
-------:~ ----,.

D

I

c!
I
il
d

cIt
Cft
gt
flil
ot
w
til
gc

•

Viii

'Wi
0/
W
P1l

lContloued on Jl8e.e 8

line of one colilmn into the opposite line of. the
column adjoining; for the two straight edg~
separated eV09n by a narrow space serve as a
prison bar (or guic1in~ limit), tnough leu eel-
oitlntly th,' ""lumn rule would so serve.
But, whel ;l!l column pres~nts at one of its
sides a ragted edge, as in the end-spaoo 6tyle,
there is a tel ,lency on the }lart of the eye, in
tht:' case of the longest lint;s, to read continu
ously into the colu"lln adjoiuillg, and hence the
end,sp:lce l.Iuyl'J especially requires the column
rule.

The fact is that Comrade Fulton, like
some others, ~as blindly followed a typo
graphiea' movenent which had a ra'!son <l '(Jere
at its origin) but which wa& cO:ltinued irra
tionally after its ·(·aison rl' eete was satisfied.
Twenty yea.rM ago it was common among
printers to overload their pages with vari~us

oieplay d\;jvices,-ornaments, sm'clls, heavy
borders, and fancy rules aliil dashes. The ef
fect wa"! "chea? l\ud nasty." With i.nprove
ment in taste a current set in away from dis
play and in the direction of typographical
neatness and modestJ', G8coration being less
and less attempted except in special work
where real art cOllld be afforded. Among the

I
first to join in this current, I ,">xcludel from
Liberty al~ purdy dLcorative Bigns, and
ad'l .dd a style of nevere simllicity, reducing
all divisional rules and dashes to the single line.
B'lt at this point, where I had gotten rid of
tawdt·y ornaments, and at the ~lI.ma t,me en
hanced the l''lefulness d the divi6io~al marks
hy makmg T"aem 3 P !'Ve theil' purpose £ncon
spic?touslV and \ ·it.h a "lue SE::nse of their Bub
ordination, I f'lto11ped. But there w~re others
iu this current, ,\\~I). {Jever b1.7ing known at

, any time the orj::.,}t tf (e c' ~rcnt, reached
I the goal all unconscious 0 1' • (i val; and so,

v.-ith eyes still tightly dosell, drifted st' ~ight

on, and discarded rli,·),,;i',n.l1 mark88tt.t:'.;ether.
Or, to change the metaphor, they threw out
the baby with the bath. Now, it is their mis-

: take that Comrade Fulton shares. Ano a.t

I
wllat expense he sba,es it I venture to say that

I he little drean:.s. 'l'ne base of the cQlnmn rule

I
used in Liberty is ten points ill. thklk ness.
(I~et me explain to the uninitiated that a
" point" b a typographical unit.) But Com·
rade Fulton, not using column rulea in the
"Age of Thought," and feeling perhaps the
liability of the eye to reati across two columns.
iucrea~ed the space between the columns to
twelve points at the sta.rt, and has now
doubled it to twenty-four points,-iourteen
poiD~s in ~A.(:ess of the thickness of Liberty's
column rule. A litth~;)aiclilatjo1'J. "'.ill ena.ble
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referred to thi8 tmhjeot., I conolude ~~at ho de
eiree a b~ttl(l over it. In that case I a.m dis
p083d to accbmmoda'to him. Let us consider,
then, this vl.tgarity of mine. It is indioted
in thl'ee Clounts. 1'he first is that it is like
prison bars. Wh~t of it? Prison bars, in
themselves, are not necessarily ugly. 1'heyare
revolting only when they deprive life of lib-

. ert.y. To inanimate things there are no prison
bars. That ~'?hich has .'Iot the power of motion
i. as free when barred 3S when unbarred.
Whptl pJ'i~on bars protect, or guide, vr serve
a pu,potle of any sort, without depriving life
of liberty, they are useful things; and, in the
right hands ('quipped with the right means,
they may be ilecorative as '.vell. Does Com
ra-de Fulton inaist that D:> pl( Jures shall be
framed, because frames are prison bars?
Evitlently not, for he gues to p'reat pains to put
elaborate borders around toe advertisements in
his pap':T. I dislike them, hut not heclJ.Use
they are borders. I dislike them, because they

i are ugly. 'When my eye craves the sati8fa~·

I
tion of a border that is a thing of beallty, I
open L book iS8U<od by William Morris from his

I
Ke!mscott pres.A. H It, if I cannot have Mor
Tis or the equal of )~I)rris, I want 00 d .XH'2.-

, tion at all. Wh\3(. Fulton (as artist) offers
himself in plMe of Morris, not only is my eye
unsatisfied; it is positively shocked. And I
Cai} no more accept Fulton when he tears down

I
IJri~on bars that serve a useful pt.rposc than
when for decoration he erects prison Lars that
do not decorate. 'fhe second count is that
olumn rnles are" out of date with high-clas8Iperiodit;<1ls." What is a high.c~ass periodiaa.l ?

IComrade Fulton must have a prIson har of~:s

own (flOr all defil jtion~ are prison bars) f(;r
the separation of pE.ll·jo.licals into classes. ,d.C

cording to my prison bar, I ~ake a conser·
vatlvp. estimate when I day that nine high-clast!
perioaicals retain the column l'ule fo- every
ooe t.hat hat! discard~d it. 1'he ['.:.Ict does not

! prove that the colum:r. rule is a good thing, but
I i~, dop-s prove that the column rule is not out·
I f 'late. The third ~ount ig that column rules
I are " (lut of harmony with the end-space

J

style.~· ! asse~t" on the contrary, that the ab·
. sence of ;.\olumn. rules is 011t of harmony with
i the eud-space style. In proof of this 0.18 needIbut look at that strikingly handsomp. paper,
j ~1je "Conservator," which" justifies," and
i note how much less "bjection~ble the absenoe

'

of thl; column rule is 1.1 its pages than in lihosc
of th': "Age of Thought," which does not

I
"justify." Wben the columns on fo page
present etraight edges both a'j right and left,

! tbe eye If' needs the aid of Ii column r316 to
I preveut i~ from reading continuously from ti'!"
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In Defence of Prisorc &~ua.

A gratifying sign of a tendency to rosthe:'io
sanity 00 the part of the pubU~ wa~ s'ltown
reoootly io the prompt protests of the readers
of the H Age of Tbought " against tbe an
!1ouneed purpost; of its ~~Jitor to :z.bandon the
DeW typography (whAch he 1188 ratber happily
named the H end-sp....."e style ") in Qrde~ that he
migh· S<;3tter throug~ his columns. withl)ut
loss of typographical unifonnity, tile patent
medicine puffs which his ad\lertisers send llim
in the form of ., t>lectrolJ" in the old style.
The grati6~ation is f'l~hancoo, too, by tho fact
that the protests mU1>t have possessed sufficient
intti_.\; weight to co. vince Comradp Fulton
of hi~ error. That they did is Sl,OWtl by his de
cillion to adhere to the end-space ~tyle, for he,
being, like myself, an editor who a:ms to suit
himself fil'!!t and his readers afterward, ~s not a
1,lan to y~eld to ;he mere inscn~a.t~ clam·r <>f
pu.blic opinion. It is clearly established,

. rnorf>Over, that he is or the stuff of whicJ' mal"

tyl" are made, since no editor who WM less
to''!', a martyr could oossibly bring himseli,
even to susta:- his papp.r and thereby further
the cause, to b" ;ar do violence to his finer
sensibilities as to alternate, ~t three-inch in
tervals, his wise wo"ds of economic and PO!!.
tical counsel with advice to the reader to
"educate his bowels with Cascaretf.:' and to
" cure his constipation forever by the use ()f
candy t;.':.thartic." H i were U'Jt convinced
tlut this heroic I:,onrse is ;} deliberate ani!
stoic!\i snLul"dinatioH of the less to the ~reater;

~f 1 t~ought for a moment that Comrade Ful
ton was indifferent to the inarti!ltic incon
gruitiel! which he thus imparts to his eclitorial
pagf'!J,-l sdould be temptef1 to expretlS my
amazement at hi:3 prellumlJtion in taking the
name of art llpon his lips to stigmatize the
vulgarity inherent in my nature that preveTits
me from discarding from Libe,"ty the b~'a3s

ruif's whi(~h StlrVc to sepai'ate its columns.
Speakirg of his own pag~, which cODtaioB

three narrow eduulDs of k.loded mini.>u type
with iJO rWrn! between the oo!llmntl, he pl"V

nmmces it goo<i, :>.nd ,,,mth...es: "'Vhile the'
columns ~r(' narrower than Liberty's,
the rult.a--like pri~n b!..rs;
~mt of dMe high.-:.,i?A8 pt'~'i'j ticals and ont

end-sp:>.c,~~tY'e,being
IeElrs:;l\:~.ercoat alH~ a ,;himney-pot

in that paper f:1poil wh&t
efIwt." Tbi, the
that has



illg of "1'I'alwnalth "; but liul'(!ly MI', Bwwn
will not IlI'glHJ that Il l'l'ohibitive t:lI'iff tax which
}"'tJ\'l!lltl'! importll ultogcther is lelils objectioJlahle
than one which enhanceH priceH and takes" I'cal
wl'alth, "

I will not here make any statement which
MI', Bl'own will question. I will not UHsert that
the l'l'strietion on note-issuing talws l'(:al wealth
h~' forcing horl'owm's to pay higher rates of in
terullt than would prevail under fl'ce banking,
sineo 1\1 ", B,'own may dispute this proposition,
It is sufficient for my purpose to remind him
that freo banking is prevented by the tax on
unauthorized circulation and by the fines and
imprisonment attached to violations of the
banking laws, Is not, then, the question of
finance vital to Democraoy when it means .the
question of rest~icting the issue of circulating
media by prohibitive taxes and penalties,
when it means monopoly secured by legal and
arbitrary meaDs?

Perhaps Mr. Brown had this thought in
mind: that, since, as a matter of fact, neither
the gold Democrats or the silver Democrats
stand for the democratic principle in finance;
sinoe neither wing advocates cessation of gov
ernmental tampering, or proposes to do away
with artificial regulations,-both might as well
drop the subject in favor of one on which they
do take a demooratic position. From a Single
Tax standpoint such advice would not be un
natural, although every impartial obsernlr
knows ',hat the money question is now '" u~: "
for settlement, and will not be sidetracked or
obscured at the bidding of those who want har
mony restored in Democratic councils, But, if
:Mr. Brown meant to convey the suggestion in
dicated, his language in no wise expressed it.
It expressed something entirely aud l'adically
different-and something absolutely and '1.ston-
ishingly wrong. v. Y,

Anarchy is Order.
[Continued.]

IlL-THAT nm INDIVIDUALIST DOGAtA IS THE

ONLY FRATERNAL DOGAIA,

Let [10 one talk to me of revelation, of tradi
tion, of Chir.ese, Pheniciall, Egyptian, Hebraic,
Gl'eek, Roman, Teutonic, or French philoso-'
phies; outside of my faith or my religion, for
which I am accountable to nobody, I have
nothing to do -.dth the vagaries of my ances
tors; I have no ancestors! For me th~ creativn
of the world dat('s from the day of my birth;
for me the end of the world will be acoom
plished on the day when I shall restore to the
elementary mass the apparatus and the afflatus
which constitute my individuality. I am the
first man, I ~"all be the last, :My history is the
complete result of humanity; I know no other,
I care to know no other. When I suffer, what
good do I get from another's enjoyment?
VVhen I enjoy, in what do those dlO suffer de-

It~'act from my pleasures? .Of what conse
quel'cc to me is that whioh happened bef!)re
me? How am I concerned in what will hap
pen afte.· mQ " It is not for me to serve <l~ a
sacrifice Lo reS')0ct for extinct generation~, or as
an ~~;{ample to pOS1.nrity. I (10nfil1e myself
witllln the circle of my exirtence, Ilond Jihe only
problem ,,' tat I nave to soh..' 13 that of my wei··
fare, I have but ont> doot,riu~, that doctrine
nas but one formula, that formula h:\8 but one
word: ENJOY! Sincere is bPI whe- confesses

Il,i·~·....·""·,, --- "".__.'---------_.-.1

LIBERTY. J"J
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Principle and Finance.
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•
tem of hankinS', 1\11I1 tlw haMill of ci!'clIltltioll
was of little impol'talHlc, OJl(I ()QultI paMM it ovea'
as 1\ n1larl\Oh'l'istic 8inglo.Tax Ilotioll, 'l'o tlw
ol,thotlox: Single '1'axea' tho hl1,tth~ of stulltlar4ls

lu"tld .outhl~ Ii" Sixty Otltl\ll a Yeu; Two Year.. 1\8 now wagod iRa sa<l waHto of tlllOl'gy antI boo
Otlll .Dolla\,; Weuele Copt.II, l'ive OOQQ, tl'a~'l\l of ignorance of tlw l'(,lal CllUStlli of exist-

~~~--,~_....._,--_.-. ..........."..--~=->~... ing indllstl'ial ulalatljustluents. ()oe is awal'e
SE~J, u. 'J!U(,K~'U, ~:lwrOI\ AND l'l;BLl~IUII\,_________~'_'_.~. ,_'__.~____________ of this orotohet, and prepared to make tlw ne·

()l1h. or Puhlirlltiou, iN GolIl Street. oessary allowanoe for its logical implioations,
~1 Otic,' Addn't'<!: LIBlU\TY, T', O. Box No. t31i/, New York. N, y, when controvcrsy is not deemed profitable,

But :Mr, Brown's proposition meaus much
more; he aotually asserts tLtt tJ.t· tal'iff issue in
,'olves a deep and high general prinoiple, while
the ,'urrenoy question r.I is a matter of detail."
It is only when the financili.l qutl'1tion means the
question of taxation, the expropriation vf pro
Jucers at the will of the majority, that it is a
vital one to the Democratic party, while it is a
secondary and minor matter, hardly worth
quarrelling over, when it is a question of the
kiud and amount of ciroulation, The funda
mental Demooratic question of individual
liberty has little 01' uothing t,) say about these
" details. "

"Well, let us see. '1'0 begin with, Mr. Brown
contradicts himself. He guardedly says
guardedly, on account of his audience, which
was not prepared to receive unadulterated liber
tarian doctrine-that" it may be in the tri-

At a recent dinner of the Chioago Iroquois umph of the really democratio principle of abso-
club, a DeJnocr;1.tic or~anization, Mr. E. O. lute freedom of contract, and the abrogation of
Brown, known to T,;berty's readers as a strong all legal-tender laws, the currency question will
individualistic Single Taxer, delivered an ad- certainly find a solution," (Parenthetically I
dr<>ss on "The Future of Democracy." I am may ask Mr. Brown, who demands precision
not concerned here with the prospects of the !lnd accuracy vf e, ~.ybouy else, and will there-
Dpmocratic party, so-called, or of the chances fore pardon my rather verbal point against him,
()f reconciling and remarrying the divorced gold Ihow tha',; which" may he" can be "certain"
and silver wings of the organization. Mr. at the same time.) This is plainly equ~valent

Brown, I may say in IJas8ing, thinks that the to sa)'ing tht the theoretical and logical SOl~l.

Dingley-Aldrich tari£: affor1ls a.n admirable cp- tiOli 3f the financial question, f;'om the D<'lfiO-

portunity for a f>uccessful assault upon Repub- cratio 8tan~polUt, must be fo:.;.nu in abolItion of
licar:ism, and he urges Democrats to sink ~ ht;:lir legal tenders and in absolute freedom of note-
differences on all othf>" questions and to reform if!!'uing and banking, It foJJows, clearly
the Hiles of the party" upon an issue involvin2 Ienough, that the existing financial system is
a deeper and higher fJ.uestion of personal1i~erty not dChH.'cratic, but paternalistic aLd govern-
and natural rights." Elaborating this sugges- mental, and that no Democrat can consistently
tion, lUI'. Bro ...:n expressed himst:lf as follows: acquiesce in it, or in any modification of it

which falls short .·f freedom. But, if so, how
For it seems to me that we Democrats, gold men

and silver men alike, ought to recognize that the I can Mr. Brown ~ay that the Democratic princi-
Democratic prineiple-the principle, that is, that in- pIe of liberty is not involved in "mere
forms ar.ll gives life tl) the Democratic party wherever fin::~lCe?' How can he say that hanking and
and whenever that party has real life and vigor· -is standards ,md circulation are mere matters of
something more than a matter of detl'il or of mere detail? fhe contradiotion is so flagrant that
finance. When the financial question means the ques- :Mr, Brown's failure to c1etect it can be ~'.,}_
tion of taxation; when it re~ates to the taking of real
wealth, the product of labor, from a man's hands who cOlmtbd for only by reference to the Single-Tax
has proGuccd it, to apply it at the will of tile majority bias and tendency to treat the financial question
to purposes of w3JCh that man may entirely disap- with scornful and undisguised contempt. Pre-
pro"e.-ior ~hat is what taxation meanS,-then the judice is notoriously fatal to logicall'easoning
financial question is indeed a vital one to the Demo·
cratic rarty. and consistency.

In the natural evolu~ion of L::~ine8S and its methods, But, wlthout dwelling or, this oharacteristic
in tL j lxtension of buuking facilities, it maybe in the slip, let me examine the strange proposition
triumph of the red.lly d"IUI)(,rattc prilld!>le of absolute that the tariff system of the RepuL1icans 1;1'

freedom of contract, and thl} ~b~ogati.?n of al.l1egal. . other protectionists involve" a more serious in.
tender laws, the ~ur.:mcy quesUO'l WI'} t:ertamly find I.· f' d· . ~ I 1"b " I ..
a llOiuticll. But the essential prin<'l!ple (,: :;he Demo. "aSlOn 0 In IVl<1Ua I ertJ- tLa:l t Ie ~XlstlDg

Cl""tic party iii oc"ncthing more than a ~l;.~tion of bust-I cnrrenc/ E-ystell. "When," says MI'. Brown,
n€&l\ methods; it is fundamental; it is heifef in and I"tht: fillaneial, que8~ion m,ean~ the quest,ion of
the advocacy and defence of personal, indl1Jidual taxation; wll!'D it relates '(.I) the takin~ 0f real
lHle.ty. [note the a re.a l "] weaHb, then the financia \

are open to serious oriti- Iq,lI;stion iii inue,;d a vital one to the Democratic
a.ostonisbing in the mouth of party. " And, p -ay, hvw does the gr Yernment

0011811,teIlt on the ques- prevent freedvill ')f uot~-i8~uing? One of the
means is a tax ot lieu per c~nt. or.. nIl eiro liatbn
not p-uthorized by the oaokblg Ill.\V. Thiii'l t.ax is
problLttive, and does not le&.1. to the dh'ect tak-

----------~-..

~ Thl' appcamnce in (he editorial column of llrti
clt.·s over other signatures than the editor's initial intIi
cates that the editor approves the!,: central purpose and
general tenor, though he doe~ not hold himself respon
sible fOlr every phrase or word. But the appearance in
other parts of the paper of artieles by the same or other
writers h,· no IllCllJlS indicates ~hllt he disa~)pr( ';es
w~~m in ::n)" respect, such l~h,positi()n of tliem being
governcil largely by motives of cOllvenitO~ce.

.. _m ~iF;g rf!ni 111111 intdlWe. (lItt/lUl vutigu qfold-tim, w·
Hl"y, !', Rtlt'Q/utioo aOOlis!les at one so'ob tllttl'word qf tll, tt:rdCU.

,~, .1: 8<I<lt o,t tlltl magistrate. the club qt'tke PQliMltan. the UauU"
qf tlle c,fn-lln, tlltl er(l$ing·ktii/e Ql t/l6 department clerk. all tll()8d
~ia Qj .Pditks,w,\ich young Liberty grinds be'IMth Mr llNl." -
PRouDno~.



['ro be continued.]

1 ti,) Literature of Anarchism.

" itlwl'Il'I a I'IlwdlW\(l fit' (~flwardi"I~ ag-alllst tlH' f6l\V"

l\l·~('ry of whieh OIW (llUlIlot illvoke civilization
W~tliOllt lII11klll~ it (·itllt'I' ridimllolls 01' oclicJlllol in
the C'YClfi of cmltivalc!d Iwoplt~.

hilt I eallllot bdit~v(l that all my f~l1()w·eiti

Zlmll d(llib(ll'nt(~ly fllel the lw(l(l (J1 sm·ving.
W~,nt I f(~(ll) <lvt?rybody mUHt feel; what I
tbnk, everybody must think; for I am neither
more or less than '" man; I am under the rmllw
simple and laborioll~ e,mditionH to which the
first worker tbat comes is subject. It astolli8h08
me, it frightens me, to meet with evel'Y step
t~at I take in life, with every thought that my
bra:n welcomes, with every enterprise that I
begin, with every Cf>hl that I need to earn, a
law or a regulation that says I me: no pas-
sage this way; no thought that way; no enter- ,
prise in this direction; flalf 0f that coin must be
left at this gate. Confronted with tbese mani
fold obstacles that appear on every hand, my
intimidated mind sinks into brutishness; I know
not which way to turn; I know not what to do
or what to become.

'Who, then, has addel1 to the atmospheric
scourges, to the decompositions of the air, to
the insalubrities of climate, to the lightning
which science has learned how to (JU[!t~'vj, this
occult and savage power, this maleficent genius,
which awaits humanity at the cradle to cause it
to be devoured by humanity? 'Who? 'Vhy,
men themselves, who, not satisfied witlt the
hostility of the elements, have also made men
their enemies.

The masses, still too docile, are innocent of
all the brutalities commltted in their name and
to their detriment i they are innocent of them,
but they are not ignorant of them; I believe
that, like myself, they feel them and are indig
nant at them; I beHeve that, like myself, they
are in a hurry to have done with them; only,
not ck-arly distinguishing causes, they know not
how to act,. It will be my endeavor to teach
them something in this direction.

Let ns begin by pointing out the guilty.
. A, BET,LEHARIGUE.

LIBERTV.353
it; au imp".... '.,,· is lw wbo ,l\'uio/i it. plIhlie l'tlnllllll1l:\ ill to r(lollt"I' all 1II'(I(Hlily lUI pOS-

Tllis is bt\,l'\' iu,lhidualhull, lU\tin' ('goillllU; I tliblt. into tJltl traditional dogma of rtlHignlltioll,
do not ,lelly it, I oOIlEtlSS it, I verify it, I hOlli'\t abmlg'ution, I\IHl l'I{llf'l!I\(ll'ititH', 'l'hBl't, yOll will
01 it. stww ml" tbat I may <1Ut'stion him, the I'\till find not 1\. f'ow prot(lt,torll who will tell YOIl

man who woul(11'('proaoh and hlanw lUl'. DOllll to desl'iHe dohe/( at the l'il!k of ridlling yOll of'
lUy t'g(lism (10 yOIl l\ny harm? If yOIl I'\IlY HO, them; thel'o yOll will find not 1\ f(!w de',oteml
)'ou have no r('I\SOI1 to object, to it, for I am fl'ee who, to save YOI\I' 80nl, will tell you to be eon·
in all that duel! not il\jure you, If you say )es, tine,lt, in evt·rything ex('ept the proteclJi,:m of
)'on a1'(' ,\ thi"l, fol', my egoism bt'ing only the yonI' wives, daughters, and sistel's from annoy-
siulp}t. appro!,l'iation of myself hy myself, an nnce at tlwil' hands. Thanks to God, we are
appeal to my identity, ~m atnrmation of my in- not lacking in devotpd fl'iends who would accept
<lh'iduality, a l'rotest against aU suprcml\o~', if damnation for 0111' sake, if we would decide to
you admit t~ll\t yVll are damaged by my act in gain the heavens by tile old path of the beati-
taking p,I"St'SS\on of luyself, by my retention of tnde, from "'hieh they politely step aside, in
my own perSOll, -that is, the least disputable of order doubtless not to bar our passage.
W)· propcities,-you will declare thereby that I Why do all the perpetuators of the old·time
belong to yon, or, at least, that you have de- hypocrisy no longer feel at ease on the scaf-
sign!> on me; you are au owner of men, either foldings erected by their predecessors? Why?
established a~ such or intending to be, a mono- Because abnegation is declining and individual-
polist, a coveter of another's goods, a thief. ism is ~row:.ng; because man is acquirinc:r. suf·

There is no m.ddle ground; either right lies ficient confidence in his own good looks to be
with egoism, or it lies with theft; either I be- willing to throw off his mask and show himself
long to myself, or I become the possession of at last as he is.
some one else. It cannot be said that I should Abnegation is slavery. degradation, abjec-
sacrifice myself for the good of all, !lince, all tion; it is th~ king, it is the government, it is
having to similarly !!acrifice themselves, no one tyranny, it is struggle, it is civil war.
would gain more by this stupid game than he Individualism, (;n the contrary, is enfrant'.hise-
had lost, and consequently each would remain ment, grandeur, nobility; it is the man, it is
quits,-that is, without profit, which clearly the people, it is liberty, it is fraternity, it is
woul<l make such sacrifice absurd. If, then, order.
the abnegation of aU cannot be profitable to all, IV.-THAT THE SOCIAl, CONTRACT IS A MON-
it must of necessity be profitable tv a few; * STROSITY.
these few, then, are the possep.;ors of aU, ,lnd Let each individual in society affirm himself
art: probably the very ones \T ho will complain of personally, and only himself, and individl:al
my e~oism. sovereignty is founded, there is no more room

Eve,y man is an eg(l~st; '" !1oover ceases to for governmeut, all supremacy is dedtroyed,
be one b~;::()mes a t}l;ng. He who pretends that man is the equal of man.
it is not necessary to be one is a thief. Meanwhile our social life is mortgaged to all

Oh, yel! or know, the word has an ugly by contract.
sound; so far you have applied it to those wbo RGusseau invented the thing, and for sixty
are not satisfied with what belongs to them, to years the genius of Rousseau h:ls been dragging
those who take to themselves what belongs to in our legislation. It is by virtue of a con-
others; but such people are in tbe human order; trllct, drawn by our fathers and ..e~ewed later
you are not. In complaining of their rapl\city, by tae gnat citizens of the Constituent, that
do you know what you do ? You establish tht government enjoins us to see, hear, speak,
yo,.r own imbecility. Hitherto you have be- write, and do only what it may permit.
lie.ed that tbere were tyrants. 'VeIl, you are Such an, t.h.' popular prerogatives the J.liena-
mistaken; there are only slaves. Where no- tion of which constitutes t.he government of
hody obeys nohody commands. men; this government I call in question so far A remarkable volume has recently been is-

Mark this well; the dogma of resignation, as it concerns me, at the same time leaving to sued in the French lan.;uage, valuable to all
abnegation, self-sacrifice, has been preached others, if they desire it, the privilege of serving I students of soeial questions and of especial in-
to the people. 'Vhat has been the conse-, it, of paying it, of loving it, and, finally, of terest to Anarchists. It is nothing less than :>.

qllence? Papacy and royalty, by the grace of dying for it. classified guide to the literat~lre of Anarchi8m
God, resulting in ca..,tes of bishops and monks But 43ven though all other Frenchmen should in all countries and tongues, including books,
and princes and nobles. Oh I th~ people long consent to Le governed in their education, in pamphlets, and newspapers, with titles; names
ago resigned themselves, renouncerl themseives, their worship, in their c.-edit., in their manufac- of authors, editors, and puhlishers; and dates of
annihUated themselves. Did they do well? tures, in their art, in their labor, in their affec- issue. " Probably a little pamphlet of ,,,bout
'Vhat do you think about it? tions, in their tastes, in their habits, in their thirty-two pages," the reader may say to him-

Certainly, the greatesu pleasure that you can movements, and even in tbeir eating, I declare seH before seeing it. But on seeing it he will
give to the somewhat discountenanced bishops, I that in right their voluntary slavery no more be as surpl'i13ed as I was to find it a bulky
to tbe assemblies that ha,ve replaced the king, Iinvolves my responsibility than their stupidity book of almost three; hundred large octavo
to the cabinet ministers who have replaced the , compromises my intelligence; and, if in fact pages. As Elisee Reclus says in the pref2 ce:
princes, to th~ prefects who have replaced those their servitude '.lakes me in, s!) that I cannot get " I confe&s, for my part, that 1 did not kn,\w
grand vassals, tbe dukes, to the sub-prefects away from it; if it is notorious, as I cannot we were so rich; the importance that this still-
who hav€' rep.awd those petty vassals, the doubt, that the submission of six, seven, or . incomplete collection has assumed is a great
b:>rons, and to the whole series of subordinate eight millions of individuals to one man or to SUI priRe to me.~' We are indehted for this
frnctionaries who~tandtoUil in the stead of 8,' '. ral men involves my own submission to this w.>rk, which must have h~en one of great lahor,
the kJ1ightll,l); 7'(meo'!, and lordtings of fend- same man or to these same men,-I defy any t\l M. Nettla.u, a Cvmmunist living in T"ndon.
alishl,--tbe greatest pleasure, I Slloy, that you one whomsoever to find in this act anything but Undoubtedly onl',) of the most puzzli 'eat-
can give to all this nobility fattening on the a trap, and I declare that at no time haG the ures of the compiler's task wa.s that of e.. lviug

barbarism of any people practised upon earth a a scheme of classi£cation for this" Biblio-
"Tl1«P ill a :,)\,1tallap"'!.~m .~. wrlter's fllatew'l1lt; he prooo- more unmistakahle briga:ldage. Igraphie de l'Anarchie " (1 had forgotten hdl)re

::~:p~~~~:l~~~~Yth~d~:::~ only mi~~o::'o~nv~~::; :g~::~ :::1~~~:U::neii:~: ~~ ~~:Cv~~~o~~l:~h:~~c:l~~~~~;:o::ri~~::.;.~~:~



" ],'reiheit" and the Chicago " Arbeiterzei-
tung n in order to Iwell the list of " Commn
'list Anarchist n journals in the German lan
gUl\ge, while my " Liberta. n (the German edi
tion of Liberty, in issuing which the Schumms
coOperated with me) and the German transla
tion of my "State Socialism and Anarchism,"
as well as all the works of our comrade, John
Henry Mackay, and of Dr. Arthur MUlberger,
the German champion of Proudhon, are placed
in the early pages of tbe book under the head
ing, "German Anarchism from 1840 to 1880,"
in order to represent us as among the erratic
precursors, though all of tbese appeared subse
quent to 1880 (excepting one or two of Millber
ger'&) and most of tbem subsequent to 1890.
Again, Lum's " Alarm" is placed in the
" Communist Anarchist" section of the book,
in a list of journals published in the United
States. This list, if somewbat heterogeneous,
is avowedly distinguished by Mr. Nettlau from
Individualist Anarchist journals in the English
l~,nguage; yet Lurn's '" Alarm," in the main,
taught the economics and ultimate politics of
Individualist AnarC".ism. I..Ulll himself, too,
tbough cbaracteri.zed by Mr. Nettlau as a
Mutualist, appe2.rs in the Communist category,
and not elflewhere. If he was a l\Iutualist,
that is, a Proudhonian,-w hy is he 110t classed
with MutuaJists? The same error is made re
garding V oJt:tirine de Cleyre. And to Com
munism is given the credit of the" Twentieth
Century's" economic symposium, " The 'Vhy
I Am's," though of the six contributors to it
named by Mr. Nettlau only John Most is a
Communist,-Yarros, Lum, and 'rucker being
Individualist Anarchists, Stuart an Individu:~l

ist, and Holmes a nondescript. And, most
astonishing of all, Henrik Ibsen, cert4i:oly the
most famous of Hving Individualist Anarchists,
is mentioned but once in t.he book, and then
np-d.r the end, in a miscellaneous chapter on
modern libertarian literature. It is not strange
that the Communists are loth to concede Ibsen
to the Individualist Anarchists, but that be
belongs with them nobody can deny. Perhaps
we ought to congratulate ourselves that. Mr.
N ettll'.\u does not claim him as a CCUlmunist.

Errors of a different sort, s~ch as that which
represent.s Spooner's "Trial by Jury" as an at
tack on the jury as an institution, I have not
time or space for pointing out. Nor have I
the disposition to do so, save as an aid to Mr.
Nettlau in hifl work. I am sure that all my
readers will join me in thanking him for hili
great service, even thougb bis bias partiaHy
thwarted his undoubted desire to be fair.

Tbe price of the " Bibliographie de l'An
archie" is five francs, and the vollIme can be
obtaiiled of P. V. Stock, 8 Galerie du Theatre
Fran9ais, Paris. The compiler's address is M.
Nettlau, 36 Fortune Gate r~'~rrace, Willesden,
London, N. 'V. T.

LIBERTY.3S'3..
~ WiU1()lli d~al illj\UltiCQ iQ 01. In _,. Ollted for tbe purpose of lIultAining a tbeory all
~Mt> alloh a talk i. iutriaaiaaU,. iuoapable to the evolution of Oommunilm,-quite bon-
()f acoowplisbuumt. '1'() compile a consilltent estl,., no doubt, but Ilone tbe Jeu unwarranta-
bi~pby of Anarch,. it i. neceuar,. first to bly. Tbat tbeory is that tbe more or leIS re-
de~iuo wbat Allareby ill, after wbiob it will OOllioUlIlipiritll who, from tbe earliest period in
be a comparatively easy' nlatter to catalogue the tbe billtory of Socialism, bave exbibited a grow-
workll't'p~ntingtbat whiah Anaroby ball ing aversion to tbe formal authoritarianism of
~n deoided to be. Then geograpby, lan- State Socialism have after years of groping
guage, and ohronology will be the sole motives through a multitude of vagaries and experi-
in the schewe of olassification, alph:.ootical in- mental notions, suoh as Individualist Anarchism
(1,Ct'8 supplying a key to the whol.,. But, if and ?t'Iutualism and extreme Manchesterism and
the oomp~ler starts, as Mr. Nettlau appears to Collectivist Anarchism, settled down at last
have started, with the theory that all are with ,.j- tual unanimity upon Communism as tbe
Anarchists who so call themselves, he will final and complete eApt'ession of tbe libertarian
promptly and continually come upon biendings idea and tendency. Nothing could be falser.
and shadings ancl overlappings and contradic- The truth is that tbe early rebellion against
tions and contrasts which no arrangemant of State Socialism was not prompted by a hatred of
divisions and subdivisions, however minute, authoritarianism exclusively, but frequently-·
3nd no system of cross-references, however perhaps in most cases-by a batred simply of
elaborate, can possibly reduce to order, or formali8Dl. This rebellion grew sporadically,
shape satisfactorily to any, to say nothing of men of force expressing it here and there in
all. Mr. Nettlau's book abounds in proofs of their own way. But, as time went on, the two
this, although containing·also plenty of evi- elements of opposition 1;0 State Socialism began
dence that it was his sincere endeavor to sink to crystallize into two distinct movements, and
his partisanship. Spite of all his efforts to be it was at about the same period that they re-
impartial, the bias of Communism has had its ceived clear recognition as such. One crystal-
marked effect. In commenting on this, I am lized into the revolt of the instinctive men, the
moved by no spirit of captiousness. My main anti-formalists, and dates as stated, from the
feeling is one of gratitude to Mr. Nettlau for final congresses of the Jurassian Federation,
the good work he has done. His book in any (1880), at which the Kropotkinians gained de-
case is an extremely serviceable one, and the finitive ascendency ~ the other crystallized into
purpose of my criticism is to enable him to the revolt of the rational men, the anti-authori-
make his subsequent editions less imperfect. tarians, and dates from the foundation of

At first glance Individualist Anaruhism seems Libel·tyat Boston in 1881. Since then" Vom
to have the place of honor in this compilation, munist Anarchism" and Individualist Anar
the first thirty or forty pages being devoted to chism have commanded the attention of the
it mainly. But a closer examination shows world, being confused by the ignorant, and dill.-
that Individualist Anarchism is thus placed by metrically differentiated by the intelligent. In-
the compiler on the theory that it is, or was, dividualist Anarchism! therefore, instead of
one of several precursory influences leading up being one of numerous forerunners of Com-
to what he styles" Modern Anarchism," munism that have finally (lied &way or been
which had its beginning as a definitive move- merged in it, represents a distinctly opposite
ment in the final congresses of the J urassian tendency to that of Communism, which came
Federation at the initiative of Kropotkine and into empbasis before the public cont~mporane-

Reclus,-iu other wf)rds, to "Anarcbist COq,l- ously with it.
munism,,, to which the bulk of the volum~ is Now, Individualist Anarchism l'roposing to
given. Of course, under such a scheme, the substitllte for the existing order as well as for
bulk properly belonge to that, school, for Indi- the order contemplated by a completer State
vidualist Anarchism hardly exists as a move- Socialitur. a thorough libertarianism, and" Com-
ment outside of the U oited States and Eug- munist Anarchism" proposing to substitute
land, in spite of the fact~:"'at some of its ear- simply a formless and nnorganized authoritar-
liest and most important sources helong to the iani~m denyiiig liberty ill some of the most im-
European continent. But this is no excuse portallt of its appiic3.tions, it is obvious tbat the
for a w.:lheme ofcla.'lsification wl<ch, by implica- two cannOt properly be catalogued in a U Bib-
tions if not by direct assertior, treats Individ- liography of Anarchy," for one ill Anarchism
nalist Anarcbisul as a back r .Imber,and "Com- and t"~ other isn't. Nevertheless, there being
munist Anarchism" as ill>' ouly AnarchisOl up- those who think that this can be done and who
to-date. Under tbis scheme Proudbon, tt> insist upon attempting it, it is incmnbeut upon
whom a spedal chapter is devoted, is counted, them to award to each of these schools its
of course, only a precursor, thoug~ ~,bere is prl)per dignity and treat them in accordance
nothing Anarchistic in " Cf\mmunist Anar- with the lines of evolution upon which they
chism~; t}>'t cannot be found in Proudhon's bave developd.
writings, while there is much in it that is au- That this has not been done in the " Biblio-
thori"arian to which he would bave lent no graphy" in question is my chief criticism upon
sanction. And even Bakol1nine, to my sur- it. That in dealing with so large a mass of . I The young and reverend Casson, whom Mr.
prise, is not numberedamoug the purely or- material Mr. Nettlan should have made some Byington quntes in ilia A. L.- W. (), depart-
thodox. It seems that he was a" Collectivist minor errors is not wonderful. On the con- ment as saying that. it "takes less brains to be
Anarcbist," whatevartlla1i~aybe.. So that trary, tbe wonder is that he has done bis work clever as an individualiflt thao as a Socialist,"
the chapter fJriv"n to h~~v~arsjD1medi~tely so accurately. Some of his errors, bowever, must, if he shares the view of his fellow So-
pr~cediD~ the..:tinal re~~~~t, intheprO<le8S grow out of his erroneous scheme of classifica- cialist, Mr. Sidne~' Webb, Cave a
which has calminatedin<"Communist Anar- tion. I!'or instance, Robert Reitzel's opinion of the inteHectual

cown.".. ., ./.. ..;i;///) .....•....... ./.i//<. . able " Arme.1'eufel," as well can Socialists. Mr.
}ltow, i; i5..~~~~tnewleMtosay.tba~}t~:u~~/: : "Znkunft,"which leaned America

l'iA>gelbu' i.p"tei Ande~e," dividualist Anarchism,



eLIBERTY. SO
provo capable, u a people, of grasping clear Ideaa on a machine for exchanging tho roal things, tbe bread
the question, thore oao be no doubt that the whole of and meat and clothes and hOllees, which are what we
the nlneteenth·century civilization, such aB It Is, will really want. Better, In fact, because, If we could use
perll.h. paper documents only. we might uee the gold aDd

For we are put the stage where It was poa»lble for sUver coins and bricks for far better purposes than
Individual atlaptatlon to secure the survival of the In· Jingling tbena In pockets and pall8in1( them from hand
dividual in the midst of a hostile society. We are so to band, from pUl'BC to till and from till to purse, until
far developed ROClally that tbe new conceptions re· tbey arc worn to dust again. Sheer waste, that is, of
quired for further social advance must be received by good gold and sUver, useful as thuy might be In their
a part of aU the social members large enough to deter· incorrodlbllity above tin and copper for sauce·pans,
mine the opinion of the whole, before they can have fly-screens, and many other purposes.
any influence In Improving the material prosperity of If paper will do, why not, in common sense, use
the socinl whole. Otherwise the Individual of highly· lJaper?
developed ideas will be c:'ushed by the pressure of a Yet here ollr wiseacres will step forward, put on
more' barbarous societ:r, ""hich he alone is unable to their spectacles, and solemnly announce that, as 100g as
enlighten. there is gold and silver to payoff the paper promises

Moreover, we have reached a point in social develop- with, the paper promises are all right, but-and so on.
ment where the social assimilation of correct ideas True enough, in a sense, too, this is, and once upon
about money is imperative. The astonishing state of a time it WI1S thought nccessary for the man who paid
affairs with which we now find ourselves IlDcxpectedly out paper promises to have an equnl amount of coin-
confronted in these last days of the century is wholly money in his strong·boxes to redeem his paper prom-
a problem of distribution. Things enough, in all con- ises. But now there is not enough coin in the world
science, we have, llnd we hllve unlimited power of to redeem more than a small part of the paper prom-
making more things,-cnough for everybody to have ises that are used every day.
plenty; but, strange to say, for some hitherto unper- The truth is that, as the exchanges of the world in-
ceived cause, tllC people who WILDt to go to work to creased, and the time came when there was not enough
make thiogs cannot, and the people who want things gold and silver to effect these exchanges, so that r20·

cannot get them, and everything is in an t'conomic pIe had to resort to paper pro'nises, with goll: and Ail-
lUuddle. vcr as security, the exchanges of the world incf(~ased

As I said, it is a problem of more skilfully dividing IlO vastly that now there is oot enough gold llnd silver
up what we have produced. or what we can produce.- i3 tue world even for secul'ity for tl'e paper promises
a problem of distribution i and a pr,)blem of distribu- that are reqUired as &. machine to exchange things.
thn is a money problem. becllUBe money, after ail, is Coase\luently the paper money of to day, in spite of
but a tool to accomplish distribution. the demonstrations of the wiseacres, is not secure.

In trying to get light on this parnmount question, There is thl'ee or four or eight or ten times as much
begin by discarding everything that is usually read or paper as there is coin which the paper promises to pay,
said about it. I so that the time must come, and does come every little

On general principles, when we are looking for a while, when there is more coin wanted than can be had
solution of a social problem, we must e...:pect to reach for redeemin~ the promises, llnd one of the financial
conclusions quite opposed to the Hsual opinions on the crises, or panics, cnsues,-one of these panics that are
snbject; otherwise it would be no problem. We must becoming so ominously frequent aud fatal.
expect to have to attack, not whllt is commonly re- Still, up to panic point, wc'set for ourselves that
garded as objectionable, but what is commonly rc· paper promises serve sutnciently well. Were it not
garded as entirely proper and normal. that they promise to do what it is well known to be

Therefore, begin by disbelieving all the usuai talk, impossible to do, they might serve even better. But,
and all that is printed in newspapers nnd thcl regular notwithstanding this drawback, paper it is now-a-
run of books upon money. A good deal of what they days, and paper of some sort apparently it must be.
tlay is true, but it is so mixed with what is filise that, Let us drop, then, this word money, along with the
until you have your fundamental ideas straightened old conception of gold as the only money. What we
out, by which to'liscriminate for yourself, you will want to do is to trade, to exchange, by the easiest
be as much misled by what is trlilj as by what is false. means. Paper so far is the easiest means. C'ill it no

As for incomprehensibility, don't for &. moment im- longer money; call it ('urrency, simply for conveL,ence
ll.gine that these money and finance questions are as' Iof nomenclature. Paper currency we know is possi-
complicated as the people who write about them make ble; it seems to be inevitable; as a fact, it is almost the
them out to be. For the most part, these writers do enly currency used.
Dot in the least understl!nd the matters they write Consider now the fact that a CP~~aill quanti.; of
ahout, and they inevitably jumble the mere accidentR this paper or other currency is 'leeded to carry Oh the
of the practical workings with the essential principles horse trades and innumerable ot.ler trades in these
of the theory. wide-spread United States, in tll.s wider-spread globe

In the concrete money is complicated enough; in the surfacc. As things are at present, what currency we
abstract it is simplicity itself. Let me try to give you have is restricted in quantity in two ways. The first
some clear idea of the simple bottom principl.~. of these restrictions is the survivh'~ belief that gold or

In the first place they will tell you, with a profound silver is the only possible commodit.)- thth can redeem
air of wisdom, that the only really real money is gold paper currency. Although it is absurd to suppose
and silver. }Ioney-metals thzy call them, in theit'su· that a currency is safe when there is :mough gold llnd
percilious, round·eyed superiority, as if there ~ould be silvp.r to redeem a part of the currency, yet the super-
liny inward unwei(hable virtue in gold and silver, stition survives that a certain proportioL. must be
rather than in any other metal, or even than in any maintained, and that, although we may l'~quire nor-
other substance, which must forever make them the maJly thrice llS much paper as gold, yet it would not

, only possible money I Tbat is the first falsity that yOll be ,. safe" to have more than twice as much.
I will have to deny to yourself in your own mind, im;- The second restriction is the method by which alone

spective of my denial of it here. more currency cao be obtained when it is needed.
For i~ thp.se matters each must t,hink for himself. Think of currency, nil the time, as simply paper

&lieve nothing on the authority of others. Weigh documents, destitute of value in themselves, but neces-
and understand and decide for yourself. sary to .:eep the running accounts straight between

True enough it is that gold and silver have been men. Statisticians will point out that by far the
much ased f,)r mOD(~y, have in their time served a greatcr part of the business of the world is done by
good purpose; but it is also true that thellC gold and Ichecks and drafts and such c' .Jlmeh. :&1 rievices, and
silver coins are but a sort of merchandise themselves, wili urge that currency is really a trivi:>i matter. ai-
and to exchange other merchandise for them is, after most a superfluity.
all, nothing but a kind of barter. Anybody who bail passed through .:.'l fiuancial

Besides this, it Is long since gold and silver were the crial8 of the year 1893 will know how essential this
only money. For many years now papl)r documents matter of currency is. During the height of the p&nic
of various kinds hr.ve been used as mODey,-have been no currenc) could be obtained. The consequence was
paid out and recdved for goods and services In final that bupiness almost stopped.
settlement. So that gold and slIver are evidently not Other devices were used as far as
the only money. Paper promises, we see with our credit; people kept on
eyes, are 8S good 8S and silver 8!1 saries of life; what few

Interest.
Interest is what is paid for the use of n:.>ney. Un

doubtedly interest is paid for the use of other things
tban monpy, as when d house or a piano is rented j but
other things command a price for the use of them
only because restrictions upon the issue and loan of
money make it impcssible, except by paying a price
for it;; \llle, to borrow money with which these other
things might be bought.

So it is tbliit the q!lestioQ c.f intcrest hat.6s upon the
money q'Jeflr.fOD: and whoever would understand how
it is t' t a larg" part of tbel'roducts of labor is taken
from .f, '; producers by thOse wbo do not labor must
have some idea of money and finance.

Money and finance! Oh, horrible I exclaims the
reader; I Dever could understand anything about
fioance!

Nevertheless, it is a
are in
finance; we

A new illustration of the dishonesty to
which fanatics will sometimes descend. Funk
& ,Vagnalls, proprit~tors of the Prohihitionist
"Yoice," lately addressed a series of questions
to a list of literary men, in which list I was in
cluded. The questions related to the advisa
bility of the use of alcoholic liquors by literary
men. I answered them as cO,ncisely as I could.
The various answers received have been printed
in tht> "Yoiee," but those which I sent have
been 80 mutilated that I am made to appeal' as
opposed to the use of liquor by literary men,
whereas, if the answers had been printed as
written, it would have been seen that I am in
favor of such use with certain conditions and
limitations. If Funk & W agnalJs lied about
the others who responded to their questions as
th.:::, have lied about me, their symposium is
more lil'.ble than reliabL~.

Sexual association with a girl under eighteen
b;r her consent has been ml\de in many States,
by legal fictIOn, an act of rape. Now the cry
goes up that rape shall be made a capital of
fence. Lloum pays! as Forain would exclaim.

A Hin', to Father Confessors.
A young French priest. being overwhelmed by the

numaer of people that came to his confessional, an·
nounced from his pulpit that thereafter, in order to
prevent the crush llnd confusion, he would hear the
conftssions of his flo<;k in categories, and in the fol
lowing order: :Mondays, thieves; Tuesdays, mur
derers; Wdnesdays, perjurers; Thursdays, blasphem·
eM; l"rid3Ys, forgers; Saturdays, women of light
character. The plan worked to perfection. From
that moment the young pri1!st's confession-box was
completely deserted.

-----

llRiu of the labor movement. aN in the Anar
obist tW:np. Now, if the oomparatively feeble
bfaiu-l)()wtlr re<luire<l, iu the opinion of the
yOUDg and reverend Casson, for the making of
a oltwer Anarchist is virtually all the brain
power of whioh the Amerioan labor movement
0IUl boast, the obvious infertlnoe is that Amel·i·
(.lau &cialists arc tiresome blockheads. \Vhioh
uobody (\an Jeny. -----

My readers are entitled to an apology for
the very objootionable arrangement of matter
in tbis issue of Liberty. 'l'hl\ alternative was a
still more objectionable delay in publication.
1'he difficulty arose out of aj'at~pa.~ in
H make-up," any repetition of which I shall be
wise enough. to avoid.



of Wl\~I'lI\ fol' Wtlt'K aft,,1' w(,,,k,
nil'll to ~tlt nlnug withollt 11111'-

.7'1'Ylll:Uualcl'lO i~ wila uuly Iltlll\OIllU\'l\ltld hnw
ill!. Ch(lCKS and mt'rol\ntih~ 11'"

lltlr aft! l~U.)' upon clll'l'ency. heing "II 01' them
l'rouli$e.\i to l'l\.)'clII'l'tml'y; cl'edit docs \\'t'll tJnollgh 1m'
1\ while. in tllt' c~xp,:etlltion of currency to iwu,lu hill·
u~_ but ut/hher I"\lll\mc'rdlil paptlr 01' credit can take
the plaCt! of thtl orgl\ul:4tJd cl't~dit th1t we ('1111

Nll'l'eUCy,
This Cl\ll'ft'llC.)'. tlles(' documents tlmt pllSS from hllnd

to haud. without endOl'Stinumt and in tinal settlemeut.
41ust ~ bad. and lUust be 11Ild every year in greater
quamtitit's as the tmde of the world grows.

Now. in order to get thc"se iustruments of exchange,
wbat do we do? Manufacture them or buy them?
:By nQ means. We have to borrow them. borrow them
from the banks. We do not realize it, most of us
plain people. beCIIUse we so seldom come in contact
"'ith banks ud banking devices. 1\Iost of us do our
work ud get our wages at the end of the week. pay
our grocer's and butcher's bills. and think little of
whero the bills come from or go to. Where they go
is plain enough; the butcher or the grocer deposits
them in some bauks; but where they come from is not
so plain.

Where does the bank get them?
The bank gets them from 11 set of politicians at

W~hington.who are in the service of the banks and
bukers.

They have these bills printed. and lend them to the
banks at a charge of one per cent.• which is callcd a
tax. but is th~ same as one per cent. interest. .

The banks lend them for as high a rate of interest as
they can get. and. the scarcer currency is. the more
they ;:;an get for it.

Remember. too. that the banks do not lend without
taking security from the borrower. He who wouJd
borrow from a bank must either deposit with the bank
some tangible security. or he must give his personal
note for it. which is the same as pledging his stock.
whate:c:c it may be. The bank lends him no wea:th,
beca-.JSe he must have wealth himself to pledge, to t',le
lUllOllDt he wishes to borrow. All the bank does i,
lend its name to certify to his sohency. And. for tllis
insurance of his cr~dit, so to speak. the bank can mak\'
him pay at least six per cent . lending the bills that it
receives for one per cent. for six. or even more. in
proportion to the ~tress. up to one or two pel' nent.•
not yearly, but monthly. on a certain class 01 Joans.

By the necessity that people are under of depositing
their c'urency with a bank in order to do business.
and by the equal necessity they are under of borrow
ing from the bank at times. the banks are enabled to
tax uo all. on every transaction, six IWr cent. and
upwards.

Nor is the payment of this forced tax the greatest
wrong. Indeed. we might pay all they demand. and
still be happy, were it not for a far greater ill that is
involved. This ill is the intolerable restriction on the
amount of work that can be done. on the amount of
employment that can be obtaincd. on the amount of
wealth and coftlfort that can be produced..-a restric
tion that 15 cauSt:d by the arbitrarllimitation of the
currency-s":pply.

We see u'" the present moment thousands. yes. hun·
dn·t!s of thousands, of men throughout the country
anxiuus to go to work to produce each the things that
the others want to buy. They are longing. all of
them. to exchange the products of their labor. The
coal·miners dying because they arc not allowed to dig
cool to warm tbe shoemakel1l. llnd going without shoes
whicb the shoemakers may make, but are forbidden to
exchange with the cool miocl1l. And so it is through
out the industrial world; ODe cannot produce. because
another canno', produce. Yet the bankers will tell
you-and probably it is true-that there is a vast
hoard or currency whieh they wonld be only too glad
to lentL Yt'll, no dOUbt. but at rates of interest higher
thaD anylYldy can pay for it; or, if at lower rates, than
tUlder e(l~d:ti(m3 regarding time of repayment that
mue it borrow. On loons for a. definite
period not lelie five the must part
Ax-will their In otber kinds of
Delllt, when
pnee is tOO
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hunk Y Yes, in l\ Wl\Y i In IUlotlwr wny. III'delt,tlly not.
In tho tI"st phlQe, thero ILro IIlWII which a11llolut.t'I.y tOl"
bill tho issue of Imy more bnnk (~afrency, t:xcc'pt hy the
deposit. not of I\ny good security, but of govcl'Illlwnt
honds which prlwtlelLlly cannot be lind,

In the second phlce. there Is about 118 HI\lch pjllJr
cl1rt'cncy already lu existence as tho goltl t.u<1 sliver In
existence will warl'lLnt, lllld. ns lou~ Il!I gold flud sliver
11l'll tlw only legal secur:.y for CU1'l'ency, there cannot
be much morll currenc~'.

But why not. you will ask, leave other things for
security. beside gold anll silver, if thero Is not enough
of these?

Here is precisely the trouble. ThlJre is a United
States law heavily taxing any such issue of currency.
and there are sepaJ'ate State laws making it a criminal
offence to issue or pass any other currency than thllt
lluthorlzed by the government..

So that the monopoly of the "ban.ks, although not a
formal monopoly, is maintained by so many legal re·
strictions thllt it is just as close a monopoly really as if
it were formally so constitut.ed.

Were it not so, in crises like the present business
concerns of high standing would payoff their em·
ployees in small due·tickets, which the employees in
turn could pay to the coal·dealers and hatte;'s, who
would receive them on the credit of the standing of
the issuing concern. Shortly institutions would
spring up of even wider connections, to make a busi·
ness of handling such wage· tickets, issuing their own
in place of them. and a currency system would grow
up, undefended by law. dependent on its merits for its
existence, and furnishing a method of exchange with·
out any interest charge at all.

This is what is meant by frpe banking. The old
State banks werf> not free at all. but subject to all
many restrictions as banks now are. with the same reo
sult of making their services expensive and inefficient,
or even detrimental. '

Really free currency means. in the first place. no
legal.tender laws.

Why'; Because l\ really sound c\~rreucy people will
.::.::. ve u.; L3 merits. Only an unsound currency
needs a legal-tender law to compel people to take it.
'.... ur?resent cuaency needs it because it is necessarily
..~lsound; thp.re is supposed to be enough gold to reo

I
deem it. but everybody knows that there is not; conse·
quently it requires law to compel people to receive it.
Take away the law, and the fact that a currency com·
mands confidence is assurance of the sufficiency of its
security.

Really free currency means. in the second place. no
legal requirement of any particular kind of wealth to
redeem it,-not gold or silver or anything else.-leav
ing that to the judgment of those who are to receive
it, but who cannot be compelled to receive it, in the
absence of compulsory legal tender laws. if they do not
like the security.

Really fl'ee currency means, in the third, fourth.
fifth, and nth places, the removal of all other taxes.
inspections. certifications, and restrictions of every
kind.

In the absence of such restrictions, imagine the
rapid growth of wealth, and the equity in its distribu·
, ;on, that would result. Thus, for a supposition, a
group of men would pledge their possessions, houses,
workshop!!, goods, and chattels to a sufficient amount.

They would print notes of certain ema)) amounts,
one dollar. two dollal1l. and IlO on.-and scrip of even
smaller denominations. A farmer needs to stock his
farm. Now he must mortgage it for six. eight. ten
pel' c "It. Then he would go to the free bank and
pledge his farm, and receive the use of its notell, 8

handful of them. to the amount of half the value of
his farm, for which he would pay not six, or four, or
even tWI (ltt cent. Thru~·ll'larters of one or one per
(~ent. wCl:ld be all he would have to pay.

Why, Because thel'(J wou~d be other trc<, oJank"
competil;~~ with this bank, so tnat the prkt- ,if cur
rency wou,(. suortly come down to tit" mere n;Sl ')f
ruuning the !Jank. paying tl'e clerl,s an': prl:. Ll~;g the
notes.

Although starting as local concerns. and lit fil1lt
commanding only local confidencp, it would be but a
short time befort a system of currency would bH da,

that would extend over thE' ""rid. as even
of crerHt are International. while

mObt gOVBrllnwnt, lIotl!1l 11ft! ollly 111111011111,

l~IHllll&h. If you IlIwu not yet ellll~ht till! hlltll,
keep t.hlnkillb' about it, 111111 ~'ou wtll cVf!lltlll1l1y
seizo It.

In doing IlWlLY with Intt'fef;t for the USIl of mOlwy.
we do away, Ilt one blow. with Inh!fl!l:It of all klrllhl,
wlwther clllled Interest, or under Ilw nnm(! of hOIlSI!'
rent, dividends, 01' share of profits; tlw trifling amount;:.
that would be paid for the use of currellcy would not.
properly sp<mklng. be interest at all. bill. wllges, paid
for their labor to the people who made it their busi·
nebS to jll'ovlde currency.

All that is produced. It must be borne in mind,
naturally belongs to the producer. It is only by the
artlticlallegal restrictions that we have permitted to
exist that a. large part of the product is taken from
the producer and handed to the idler in the forms of
rent and interest.

By aboll'lhing these we permit the producer to retailll
his whole product. to the ndvantage of all concerntd;
for everyone knows. and no one better than the idlers
themselves. that man's greatest. happiness is in conge
nial and productive labor.

But a far greater advantage will accompany the
abolition of interest. Not only does interest now take
a large sli<;e of the proceeJs without~ivin~any eqniv.
alent, but it actually pre7ents people from producing
anything like what tht:! could produce otherwise.

To go to work at all. land is essential; to work to
any advantage, exchange is essential. No machinery
ever invented has the· wealth·producing power or di
vision of labor and exchange of products.

Yet we have so arranged it that, b3fore anybody
can go to work, he must pay a tax to somebody who
owns the land, and. before anybody can trade. he must
pay a tax to somebody who owns the tools of
exchange.

Remove these bonds, and the volume of production
would more than suffice for all human wants.

In doing away with interest, the cause of inequality
in material circumstances will be done away with; the
f:rightful scene of overfed luxury and of helpless des
titution that now shoclts us will disappear.

For ages the dream of mankind has been equality;
for ages the achievement of equality has eluded our
efforts.

Even now men's minds are filled with devices which
are expected to at least bring equality nearer,-""'de·
vices such as the taxatio[ of inheritances and the taxa
tion of large incomes; all bungling attempts to remedy
by legislation the ills whch are the outcome of pre
vious legislation.

The only real remedy for inequality is the discovery
of the cause of inequality. and the remov~l of the
cause if that be possible.

Up to DOW the prevailing opinion has been that ine
quality of fortune is caused by inequality of ability.
You are poor, sneet the well·to·do. because you are
not as capable as we are. It is because we do more
that we have more. .

Nor is such an opinion without plausibility. There
unquestionably is so great a difference in the abilities
of men, as well as difference in their wealth, that it
seems not unreasonable. at first blush. to connect the
one with the other,

But, when we learn that the boaFt of the well·to·do
I is without foundation, another view prevails.

When we learn that the only 'work that is work at
all, economically spcaking. is productive work. and
that the well·to·do are well·to.do in proportion as they
do less productive work, and depend more upon other
people's earnings; when we find that they have. as it
is called. an independent Income, which. clever or
stupid, industrious or lazy. honorable or scoundrel.
tht·y continue to r~celve. we begin to doubt the cor-

I rectness of the opinion which 80 loudly announces that
men have only what they merit,

Yet even when we have reached this point of qut!s·
tioning the validity of interest. we are stili at a loss.
It seems so reasonable. it is undoubtedly so just. that
one should receive for lending what anothel" is willing
to PI\Y that we are quite baffled in our inquiries. The
o!d·fashiclled indignatio~ '\gains~ the money-lender
secms 80 misplaced. for w,') p~r:l<:ve quite clearly that
the money·lend" is doing (\fl13' what. the borrower is
anxious U.<lt be shollld do.

f1'iP al10ther co:ntr'lldiction
t.hr.' thl.· interest.



","11 ItllpoMlblt.
of tbtl aCCllm\l

COlnp()\Ulid UJI',",.".-I\UW t\ dolh\r. Ht
0 ••• WQ\lld ow o\ltvl\lue HVtlral

for ourulves that these
llUli>it,,\utiallly trUt, When we consider,

good of aU Interest is ct»upound
iutt.'res.t. DlallY people who 1't't'eive inwreat do
Dot spend it all. but ioveet IIiOlDtl of it to draw ll\Ore in
terest. we s(''tl that it is impostlble; tbat at t\ certain
polllt the rate of inCI'CIUle Is great~r than the whole
product 01 tbe globe could Imy,

It ill only wbeo we beglll to undentand that the bor·
I'Ower does not really pay frooly.-that he is compelled
by <\ monopoly. backed by rifles. to pay what he
must,-that we begin to see the cause of inequality,
ud to undentRd tbe remed~-.

Imagine. then. t\ society in which equality pre, :'ils,
!)ces it 800m absurd to fucy a hod·CtUTier as lcnrned
and as polished as a physlciu, or a stevedore as a
companion of 1\ college profeesor f It does seem a
mere fantastic flight of fancy; it is really tbe gool to·
ward. which society is tending.

For there is nothing intrinsieally degrading in the
work of a hoo·(.·arrier, There is no reason why the
~llege student.wbo has delighted in I'Owing and has
been a fai!" student besides. zhould Int choose hod·car·
rying as a congellialathletic occupation. and continue
a cultivated and well·bred ruan. The excessive
amount of labor which now bends the backs and
breaks the hearts of the hand·workers is quite unne
ce&Sllry;the free society of the future will need but
three or four hours of so eXhausting toil.

Besides this, with substantial equalit)· of reward
will come equal power to secure the advantages of ed
ucation and leisure. The hod·carrier will have money
ud leisure enough for self·cultivation, enough for his
son's and c!\ughters' college.going and E<li"Opean
travel, and all the refinements that anybody else has.
• Then, too. will vanish the odious .. social distinc
tions" tbat now sicken. He's only this, and she's only
that, quite unfit to associate with our superfine selves,
whom somebody else in turn snitIs at, will all come to
an end; and iu mere arithmetical and financial truth
ud justice will be laid a foundation for the brother·
hood of man which sentiment alone can never
establish. JORN BE\'"ERLEY ROBINSON.

A New Departure.
To the Editor of Libel'tp.

The Legitimation League, of London. "~ich has
had flo somewhat pflf,sive existence since it3 formation
four YCllrs ago, ha~ now entered upon a " .new cru
sade," as some w'iter put it,-viz., the advocacy of the
principle of sexual freedom, or freedom in sexual reo
lationships. If th~ League carries on its suggested
public propaganda of this principle as energetically as
some of its pres,)nt members have done recently in
magazines, pamphlets, and papers, we may look for
ward to some interesting developments.

The adoption of new principles in a movement has
its consequences, aud the -:oesult of the addition of the
one given abmre is that 7.Ir. Wordsworth Donisthorpe.
Mr. Greevz Fisher, and others, have left the League.
On the other hand, there has been an infusion of new
blood. When I mention that Oswald Dawson,
'}eorge Bedborough, Louie Bedborough, Seymour,
ladcock, Rockell, and WastaIl ar~ still within its
I"luks. dwre is no immediate cause for concluding that
the work will for lack of ability. energy, and
enthusi~m.

1 herewith the objects of the League as now
amcndt..d:

1. To
frcadom in

n. Toereate
iilpring born out
equal righUi

The IDC1Dbership,
who subscribe,.
nteo nut I~ll

TIM! ~oDd
~~k8

~

~1fl)t
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Ilorh\llt mntoor, and, with a view of bringing the
I(lague's objects aud tlw correlative tcachingR before
thtl public notice, It hi ptoposed to hUlIlo n mOllthly
Orgllll, ., Tho Adult: a jonrnal for the nd Vllllcement of
fl'lWtlOlll In soxual relatlollshlps," at tho democratic
price of fle penny, whloh orgun, It is hoped, will
havo 1\ llll'ge measure of support in thu United StatLS
1\8 we!! liS in Great nrltl\in. A nice room lias been se·
cmed, too, at John street, Londou, ami this will be
utilized in due ooursll 1\8 a soolnl club for the mombers
and frll'nds. and for the transaction of the League's
bUrliness: pro tem, they are enjoying their meetings at
,Mr. Bedborough's ., Holborn Uestaumnt." Altogether
the prospects of success are b.lght,-but what will tbe
moralists, the philistines, and the prudes say? No
doubt they will have their say, but so will the cham·
pions of .. freedom in sexual relationships," The
press has boycotted them largely In the past, but every
week brin~s news of opening columns, and, the sooner
the fight begin'" the better for a clear understanding
of the subject at issue. 'fhe address of the secretary
is: Geo. Bedborough, 127 East Street Buildings, Lon·
don, W., England. WILLIAl\f GILl\IOUR.

Communism's New Tactics.
1'0 tlte Editrn' of Libe1·ty:

The smallest paper yet pUblished in the unjustified
typography is the" New Era" of Lakebay, Wash., an
Anarchist·Communist monthly of four very small
pages, not well enough printed to be a credit to the
typographical cause. It gives much attention to the
land question. In No.3, just at hand, it calls on the
down·trodden.farmers of its neighborhood to refuse all
payment of taxes and to repudiate principal and in·
terest of all mortgages. If the attempt is made to
evict anyone for non·payment of tax or mortgage, the
sheriff is to be allowed to take all the trouble he likes,
and the family arc to move back into the house (with
the neighbors' help) as soon as he is out of sight. If
forfeited premises are offered for sale, the occupant is
to advertise in the county paper that the purchaser
will not be allowed to take possession. No open or
personal violence is to be used, however, in any case;
but, if the ilitruder insists on settling in the disputed
house, he is to be wurned that, while he stays tbere,
.. nothing of bis will be safe in that neighborhood."

I
But at the same time he is to be told that, if he will
build himself a house on auy land not actually occu·
pied and used, all the neighbors will help him build.

This is said to be the policy pursued by the Irish
Land League, but I doubt whether the idea of making
peace with the intruder by letting him haw the unoc
cupied part of your land is of Irish ori~in.

It is clear from all indications that the English·
speaking Anarchist· Communists Qf the United States
are drifting away from the idea of violence, at least as
a present·day policy, and toward that of passive resist
aDce. So mu"b the better for the cause of progress.
The above scheme is doubtless strictly passive to a
Communist's eyes, since the only invasive or retalia·
tory measures proposed are against property,

STEPHEN T. BYINGTON.

Wise Words from Mexico.
[Monterey. lIlexlco, 'l'lme8.]

Some friendly hand has sent the" Times" a copy
of a paper entitled" Facts from Dcmver." Its prin·
cipal object appears to be that of advancing the cause
of silyer. It proposes a method of increusing the cir·
culating medium of the western States, Which, while
not altogether a new proposition in principle, will be
new to a great majority of its readers and ours.

It is always interesting to follow any effort to bring
relief to trade by meaQIl of an enlargement of e ':change
facilities, without arbitrary measures. Such plans
appeal to the judgments of mankind individually
and. if accepted, are thereby shown to contain some
good; if neglected for want of practical utility, no
body has been harmed. And It usuaHy happens that,
when there is a want felt by the public and vari;;l1s
schemes are proposed to supply it, though these be
defective, they will suggest something that will fin·
ally emerge from the chaos and prove itself to be a
practicable thing.

Of eourf.C we think, and have no doubt, that the
proper and real solution of the monetary questioo Is In
free coinage aDd free aDd not in law8to

forml the usc or the dlllllSC, the parity ,)1' 1. e disparity,
of auy articles. 1'hcu, If gold uppel fS to lJe more Hr·
vlccablc than ailver, either ns a Rtup,iard or aa a mo·
dlum, or M both, it will be adopter', by thOllC who can
ntl'ord to have the best; bllt others will not be forced
to stand idle for want of money, it they CllOOllC to ac
cept silver and tind that it pays tbeir way. By resist
ing sucb a solution the party in power in the United
Statea is tempting a forced cOllversion of debts to the
silver qtandard at a future day on some turn of pol
Itlc. As for free banking, tbe idea, we are sorry to
sa;, 8eems to be far from the tboughts of American
politicians of all parties. If teu thousand producers
wish to make paper issues, based on their mutual
credit, content to have them circulate among them·
sciveil as a means of exchange free of the special toll
of usury, they are not permitted to carry out any such
plan, however solvent they may be, and whatever
guarantees they otIer that every note issued will be reo
deemed by acceptance for merchandise or services by
either of them on demand. at par with coin; becaul!C
thE; idea prevails, both among the financiers and the
masses, that nobody should be allowed to do what
everybody else does not perceive the wisdom or neces
sity of doing. This species of prohibition is decidedly
against the method of industrial evolution. The rule
as to such progress is improvement by trial and selec
tion of the most effective economic forms. Under free
choice any error in method is an immediatt; instruction
to all observers. aud the errors can be abandoned at
once; but, when legislation steps in to prescribe and
proscribe beyond its proper province, which is to pre
vent fn.ud and robbery, the inevitnble errors of the
legislators are riveted upon the business affected, and
the evil may be of long duration before a repeal can be
had. Even theu some other ill·fitting provisions are
the most probable sequence, and there are leaders and
a party bent upon resisting the evidence that they
had perpetrated a mischief. Inasmuch as their per·
sonal interests are not concerned,-assuming that the
lawmakers are honest and not mercenary,-pride has
play and renders them stubborn, in grievous conirast
to the studiolls care of the industrial man to reform
whatever he nnds working ill in his business.

There are millions of dollars' worth of wealth in ev
ery State, which could be made available for the ulti·
mate redemption of banknotes. ~nd tile owners of the
wealth and the 'TIcn who desire to work for them
could escape SUCll interest charges as paralyze indus·
try in the western Stated, if they were free to organize
their credit; but tJlis must not be done, for parties,
however diverse in their tenets, from :M:(;;~inley to
Bryan, are agreed th~t there shall be uo contrivance
permitted in the nature of currency that does not ema
nate from the government. Hut Dot to digress further
from the purpose at present to notice what is proposed
in .. Facts from Denver," it is, briefly, that the State
government, say of Colorado, shall receive and store
silver bullion and issue for each ounce a certificate and
a 1I0te, the latter receivable for taxes for fifty cents;
the cer.tifi.::ate entitles its holder to the ounce of bullion
on payment of fifty cents. Thus every ounce would
be monetized at fifty cents, and the variable excess
value would be the market value of tbe certificates.
This plan appears to promise entire safety, and puts
no pressure upon the owner to sUtrender his marginal
property in the bullion. As th(' notes would be a
clear addition to the circulating medium, they would
not have to bear any high rate ot charge for the issu·
ing,-simply en..mgh to cover the expenses of ware..
hflusing the silver, printing the notes, and comptroller.
ship.

Important as this plan may be for the western
State~, it should set men thinking that the more im
portant thing still is the liberty of contract, by whicb
many other excellent expedients, to some persons per
haps less clear, but in principle the same, could be
made uvailable to release industry from usurious tri
bute. Professed finan<'inl ('xpertsmay assert the in
utility of silver or of paper thllt could be based upon
the value!! of plantations and vast stores of insured
goods, with ample margin 0.' security, because, they
say, the laboring mli.ll get'l without working
for it. The truth ofteu Is the laboring
man stand! idle, there IS a between
his enforced Idleness and of
property would haTe to
set that laborer at work.
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archism, they might not be utilized in {urt.be,
emphasitl of Comrade Fulton'. weekly caution
to his readers to look out for their kidneys
wiIt'II they find stains on their linen? T.

LIBERTY. an

In Defence of Prison Bars.

My supply of targets is running a good dt'al lower
th!}n it used to. Perhaps this is because friends out·
side the Corps are reminded of ita existence only half
as often as when Liberty was a fortnightly. I hope
some of them will keep 1\ sharper eve out for utter
ances that wQ can use. The greatest results in the
world are achieved by persistent pegging away, and I
have good reason for being slIre Vlat tbe Corps is do·
ing more of thi>. 'aitbful pegging away thun are the
comrades who have no regular appointment of work
for the cause. But we must have targets. I neVer
could see why a larger number did not join the Corps
itself; but at least you can send in occasional targets,
if you will only keep your eyes open for the opportu·
nities that are constantly appearing. Looking for tal'·
gets will be an educational process to yourself, sharp,
ening your pel'ception of the relation of Anarchism to
the things common people think and talk about. I
speak from experience, having all along looked out
more targets myself than lLny other one person. Pro·
bably, by hook or by crook, I could furnhh them all
myself; but I am not anxious to try.

I think pa'pers are generally the bes~ targets. bl't am
glad to use the names of influential persons sometimes.

Target, both scctions.-Herbert N. Casson, of the
'Workingmen'slJhurch, I,ynn, MIlSS" is a young, ener·
getic, and intfuential State Socialist leader; not a
ClITistian, I believe, although he calls himself "Rev."
He lately said:

We are not civilized enough yet to "boUsh gove!n
ment !lnd discharge all the police, as philosophical
Anarchists propose to do. If cur park regulations
were abolished, every shrub would be torn up. If the
bicycle laws were repealed, it would be impos'lible to
cross the streets. Remember, there is not a single
collegp. in America that teaches self. control ; a;'l,j public
ownership is for that purpose-,to make liS fit to be
tree. Spencer himself declares that his" Law of
Equal Freedom" applies only to .. straight" men, ill a
perfect society; and Socialism is an industrial expe·
dient to make crooked men straight. '.' . It takes
less brains to he clever as an individualist than ad "'
Socialist; and it sounds well to declaim about .. indi,
vidual rights" and" non invasion of personal liberty,"
but it won't work in a world of crooked people.
Houses l\fe not built with phrases.

Remind him that philosophical Anarchists do not, in
general, propose to discharge all the police'. Show
him that freedom is workable among men such as
now exist. Show the error of cxpecting public own
ership to make U8 any fittH to be free than we are
now. STEPUgN T. HYINo·roN.

[Continued from plIge I.]

Comrade Fulton to realize that the space thus
wasted is equivalent, in his pight pagm! of
three columns (~ach, to about a column and a
half of his leaded minion l'~)adiJJg.matter, or in
a year (fifty· two issues) to sevPIlty-cight col
umns, which is again equivalent to more titan
t!tree iSimes of the" Age of Thought." In
other words, to gain a pretended restb~;tic ~d

vantage which I dispute, and which, to say th"
leal't, is doubtful, he giveg his reader", in re
ality, only forty-nine Jlumbers of his paper
annually, while appearin~ to give them fifty
two. To my thinking it is poor economy.
Yet it bas a consoling aspect. 'Vere these
three issue~ not thus ./asted, who can

devoted ito eXI:>ositicm

Anarchilt Letter·Writin, Corp••
"Ilfl Secretary WAil'" every reader of Uberty to Bend

in his name for enrolment. Those who do lIO thereby
plt'ttge themselves \Q write, when pOllllible, l\ letter
every tortnilht, 011 Anarchism or kindred subjects, to
the" target ...igned in Mberty for tbat fortnight,
and to notUy the IOOfetary promptly in case of any
failure to write to " target (which it is hoped will not
olten oocur), or in t'lUlC of wlJ1porary or permanent
withdrawal from the work of the Corps. All,
wbether memben or not, are asked to lOBe no oppor·
tunity of illform~:lg the secretary of suitablc targcts.
Addrellll, STEPHEN T. BYINGTON, Belvidere, N. J.
W For tbe pl'esent tbe fortnightly l,upply of targets
,,·m be maintained by sendhlg members a special
montbly circUlar, altematbg with the iUlle of Liberty.

A Chance for Action.
The address on the new special jury act, delivered

by the editor of Liberty before the Social Reform Club
on llay 25. seemed convincing to the majority of
tbose present, and promptly bore important fruit. On
tbe following Sunday, at the regular meeting of the
Central Labor Union, Comrade James ~lcGi1l, whois
tbe d~legate of the flasterers' union to that body and
an entbusiasticworker in the cause of Anarchism, in
troduceJ a resolution t:mbo\l)'ing 501111' of the centrul
points of the lecture (to which he had listened) and
calling for a mass meeting to protest ngainst the new
jury H.W. It was adopted without a dissenting voice,
and i~ given in full below:

}tMrllU. the legislatun! ofthestateofN_ Yorkror18ll6~
a'special jury law whereby tbe trial of importlillt crimilllll case8
will be taken out of the hands of ordiullry juries and placed In the
hand", of 'Ipel:ial juriet! drawn from a >;I>ecilll panel of at lea8t three
thoutmnd men; IInt1

lrh~rell~. ,;pecillljnry commlssionel'l! h!lve been appointed under
this law in the conntiC8 of New York and Kings,-the only conntles
to which this law applies,-and are now engaged in selfJctins special
jury lists: and

JVlierelU, this law is""iu:picious in its origin, bavlnA' been passed at
the suggestion of~!ceBarrett, w.hose decl~ion8 from the bench
have generally been'hostile to ~he lights and mterests of labor: and

ll'haeaa. it creates a new departure in tbe judicial branch ,Jf our
government by placing the selection lind control of specilll juries
and of the special jnry commil!l!ionel'l! in the hands of the judi·
ciary: and

Whereas, by exemp;ing from ordinary jury duty ~he three thou,
saud mell selected for the special jury list, it so altel'l! the ordillary
jury list as to make it less repreeentative of the community at large,
:ll'd thereby strikt'f! a blow at the jury system: and

Wlier,;a$, by the qualifications which it pr<....cribes for "llCcial jury
dnt}', it e.,clllf!ps from the special jury box all men of iDllependent
miud, and tills it with mere tools for thL execution of unjust and ty
rannical desigus: aud

tVliereas, a maclline hlls thlls Ix,en crpated for trill I by the cJB!l8{'S

of questi'Jns deeply aff(,cting the li!Jert)' and welfare of the masl!Cs;
and

Wherew<, this virtual transformation In our form of government
hM been eifected in 'H,creey through aD apparent conspiracy of
silence on the part of the prel!l!, l!O that a great majority of the peo·
pie lire ignorant tbat such a thing hlUI bappened: therefore, be it
R-x;;~d. t!lat tbe Central Lab"r Union cauee a m8lll meetinA' to

be held at all early date in Cooper Union. or some other snitable
hall in the city of N. w York. to which all citizens, and eSjX.'CiaJly
tl1<".., interes1(.'(i ill the shall !Je invited.
for the ways and

be now

llA~ .lMlit 'l"wQ~.. val,", of "i. OWn \Q st"o u
_,,~, hut. 1\1,; wtU tl\i"k h,iee before cont.ract."'.
aD \~',atkm \Q pay loki wttl\ tl\o buk, ...te and OOn'
clhiOOtl u\Q time a," fondOlUre. W"'reM tho ..me
JU't)~'OWlMf would be feafl_ Dd onterprisin,.
to .lint a num'*' III laboren aad make OlDy im1>ro"o'
tm'uts of p1'Olll*the advaDtap. oould he be permitted
to jll'" wUh ot.htlrll ud illllue. throu,h their Mnk. a
noll' ~i"abltlfor any goods tbey have lIOld or for
hIe, but without obU,atlon \Q keep a specie rtllIerve.
SUt'h & plan WQuid include allvel', but would not ex,
clude wheat, corn, wool. cotton, iron, It'lld, tobacco,
~(liftlC, 8u,ar, rlee. and maDy otber articles from being
virtually monetized by tbe producen and merchants
cooperating; and. instead of production being para
lyzed M now in the United States. employment wOlAid
\w geDeral. and consumption unchecked by fear or en·
fOf('edidleneas.

Tbe low rate of interest reported from eastern
ct:ntres is simply the evidence tbat borrowers with the
8t:cllrity required are not to be found who dare take
the money and put it in businellll at their risk j and,
wben a western man wants money in ordinary busi·
ness, he does not get it at any such rate as the New
York financial reports quote, but at a rate which can·
not but be perilous to most enterprises, especially
during a period of falling prices.
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