c.wl ; J·ear. Hut, as the number of CdSUJ of
sufficient importance to be so tried would cer
tainly nfJt exceed twenty· five a year ill a given
county, no 8pecial juror, unles8 l'8pecially un
fortunate in the drawing, would be required to
fferve oftener than once in ten year8. Here,
then, :11 a very great inducellumt (to UHe no
stronger word) offlJrl!d to thoflo hUHy and Hue·
cellsfulmell who wiflh to avoill jury duty, and
yet WhOHIl ;lcrvieeH as jurors tho public HO much
needs, to seek eJJ1'olment on the special jury
Jil4t, w}wl'I)hy they may secure abKolute {)xemp
tioll frolJl ol'lljual'y jury duty and Koml·thing
pretty Ileal' to (~xelllptioll from any jury duty
at all. The ohvil'ul!I rel!lult is that the great

mass of cases will be tried by a reduced body
of jurors, if not infel'ior 111 quality, at least less
representative of the community as a whole.
If thi:'1 he not an assault on the jury system,
what is it? In confirmation of this view, an
important piece of cxpert testimony has been
rendered very lately. On the evening of
Thursday, May 20, the annual address provided
by the Law Academy of Philadelphia was de
livered before a representat}ve gathering- of
Philadelphia members of the bench and bar by
Justice John Dean, of the Pennsylvania su
preme court, his subject being" The Jury."
In this address Justice Dean had nothing- to
say of this special jury act,-I doubt if he
knows of its existence,-but he said much that
bears powerfully upon the phase of the subject
which I am now d.iscussing. I cite him upon
it with the more force and the more pleasure,
because, first, he is a high member of the judi
ciary, whose prerogatives and powers this
special jury act so increaseR; becauf'e, second,
his interest in the subject is lJrompted hy his
sympathy with the holders of property and cap
ital, and his alarm. at what he considers the
growing tendency of juries to award inor
dinately heavy damages in suits against cor
porations and rich men; and because, third,
Mr. Charles A, Dana, the editor of the

I ., Sun," with characteristically uTt:'lcrupulous
audacity, baS Btriven to make it !3ppear that .Tus
tice D~;;.n sympathizes with the wodel'll assault
on the jury system, wher\~as, in reality, as y lU

will see, he is a rational and fair-minded man
who wants to secure justice to all, including
the rich, by restoring trial by jm'y, in part at
least, to its ancient estate. I wish that time
permitted me to read his entire address to you,
but it limits me to a few extracts. He says:

The jury wlJeel is to be filled with the names of
"sober, intelligent, and judicious persons. "... These,
names ought to and do include citizens from every
vocation in life-the laborer, mechanic, business and
professional man. It will at once be noticed that the
jury wheel'lInd the g-eneral pallel represent the aver
age consciellce and intelligence of the district; elim
inate from this the mpchanic, small storekp,eper, and
laborer, )'OU get above the grude of conscience amI
intelligence applicable to the set.tlcment of disputes
in ortlinary affairs of men; for these llre experts In
those mntters wldch immediately concern them. I
have received more light, in the trial of a cause from
a coal miner than from l;lll·dlll'lltcd mining engineer;
the coal miner wus hclh!r educated in the practical
knowledge which he dug ont with hi~ pic" Hum the
engineer, whose know ledge was Illrgdy gained from
hi!'! books, And, if you eliminate from the jury pllnel
~he educlltcllman, the man of large husinllss llflairs.
the professional mall, you gl't helow the svenLge COli·

science Illlil intelligence of the judicisl district....
The professional 11 III11 , the has'" mecllllnic, the city
councilman, the thriving farmer, all want to be ex
cused from jury service, hecause of the pressing
nature of their husiness affairs. They l\re superior
men, the very hest specimells of the judicious clti;o;cn.
Uelieve this class from jury duty, snd you ILt ollce re
duce the avcflLge of cou8clenec aud intelligence in the
jury box... , The most intelligent and judlclou!\ dt·
izen in evel'J (~(l1lrt i'l seeking to esclLpe jury Iluty,
and too often hI' succeeds in evudlng the performance
of un unpleaslLOt ller\'lcc. This wus not the CI\8C in til\)
early hlst,(lry of our couutry, 'l'hen the most lutel,
ligmlt al1l.1lntlueutlal cltizeus folt houorc\l by hdng
(~ILlled Ilpon to scrve as jurors, luul never sought to
evade the duty. Business was not !lO exacting In Its
denmlullJ; the pursuit of weulth was not so eagcr.
'l'be coun.:qu:mce or thlG IlvlLslon or duty Is you have
not In the jury box the avcmge consdence and Intlll·
Ilgcllce of th" pUblic, What would be the verdict
In 1\11Y glveu CllIe Involving IL llrollCrty right with

three or four such men on I?very jury to aid by their
conscience, intelligence, and knowledge of business
affairs in the deliberation, we cannot certainly know,
hut I believe thet, with them there, unjust verdicts
would he rare, and the growing dissatisfaction with
the jury system would in a few years disappear. !
would trke the hlUlker froin hib desk, the editor and
professor from their chairs, the preacher from his
pulpit, and put them in the jury box, there, under
oath, to wcll and truly try or a true deliverance make
according to the evidence. . . . The l)rescnce of such
mp!': would raise the aVerage of consci('nce and intel
ligence as indicated by the verdict. and have it re
present the intelligence and conscience of the general
public.... I have not sought to discourse profoundly
on HEl principles of jurisprudence, as applicabie t.Q
trial by jury, but only to call attention to what to ,.ie
seems full of peril to the institution itself, and so, if
possible, to suggest a practicai cure for the defect, and
to save to our free government that part of it which,
in my opinion, is itg very life. '1'0 survive, the jury
must represent th'J conscience lind intelligence of the
whole reopk, not l\f a part.

Contrast now with this th':: purpose of the
special jury act, whicu is to segregate the busy
men into a sel':1l'ate class of jurors Wli.:· very
little jury duty to do, and that little often to
be done in matters' where the clasti interests of
men of business are directly at stake, thus mak
ing them, if unbalanced by o<;her elements, in
completely representative of the community at
large. How much wiser and fairer is J uFtice
Dean's proposal to restore to public service as
general jurors these busy 1.1 J who now suc
ceed 80 largely in dodging jur) duty altoge-

I
·ther, and thereby to give them their just share

of influence in the jury box, and no more!
, This law, again, is fraught with danger to

justice in that it is capable of being used by
judges, not only to pack the jury list itself,
but also to pack, with impunity, the special
jury drawn from the list for any given ca~e.

Fo'" under its provisions t.he trial judge'8 rul
ing upon any challenge of a juror for bias is
final and subject to no exception. As appeal~d

cases are often revened by the highe~ courts
because of the lower court's error in admitting
or excluding a ~h<tlllmged juror, it will be seen
at once that to give the lower court absolute
power in this reRpect is to greatly add to the
jeopardy of all accu3cd persons. It was errors
of this sort (made, however, hy the higher
court a8 wt'll as the lower, which only shows
the neces,~ity of all pOSSIble caution) that led
to the judieial murder of AUg'llst Spies and his
comrades at Chicago, and that laid the pl'in
cipal foundation for the righteous and glorious
pardon issued by Governor Altgeld to Fielden,
Sl'hwah, and Ne('he.

BIl t we (lOme to an even more serious phase
of th(' suhject when we approach tIl(' qualifica
tions laid down in this law as requisite in a
spedal juror. '1'0 begin with one of the
milder ones, let us look at the requirement that
he !o1hallncver have heen convicted of a crim
inal offence. At first blush this commends
its(.Jf, hut on l\ 0108er look it becomes mOl'l.~

douhtful. If it Wt~re required that he should
nt'\'\'r have het'll convietcd of certain spt~eified

alHI \'xtrt'lnd~' 81~riO\H! el'imcll, p()fI!sihl~' no ob
j\'(1tiOIl td it could be offered. But in itl'l P1'(~8

ent SW\'\'ping form it is unjust and irratiotlal.
I IlIl1ll'rtl\k(' to !'lay that at l('l\st one-half of
t}w n1l'n who have been convictd. of crime and
have Ill\hl tlw legal lumalties would make as
gooll jurors as one-half of the mt'n who have
never been so convicted. 'Vbo of \U~, I sho\\ld



like to kno...·, hliS never commit,ted a crime?
There j; un a person within the sound of my
voice., GOt. a perSt,U in active life anywhere in
the ciYihzed world, who docs not violatl' more
than ',':le st",tute law every day of his life. 1:
go hrtber: with the monstrous and ridiculous
laws that year by ye~·.r are accumulating' on our
statut.e-books, one may safely say that the man
wbo b not a .:'oHfirmed criminal is Hcarcely fit
tu il.....,j ~mong decent peo~le. :Mark Twain,
who is not (v:ly a great humorist, but, like
::"'''t. g'l'Oat r. ullorists, a philosopher as well,
said the other d.. y in all seriousness, in an
ar:icle in the New York" Herald," that,
until a man has committed a crime or under
gone a term of inprisonment, he is not fit to sit
in judgment upon his fellow creatures. I do
not go as far as Mark Twain; bllt I am sure
that much mort> can be said in favoI' of his view
than of the contr:try view, embodied in the
special jury law, that a man who has been con
victed of cl'ime il' necessarily unfit to sit in
judgment, How absurd it is to insist that all
cri.ninalf' are unfit for jury duty! 'Vhy, a mll-a
may commit some of the crimes to which very
heavy penaltie~ are attached, anti still be a
'Vf~\l-nigh ideal juror, Suppose, for instanee,
-and it is by no means an impossible case, for
stl'anger things have often bap;lened in ou.'·
t~01lt"t8,-sllpp08e, I 8:'.y, that the head of the
house of Harper Bros were to he arrestetl un
tler the COlllstock law and sent to prison for ten
years for the crime of publi-hing and selling
Du l\I:llIrier's novel, "'1'rillly," or Th( lUas

Hanly's novel, " Jude, the Obscure"; eould it
be claimed for a moment that, on coming out
of pri~on, provided his irnprisonme:lt had not
ruined him physically, mentally, or morally, he
wouh! not make one of the begt of jIU{);'g '?
Under this law John Bmwn would not have
been an admissible juror; unt1pr this law
George \Vashington would have Leen exclulied
from the jury box; under thi'l law the man who
was Ipgally crucified on Calvary would have
been distiUalified for jury duty aftel' he rose
from the dead. And at tllis present moment I
have in mind a man who would be on this
platform to-night, were he not temporarily ab
sent from the city; a man whom many people
in this hall know and honor and intimately ail
sociate with; a man whom I consider as be·
longing to the f'alt of the earth; but a man
who OI]('e ,wned a long term in prison for the
commission of an aet as innocent in it!wlf as my
act in dehvt·ring thi, spppch; and this man,
alth()'lgh 1.(' hal" re}watedly Rt'rved on onlinal'y
jur;':8 in this city antI haR pl'onfl an ex(:ellent
juror, war-; sUlllmarily set asi<1e at the specIal
eomnllllSioll('!"S otlice, after t'xamination, h(!
cause he \\ eJllIl1 not dcny that he had ouce bccn
eonvietetl of It criminai otfelWl', \Vhy, my
frieIH]s, I I·my, clltircly apart now from the
quc"tion of fitness of a fOl'lnel' criminal for jury
d :.", that, wlwu a man, having been couvicted
of e'lllw and dilly sentuncctl, haM paid in full
the penalty l)x:wted of him by tmdety, to oom
pul him thereal'tt'I' to appear Iwfol'e an o!tidal
and, Illldm' I'lHllllty of fllrther }lllniHhllwnt for
cont(!llll't, answer the queHtioll whl,tlwl' Iw haH
en'l' Imtm eonvictud of orillw is diHtirwtly an
outrage, and that the IItw under whinh thil4 (lim

IHJ UOIW ii'i lUI iut'amy intolerl~l,lc by fl'UellHlrJ.
I !lliall riot dwell long' on the rClfuiHite that a

Ilpeeial jUl'ol' 1I111i'1t IJC willing to accept the
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court's rulings upon matters of law, because,
although I personally consider it a perv(!fsion
of genuine trial by jury, and maintain that
jurors should be judges of the 1.,w as wdi as of
the faets, I recognize that there it! a dWerence
of opinion UpOI.l this point, and J v.. (shso-night
to add~'ess you solely from the gent:l'ally
accepT-ed ·,iew of jury trial. Nevertheless I
orave Y'.iur indulgence for a moment wh:le I re
late in this connection a recent experh:llee of
mine il!:istrative of the ignominious tn'l\tment
whieh jU'JT' eontinulilly . l1ffer at the hands of
jndgtls, all..:! of th,:" propell~ity of tllP oPllcli to
carry things with a high hand.

A few evenings since, reacbing n'y dwelling
place at ~bont nine o'clock, r fOlmd there a
summons in whi(,h T wa~' ))'dered to appear in
court at ten o'dock the following mowing for
ordinal'y jury duty, tihort notice thongh it
was, I app~ared, together with Othl'l' victim:'l
After the jury-roll bad been called, alid th~>;:;

present had answered their names, and Lefort
any juror had uttered wl)rd or given sign of
rrotest, the judge (1 was informed that it wa:l
Judg(' McAdam, though I do not kno\" this of
my own knowledge) suddenly hroke out with a
tirade after the malJller of an impatient school
master addressing- a crowd of unruly "chool
boys, saying:

" Now I want you jnrors to understand that
you have been summoned here, not to be ex
cused, but to serve, I will listC'n to none but
ahsolute eXCU\ies. If any of you belong to the
militia or fire departn,ent or any of the classes
expressly e-.PUlpt by hw, I will heal' yon.
Now get into !ill,', those of you who are legally
exempt, All other8 keep out of the line."

The line began to form, antI, as it length
ened, the jU1.Ige broke out again, repeating
almost word by word, but with greater
vehemence, his previous remarks. Although I
did not come within the classes legally exempt,
I took a place in the line with all the intrepidity
of a member of the really" unterrified " demo
cracy, Those ahead of me were henrd in
private, at the judge's bench, one by one, with
varying results, Finally my turn came.
Placing my sumnl,'')'' in the jUdge's hand, I
said:

" 1 have already I :.lei 1)J'onouneed incom
petent to serve as a jlll'or in any case in this
Stat(~."

" How so :' \Vhy are .'/011 incompetent?"
" Becanse my views of trial by jury are such

as to prevent me rom accepting the ruling of
the court upon a point of law, when, in my
opinion, such ruling is UUSOIllHl."

" Wha.t! Not accept tIlt' ruling of the
COl1l't? How's that? "

" Because of opiniolls i'Nllletl aftel' tWCI.. ,'
fivc year/'\' study of tllis anll kindred (i\lL'stiolls,"

" Well, but why not :wcept the court,'s rul
ing? I don't IUlI1erstand,"

H Becall~m I considel' that jllrit.·s should judge
the law as well :ts the facts, as tht'Y do ill lIli
llois allli Mary laud, "

" Hilt 1'10 they do hel'e in flOllle eases, -fol'
in"tance, in nasI'S of cl'illlillal Iihe'I. "

" I know it; and I simply think that this
should apply to all cases,"

" Y 011 an Anll'I'iean ? "
H Yel'!, Hh-."
II .i\~lti·/)C AlItel'itmll ?"
H Y()I'l, fIlir."

U Bow., in this country? "
U Yes, sir."
II \-Vell, I aIL t;urprised to hear that a native

American entertains such views. Well, I sup
pose I shall have to excuse you; but I-really
I am astonished to hear a native American talk

Whereat I smiled sweetly, and departed.
Strange, is it not? that a man in this country

cannot manifest the smallest sign of mental
independence without straightway coming
under su~picion of being a Pole, or a RUflsian,
or a Hungarian, or some other awful manster.
Is it not a curious upsetting of all tbe tradi
tions that, when a man with two hundred years
of Y l\nkee stock behind him ventures to in
timate dlat bis soul is his own, his native

i Allleric.lnism is promptly called in question?
i Ytt after all, it seems not so extraordinary

that judges shol1ld have sueh ~ conception of
nLtotive Americanism, when we reflect upon the
contemI,tible n,.:''!{ness with which u;1tive
American~, for the past twenty years, ha.ve sub
mitted to tht1 J-iiling-np of tyrannies upon them.
I could not help asking myself, as I left that
court-room, after being thus insulted, how
Judge McAdam would fed, should he chance to
meet me that evening in the parlor of a mutual
friend. I wondered with what sort of grace,
under fluch circumstances, he would be ahle to
look me in the face, Yet !'Iuch a contretemps
must sometimc!'I happen in the experience of an
overbearing magistrate, X ay, even worse, for
.Judge 'McAdam's treatment of me was princely
COUl'lesy in comparis0Jl with the insults daily
heape.l upon inoffensive gentlemen b)' boorish
judges (hel'sed in a little hrief authority, I
callnot urge too strongly upon all who hear me
the imp'ortance to true Americani!'lm of refusing
to he overawed by the bad manners of the
bench.

And now for thc worst feature of it all. I
refer to the hypothetical qlie~tions put by the
special commissioner, and to the requirement
that the special juror shall have no prejudice
against any I.aw of the State that wouM pre
clude him from finding a tlefendant guilty of
violating it. Therl\ are times when a single
and simple illustmtion :8 more for~eilll than all
the arguments in the w,~l'1d I~et. me citt\ to
you, then, just one fact,

In 18,51, in the United Statl's district court
for tl1<\ tli:-triet of Massachusetts, Peleg
Sprague, tIl(' U nitt'd Statl,g district judge, in
empanelling thrl'c flt'veral juries for t.l1l' trials of
Scott, Hayden, alltl MOl'l'ifl, ch:wgl'<1 with h:w
ing 9;ded in the l'l~SC\le of :i· fugitive slaH' from
the custody of the United States deputy mar
shal, eal1sed the following question to be prv
pouudetl to all the jut'orH f\l'pal':\td~', and those
who answered unfavorahly for the purpo~es of
tilt' govl'1'lIment WCfl~ excll1(hd from thl..~ panel.

Do ~'()U hold I\IlY opinions upon the subject of the
fngitive slave law, so cl\lled, whidl wiil indlwe :VOIl to
rerns\! to convict 1\ person indich'd under it, if U;e
flll<ltS set fOl'11I in t,lw indictmClIt, antI constituting the
on'cncl', 1\1'(' JlI'oVt'd lIgninst him, lind t.Iu~ COUl't d!1",>ct
~'on that the 1I1'V is constitutionul ?

'l'he n'atolon of this (1'\('8tion was thllt thl..\
'I fllgiti\'l\ slavl' law, llo-,,/\lIl'el," "':\s so oh
lloxio\l!'\ to a 1:t1'~(1 pOI'liol\ of tlw pl'opl\~ as to

1

1'1'11111'1' l\ ,'on\'idiol' illllh'i' it hopl..<'ll\SS, if the
jlll'Ol'S \\'P\'I.' tak"l\ illClhedmi\ll\tl..'l~· froll\ Among
the llt~0l'll\,
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A similar question was soon afterwards pro
pounded to the persons drawn as jll1'ors in the
United States cireuit court for the district of
l\laSS:lCllllsctt<:, hy Benjamin R. Curtis, one of
the justices of the supreme court of the United
States, in empaneling a. jury for the trial of
Morris, and ag ·tin those answering unfavorably
for the govel'J:ment were excluded.

Now I ask you, my friends, if you think this
new jury law is in harmony with the people,
if you think, that is to say, that the people de
sire tIle" fugitive slave laws II of to-day to he
easy of enforeemcnt. Here we g(1t at the V0ry
css/mee of this issue. The purpose of trial by

. jllry is less the punishment of the guilty than
the safety of the innocent. The object of tbe
barons when they exaoted the right of jUI';{
trial from King John was the protection of the
individual against the tyranny of the gov('rn
ment. The object of those who are now seek
ing to emasculate this right 8eClll~1 to he to
leave the individual helpless in the ;,Yl'lnt's
hands.

" Hut, II 1 heal' some one ask, "is it not
rather ab"urd to put tbe enforcement of a law
in the hands of a jury composed in whole or in
part of men prejudiced against that law?"

'" dl, it docs seem a bit irrational, until we
inquire what the purpose of statute law is, or
ought to be. If the purpose of statute law is
the attainment of a rigid, inflexible, stiff
backeJ, car;t-iron justice, then perbaps the spe
cial jury syRtem is an excellent method of
adlicving it. But I declare to you tbat no
such jllstioc is wanted in any civilized com
munity. \Ve want a jl1stic<:, not rigid, but
cla~tic; we want a justice, not stern, hut tem
pered with mercy, sympathy, and common
sense; we want a justice, not blind, but with
eyes !'harp enough to detect causes, conditions,
and circumstances; we want a justieJ, not
supcr!ic,ial, but pr,)found. Granting perfectly
that 110 man is entitled to assault anotbe~',

we yet want a justice that will not puniilh the
striker who knocks down a so· called " scab"
three times as severely as it punishes any com
mon citi,,;cn for knocking down another common
citize:'1. Granting perfectly that property
onght to be protected against thieves, we yet
Wallt a justice that, instead of putting the rich
man who steals a million in prison for a year
and the poor boy who steals a ten-cent pocket
book in prison for six years and a half, will re
veri'le the severity of those !lentences. Granting
perfectly the vnlidity of the eighth command
ment, wc want a justice that, when convinced
til:lt. a man bas stolen a. loaf of bread because he
was ac;l ually Htarvin~~, will send him to jail for
not more than a week, and will see that he has
three good meals a day while he is there.
And not only granting, but asserting, the fret
dOIll of woman to 0hoose, we want a justice
tklt will !'lee to it that a difference of twenty
foUl' h01tl'1-l in a young we man's age sballllot
make 311 the 11iiferoncc between a man at per
fect liberty and a man in prison for twenty
y(·al'fl. nil t 5nell jutltiee as this, my friends,
is not to IJe hfill lJy excluding from jUl'y duty
men who have }l1'l'judices against certain stat
utes. j I, is IJl'cjudicc against the law that
oft/!lll'st lia VI.'l!l flociety. However we muy look
at it t,l}(~ol·('tjcally, prejudice against t1w law
I:lCl'\/'i'\ ill practice as a most valuable cot'r(lotive
of tlw full,)" of law-givers and the cruelty of

eOlll·ls,. Shall we, then, dismiss so useful a
public servant j'

Suppose, however, that we were to admit
wLieh we do not, for the reasons just given
suppose we were to admit that prejudice against
a p:lI'ticnlar law ought to disqualify thn man
whn entertains it 1'01' jul'y service in a trial in
volving that law. There is nothing new abont
this. As we have seen, it is a l'ondition that
has sometimes been insisted on in t he past.
But dces this furnish the slightest justification
for a jllry law providing that no man having a
prejudice agaiubt any single law, no matter
what, shall sit afO' juror in any important case
wllltsoever, though the law involved in the
case he one in which he thorol1ghly believes?
Against this special jnr~T law a man prejudiced
against the Raines law could not serve as jurOJ:
in a murder trial, though he believed ail stoutiy
as Moses and Jehovah in the doctrine of an c,re
for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, and a life for a
life. Under it a man having conscientious
scrup1f.s against the death penalty could not
sit in jlldgment 011 the tobacco trust, thollgh
he were to outdo Karl Marx in asserting the
right of the State to suppress freedom of trade.
Could thero be a more monstrous perversion of
common sense and fairness than this? Does
it not show beyond a doubt that the purpose of
this law is to exclude men who are both intel
ligent and honest from tbe jury box? For
who are the intelligent and honest men in a
community? They certainly a~e not tbe men
who swallow all the laws in ::. tump. Rathel'
are they the men of sufficient mental calibrtl to
enable them to examine the laws foJ." them
selvf's, to discriminate between the good and
the bad, and to reject some while accepting

I others.
" But," it may be said, "this law does not

exclude the simply prejudiced; it excludes
only those who will not or ca.n not put aside
their prejudices sufficiently to enable them to
convict." Ah! it is a damaging admh;sion.
For it is confessed thereby that it is the pur
pose of this law to "ecruit special jll"ors ex
clusively from those who are willing to de
throne their hrains and consciences, to abdicate
their individual sovereignty, and become mere
cat'spaws of those in power. I take it that it
is not such men that we need for the jury box.
But that this now law wams such, and only
such, we have abundant proof. I know a
man-a very amiahle gentleman, whom I
esteem llighly as a friend-w ho is on thi~ spe
cial jllry list. He ii'l a vm'y mild and gentle
illdividnal, who strongly ohjects to ca.pital
puni!'hllwnL lIll was examined by one of the
cOlllmissioner's subordinates, and then hy the
(l')lllmissioner himself. The commissioner, on
discovering' his objection to the death penalty,
tUJ'llt'd to his suhortlinafe, alld asked rather
severely:

II Why did you hring this man ill to me ?
You Rhoulll have known that he would not do
for tll'."

" Plll :\/l(', Rir, aRk him a few more qucstlOns, II

miltlly H1'g'cd the Imhol'dinate.
')'he few 1ll0l'e qlll'Rtion8 W(~l'e put, and, in

anRw(willg' t11Nn, the g(mtloman st:\t(~d that,
whill\ helieving' it wrong to kill a mlU'clerm', he
would (10nsidel' it hiR duty, in hill capacity as a
JUI'or, to Hnd It murderer gllilt~·, ill order that
the State might kill him.

"Ob! in that casl," said the commissioner,
" you a.e just the Illan we want," and on the
list be went.

I suppose that this gentleman would also
accept the office of sheriff, press the button tbat
would send a fatal current of electricity
tlll'Ollgh some helpless wretch, and then piously
exclaim: "Of this act of murder I wash my
hands. It was not I, it was the sheriff who did
it." I do not believe that the people of these
two counties want their jury boxes filled ex
cl,U:lively with such men a!> he.

Do not, however, understand me to declare
that aU the men now ull this special jury list
are tlii)fo'!ghly objectionable. I believe that it
is a part of th:- plan to have some good men on
it at first. The executcrs of the law desire to
he able to say to objectors: "See! we have
la'wrers on our j'lry list." Personally I know
of two or three labor leaders wl:o are on tbe
list. I even know or~t' Anarchist on it. It is
the intention not to \.'~ '00'} p'lfticular in this
first Rlftipg. Mor~t,;·~·r,:t i.s 110 ea~y matter,
even :n':\8 la.rge a C01~:~:'.y as New York, to find
at short Ih;tice ~,OOO men exn~~tly to the liking
of our mastel's. Sc they m'e takin£, the best
that they ca." u)"ily get, heing well 'ware that,
as they le2Y~l to knvw the:r men, they can cast
out the unruly and put th~ submssi, ~ in their
places. Meanwhile tbe game is to make the
thing attractive to the people. Note the course
lately pursued by the commissioner against
Mr. John Claflin, millionaire, of the ,great dry
goods house of Claflin & Co. Mr. Claflin has
long .})een accustomed to ignoring notices to
appear for jury duty. Consequently, and
being unaware of the new spe.~ial jury law,
when he received the special commissioner's
notice he ignored this also. But, the mil
Jionain's collectively having in their own inter
est determined that no individual millionaire
shall dodge rpecial jury dut~T~ a warrant forth
with issued for l\h. Claflin's arrest. 'Yhere
upon he hastened before ~hc commissioner,
and was received with the usua.l affability. I
tell the story substantially as it was told in tbe
newspapers.

"Evidently, MI'. Claflin," said the com
missioner, in substance, ":you don't know a
good thing wben it is put in ~'our way. If you
had known what a snap we Wl~re offering ~'ou,

you would have cOllle lll're voluntaril~'. 'Vhy,
my deal' sir, this is the juror's pamdise. Yon
a.re not only exempt from ordina.r~T jury duty,
hut, aSi'luming tlw worst, you y:iIl not have to
scI ve 011 a special jury oftener than once in
four ~·cars."

And then .Mr. Claflin's examination began.
" Have you, 1\11'. Claflin, any prl'ju(~CC

agaillst allY law of the State that would }IN.>

elude you hom finding a defendant guilt~· of
violat.in~ it ? "

" \V('l1, yes, I have a prejudice against the
1\ .11 i-'i'rust. law."

" Hut. now, MI'. ClalUn, you surely arl~ an
hOliest lIlan. no yeu not think that, in spite
of ~'our prejndic(', you could nud a v,~rdi(~t in
Iweord:llJ(~c with t \1<' law nnd the evidlmce 11 "

" \Vl'l', ~'es, I sllppose 1 could."
And so l\h-. (Hallin\'\ nanh' went 011 tlw list,

l\nd 1\ double PUl'!IOl'll1 had hl'l'n SCl'Vl'(l. An
dT('l,ti\,(l warning hll(1 lle(m giv('n to tJI(' ri(,ll u
to what tll<'ir fdlnw ridl \lINI (1Xpect of thl'm
in this 1I1IlUer, 1\lItI, hy' l\ huge bluff, the people



llad been a!'sured that this new law is the poor
man's friend, designed to force the rich man to
~lv his fllir share of jlll'y duty. By holding this
111el,ting t(}· t1ight th,) organized labor of these

two counties decll'res that this bluff does not go,
and insists that the commi3siol;'~rand his backers
shall show theil' han(1. It is a call which the
special c\)mmissioner will not relish, for, as he
l'eeently declared in conversation, his COllllUis
sionel''lhip is his hread and but:;er.

It is likely, my friends, that still other efforts
will be made to hood wink the people. Special
pains ~nay be taken to make ordinary jury ser
vice appear ineilicient, ineffective, aud ridicu
lous, and, with the ground thus prepared, the
special jnrJT law may be first brought into ac
tion in a case carefully selected for the con
(~ealment of its inherent evils, and the abuses

for which it opens the door may be strenuously
avoided. Then the newspapers will promptly
call 01,1' attention to the beautiful manner in
which this law is saving the precious time of
our courts. But some fine day a band of fana
tics wiII have a pet persecution to enforce, or a
band of thieves will contemplate a new and gi
gantic steal under the eover of the law, and we
shall awake to the fact that we have placed in
the hands of our enemies one of the most potent
engines eVfr devised for crushing out the lib
erties of men.

I come liere to-night simply to warn you of
the danger. The law is passed and on the sta

tute books, thanks to our indifference. 'Ve are
confronted now with a condition, not a theory.
And I ask you, in the language of fl, great cri
minal, famous and infamous in the annals of
Now York, who, numerous and appalling as
were his crimes, never committed any half as
mischievous, never perpetrated one a thousandth
part as wic'ked in effect, as this new law will
prove,-l a3k you, in the language of Bill

Tweed, bllt in a very different spirit: <' 'Vhat
are you going to do about it ? "

For myself, I tell you frankly that I am not
too hopeful of this law's repeal. Mighty in
terests al'e entrenched behind it. I am certain
that it will not he repealed if our efforts are to
stop with this meeting. I am certain that you
cannot secure its repeal by going to Alhany
and asking for it. I am certain that you will
not remove :t from the s1.atute-books by your
ballots ncxt November. Make these efforts if

yOll will; I whlh you all success. But I predict
failure. There is, however, a way, a certain
way, of repealing this law, and it lies in your
own handH. That way is the pursuance by
each of you, individually, in the COUl~S, of that
policy which Parnell pursued so successfully in
the British parliament,-the policy of passive
l'esiHtance, the policy of loud and steady pro
telit, the policy of embarrassment, hindrance,
hlockade, and oblitruction. Next week, next
month, Ilext autumn, next year, at some time
or othor in a not remote future, it will fall to
the lot of lnallY of those in this hall, and to
mallV more ill tllCHe two counties outside of this
}la1l: to he HUIlHJlOIICd for ordinary jury duty.
If each and evel'Y one of you, on bdng placed
in t,lw jl1l'Y hox ~n(l before each trial hegins,
will rhw in hi!'! plaetl hllll Hay to the court: "I
most car/watly protest against having to i'lerve
on thiA jury; there were already too many
eXVl1lptiollfl, and now the llXC/Il)JtiOIl hy tho IIlJO·
dal jury law of an additional three tholll!llnd in

this count.y imposes upon me more thall my fail'
share of jlll'y duty; I serve here ollly 011 com·
pulsion and in a spirit of indignant discon
tellt,"-if each and everyone of yOIl will do
this, and will repeat it on eve1'Y occasion that
arises, yOIl willlwwprfully contrihute to a eon
stantly-swelling current of public opinion that
sooner or later will become a torrent and cause
this obnoxious law either to be repealed, or
else, to quote Grover Cleveland again, to fall
into a state of innocuous desuetude. You Beeel
not fear to take this course. Yo;, are perfectly
safe in doing Sf). :Every juror has a right to
make such a protest. Noone can say him

nay. '1'he judge will frown, but he is power

less to do more. The very WOl'st that he can
do is to ask you if you are a native American.
And you, in return, if you choose to -;;r.ke a
risk, and desire to rival the judge as a black
guard, can ask him if his grau(hnother was a

monkey. If, indeed, you have in yOIl just a
little of the stuff that stiffened the spine of
native Americans a century ago, you will go
stiJ) further, on occasion. You will resent

every attempt of the court to encroach upon the

province of the juror, and especially, when the
court orders you as a juror to bring in a certain
verdict, you will decline to do so, and will then
and there declare that the registration of the

verdiet as your own is a falsehood spread npon
the records of the court. If you have in you
the stuff to do that, you will win this fight; if
you have 110t, you deserve your slavery. At
any rate such tactics alone can succeed, and it
is these tactics that I advise you to follow,
while I at the same time promise to follow
them myself. Remember, my friends, that
they have rights who dare maintain them.

In the next issue will be resumed the publica

tion of Bellegarigue's " Anarchy is Order,"
the first two instalments of which, in Nos. 352
and 353, found great favor with Liberty's

readers. The necessity of completing in this

issue my address on the special jury law com
pels me to omit not only Bellegarigue, but
Mr. Yarros's usual article.

Anarchist Letter-Writing Corps.
The Secretary wants every reader of Liberty to send

in his name for enrolment. 'Those who do so thereby
pledge themselves to write, when possible, a letter
every fortnight, on A1lllrchism or kindred subjects, to
the" target" assigned in Liberty for that fortnight,
aud to notify the sceretary pro.nptly in case of any
failure to write to a target, (which it is hoped will not
often occur), or in case of temporary or permancnt
withdrawal from the work of the Corps. All,
whctlwr members or not, are asked to lose no oppor
tunity of informing the secretary of suitable targd,s,
Aclclw,~s, STEI'll/cN T. DYING'rON, East Hardwick, Vt.
~~ 1<'01' the present the fortnightly supply of targets
wlil be maintained by sending mcmbers 11 special
mont,hly circular, alternating with the issue of Liberty.

Here arc extracts from two letters lately received.
l!~l'Om the person who sent me the .. MOllern Heview "
as target:

I have in Illy possession IlllllIUSCript sent by you to
the" l\Iol!(:rn Heyicw." I have been very llluch in·
tercstcfl in g'cttlng that publicnt.!on UUdl\r WILY, but
... Uw vt:ntllre was postpollcd until winter. , , , One
other was ILl1 the target called fOl'tIl,

1·'rolll the persl)u who slmt the Detroit .. Sentinel":

I have IUlll ouly one letter fl'lllll the Corps,-t,llllt of
":;mall. Cnu'l, you stlr thelll up n~alll '/ Would Iilw
Vl'I'.r ullwh :,0 have let,ters 011 all Rorts of economic
q\lel:ltioll~,

!'inw, if' 111(\1'(\ am really no lettcl'·wrlters left In tho
Corp8 but .1. '1'. Small and I, we might lUI Wllll dlseon·
t1uull this colullln \" L1llcl't.y, If tho t\mo lUls come

for the Corps to die, it dies leaving a good record.
Besides the work done direetly through the Corps
organization (which at times has seemed veryeffec
tive), it has developeu active propagandist ..... riters out
of some whose pells were behre idle, or nearly so, and
has, I believe, sllggelltl,f! sOllie \ery profitable pro
paganda work that has been calTied on outside of its
organiz'ltion. Bnt it canllot alI1011ut to much without
members who write let.lcrs.

Perhaps I ought not to be discouragt'd, for the
Corps has been as low as this before and has recovered
its full strcngth. But I feel rather tired just now.
Therl'f'Jre, whether your naIlle is now on the roll of
the Corps or not, if you want the Corps kept up
enough to be willing to writtl rerularly for it, please
tell me so at once. If this call is not answered by
enough to make au effective working force, I propose
to announce that t:lC Corps Itas disbanded.

The above will suggest the reason why no special
target slip has been sent out since the last issue of
Liberty.

Target, both sections: ,Tohn A. 'Vil1iams, Jacob
Triebet, J. T. O'Hair, all of Little Hock, Ark" are re
spectivl'ly district judge, district attorney, and ("'Om·

missioner of the Uuited States court, a"~ as such are
prosecuting the editor of the Little '.vck "Tribune"
for publishing indecent literatur' . -to wit, an article
clipped from the" Firebl'l1lJ r1 where it was published
over the signature of "St ,m Starbright." The fol
lowing passages conta' _the gist of the article and the
greatest show of il' ·.tlcency:

My answer .:l: you have nothing whatever to do
with mv '""xual relations, so long as I do not infringe
your rights. If I am an honest. conscientious neigh
bor; if I practise the Golden Rule as far as practica
ble,-You have no more right to meddle with my
sexual affairs than you have with my privnte business
matters, or my personal habits in eating or dressing.
You have no more right to say with whom I shall, or
shall not, consort thau you have to say what brand of
110ur I shall purchase, or what style of dress I shall
wear. That is a purely personal matter, llud conCerns
no one but the persons immediately interested. It is
none of society's business wlJcther my child belongs
to TOIll, Dick, or Harry. That is my affair. and that
of the one who assists me in the support of the child,
provided I need such help. If I do not, then it is
solely my own affair.... It is singlilar tlmt they
cannot sec that violating the scventh commandment,
if impelled to do so by nat,urallaw, is no more an im
moral act than violating the second. And honest in·
vestigation, with a desire to establish the truth, will
show~that there is no natural law that demands mono
gamy, any'more than there is a natural1:lw that makes
it wrong to eat several different kinds of food, or to
enjoy seveml difIerent varietics of games, or styles of
dress. If we go to a party and select one partner for
the dance and stick to that one the whole evening,
we arc laughed at. If we learn one song and sing it
on every occasion,. we lJore our fl'iends, and th. / won
der at our taste. If we go to see a certain play every
time that particular troupe visits our town, and refuse
to sec any other. our friends will think us foolish,
biroted, etc. They deplore our want of sense, and
reg"et that our lives are so narrow, They beg us to
f:o (.'lee. at lenst., to see their favorite play; then, if
\\'c (I, 'n't like it, we need not go again. But they
know we arc not competent to judge of a pIny, if we
have never seen any other. Now, why should we be
so excLlsively constJtnt to 'me sexmat,eregardless of
every lllltumllaw, while admitting the benefits nnd
necessity of variet,y in ('very thing else? Just how
llluch variety, 01' just what form it will t~\ke, must de
pelHl on individual temperament und environment.
What we need is libert,y to investigate, to experiment
if we Sll desire, in order to arrive at the exact stutus of
our rcal needs. ,\nd it. is my honest opinion that un·
ller freedllm there would be less vllriety in full sex
union practised than there is with so Dll\UY prohibitory
la \VS that do not prohibit,. And one great gain would
he the lessening of the number of hypocritcs who
must now resort to eVl~ry device to escape the con
delllnation they would receive from socicty, wcrc thoir
real Iives laid bare,

The sender of this letter adds:

Lois Waisbrookerwl\8 released on nt)count of Il'ttel'8
received by the judge. Send this judf:,"C l\ vigorons
pl'lltest against the bUl'hnrl!\1ll of :mdl a proset~uthm;
ltnd it will he all til(' 11,'111'1' if \'0\1 haw rime to scnd
I\lIotlH'1' copy of t.he 1':\1\\(' h'l h';', Ill' a l'imll:\I' one, to 1.ho
01.1Iel' t.wo ollieinls l1allll'll.

As the pl'illeipal Obj\'l'l. pI' th\'se 1l'l1\'I's is to convinco
the juclg\\ of the cxislt.'lIce of 1\ whle-Spl\'ad l\nd wah\h
ful puhlic sl'ntinwnt against; snell onll'a£,I'I'\, 1 hoI'_
tImt; those fl'iends who eXCU8() themselVt's from wl'itillg
beCtLll!1t' they have no litl'l'l\l'y skill wl1l 8l'l' llnll hel\l,
l\t lCIUlt., t.ho~' have 1\1l OppOl'tullily,

S1'1':1'IUtx 'J"lhlNO'l'ON.



6

Government.
To the" impractical theorist" COIDi~S n smile of

amusement when he hears himself denonnced liS 11 sen
timental visiollnry by that other man, the plltient,
submissive drudge· horse who calls himself with pride
II pr:,,(Ucn\ ·:'an. 'V~II knows the visionary that there
is none >10 m..ch the slave of emotion nnd sentiment
a.~ this sam>; pructiclll drudge; indeed, the whole work
of vis:onarieil for these many centuries has been the
knocking of unprofitable sentiments out of drudges'
heads: convincing them that their strenuous struggles
on b.'laif ot ''''~i~ superstitions might better be exerted
on behalf O( their ,"wn and their children's welfare of
body Ilnd bmin.

:Most people, in fact, continually live in an i:Jeal
atmosphere. The less thoughtful eaeh man, the more
out of contact with realities, from the Italian lahorer
who knows nothing of bacteria, but has a whole·
!> . :le dread of the evil eye, to the more developed, but
sUi unscientitically·milJded, public· school teacher,
who has a good notion of the causes of disease, but
nevertheless scorns not the nid of n spri'lkle of holy
wnter.

We are all brought up, not to question nnd to un
derstand, bEt to accept and respect: ;.J consequence,
we are moved to most of our actions, not by things,
but by vaguely-attenuated phrases, which may have
expressed thoughts in the minds of those who invented
them, but to us are mere sounds.

Such a superstition is the popular conception of
government.

When the revolting colonists established these
United States, they did what they could to separate us
from the hero-worship of the past. They denied the
robes, the maces, the buckles and feathers, as well Il~\

the titles of supcrio!'ir.y and LJferiority, to all func
tionaries; making them b the eye of the practical
drudge, as well I'd to the mind of the philosopher, plain
whiskey·drinki/lg lind tobacco chewing bipeds, like
oursel veSt rr hey succeeded tolerably well in what
they att{'mpted; although it is not many years since
the supreme court resumed some of the ancient black
gowned rig, knowing well that it is the supreme boss,
and k:l()wing well, too, that for supreme bosses tog
gery is fllr more important than justice.

They did not succeed in what they did not attempt,
-that is, in removing from men's minds reverence
for the intangible figment of the ima~inatiou called
governmeut.

So it suhsists in our minds today, aUIl causes us to
perform the strangest and most painful struggles;
making us joyfully turn over a large part of our
wealth absolutely into ..ae hands of a parcel of alleged
representatives for their sole disposhion and expen
diture, whom, good fellows though they be, we would
not entrust to choose and buy a house, or even Il coat,
for liS; we knowing better our own taste, knowing
better too whether we can afford to gratify it, than any
representative. Oh! but they are government! It is
the voice of a god, and not of a man!

Therefore, though we would not trnst, one of them
to build 11 house for us, we will trust them nil together
to waste millions on a Capitol building; to spend
other millions in subsidizing those who are rich-too
rich-already; sugar millionaires hy direct hounty;
iroll millionaires by indirect privilege; to fit lip fleets
as \Jlow!es!ol as a howitzer on our. front, piazza woulll he,
hut good for ~Jl'illgillg profit to politicians.

It is but a hrief tinw,-bricf in a world's develop.
mellt,-SOllle eight hundred yl'lIrs,--ten long lives only
would eomlJl'isp it,-sinee wc 8tarted, tool,: u fresh
start at leu!!t, in this business of government Illaldng.

Chaos it was at that. time, Not in any invidious
sense; at the bottom not chrlns lit '\11, !lny mOl'e thun
the inllumerahle waves lire chaos to him who could
know their origin and grasp their entanglementll, but
to tlw eye dlllOl:l all the slime.

.Each IrIall acknowll~dged the I'lIle of him only whosll
mle he had to Ilcknowledge; of him whose rule it WliF.
to the lulvantlLge of the ruled to submit tll.

The vnsslll Wlli:l loyal to the lord IWClllll'lC t.lw 10l'd
WIlS of WW II) him, hecause the lord IUIl1 arms and lIlull,
lelli'lre to 1"'IH~ti8e wnrlil{e exercises, hesldeM the 1111

tll1'111 iuhfJrHed dll4poMltlon of a lead{lr, Ulld 11 h'IHler Is 11

uilleful, /111 IlHllspensllhle, thing, III wurflire at h!IlSf,:
pcrha(JM III of Iwr thlu/o(H Ill! WI!II. The VIlIlIlIII fO\llIl)
In tlw lord a I'roll'cfm, ulld gludly gllve his 1ll'I'vlccs to
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ain his lord in their joint work of protection.

Thl' commands of the lord, too, the vassal willingly
acceptld, even though he might not see their precise
bearinF: upon the matter in hand. He would go to
bed w:lCn ordered, eat or refrnin from ellthw as reo
quir,-d, presumin; sow.: military perfectluu .0 be the
enf~ in view. Bl.'o. lJ~' and by, when the lord found
too willing obedier.:e, being, like the rest of us,
human, he prestlmed upon it, and began ordering
things not required for the common protection; grew,
by degrees, insolent and overbearing; demanded for
himself all the meat; left for his faithful vassals bones
only. Then the spirit of the vassals was aroust'd,
their sleeping intelligence was awakened. Why,
said they, should we suffer these things?

Valuable, no quesUon, Domino Magnifico IS as or·
namental head-piece, on his cfuacoling charger; per·

I h,.jJs, too, his illells of tactics are of some vp.!ue, and
under his esteemed direction many a neighboring vil·
lage have we plundered. There is a limit to things,
however, nnd, when he wants to burn our houses as
firewood in his great hall, and us to camp in the open,
wives and babies too, under the trees only. we can
perhaps dispense with him, if he cannot he otherwise
persuaded.

All along it has becn a submission to powt'r for the
sake of some benefits; a denial and revolt when the
exactions of the constituted leader, knight or parlia
ment, too far exceeded the advantnges obtained.

All along, too, it has been 11 military relation. in its
essentillls. 1'he judicial function has been ('x{'reised,
and is still exercised, not upon the princil'le~ of jus
tiee, but simply with the view of quieting SllUllhhlt's
between those in the ranks llS hest might he, and reo
ducing them to It military submLsion.

All along the course of civilization has been a series
of revolts against arbitrary power, still persisting in
military regulation of private affairs, while the need
for military regulation diminished. So the Il"ott dt!

jambagc and the other alleged" rights" of the French
8eigncU/'S were for ages tolerated as a less evil than
open revolt., until, after a while, revolt became a
necessity. So other" rights" from time to time have
been repudiated by those who suffered by them. AI·
ways revolt from the constituted authorities has betn
needed for the advance of liberty; always the rehels
have been on the side of ci vilization anL. progress.

A l(lug way we have advanced by that wad; not so
far, though, but that we still retain much of the old
lJlind military devot.ion to those whom we reg;mllls
our leaders. 'Ve teach our childreu to make gl'stures
of respect to a lIag; to maltreat those who fail in reo
spect for lL mere piece of doth; forgetful that we nre
inculcating I~ superstition, emancipation from which
that very flag was meant to syrr.bolize.

Yet, in spite of all, we have ,ulvllnced; we are to ad·
vance in tile future still fnrther.

The system of military subordination 11Ild cOlIlmand
was a necessary system while fighting was men's
chid occupation. He is my enemy; hdp me to kill
him, or you llre yOUl''lelf my enemy nnd I wi II kill
)'ou. That is the principle. Bllt even in military
times those natiolls ndvanced the most I'Ilpidly who
mlllutainNI their military unity, not by the coereion of
any of their membcl's, bill. hy their voluntary working
toward 11 common l'rH\.

Even Wht'll coereion was most fl'l'C\m'nt nnd neeeR·
S"f)', it wns d{'{'nwd the fatt~ of 11 sla\'c In lIP coerced.
Honw might SCOlll'gt~ her tributnl'it·s; Iwr citizens not.

As military •... Jgcnd{,s n'lax, thosl' nations lIdvunce
most rapidly in whit'h the coere!oll of Illilitnl'y tinws
is IIIOBt mpidly fl'plllCpd hy libel'! y of lIction. E\'en in
militllr.y timcs th{'re 1'1USt hp Jill!'r"y to sOllie {lxtcnt to
produce lL Thelllist.oell~s; in {'om llll'rdal nnd industl'ial
periodR IiU{·l't.y is still mom t'Slll'nt.!a!.

The rcuson i/ol thaI, thl' activit.i{'ll 100nwn liS eOmllH'r.
ciul alHl induRtrilll Ul'e fllr llIorll ('ol1lpll'x and vurled
tlum the lighting occupation (llln hc,

rro fight is OIl{! thillg, needing sClIl'l'l'ly III000e thun
one bent of minel to aclnpt to it, onp llH't hllli t.o carry
it .III , one erudll COIle of lllol'nlll to OI'l,pIIII:w it. '1'0

produce awl to t!xchnnge prochll'hl III l\ whole of IIIUIlY
1,'lrt8, ":Jch of widell mny divide Illto other hrunches,
ulltil the whole hl'eoIlH'llllS (:olllplielltl'dan OI'gllllhlltl
1111 n Imlllchlllg trl'e, wlwl'e fl'olll 0I1lI trullk grow lIIallY
boughK IIlld IIllllly hlllldrl'li twlg!\ uII11 h'ILVes, Ollly
till! orgnllllllJl of III 1II1111!r{)(J III 1I0t., like n Irt'{l, flxcll; It,
Is 11 eOlltllllllllly ulOvllIg orgllll ISIIl , Cllllllglllg ItllleI1', like

the chameleon, with the color of the ground, a
cephalopod, with a thousand arms, to grasp with or
walk with, each with preternaturally sensitive eyL'8,
ears, taste, llnd smell. For such un organism a various
choice is needed among tbe men who are to make it
up. One type will not do; many types it must be.
And for the attainment of this infinite variety of mate
rial for the infinitely inwrought mazes of a devdoped
human society one thing above all must exist,
liberty.

Force all men into one mould by an inexorable
military c(){le, and a developed society is impossible.

This is why liberty nnd progress have gone to~e'

I ther; this is why at this moment social development
languishes. We need still less righting gear than we
have; of no profit to heart or pocket we raow est!'em
the fighting trade. Yet a great remnlmt of fight4?r's
superstitions, of fighter's methods, of fighter's morllls.
still binds us down.

For our perfect social dt'velopment we must IJl\ve
still more liberty.

Ask any casual man what the use is of government,
and he will glihly redte, as if he knew all about ft..
that governlJle( t is for protection. Press him <:losely,
and you wHl fin I underneath his words his real f{'el
iogs,-tlmt government is to make people do right.
As to just wlmt right may be, he is a little cloudy.
It depends lJluch upon whether Iw is a Democrat. or a.
Hepuhlienn, or a Catholic, or a Baptist, or percllltlJCe
Il l\IUgWIWlp, what his notion may be of what is
right. One thing he is cloudily certain of-that what
til(> govl'l'Illlll'nt wllnts is right. His talk about pro
teetion is mere book-talk, rehearsing the thoughts of
colonial revolters; his real feelings arc the inherit{'d
suhmission to military regulation, which instmcth'dy
he re~ards as the supreme" right."

Though nobody will own up to it, yet ~ur real fed
ing is that wlmtever is .. votell ., is "right."

According-Iy we have all sorts of intolerably tymn
nical measures procured by sOllle ,ople to suit their
notions of " right." As an instance, it was proposed
to have 11 law passed that nobody shollld any more ex
plore the Arctic countries, ou the grouud that. it was
not" right," for them to risk their precious lives!

Do we not need men still of adventurous spirit,
whose rcstless energy moves them to risk their lives in
struggling v.. ith the mysteries of the icebergs, rather
than in useless battling with brotlwr men?

In It world where new avcllIws to perfect life nrc to
be discl)vered, as well as old ones to be we!! used. do
we not need all degreeli of venturesomeness, from the
foolhardy to the cautiously timid? lIas not mch his
place and function?

It. is no part of the business of n government to
Pluke men do .. right," ht~cause nobody knows, I)('yond
It few rough and approxinmtive formulns, the \'l'ry
rudiments of whnt consl.itutes "right."

The only business thut remllins for a government,
afh'" the business of stupid wars with other govern.
nwnts is over, us it soon must be, is to Sl'C thllt. tlw meQ
whf) support it do not make war on each ot.her. This
is its only conceivable function-to protect.

What, then, is protection? FOI' it is possibJ{~ to c;~.

cuse UIC most tyrannical llctions under the ph'a that
they are protection. Ayl" We will protect )'ou ('V{'1l
from )'olll'self; we will forbid )'ou to Wear hl:l{'k hats,
lx·CIIIISt· they might produce sunstroke; or to eat 1'/<',
because you are vI'r)' sure to spoil your digestion; or
to slllllk{' tobncen, because it injures )'0\11' ncr\'t's; or
opiu!ll, for till' SlI!Il{l reason; or to drink WitH" \W(':I1Ise

someho(ly dSt' might Sl'e your {~Xl\lllp)e and llYn
drink: OhSl'I'\'C hllw clt'vl'rly We .. protect .. ~'ou lind
oursdves lIIHI hi!ll nt olle blow!

Is this Stl!'t. of thing 1'l'l\Stlllllhly (~l\lIed PI'l)t{,(~lion ?
Would it ht~ protl'{,tiol\ for Cl\thollt~s if c\'l'ryhotly,

Protestl\llts 1Ilulall, Wl'r{' ('1I1ll1wlll'd to go to \IIass 't
Or fill' Proll'stants if (,vl'r'yh(}(l~', Cl\tholics and nil,
W{'Ttl forhitldell to ?

CII'I\I'I~' it. is not pOS8ihlt, to protI'd t'itlwr in doing
II right," hl'{~l\\ISI) tlwit' Ilo;itms of ri!rht.a1'C l\lltipI)\lnl.
All tlmt. l'lIl1 he pl'll\{'ded i/ol ttle Ilhl'l't.y of ('1\1'11 to tlo
whllt St'I'IlIS to hl\ll .. right."--t hat is tn 1!1I~"'tI tin liS

Iw dlOlISI'S,
'rh{, work Is "illlplt· I'llough, III! IOllg liM Wltllt l'llCIt

chnosN4 to flo 1101'11 not nplmsl' whl\t Sllllwhody d!l\~

WIIIIIII to tlo; Whl'll It tlo('llsn OpPO!\{', thlm ~IlW!! tho
ruh: 1101, II fl'('IIIII'lIt I'uh, howl'\'I'I" IIlIl'IlI)' \x'ClItl'ing at
1\11 wl\{'1l llll'n gl\'\' lip thl' nnlioll thllt thl~~' 1\1'1' to hI)
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protected in fl'rcing their tastes on each other, and preventing my neighbor from doing liS he pleases?
confine themselves to protecting themselves and others Lnqlll'stionnhly there are lUnny such cases; the solu-
in the indulgence mcll of his own tastes. tion, too, is not III ways ellsy. Sometimes one, some-

\Vhllt husiness have we, for example, who wish to times the other, sometimes both, must forego certain
go t,o church on Sunday to forbid other men who pre- actions. But, the principle once admitted, it is
fer to go to the bar· room from going whither it astonishing to find how few of the innumerable laws
pleases them? As long as we may go whither we that are passed nrc admissible as necessnry protective
will, we must, in all.consistcncy, grant them the lib- measures; it is IlRtonishing how nnrrow nre the limits
erty of going whither they will. Ho~ else can we of renl interfercnce of froe actiolls with each other.
with 1\ clear conse!en<:e defcnd our own liberty '/ Once clcarly admitted, the principle of compulsion

l\Injority, say you '/ The minority shall yield to the for self defence only utTords us a new light by which
lUajorit,y? Is it the voice of the majority of the peo· to determine the vnlidity of legislation.
pIe that is the voice of a god? Thenlet there he a Tllkl', for instance, the various laws forbidding all
IllW passed fort,hwith thllt ull shull drink strong' drink. sorts of things on Sundny. Somc old· fashioned blue-
for surely the driukers are the vast majority. Oh. laws, as we call them, forhidding travel, trallic of
but you will SIlY, the majority must prevail only when any kind, and some even haf!'her, we well see the
it want.s whaL is right. Don't you think, my friend, tyranny of now; yet. those which we still enact, are, in
that you are oomewhat muddled in your argument? prindple, not less so. The laws forbidding strong
Possibly lL drink might brighten your intellect. drink to be sold on Sundny,-how are these to be ~\IlP-

Protection is not this: it is the protection of liberty ported Oi:, grounds of self defence? We must protect
-do liS-YOU' please liberty; do as you plense as much our wivl's lond mothers from husbands who would
ns possible; walk where you will in the world, only drink all thdr wages I We mnst protect our children
don't run into anybody. from had eXlIn,ule! WI' must protect ourselves from

It is by mistaken notions of what constitutes pro- the unpleasant 8\~ht of the desecration of n day which
teetion, of what constitutes liberty, that men every- we regard liS holy!
where let governments forbid-that men everywhere But this kind of protection is not self·protection at
humbly cringe to such forbidding, would annihilate all. Cnder such picas the Inquisition might have
those who might resist-such clear liberties as the justilied its atrocities.
I!oerty 10 go to work wherGvcr on the grecn face of Self-protection does not mean that we are to protect
mlfth others are not working; the liherty to give and ourselves from everything that is disagreeab10 to us,
reeei ve in exchange whatever others are willing to or ev('\J from sOllie things that are injurious to us.
give and take. We IIIlly not elbow our way too violently through 1\

Is it !'clIsonable to call that protection which is done crowll that is obstructing us, even though we are com-
for il, pl:rson against his will? Is it reasonable to call pclled by the crush to miss an important appointment.
it prowctiou if we should forbid him whose heart is All t.hat self-protection means is to protect our owu
bent ron exploring to explore, whether in Greenland libert.y of action, and thf~ necessary social corollary in-
for rC!~r he r.1ight take cold, or in Africa for fear he cludes respect for other people's liberty as well as our
might hI! sunburned? Protect him, forsooth, agr.inst own.
himsclf lLnd his own stupidity, poor fellow! Again I True liberty means that all shall have as much lib-
Slly, that is not protection; that is tyranny. Each one erty to exercise their faculties as possible; that all ac-
mllst take the risks of doing as he plt~as('s. It is his tions shall be tolerated which do not preclude nnother
own Ilfl'air; if he is foollllmly llnd is kilied, there is fl'Om exercising his faculties.
one fool the less; if he is foolhardy and succe(!ds, it is .Judged by this stnndard, all existing governments
we, who would forbid him to try, that arc the j')ols. will he found to rest upon an essential injustice,-the

It is prot,ection only when people want to be alleged right of taxation.
protected. How can it be regarded as the defence of liberty to

lIow ure governments constituted now? take money out of a man's pocket whether he will or
Do they otTer their services only to people that want not '/ Yet upon this forcible levy of money·asscssments

them? On the contrary, do they not assume that nIl all governments are founded; the institutions that are
Wflllt their services, and compel all to pay for them, supposed to exist to support liberty nre based upon thp.
by taxing them, whether or no? Can it be called pro- denial of liberty.
tection for yOIl to take money out of a man's pocket Face to face with this fundamental tyranny, which
to buy him a revolver, when he assures yOI1 that he in principle ditTers very little from highway robbery,
doesn't WIlDt it '! Still less can it be called protection details liS to the exact form of government are of
if yOIl take his mOlley to buy him books that he doesn't slight import~nce. If you are t.o he forced to payout
want '! of your pocK""" it matterB not whet/l>!;'r a CZI,r or a

Yet this is precisely what governments everywhere 'mfljority-vo'l' i" the tyrant. Indecd, as is often re-
do. They force the pacifically-minded few to aid in I marked, but rard: l;nd'~rstood. a maj~rity iii capable
pay ing- for the wars of the fcrociou~, many; they com· Iof hchtg far il10l"(; ty::llliilical than an autocrat; the lat·
pel him who regards the police as n tool for main· tCl" must Illl\'e lolomc regard for a powerful minority;
tllining the rich in the possession of their stolen riches I the former, as long as the minority iil sllhservient to
to pay for police hire; everywhere they behave, not Ibelief in a llIajority prineiple, need have no respect at
as those who nrc doing a desired service for II willing all for it,
elllplo.rer, but as tyrants, by 1\ divinp, right compelling I.. it any sl1rprb!', when we learn upon wh3t an ;n-
shwl's to do what the tyrant thinks best for them. defensihle base governllleut~ stand, that the pructielll
These institutions, called go\"(~rnments, pretending to working of government shollh\ he the thing that it is?
defcnd Iiherty, really, in their cssenc(', are orgalliZ(~d From autocratic Itllssiu to democratic America, from
attllcks on Iibert.y. .. parnlyzcd paternalistic Chinn to rnpidly developing

Democrtley, the spirit-of·doas-you·plea&e, no divine experimental France, everywhere the words govern-
authority, simply human makeshift, rloing the best it ment nnd dishonesty are synonymous. Hussia Ilnd
kuows how for its own existence, has hrought us !!o China are notorioll!!, notwithstanding the power of
far; by the same spirit we shall go farther; until !lutocrney to hush disreputable rumor. "Francl; has
nothing is left of the king's prerogative; nothing but her Panama scandlll, big of its kind, but pm,:tivety
the rebel's right of self· protection, amI the rehel's reo trivial compared with the revelations that occur every
spect for other men's liberty, with which his own good day, here, ill free America, best of govcrnments ill
sense and his value of his own liberty will inspire theory.
1lim. Polit.ics with us has become a by-word. Nobody is

The true view of the matter is this: thflt the only supposed to have anything to do with politics, except
jURtifiahlc usc of violence, especially of the organized for his private gain, by underhanded dealings. Our
violence which constitutes government, is for self- legislators make laws or withhold them with the view
protection. of inllllencing the Illarkets. Candidates, even for

What" now, is self-protection? Does the plea of judgeships, know that their contributions to pILrty
self-protection entitle me, if I am able, to force an- _funds ne the price of their election. Behind all
other to my wishes in all respects? Clearly it does pl\ftles, frolll the local village to the national organ·
not. All that it does entitle me to do is to resist his ,mUon, Iltand the men who put up the 1II0ney. 'I'he
attempting to fOffle me to fultll his wishes, But are police are-In New York e1ty ILl.. least, as long Ims been
there not (lases where the two conflict Y 18 it not believed, and recently proved by an investigating
8ometimeslmpossiblo for me to do as 1 pleue without committee from" legislature of the opposite party-
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thoroughly corrupt. making the greater part of their
emoluments, from patrolman to commissioner, by reo
ceiving payment from infringers of the laws for letting
them alone.

Yet the people revere Government, with a big G, as
an abstraction, a divine thing, and they occupy them
selves in solving infinitesimal questions of possibll',
practical, political purification.

Pructical purification of what is founded on robhery
is impossible. Do away with the fundamental wrong,
and purification easily follows.

The whole ferment of politics is started by com
pulsory taxation; with the abolition of compulsory
levies politics, ItS we now know it, and corruption
with it, will vanish.

Given a vast fund of puhlic money, to be spent at
the will of those who are able to possess themselves of
it, it follows that certain people will make it tlieir
business to so possess themsclves. To watcb the times
and manner of elections; to propagate views by calll'
llllign publications; to prepare the neces!l!\ry m/\terials,
ballots, and the rest,-all this takes too much time
and thought for anybody to devote himself to it in ad
dition to his other business.

Cnnsequently it becomes a husiness by itself, called
politics. Its methods are neither better or worse
than are necessary to achieve its ends. Those who Ilre
in it are in it simply to make a living, more or less
ample. Deals and money-arrangements follow as 1\

matter of course. If a rich lUali contributes largely
to the campaign funds and indicates his willingness
to be, say, vice-president, can voters be blamed if
they vote for him '/ Can party leaders be blamed if
the)' accept his money and nominate him? Can even
the chiefs be blamed if they llnd themselves the own
ers of all additional house or two,-ll reward for their
otherwise unpaid exertions? SurNy not.

Or, if a powerful company, with brothers and
cousins of it!! stockhvlders, or eyen its stockholders
themselves, in the legislature, wants favorable legisla
tion, can it be hlamed for contributing to the success
of the party that will vote what it wants'/ Or car..
the members that vote whnt it wahtij do otherwise,
when they know that it was the company's money that
got them their seats ?

Yet this is corruption, so-called. It is not uecessary
to think that every member of a legislature is paid
cash in hand. Often it is the interest of mere family
relationship or business conne' dons,-knowing on
which side the bread is buttered, in hrief phmse_

Yet all this occurs simply because we put these two
really terrific powers, the power of taxation and the
power of legislation unlimited by any restriction to
defence of liberty, in the hands of totally irresponsible
men.

But tbese commonly-observed evils are hy no means
the worst that compulsory govcrnment involves. Far
greater are the more obscure results whtch nre only
now beginning to be recognized as evils at all; which
have been supposed, and are still generully suppos,~d.

to be iJenefits rather than evils.
The most injurious of these deeper results of gov

emllll'nt is the restriction of the provision of the
mellns of cxchang,· called currenc)', which restriction
is the cause of the paymcnt of interest, with the social
inequity thnt folloMl. This restriction is but a reo
milliscen- e of t.he tin'es when the kings governed by
an admitted "divine right.," and is now pmctised be·
causc of 1\ "urviving conviction of the sl'lni-super.
natuml character even of demoemtic orgl\nizations.
Added to the iniquitous distributi..n of wt~alt.h Cfl.llscd
by htrrest, the restrictions of currency are t.he cause
of freque/lt, <lil>llster nud perenninl distl'l'sS to
conuner';( .

Only second t,; the rcst,rk:ions up,)n currenc.y in evil
i:csults is the prevl'_ient ;Jw·supported system of lanll·
holding. Of right Innd must he like air, free to all for
use; which does not mean that anybody may usc lnnd
which another is using, but that anybody ml\Y usc
land which another is not using.

Usc and occupuncy to~ether are the necessary con·
ditions for the ownership of the products of the ll\lld;
when either of these ceasct just title to the land oo"'~s
also. The existing method hus the effect of making
1\ country seem crowded before it is settled, of IMving
an II Ilrmy of the unemployed" who CI\nnot employ
themselves, and of originating and perpetuating }It\u
perlsm and slavery.
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Add to these two grand errors the hardly less de·
st.ructive systems of tl1ritTs and licenses, the obstruc
tion t,) invention that exists in the patent laws, and
the innumerable minor tyrannies that nre inventell to
.. regulate" somehody, and the wonder is that the
human mce manages to live at all, in the strait·
jackets of its own invention.

We have reRched the hesitating point of progress.
With the arrarent failure of civilization before us,
something must be done before furtLt(',~ civilization i~

possible. The terrors of the savagery of dependence
and destitutil)n arc imown and deplored; but some·
thing more than a tear of pity is needed. All this is
caused lJy goverllment, and government as it now is
mGat disappear before there can be much more progress.

It will disappear, not by counter.violence,-although
much counter·\iolence, by minds whom government
itself has bred to tllink that violence is the remedy for
all things, will douhtless be ul!Cd,-but by the loss of
faith of thc people in the government superstition.

People talk about over, legisl!Jtion; all admit that we
IJllVe too many laws; how many know to what extent
legislation is really In excess?

Take away, first, all the law of contracts (many
lawyers, under the present 1·tigime, admit its injurious
effeds); tak(, away all the laws of real estate anrl land·
lord and tenant,; talw away all the banking and finan·
cial laws, and the laws relating to interest; take away
the whole patent law, all religious laws, all of OUt

barbarous marriage law, all law that restricts liberty
lnstelld of maintaining liberty: take away, 'finally, the
power to force the few intelligellt to join in the
tyranny of thu many iglwrant, called taxation, and
what hal'e we left? A FIIl':E SOCIETY.

Such a free soC'iety is possilll(! nnw, jlist as soon as
men llnc!erstaml its advantages. It is not necessary
not in till! least npcl'ssary-thllt people should he
.. good." " unsel/ish." am} so on.

All that is ne('lll'd is that they should lISI~ the intel·
lig('nce that, t.hpy h:t\'('.

It is liS when a plough is offered to a COOJiI~ who hns
a} ways IIS('I} a lwnt s:ick to plough with. Hahit,
mllk!'s him lll'sitat.c·; Iw perceives tlw advllntllg'l's of
thl' more I'I'rfe('t implement, hut Ill! is arcllstoll\l'd to
the 01 hl'r. So now men think that government is the
hest enginf' for dpf!'IH:e they clln devise; when they
h!'gin to It'nrn that for evpry cent's worth of defence
it takl's a dollal"s worth of plunder, they will consider
the rrwrits of a h('tter defence· machine when olfer('lI.
'With iiherty virtue hecomes possible; at present it is
impossibl,>,

The precise dl'tllils of the "xinl system that will
come when real freerlom is establishpd no man can fore
tell. A vague for('l'llst, may be permitted.

In the tirst plaee, private Ilssociation v, ill be pos
dble on a vllsliy larg-Pl' scale than t.he present corpora·
tions I'xhibit, and all that is now done hy either cor·
porntions or pllhlic horlies will bl' done hy them.
Rnilroads (if wllnh'd, and not where t1wy are not.
wllntl'd). cHnnls. bridges. telegraphs, and telephones
wiJJ hI' f'llrril'r1 on hy :)fivat.e llSsociut.i!lJIs. There will
lJ(! 01H! dilTl'renn:; shllreholders wiil rl'cl'ive no emolu·
ments, nothing hut their part in the direetion. Public
works, too, highway~, town hillis, parks, will he ld·
minist('rl'd inlllf' stlme way, but only those that want
them will eontrihutt: to them. l+'or lighthouses and
huoys ship oWl,ers und trade associations will sub·
scribe: und thl' t.t·Udl'lICy will he to form international
assodutions of those whose interests are the sallie,
fostering lIluch till! hrotl.erly spirit of all men.

As for defence or liherty, there will doubtless be
various assodaliolls with a volunt.ary membership to
determinc as eJosly as they can the limits <:f inter·
ferenee of tllf, frcl' al~lion of individuals, aUlI to defend
the eXI'l'dsl' of as IlIlIeh freNlom as possihle by eVI:ry
means. hut by forl'f' only when alJsolull'ly neel'ssary.

And fOI' IIH' del"f1llination of disputed poinls it. is
prohable that th,: "ld t.illle jury of :Magnll Charta, not
the Ih·hauclll·d jill")' ~,I'Sl('lll of to day, will be used.

Unllt-r slleh a >'.\ ,1"ln there will he no lJIore politicfll
cl)rrlll'lion, 110 III "1',' politics, no more degrading (,Olll
mcrdalifllll, Jill lil"I"I' \\·(·alth.no more poverty. But,
there will he pTllIl'el ion of life llnd Jlbt'rly for nil,
wholt'H"llw apt i v i I) a 11I1 generous com pet.i tion 1'01' all i

nOlll~ without wlll'l;, 1i'1I1e \'.'It.hout hope, indqlt'ndl.'nce,
and intt~I'I:Ht, in litf', 1111l'rty establislltd in 1'111'1, equal
ity establhilll'd :,u!lsllintilllly, fmternlt,y II!! It luxury in
whi<:h we lIIay thl'lI safely Indulge.

JOlIN BEVElU,EY ROIJJNSON.


