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I Dr. Eugt'ne Schmitt, of Blldapeftt, who !iOtIM

ytOarli! !\Iino'"' took''"'' prize of the Berlin
Academy for his work on the " Secrets of the
lIegeliaD Dialectic," has just resigned his P0i'lt
in the Hungarian department of justice un.le'!'
poouliar circumstances. His philOlOI)hical in­
vestigations have brought him to the Tolstoian
conclusion that. government I,.r force is inoon­
sistent with Christian lo\'c, and he has for !lome
timt: eflited a magazine !!CUing forth tbellt'
views. The miDister of justice requested him,
as an oftice~holder, to refrain from publication
of luch views. To tltis Dr. Schmitt has fl'l'lie.l
1Iy an open letter, under date of SepteDlber 10,
18~1fl, in "hicb be tJll'OW8 up his office, dl'claring
that he finds it " iuc()nsisten! with his honor to
!K'l'\'C under an institution which reprcSt'llts the
Ifogal oppression and exploitation of mankind,
and whollt' system of viollmce aud slaver.)',
fOllndl~d on blood 3.nd iron, is in radical COlltra­
lliction with the noble principle of Christiall
love :t'lll with the c:lt'Ui/'u'ds of man's 1'011­

science." It sel'm. probablt! that no action
will be taken by the government in the prl'lll­
ises. On two occasions, when bis \yriting" han'
been judicially attacked ill Prussia, Dr. Schmitt
has offered to deliver himself up to the German
authorities, but his offer \\'as not :l(!ccpted.

Stillaliother journal has adopted the new
typograph.)-, making, in all, six that now re­
gularly use it, whereas there was not one ill

, 18!J.t, when Liberty introducl'd it. TillS is II

better record than any typc-setting machine
can point to within so brief a period. The
latel'!t acces.~ion comes from Englan'l. It is
" Natural l<"ood," a sixtt.'Cn-page monthly 1](>­

\'ott~d to hygieDl~, publis1'!hell hy Drs. Emmet
and Helen Densmore anti editl~l Ity Arthur
'VaI't3.lI. In itt! October iS8ue th~ type i" Sl't
without" ju!'\tification.·' CuriOll!'\ly, in hil'l :lll­

nouneement of th{\ ehange, the editor gives the

chid ereelit to the" International Art PriDler,"
IH~\'Cr Intmtioning Libt,rt~" although eyery pl·r­
l"O!l wdl infoflllt...1 upon this mattt~r knows th"t
tb€ " International Art Print~r" ,,'as k-ld to
adopt the new met.hoti througb tile a(ho<-~ae~y of
it by the {,tlitor of I..ibert,y i11 sig~ anti un·
signl.,'tl articles contrihuted by him to varit}tls
jounlals. I might suppo.~ tb~ e<litoor of H Na­
t~ral l<"ood " to be ignorant of thi$, were it. nell
tbat I know him to be familiar with u Lneifer ,~

and other American organs of achauOOd
opinion, that hi8 columns contaiu an ad""'R­
ment. of the " Ace of ftottpt " (WtiiCh ..
the Dew t1J'Og1'aphy), ud t.hat at·1&S\~ if
Dot twice, I havemaiWhim a U~'

The weak things of tail n
confoundiug the m'
be t.he g)ory, if ....

NEW YORK, N. Y" OCTOBD, 1898.

galling the situation must be to him J How
great his j~l'.r and rage!

At last GoUin has disco'"ered a simple lest
or touch!!tone for the H honest yob'r" who can­
tlot un<ll1rstaDll the intricacies of the financial
question and who sincerely desires to flo what
i8 right. Toe rt'ader will remember that God­
kin has reversed himself again and again on the
qtH'l'ltion whether the experts or the pto'Ople at
large are the more competeDt judges of what a
Mound and ,;afe currency is, atHI that his latest
deeision was to the effect that, iC it were not
for misl.'hit'vOus profl~S8ors and quihhling e(~o­

nomi!'t!!, the }>('ople would stick to t.he gold
I !!tana~lf<1. His (~(mfidence in the people must

have received a !le\'el'c shO(~k, in spitt~ of the
~rush;ng failure oC Bryan which Iw and tl]('
otllt.'r truthful New York editors haw' bt'fm so
loudly (though not without an umlertonc of eC­
fort) proelaimillg. He is not so !!ure that the
pl·,>ple w(,uId ehoo,"e the gold standard, an.l
f.·('I"I t lw !J"l·,1 of a !tir"r·li6'~l\1i(·n ·.'f tlh.' 1""0­
bh~m. At the end of a coillmn-and-a-half
editorial on the" main question," Wt~ tind thi!'!
great lliscovery: "ThB common sense that has
come to prevail concenling eternal salvation
may properly be called on to display itself in
the solution of our financial problems. Instead
of puzzling over ratios and values and apprecia­
tion and depreciation, let peoplt· ask them­
selves and ask others which side in the present
contest stands more clearly for national honor
and good faith, and for honest and just dea.ling
between man and man? Theril is plenty of
sophistry to be heard on both side!', we admit;
but with this simple touchstone the vot"'r who
sincHely desirt~s to do what is right will not
find it difficult to select the true course." It is
s('arcely neeessary to point out the lamelll!s8,
impotence, and puerility of thi!! conclusion. It
would disgrace a schoolboy. The" i'limpl..
quc!ltion ,. e\'olved by Godkin i" exactl)' the
qUl·stion which requires an exhaustive study of
•• ratios and values lind appredation and de­
predation," for it is in the light of thclJ(' lliffi­
cult subjects that one can <ll.'Cide whether
Godkin or Bryan stands for hont~st dealing an.}
good faith. DoeIS Godkin imagine that his
pharisaical claims and preteDsioDS of virtue lUId
honesty are on a par with demonstrated facts l'
Does he expc<lt hil cant about" sound money"
and .. honor" to be accepted wit.hout a heavy
discount? Unfortunately for his cause, his
credit haa entirely vaDished. EVeD witaOtlt
his admi88ion, mOlt people are aware that he
talks II plenty of IiOphistry." Bot IIOphiltry
is his oDly refuge; if he really relies on tile pa­
eral faith in hi. disintereatedne.. and purity, he
illolt.
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On Picket Duty.
The uext i,.,.lu· of Lib.:rty will appeal' 011 or

~hont Nonmh.;'r 1.5, and it ill the intention that
future i~l'!III'!'1 shall ap~ar on the fiftel'nth ,lay
of th., month. Set~ announ;;ement on !!t\cowl
I.agf~ regl1l'lJing the chl\ngt' in price and fre­
quency of iSl'lIl€'.

II YOII lie, vi.llain!" said Dana tht· otlwr day
to an l'ditor who bad made a ct\rtllin stl\tel/lf'nt
ailout the oWD(\r~hip of the" Sun." I than k
him for tIlt' exprt.'8lSion; it enables me to fitly
char<l.('terize the following definition he rec(\lItly
gave of tIle term Anarchist: II One who be­
JieH\s in klloeking everything into confusioll,
""ith 11JluuIlite or anything else, with the hope
(If getting more than his share in the sCi'amhle.
A quie'k and l~oml)lete form of repudiation."
You lit·, villain! You cannot havc f)rgottr'n

own articlt·l'l on Proudhon.

About a fortnight before the ~Iaine election
the New Y (lrk " \Vorld," ilJ an editorial ht.'aded
" Thret~ Predictions," prophesied tbat the Re­
puhlicans would carry the State by an in('reased
lnajority; that, as a result, Sewall would
'Withdraw from the Democratic ticket; and that
he would bt~ replaced by 'Vatson. Boasting of
its previous successes as a llrophet, the
,~ 'Vorld " added that it staked its entire 1)1'0­

rbetic reputation on the correctness of this
fore('~t. Well, the &publicans got the ill­
creased majority (which everybody foresaw)~

hut Se\\'all, instead of climbing down, has de­
finitely actl€pted the Democratic nomination,
and of the two, Sewall and 'Vatson, the latter
fIt'C11l8 much the more likely to retire from the
)'l~ee. Thcrljfore the" 'Vorld " has lost its CIl­
tin' prophetic reputation. Unfortunately so
~tight a lol'!S will not drive it into bankruptcy.

The Spriubrfield "Republican" reprints with­
out oomment the editorial of the 'Vashington
"Po!ilt" lilutitled "11M... J)ana an Anarch·
il!'t ?" Dana does Dot like the H Repuhlican,"
an<i ordinarily improves eviW'y opport.unity to
}~ ridicale and abuse upou it. The head
and froot of the " RepubliMll's " offending is
itl'\ sympathy with tM opp~ and fair treat-
IDt'mt of the aDti-plu," vemeDt. If
there il Otlt' thing orgive, it is a
friendly attitude t form. Now,
})6wever, when. tile " haa the
audacity ~ j',uma~ himself may be
an ADarcb i " at h De COD-

ttemned to "Jen.ce.
gaonUet; he muM



believing that munidpal otUcials would educate
the puhlic by giving them artistic and whole­
some plays. " Would lllunidpalities produce
Ibstm or .Jones (at his hest) or Sudermann?"
I asked j " would not the rule of the absurd
cCJlsure be even more arbitrary, 'moral,' and ir­
ritating than now?" I find no answer to these
queries. Mr. Shaw can give none which would
not compIe 'y demolish his scheme. He
knows that the ideas of municipal rulers about
the 8tage are not such that we may expect a
progJ'esHive policy from them. Mr. Shaw in­
timates that they might encourage Shaksperean
performances. Perhaps; but a very recent
(and very fine) article of Mr. Shaw's in the
" Saturday Review" leads me to believe that he
is not particnlarly anxious to have more Shak­
sperean performances than the public now gets.
I am not aware that Shakspere is persona non
!Irata with private managen, and, if 80 ela­
borate productions as Irving's meet with but
scant appreciation, I see no reason for expecting
great patronage of municipal Sbaksperean per­
formances? If private managers are open to
criticism, it is on the score of their cowardice
and obtuKeness in dealing with modern plays;
and certainly common sense would laugh at Mr.
Shaw if he were to hold out any pmmise of a
more liberal and intelligent policy on the part
of Jr.unicipal theatres.

I might submit the case to the common-sense
jury without further argument. Mr. Shaw is
already defeated. The incongruity and contra­
diction are too plain. A lover of the drama, a
progressive and competent critic who deplores
the decadence of the modern stage, appe~ling

to Philistine and narrow-minded and ignorant
municipal rulers to elevate and regenerate dra­
matic art is ir.deed a spectacle for gods and
men. If Clement Scott, the bitter enemy of
modern dramatic tendencies, appeakd to muni­
cipal J'ulers to save British morals from the poi­
son of Ibsenism and realism, no one would be
astonished, but Mr. Shaw ill the rule of humble
petitioner for municipal salvation is a most
puzzling and amazing phenomenon.

Still, let us follow Mr. Shaw's further alleged
('()mmon-sense arguments. He does not see,
he 8ays, why municipal tlwatn·s would not be
controlled by competition al~d kept up to the
mark. Irving can start a rival house next door
and entice away the publin by superior per­
formances, and the deficit thus caused could not
be bluffed away. This implies that the muni­
cipal theatre would be supported by the re­
ceipts, and not from the g€'neral fund raised by
compulsory taxation. If so, I have, indeed, no
objection to the experiment being made. If a
municipality wishes to start a theatre on purely
commw cial principles, there is nothing to be
said a'~ainst the scheme. It suggests Mr.
Bliss' ~ " Voluntary Socialism through the
Stat\ ," and I have cheerfully conceded that
that was a wholly innocent proposal. 'I'llere
w')uld, of course, be the initial diftioulty of
getf ing the means to bllild a suitable theatre
aO(", properly equip it; but I imagine Mr. Shaw
w<luld suggest the 188ue of special bonda.itll
the undertltanding that prine.ipal andir.~
would be paid out of Wi profits of the ••~
As no one 'Would be willing to WftDoeasi.
shilling on !meh terma, Mr. Shaw'.~
would be in

But Mr.

Mr. Shaw's Defence of Public Enterprise.

II.

LIBERTV.. ~~

IhapH to make the paper a weekly, the editor
rlolicits the ardent cooperation of all lib(!J·tarians
ill the effOl·t to give Uberty all the power and
influence possible while under the necessity of
It'ss frequcnt publication. T.
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tr The Ilppeanu1I'e in the (~ditorilll column of arti­
clell over lither signatures than the ('(litor's initial iOI!i·
cates that the ~'(Ut()r approves their c('ntral purposc and
general tenor. though he docs not hold himsdf n~spon­
sible for ewry phl'a3e or word. But tbe appearance in
otber parts of the paper of articles by the same or other
writers by no means il\llieatcs that he disapproves
them in any respect. such disposition of them being
governed htrgcl)' b}' I1ldtivtll! of convenit'lwe.

om!'!' of }·uhlklltlou. lW Gold 8trt'et. " Now lct us ta.lk a little common sense,"
Poet Oft!Cl' AII<lrel'll: J.lISICKTY. P. O. BOll: No, 1312. New York. N, Y. says Mr. Shaw, after talking a great deal of

lt~arned nonsense about public and private en­
terprise, compulsory levying of tribute by cap­
italists, and so on. 1\Iost willingly j but Mr.
Shaw must remember that, even when talking
common sense, he is bound by the rules of
logical reasoning,-is a t>lave of logic, in other
words.

D('scribing the present tentative efforts of
English municipalities to advance the interests
of art, 1\1r. Shaw asks ns to suppose a number
of things9 as follows:

~uppose they reinforce their statY of attendants and
dee.nen with a statY of cl'essers, then of stage­
car~entcrs, finally with a statY of actors, who could 00­

casirmally give a Shaksperean performance parallel
t to t,he concerts. Suppose the money pa.id by the in­

dividuals who attended the performa.lccs (voluntarily)
we",~ sufticient not only to defray the expenses of the

Announcement. mmllicipal theatre, hut to lighten the rates of the peo-
r ntil a few yean ago J...iberty's annual deficit fie who never go to t~e theatre, aad who might per-

., •• . J1::lPS return the compliment by supporting municipal
was lJH't out of the editor s earn1llgs m another I ~;l.ll1pels and churches. Suppose the municipal theatre
capaeity, with the aid of the casual contrilm· hurt nobody; suppose il; made theatrical art, now
tions offered from time to time by generous strangled by its mere business difficulties, easier; sup-
friends. But there came Ii time when it, was no pose it helped to turn the provincial Englishman from
Ion rer possible for the editor to meet this de- the fat· fed, respectably·dressed. circulating-library-

.g '. . . " . stuffed. earless, eyeless, tasteless, mannerless boor he
fiClt, he hav1llg 1llcurred responslblhttes that rEl- now is into a cultivated human bcing,-and it is on
glliarly consurned what he was able to earn. the reasonable probability of these conditions being
Sinee then the defieit ha..~ ocoen met by monthly practically attained, more or less, that I have based
paJnwnts hy those !Illpporten of the paper who my advo.cl\C! of municipal activity in this direction,-
were t>nahlell by more fortunate circumstances, "Vhat objectIon has Mr. Yarros to offer?

or prolllptetl by intl'lIser interest, to take part. I am afraid Mr. Shaw is violating our agree-
in the continuance of the Anarchistic ment. He is not talking common sense at all.
propaganda. Ill' "supposes)} the very things I have ques-

For various rea!'iOllS, which need not be stat(ld tioned or denied, coolly says that he bases his
lwre, it is now de('llIcd best to discontinue this advocacy Ols the" reasonable probability" of
arrangement, and to so reduce the cost of Lib- cl'rtain " conditions heing attained" regardless
erty's publication that outside aid, !()/tile still of my contention that there is no snch reason-
'If:Ch'omed, will not be an ab80~llte necessity. able probahility, and then innocently asks what
Hereafter, then, J.ibel'ty will be a monthly, objections I have to offer? There clearly
without change from its present size and "hapEl. would be no objections to offer if I granted his
By this plan the regular income from subs<~rip- suppositions and admitted the" reasonable
tions at a reduced price will balance all neccs- probability" j and it is hecause I cannot sup-
sar)' money expenditure, the main item of ex- pose things contrary to reason and fact that I
pt~nse heing t>liminated b)· the fact that it will have advanced my objections. I cannot sup-
be pO"'!<iible for tllt~ editor to do m08t of the pOlle t~lat municipal theatres would lighten the
type-t;t·tting for a monthly issue. ratee of the people j J cannot suppose that they

The sub8criptiolJ price will be sixty (,'Cnte a would hurt nobody; I cannot suppose that they
year; hut, to avoid the labor and expenlre of emancipate the drama from commercialism j I
frequNlt remittances in 8ums inconveniently ~annot suppose that they would improve the
small, the inducement of a two-year suhscrip- intellectual status of the English bourgeois. I
tion at one donar is otJered, and will, J hope, know llttter; and my whole article was written
be largely taken advantage of. .At this low to show that nothing of this 80rt could possibly
price, moroover, it will be euier to get new occur. J considered the question from the
lIub!;cribt~n for the paper,-a work in which all general political standpoint as well as from the
the readen are earn_lYI()~citOO to take part. particular dramatic standpoint on which Mr.

Other advantages of the plan are that it will Shaw laid special stress. Let us see how he
enable the editor to attElndilDore promptly to meets my objections.
his busineSll correspoD~~~~th~ nOO4.W&l'1 \Ve are 8truck. first of all, by a 8trange and
neglect of which in ~.~c1lasbeen a lJeriou8 significant omission in Mr. Shaw's defence.
drawback, and m!ly~~~1ehim to make One of my most important and pivotal points,
valuable additions to Wi propapnda by book or which must appeal to him, the most advanced

pamphlet. ./i./ .. ..... ........../.... .. and conscientions dramatic critic in England,
Looking forwardt()thetimewh~~~~.;"'~11be. with peculiar fo1'('c, he carefully paasea over.

possible to restoretl_lIeorper~ I asked him to tell U8 what reason

bllued Mouthly at Sixt,y Cent3 a Year; Two Y61\rIl,
Ouo Dollar; 81u81. Copl••• Fivo Cents.

UE:o<J. R. '1'{TCKEH. EIIITOB AN1) I't1Bl.ISUIIB.

•• In ,,'x>lWing rent and InlM'ut t t"e llUt rutigu l~"?/ll-time 6la­
"errf. the H<!rolutw.. alxilul_ ,I.e~ 8lroke the sword qf th6 e:zeC1o'­
'imur. the 6ffll 01 tM ",a!li~t1'(lle. tJu club o.f the polkwfUl>', tlu gaulJe
of ih"~~ tJu erlUifl{l·kni/e 0/ til.. d"l'ar~ c/.M'k. all t!loII6
iMigma 0/ PvIfflc8. which VOOnf1 L~ty grinfh '-«ItA 11«' 1uf4." -­
PROUDfiON.



LIBERTY. 3'"
made up his mind in regard to tho Ineidmwo of I confess that 1\11-. Shaw's defeuee of the
the theatre tax. Although lw di·"tinetly sa)'s " reApectahle public," 01' what IbHcn would call
that he doe3 not" propose that anyhody I'lhall the" cornpaet rnlljority," il'l more \ucompl'o-
contribute excopt the people who \'luntal'ily hensible to me than his original refm'cnccH to
attend," he promptly nullifies this {':q lidt l1e- tllll flame. He tells us that we ought to give
claration by saying in his next sontenoe t,hat, if the devil his due, aud that it is necessary to
the majority of the rate-payers shoultl oh,,"8e rt~cognize forces and take proper notic!' of the
to subsidize tho theatre for its social effectH, effects produced by them. Becoming specific,
they could do so at a trifling annual cost to the 1\11'. Shaw tells us that this Philistine majority,
people at large. Now, Mr. Shaw does not t,his respectable public, whieh, as MI'. Shaw has
" propose" to oppose this subsidy, while I am insisted in the" Saturday Review" over and
bound to oppose it as a wholly unwarrantahle over again, cannot distinguish between art and
attempt to support, at everybody's expen:Je, an contortions, between acting and going through
institution which only the majority see fit to the prescribed motions, actually secures,
maintain. 1\11'. Shaw, then, calmly contem- through its action upon the county council,
plates a municipal theatre supported, not by the greater decency in the music halls than prevails
proceeds, but by compulsory taxation. How in the 10)Ver c1as~ of theatres. Mr. Shaw ap-
can he ask, in the name of common senso, those pears to be desirous of extending the power of
who are opposed to compulsory taxation to sup- the public, anJ giving them control of the the-
port him in this" reform" ? atres as well. Yet he has been bitterly fighting

l\foreover, he is now obliged to drop his con- the absurd censure which still survives in
tention that municipal theatres can be kept up England! Does he want the censorship of the
to the mark by competition. The moment they voters in place of th&t of :m obscure clerk? Is
.'Te made independent of receipts and voluntary I he willing to submit Ibsen's" Ghosts" and
contributions, competition ceases to hay\;; any "Nora" ~o the judgment of these voters? Or
terrors for them. They are not afraid of de- would he restrict this censorship to the the-
fidts which are made good by subsidies. That, atres of the lower class only? If so, why are
if municipal theatres were once started, they not the patrons of these theatres the best judges
would become public charges and burdens j of what is moral and decent for them? And
that, in other words, the majority would vote would not this discrimination be utterly un-
to subsidize them as a means of counteracting justifiable and tyranilical? If the music halls
the immoral stage and disseminating sweetness are decent, it is doubtl"'sS on account of the
and light by producing so elevating plays as council's power over theh'. but I do not regard
"The Silver King,"-I have no doubt what- such interference as wise or itgitimate or neces-
ever. l\fr. Shaw's proposal is simply an enter- sary. I never questioned the power .of the
ing wedge. Philistines, but I do question their right to ex-

One remark of Mr. Shaw's is utterly unintel- ercise it in this invasive way. The notion that
ligible to me. He states that " the theatrical patrons of the2.tres should be protected from
manager is not an ordinary man of business indecency by those who do not go to see the in-
following the scent of a market demand, and decent plays is itself so Philistine in its nature
that no sane capitalist will put a farthing of tllat I can hardly believe that Mr. Shaw intends
capital into a good t.heatre on purely commercial his words in their obvious sense.
grounds." Does this mean that theatres are 'Ve come now to what 1\'11'. Shaw character-
unprofitable enterprises, and that they are run izes as my "one really heartfelt objection to
from other than pecuniary motives? Does it muincipal theatres,"-the objection, namely,
mean that manager8 are generally out of pocket that consistency would compel-the application of
and that the deficit has to be made good by a the same remedy to many other supposed evils.
subsidy of some private backer? This is cer- This, 1\'11'. Shaw says, is an irrational objection,
tainly not the case in the United States. The- due to my failure to take the world really in­
atrical managers and actors make fortunes here stead of logically. 'Vhat I call consistency
by following the scent of the market, and not and logic, he tells me, is nothing but irrational
a single theatre is subsidized by private or pub- association of ideas, and Fabians are equal to
lie philanthropists. Still, even if private sub- any number of inconsistencies of the kind
sidies were needed to maintain our theatres, just I pointed out. Now, this requires a great deal
as private subsidies are needed to maintain sym- of (~laboration, and I regret that 1\'11'. Shaw has
phonic orchestras, I fail to see how the case for been so parsimonious of argument. 'l'he
municipal theatres would be strengthened. The matter-of-fact statement that the Fabian society
solid fact remains that theatres exist, and that has expressly placed to its proposal for the col-
they give the public, as a rule, just what it lectivist administration of capital the common-
wants and is prepared to enjoy. Even if sense limit of social convenience I am, of
we admit that they do retard dramatic pro- course, bound to accept, although there seems
gress, and that they condemn the best prodtJ\c- to. be no way of finding out what that limit is.
tions of the day to obscurity and neglect, it If I understand 1\'11'. Shaw, the Fabian doctrine
by no means follows that we are committed to is this: so far all it is sOl.ially convenient, it is
the proposition in favor of municipal theatres: necessary to abolish private enterprise and com-
since government officials are certain to be more petition, and place the means of production in
obtul!e and reactionary than private managers the hands of the collectivity. 'l'he majority,
and their backers. These, at least, do not the respectable voters, are, of course, to be the
care for namby-pamby morality and Philistine ultimate court of appeal, and whatever they
respectability. Profit is the fint consideration decide to be convenient will be done. But I
with them, and they will give you revolution am afraid that this clastic doctrine does not
if they see a chance to swell receipts. Officials, altogether escape the trammels of logic and con-
on the other hand, arem?ra.lis~s and cenS01'8 listency. The question is not what this or that
first, and lovers of theid~i~fterward. Fabian is inclined to do or refrain from dOirlg,

but what IJis geuel'al proposition fairly implies.
For instance, if 1\'11'. t;haw should lay down the
proposition that" all economic reut mu~t he
appJ'Opriated hy the State," it certainly would
not he mere irrational assoeiation fOI' lIle to say,
remembering the" all," that the profits at;t:ming
from a newspaper must he logically cOllfilwated
along with those accruing from a corner dl'Ug­
store. Again, if Mr. Shaw should say that" all
means of production must be owned and con­
trolled by the State," it would not be irrational
for me to remind him that a sewing machine,
being a means of production, comes within the
" all." Mr. Shaw can escape only by dropping
the all and declaring that certain means of pro­
duction, or certain unearned increments, should
be handed over to the State. When he does
that, logic and consistency will debar rite

from forcing the sewing machine on his atten­
tion, because I shall be expected to perceive
the qualifying and guarded" certain."

When :Mr. Shaw says that municipalities mnst
rescue the stage from commercialism, I am en­
titled to ask him why he does not propose to
rescue also the book and newspaper publication
business from commercialism. Ill' cannot say:
" I don't because I don't," for common sense
would at once write him down an illogical and
inconsistent reformer. If I show that the
same evils which he proposes to cure in a certain
way exist also in certain other spheres, and that
the same remedy is needful from his point of
view,-:Mr. Shaw cannot avoid the force of my
reasoning by declining to consider it. l\1r.
Shaw's revolt against logic and consistency is a
revolt against the necessity of correspondence
between premises and conclusion.

:Mr. Shaw realizes, of course, that it is pure
caricature for him to say that I regard it as an
inconsistency for a Socialist to excavate his egg
with his own spoon after having the founda­
tions of his house excavated with a municipal
steam navvy. 'Vere I to make such an aver­
ment, the proper response on 1\'11'. Shaw's part
would be, not that he declines to be logical and
consistent, but that I am extremely illogical in
making demands that dv not follow from his
premises.

This question of logic and consistency, how­
ever, has nothing to do with the question
whether liberty is or is not a panacea, a master­
key for the million locks. The latter is simply
a question of fact. Here :Mr. Shaw himself is
guilty of the a priori reasoning which he !looms
so vicious. It is he who tells me that there- is
110 such thing as a panacea, without proffer-
ing proof. I simply and calmly insist that, iu
a certain sense, liberty is a panacea, or, rather,
as I prefer to put it, a condition, essential and
precedent, to normal and rational progress.
Apart from all a priori reasons, I offer to
prove that, in any given case, liberty works
better than regulation, providecl that we take
into account indirect as well as <1irect effects.
In the particular case of municipal theatres, I
have not contented myself with arguing 1}JAt
the proposal is in contravention of the principle
of liberty, but have endeavore<1 to show that
the very interests Mr. Shaw wishes to promote
would suffer grievol:sly at the hands of the
new patrons. Still, I willingly admit that I
shoul,} not favor municipal theatres even if I
were convinood that dramatic progretll would
be ..furthcred by t~!!!t~~l!l:@l;~~1lO\
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lin' ~IY tilt' lln:ma alolll', 0111I1 the tl~udono~" and
ilillil'l'('! ('t!l'cts of municipal theatres eoul<1 not
hi I tube rl':letionary antI fatal to general pro­
~Tl<"''''. Allll this is 110 mem il'l'ational a,,8oeia-
t ion of ideal', but an induction fl'om tilt' facts of
It'~is!atl\,l' :\1Hl goH'I'IlIUl'ntaJ histo!'y,

I:,It the nl:1:'8I':-; do Hot wallt ~'l!UI' Jibcl'ty!
:'ly'" 2\11'. Shaw, amI )(/11 al'l~ their oppressor
]'atll .. r t II:! II e!lnmpioll, This is too sWl'eping,
TIll'Y t'l'!'taiuly want pl'Oi'lIH'rity, comfort, and
h:1l'l'illl'8S, alJd, in trying to show them that
lilll'!'t), is the mother of the8(~ thillgs, we are
g-iyillg them exactly what they waut. As for
tilt· a"sl'l'tion that many have now morc liberty
alld opportunity for happincss than we are able
t n ll",e, I do not, unfortunately, find myself
nnlOlIg these rare mortals. There are a number
of t'l'l'l'llOlllS aud opportunities I am obliged to •
go \\'ilhuut and yet crave. I do manj' things
wllil'h I would rathl'l' leave undone, and I ab­
!'tain f!'om Iloing many things which I should
mllO,lt like to do. :1\11'. Shaw is altruistic; he
i" 1.:11': :~:. tn_,l~,~. than he would be under So­
(·ial:,';lll, :Ind it is el.tirely for the sake of others
thvl hI' advol'ah's a CL'l.nge. Although a
gf",1 .]r·al of an altruist, ~ do not claim to have
reach·.] 311'. Shaw's altitude. Liberty, I fecI,
w(l,il,J Ill' a benefit not only to the masses, but
tn I Ill' ill,livirlually. But how can I get rid of
this ~,·I1i"lllll·"s, when liberty insists on making
lilt' h:lJ'II~" along w.ith the rest? Y. Y.

"'hile sympathizing in no small measure
witll the Labor Exchange movement, I cannot
t:1kl' 1he hig'hly f:\Yorable "iew of it that 'Mr.
Hyin~tnll docs, in another column. I will
gi\'(· l'ly ~'c'ason briefly at a later date. Mr.
Byill~tolJ, whose Single-Tax training makes
!Jim look to land reforlll as the sole source of
u'onollJiI' good, is illterested in money reforlT,
onl;' as a l'0]iticalmeasure, a means of weaken­
llig .~·on'rnment. I, to whom money reform is
1I0t (l111y this, lJUt an economic reform of the

,ti,·..d importalwe as well, am natural1:" a little
mort' cautious than he as to the eCJnomic
~ounl1JJess of any specific financia', measure pre­
s('ntl<'] for my approval.

Thf' \Vashington " Post, " a truly indepen­
dl'l1t paper which one can read with pleasure in
this campaign of mendacity and pharisaism and
hypocrisy (on the gold-bug side), had a long

, editorial on Dana's admirable defence of
1'l"ontlhon and Anarchism, and wound up with
what II/1M Dana must regard as the" most un­
kin,lest cnt of all." Here is its language: "Of
course we all know liy this time that Mr. Dana
Ims ('hanged his language since 1847, but has he
f:ver to].l U8 that he has changed his views?
'1'1)(:11 hI' was eagerly and eloquently defending
an :!\'owe,l Anarchist, expounding the bene­
ficfmt f'~atlirc8 of I'roudhon's scheme, and ex­
pJainillg' the impossibility of popular progress
and ad\':l.nccment under the regime of 'Vall
slrcl't. To-day he is consigning to perdition all
who n·bel against the established order of
things-established by Wall street-and pro­
claiming that honor and patriotism and decency
are not to he found among them. Which is
the real Dana ~ 'Vhich of these two attitudes
repl'(~cntl'l his conscience and his judgment,­
the i!mer hcartaTHl purpose of the man?" But
Dana can blame no onebutihimself for this

hatheiltUlima···<.~/all:A.Jl·
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arehi.;t at heart. lie Iwvpr 11llnOUI1el·tl Ids
Chllllg'l' of opinion, and lIenr gave any I'l'al'lOn8
1'0\' hi8 desm'ticlll of the eause of lalJOr and lib.
I'l'ty, But I must protest agaillilt the g'mtn­
itull~ aSloOlllllptioll of the" I'o!'t " that the 0101
repl"ubate antl mal'plot has a lwal't. His judg­
ment may "till he sound, hut of goofl feeling
tlH'I'l' canllol be a tmee It'ft ill him. Ill' llla~'

kllow that he lie:-l abont till' lllO\'ellltmt!' aud
peoph' lw pel'seeutes with sueh H'nOIJl, but h(·
cannot he sony that he lil's,

The Boston" Herald" thinks that" it is
mthel unfair to bring up the enthusiasm of
MI'. Charles A. Dana's .youth against him to
prove that he was at that time inclined to Cavol'
Anarchism, as is done in a pamphlet recently
puhlished." And it goes on to Ray: "It is
nearer fifty than fort~' years ago Ilince 1\11'.
Dana wrote in. that way. He probablj" looks
with much amusement himself upon the queer
"iews that then found jndgment in his actin'
brain in the pursuit of early ideals. 'Ve hardly
think 1\11'. Dana prides himself upon consistencv
even iiI his later life. It i8 not such a great
while ago that he was advocating the election
of Gen. B. F. Butler to the presidency, when
Gen. Butler's idl'as upon the cUI'l'ency were
very different from those 1\11'. Dana now sup­
ports." It is true that Dana docs not and can­
not pride himself upon consistenc~", but it is
not the charge of inconsistency that the
I'roudhon pamphlet raises against him. The
charge is that he is a conscious and deliberate
liar, sland~i\;i', '1nd defamer. Ill' brands every
one W~H) holds the views which he so ahly ex­
pref,sed in his youth as traitors, criminals, and
r:oters. lIe knows that III! was honest and sin­
cere in his youth, and he therefore must know
that the people who adhere to what he has
forsaken and relmdiated are neither rascals 01'

fools. If he were an honest man, he would
admit that he entertained radical ideas in his
youth, and reason with those who entertain
such ideas to-day. He would attempt to con­
vince them that they are wrong; he would tell
them how and why his own views have under­
gone a change; and he would cheerfully testify
to the earnestness and nobility of the reform­
ers who arraign modern society precisely as he
arraigned it in his early days. It is because he
exhibits the malice and venom of the conscious
rene~ade and traitor that I hold him up to the
odium and scorll of all fair-minded men.

Head the " Sun" every <1a,Y, Dana tolls a
correspondent, and you will understand the is­
sues of the campaign and haVl~ a correct, true,
and intelligent view of them. It is a pity that
Dana fails to recommend also a cardul reading
of his Proudhon articles. Certainly those who
read the" Sun" aud the pamphlet will have a
correct understanding, if not of the issues of
the campaign in a technical 8enSl', then at ll~ast

of the spirit and genei'll} attitude of the op­
posing sides.

The Labor Exchan,e.
I find that some of Liberty'. readers are interested in

the Labor Exchange, Rud want to know more about it,
It seems to me that the relation of this movement to
Liberty's principles is such that it ought to be of grcl\t
intercst to all Liberty's readcrs; and, as Uberty haM
hithcrto printed only a slight notk-e of it, a rather
fuller statemcnt will be well worth the apace it

:1."
occupies,

The billglt~·Tax movemcnt appears to Uc tlw 1lI01ilt
conspicuolll; economic product of the panic of \l::l7:J; for,
though Henry George's tirst luud pamphlet was pull­
Iil>hcd in 1871, it is (~vident that" ProgrCl;s aud Pov,
erty " was inspired I,)' the pauie, Ihe t.hought of widell
dominlltes the whole COlll'S\, of itl> argument. .Just so
the Labor Exdlllllg'C movement is the most notable re­
sult of tlw p:w ic of 1HIH; the Labul' ExdlUug(~ Associa­
tion was incorporated in 181)), I beli(~ve, but it wal> the
hard times that brought it forward iuto the pullJi(~ c,}'c.

IBut therf~ is this difference betwccn thc tWO,-tllllt the
I Single Tux did not get itself prominently hefore tlw

people till several p:urs after the p'.nic, wIIHe the
Labor Exchange began to boom almost as 1J00n as I he
panic was on, is still booming, and nobody knows
when it will stop,

The central idea of the new institution, as it prac­
tically sets to work, may be thus expressed. Given a
numoor of laborers who have strength and opportun­
ities for producing wealth, especially, if possible,
such articles Po3 are in local demand, but who arc
hampered hy thc impossibility of finding anybody
with money to hire them or buy their goods. Pro­
blem. 10 employ these men withont money. Solution:
a tll'llllch of the Lahor Exchange is organized, a place
selected as It depository, and the most competent mem­
her Pllt in charge as manager. 'I'hen whatever each
man mal;:es is depm,itcd with the Exchange, and paid
for at regulRI' wholesale prices in .. deposit chccks,"
These checks are receivable, at the Exchange branch
which issued thcm, in payment at retail prices for
anything the Exchange has on hand. Out of the pro­
fits the manager is paid; if there is any surplus profit,
the benefits go to the members in proportion to the
amount of their deposits and the time they arc left on
deposit.

The Exchange often establishes a factory and hires
its members as employees. paying them in its checks,
The lauor products received as deposits need not by
any means be freshly produced, or produced by thc
depositor; anything that a man owns and wants to
sell will he received at the Exchange, if the manager
thinks it worth having in stock. Thus, before manu­
facturing is uegun, the capital necessary for a start
may hc (and often is) received as a deposit and paid
for in checks. Deposits are received only from mem­
bers. but. a non, member can easily deposit through a
member; the only difference is that the benefit of the
deposit, in case of surplus profit, goes to the member
ill wlJOse nllme it stood. But goods are sold to nOll­
members direct. Where II successful branch of the
Exchange is established, its checks are ordinarily reo
ceived at par by the retail stores of the neighborhood.
According to the" New Charter" of ~Tune 12, quoting
from the Tacoma " Sun," they are at a premium of
71 per cent. above United States money in Buckley,
"Tash. Earl,}" in 1894 it was reported that theJ" were
10 pCI' cent. above gold in Chattanooga.

The Labor Exchange is the avowed and vociferous
enemy of the legal-tendcr system. The sole condition
of membership, besides the nominal fee of $1.00, is
that the member shall bind himself never to demand
legal tender from the :Exchange. Every" b.'dance
cheek" (used to make change) has On the back l\

startling pit lure of n railroad train stoppt.>d at the
sign .. Stop Progress-Legal Tender Toll Gate .. and
Labor Exchange workmen removing the obstrnction..
All the literature of the Exchange is full of the COIl­

tinual crJ' that the legal-tender system is the source of
all our economk evils. and to do away with it is our
only hope of salvation. Now, this is very comforting
when we remember the character of most recent
financial talk iu labur drdes. The brancbes can at
discretion sell or buy goods for ll.gal-tender money,
hut this is regarded as barter ratber tban sale, the Ex­
change's only cash being its own checks. So, too.
branches mllS give mone~' for tbeir checks, as the,
woulll give other commodities, if tbey have spare
money thnt tllel' "'ant to dispose of.

The checks of one branch are generally received at
ano"her branch by courtesy, but is Is recogtliaed that. u
the Excbange Sl)reads, it will become iml)()88lbleto do
tbis, except for ncar neighbors. Southern Oaliforaia.
where the }~xchl\nge is strongest, to feci.
need of a more complete provision
tween branches, and t.o discuss ho\\' sucll
ClUl best be "'ade. Some
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U. II. lldll'l'llardi, the originatol' and pwsid{'ut of
til\' I.al>ol' EXI hlluge, kmlps the ('entml O/llee at In·
d'·j"'Iltlt·lll't'. '10, lIis book, "Triul8 aud Triumph
.. I' l.iI",!' " (p:q'I'I'. ~ns pp., 50 c.) is the reeognizl'11
.. ft'.\1 1.... ./, " of the IIlOVCIUt'nt. Most of the !loo!;, Is
"('I'\Ipi,'d with a tlditlolls histol'y of the tTnited Stutes
anll ~I ,~I'llt'!'1I1 attaek on tlw CIl1'l'ent Iinancilll systelll,
tIt)1 ltd tt'l' I'Will II Iit.Cl'lu·y standpoint than the l:ltupid
ave!'a!.!I' of ,;uell writings, though eontnining l:lome
lit r"!1.~ pllssages. The part of the bool( that is really
",,111:11111' is PUl'l III., entitled "The Labor Exehnnge,"
(Occupying' sixt.y pages, or about a fifth of the book.
'I'hi>; ('f)ntains the description of the organization, willi
nil tlllit is relilly good of argument in its favor and iI­
lustl'lllion of its expected working. I wish this part
mighl. he reprinterl at a low price separate from the
rcst of the book. De Bernardi's paper, "Labor Ex­
dllmge Monthly Publications" (25 c. a year), gives
lesl'l news than other prominent Labor Exchange
pllJWI'S. hut dis{~ussionof fair quality.

The geuernl organizer, E. Z. Ernst, Olathe, Kan.,
is a pushing man for business, but has no head for dis­
cussioll. His pll\ll'r, .. Progressive Thought and
Hawn of Equity" (monthly, 25 c. a year), is the very
worst.,written reform paper I know, except that it has
pretty good news columns; his booklets are as bad;
and the way he reiterates the cry, .. Don't read any
Iitel'l1ture of other reform besides the L. 'E. ; it is ouly
wasting ~'our time IIml money; we have studied them
all. 111111 kllow thllt they are all worthless, and t.hat we
lian' t he only true remedy; we can lissure you of that,
and there is n(, use in wlisting your energies by going
(,vel' it now for yourselves: don't read the literature
of auy other I'eform, and tell your neighbors not to
rellll it. "-well. my command of English gives out
when I thinl,; of ehamcterizing such stuff. I have not
<.~arieaturedor exaggerated the way he talks on this
subject. He does, however, furnish excellent tracts,

Since the greatest development of the Labor Ex­
change is in California, lind the California experience
of to,day touches subjeets that Ilre still in the future
for othpr regions, it is not surprising thllt the Califor­
nia orgllll, the" Xew Charter," Hun J'ose (weekly, 50 c.
II year, 10 c. for three months), is far the beot and
fullest of Labor Exchange publications. It prints the
IlIrgest amount and best quality of both news and dis­
cpssion. not ouly from California sources, but from
dsewhere, includl'll! gO{,d and frequent lettcrs from
De Bernardi. Tn" tlf.'~" advice I can give to auy one
who wishes to und':i'\i,l1ud th;" movement is to send a
dollar bill to the "l,'ew Charter" oftlce for a copy of
" 'rr~als and Triumph of Labor" and a year's sub­
scription to the paper. He will lack very little that is
worth having.

The Exchange is strong 1111 along the Pacific coast,
anb the" 'Utopian," Ellensburg, Wash., claims to be
" the oftlcial organ in the northwest." It contains ex­
cellent matter, but is abominably printed.

Northern Ohio has an active group of branches, of
which the most important is at Erie, Pa. The Ashta­
tabula. 0., branch wrote to the national treasury to
ask about the State bank tax, and received the reply:
.. If these obligations are not redeemable in money (as
from their face appears to be the fact), by the decision
of thc supremc court of the United States they arc not
such notes as arc subject of taxation under the intcmal
revenue law." By this it would seem possible, so
far as natioual Ittw is concerned, to run almost any
kind of bank so long as it let leKal tender ulone and
made commodities its basis.

Somc speak of the Labor }<;xchange as being prac­
tielllly identical with the Mutual Bank. I cannot see
that this is so. hut certainly the two seck to meet the
same need hy closely-related methods. The two most
important pl'indples, to disregard government in the
isauing of currency and to monetize all wealth, arc
common to buth, There cannot in reason be any
antagonism lletween them, and one may well lead the
way to the other. It seems to me that the llutual
Bank would huve IIOme advantage in convenience and
ecollomy, but that the Labor Exchange would have the
advantage In simplicity and In being IC8lllable to get
into serious trouble by bad management. The Labor
Exchang(~has alllO at the present moment the advan.
tage of being leIS revolutionary in appearance and of
being already In successful oporatlon. Of course I
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wish 1111 possible success to tlJ.., attl'npts that an' hdllg
llllltl!! to establish ml;tlllll bll/1ks. but 11 hiI'd ill tilt'
haud is worth two i/1 the Lush; ami the fact that 1hI'
Lllbdr ExchlUlg'e is alreudy Illl c~stablislwd SIIeCI'SS gi ',e's
its "1'g':lIli~,e~rs II trellllmdous advantage i/1 glltherillg'
/1l1'lIll'L'rs.

It Sl~elllll 10 me that no cOlllnwrdll1 institutioll /1<)\\'

ill lll'C1'lltiOll is doing so much to hl'eak tlw power of
g(I\'l'I'lInll'ut IlS thl' Lahor ExdulIIg'C, At Il tillle wlWl!
work illg pcople seem bound to argue: "The l!lon{'.r
question is tlw l!lost impcrtll.nt thillg; gOVCl'/IlIlCllt

alolle clin furnish 1ll00Wy; thereforc 0111' only hope is in
guvel'll/Hent," hcre comes u lllovenwnl which makes

I
thelll sec that legal tI~ndcr is their "nemy; that thej'
clln fUl'llish themselves with money without goveru·
ment help; tIlIlt they g'et quickel', surer, und bettcr I'e­
licf by taking the lllutter in hand thelllselves, aUlI not
waiting for legislation. It does not only talk to them
along these lines; it sets them to doing the things fOi'
themselves, and convinces them by their own expe­
rience. This is the real propaganda by deed.

AllY onc who can interest his neighbors in the Labor
Exchange will serve the l'anSe of Anarchism well.
Anyone who can get a branch of the Exchange organ­
ized will thereby do more for Anarchism in general.
and monetary Anarchism in particular, than he will
prohably have the chance to do again nt a single stroke
in 11 year. Such at least is the mind of

S'l'BI'IH:N T. Bn:'\G'l'ox.

Feudalism and Anarchy.
To tlie Edito/' of LiiJertu:

I am obliged to Mr. Salter for his historic instances
of the uusatisfactoriucss of voluntary defenl:live asso­
ciation, but I must sar that he represents thiugs liS
different from what I supposed them to be. Indeed.
his authorities must be ruther surprising to each othel',
since within sixteen lines one of them quotes ancient
Greece as an example on one side of the account, and
another as on the other. But possibly they may ret'el'
to different stages of Greek history.

Yet I do not kno\v what stage of history cau be
referred to in the statement that" the great men of
Greek antiquity, and of almost every other Ilntiquity,
were p1'llfesserl brigands. ,. whose protection was ob­
tained by voluntary contract. Of course I understand
that all b"I"ernment is bl'igandllgc, but I didn't sup­
pose that i'llI'. Salter understood it so; neither wiII that
help us to understand how Agamemnon. Agesilaus,
Alexander, or Scnnacherib stood in a relation of vol­
untary contract to his subjects. Elich of these plun­
derers had a hOUle domain within which everybody
was as strictly bound to obey him us in any modern
government; !lnd, if each of them, taking his home
domain as a base, went out from that to plunder
wherever he could, it yet seems to me that common
usage is right in speaking of that as an incident of
government rather than as brigandage dist.inguishable
from government. So, too, when the general or vice­
roy of an established government (David at Ziklag,
Hannibal, Shcrman) makes his governmental authority
the basis of a plundering expedition, it is considered
11 governmental action. Evcn Sertorius is not a case
in point, for he, like :Maximo Gomez, was trying to
set up a regular government, and succeeding at lenst
in part. Cases like those of .Jephthah, David after
leaving Saul lind before going to Ziklag, or Xenophon
during the retreat of the Ten Thousllnd, nre too rare
and short·lived to he called on to support so bl'OlId a
genernlizatioll.

But, even if we give the tiJrll1 the loosest F<Jssiblc
applicatioll; if we regl:rd the Itnlian tribes joining
Hannibal, for instance, as a case of voluntf ,.~' contract
fOl' a brigand's protectioll because of 1\ luek of govern-
mental prote{'t.ion,-which I 11m ,.. , "'ild enough,
-it remains true that even this ;ceptional
and not the ordinary thing. Thert posith'cIy
cllnnot tell to WlllLt the quoted statenlent refers.

Next, lind as the chief point, we have feudal
Europe. The nature of feudalism, accordIng to ~lr.

Salter, WIIS that ever)' man blUSt either protect himself
or bargldn with Ilnother to protc!ct him, and the prac­
tical result wus Umt, driven b)' circumstancc8, but
acting voluntnril)' so fllr ns hUllllUl reh\tions were con­
cerued, the wenk enslaved thell1sclvl's to the stroug
for the sllke of protection; llftcr\\'ard governlllent was
cstabllshed to get relief from tbls condition.

5

Bllt it is simply not Ifill' titat in thl' fl'1'l11llti'm of
ft,udlll s"dd)' l-Vl'l')' IIll1n submitted hilll8(,I£ to a lort!.
Mall)' !,l'derret! ttl lI:;S>l(~L<tt' thl'm,,"!""s on equal t!'nni
Wilh tlidr 1"IIlal,.;. an,1 llill"; Wl.'I'l' ftll'l!li'd till' .. fn",
dtie,s" of tlie Illiddll' a,!!;t'h, awl Ilw SwilS,s ('anton,.;.
Thl'~t· l.,ca1 a,;sll(,j"tiC)lI:' 1Illitt·d ill ('(l/lfl~rll'r:wil's lil;..,
till' Ilall~l~ali(~ L"a.';'w, IlII' :Swiss C'lilll"'dl'l'aey, :L11l111w
DIIIt'Il n"pnblie: 111:,1, {htl:-; IIllil(~d, tlw,)' WI'n~ abl!' to
dt~al as 1''1lla1,; wilh the 11IOllal'daiel!I and arhto('ratk
POWI'I':; ,d' thl'il' tinw. 111 Bolland. Switze'l'!and, :1m!

En~land the 1'(jll:ll assllcial ion thus l~sta!Jlislwd IlalS
b(~etJ maintained to OUI' dar. without ups and downs to
he SlIrl', bill without hrcach of continuity. and with
tinal redl'ess of all serious l:lcthaeks. From thcse c ,1111·

tdes, espeeially Englallll, it has come down to thdr
descendants in 1111 continents; and all the frc/~st aud.
most hopeful popular government of the world to'day
is thus the mere survival of the popular gevernments
whieh fouud their opportunity to be bom in feudal­
ism's limited freedom of voluntary association.

Perhaps it will not at first be clear how I trace this
in England; but, if you will look up the recognized
lumll1lurks of the progress of English IilJerty, you
wia find that each time the scale was tnrned by Lon­
don and othel' cities rising in defence of their tradi­
tional Iiherties, inherited from the days so abhorrent
in MI'. Salter.

But more important than this is the fact which :Mr.
Suiter ovcrlooks as being too notorious for his notice,
-that fcudalism was a systcm of government. 'l'he
germ of feudalism lay in al:lsociations voluntarily be­
gun and voluntarily continue(l; granted. And this
was not oppressive, because it was not government.
But the process of intcudation was completed uodcr
the pressure of laws which commanded every mIlD to
take a lord; and soon the laws went on to forltid any
vassal to leave his lord. If this producerl had results,
do not blame voluntary association for them. •

Even before t.he genel'l11 prevalence of such laws, I
think that. where the vassal acknowledged himself
permanently IhlUlHI to his lord, it was more often from
bmw· heating than voluntarily. But, even when it
was donI' voluntarily, it was none the less the estab­
lishment of a goverllmental relation. 'Vhen a man
comes iITcvoclibly under nn authority, that is govern­
ment, no matter how voluntarily he llIay have put
himself uIlller this government. The fact that he can­
not pull his head out of the stanchion again at pleasure
is the test. And whatever oppression may result is an
oppression of government.

Doubtless these people did the best they knew how.
But their knowing no bet.ter than to establish goVCl'l!­
ment is no proof that there was nothing better to
know. If they had recognized the danger in the first
sprouting of arbitrary power, and had resolutely de­
fehJed their Iiherlies when oppression was still weak,
would it not have been better for them? Mr. Salter
will say yes when he is talking of democratic \ilx'rties;
what basis has he for saying no as to Auarchistic
Iiberties'l

Again, )11', Salter talks as if feudalism began in tlle
absence of government. But we know that it began
under a government,-though It wenk onc, which
feudalism itself afterwal'll replaced,-and that it took
the institutions of this government as a basis for the
establishment of its powers. So government is not
clear of fault here either.

He adds a reference to the Bushmen, but I do not
quite Imow what it is to do for hil'largument, for it
does not appcnr from his statement that anybody is
gett.ing lIny protection. The apparent inference, tak­
ing :~. "'lets itS alleged, is simpl)' that Bushmen do
1I0t Im(\· :nw to combine for protCl~tiolll\glI.iust

crime.
Mr. 8all{~r's facts were to have shown that experi­

cnCt) proved voluntaryism to be unsatisfactor)' in Ute
prott.'Ction of life and property. I claim to have
shown, first, that in the cases referred to voluntaryism.
Wl\8 vcry incomplete; St.'COnd, that all the best liberty
now cnjo)'cd itl thl' C'i\'i1i7.t'Cl worM is the direct pro­
duct of this limitedltllll tcmllor..r)· pmctice of vol­
untarylsUl; tbird. that, Where ,vii ftowt.'l.l from. It,
t.bis cvH waa ob\'io\lsl~' CIlU8Cf: b» the almndollllleftt of
the voluntar~' Ill'indille.

I \\'Iab )[r. Sult.,. ('ould t>el'Sllade our go\'crmllcnl 001
adOl)t bia prillclpiL' elf l'elievilll from taxatioll 1111 ",lto
fecI that it woultl bt~ Il sin for them to pill- hH:\'l<.

S'l"~l·.~N T. n\'tNt.\'~.
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Comme II Faut.
., .For God 1\1111 the Idug; for country I\lul flag! "
Bill. fninter thnn tJVt'r tho pm'rot tong ues wng-,
And ,. i~thinks I dd!'t:t, ns I lenn forwnrd aud IHllr,
That ,I olll,h is ejeded nlong' with the cheer.

The rehellion of hell has extendell to earth,
And God is expiring with I.iberty's birth;

• They are asking ellch other,-these childrcn of rncn,-­
.. What's the good of this God 'f 'Vhence came he,

llnd when t

" !n his name our taxes we PllY to t,he king;
In his Dl\llle our stlltesmen aud priests hav(~ their

tHng;
In his name our bllCks are eternally bare;
In his name they have left us to feed UPOll nil'.

" In his name they tell us to work hard lind long,
To be humbly eontent with the dole of a song,
While, with platitudes thicker than peas in a pod,
We lJ,r~ robbed without let in the name of this God.

" This mythical Godhead,-behind it iii seen
The tinsel and show of a king or a queen,
Who, to hide their misdeeds, asoort the proud

claim,
They are regents of God, and they rule in his name.

" And no one can say who that gentleman is;
No chauce is afforded their actions to quiz;
So our taxes they squander; they pose and parade;
While trumps, they are diamonti8,-never a ttpade:'

" And then there's' Our country,' another fool's
cap,

Which helps to insure to the drones a soft snap;
A river flows here, or a mountain divides,
Intervenes a broad ocean, or a fortress derides.

.. Some rlamned thing or other, it is found, grimly
stands

Preventing Hear neighbors from inlocking hands,
While' God and the king and our country' incite
These naturfJ.I friends to unnatural fight.

•, Their blood and their faces resemble each other;
So, in order that mankind may slaughter his brother,
They weave different flags; and each, for his

bunting,
Forgetteth the man, and, like a tiger, goes hunting."

Their rulers, they smile as they multiply taxes,
And fatter and fatter the bondholder waxes;
While life is, to them, a perpetual jag,
"'heir dupes have the honor to die for the flag.

No country for me! No flag but the sky I
No God and no king, but sweet Liberty I
Let them all go to blazes; my hp.art and my hand
Are for man, my poor brother, whate'er clime or

land.

To those who might think that I Jive in content
Where the populace choose their own president,
I would say that the masses are robbed just the

same;
This difference onlY,-they shoulder the blame.

Where voting prevails, the rascal and fool
Will outvote the wise man; the rascal will rule.
Then follows corruption and the evils that spring
J list as thick from "the people" as froul " God and

the king."

From bullets and ballots, from tax and police,
We ask an unqualified, speedy release.
A law that imposes a will, we reject,
While we bow to a law that expre88C8 & fact.

No country for me I No flag but t.he sky I
No God and no kbg, l'ut sweet Liberty I
Let them all go to blszell; my heart and my hand
Are for man, my poor brother, whate'er clime or

land.
.4. lVhittick,
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The (Allaied) Money Famine.

1h tlle E'ditOl' of Liberty:
It is IL grellt pity tlmt :MI'. Badcocl.'s useful exposi·

tion of the actual limitations imposed by Bl'itish law
upon the negotlabilH;y of loaus, aud other modes of
contract in terms of money, as well as the prohihition
of hlrings in terms of commodities or l'lghts Ot.IWI·
t1llLn Stat.e-nmde coins, should be maned by lUi ex­
aggerated view of the evils resulting from thl.:sC inter­
ferences with liberty, and should, in conseq lIence, fail
so utterly to point out the lIl1ture of the aetual cvill:l
they produce, or to indicate the true chul'Ilcter of the
benefits whieh would result from the complete IHld
fiual abandonment of these modes of tyranny.

'I'here is no perceptible money famine at this mo­
ment. If money were either tun times as valuable or
ten times as eheap as it now is, there would in either
case be no serious alteration in the sufficient'y of the
circnluting medium for the purpose of exchange.
Probably (though here, as elsewhere, dogmatic pro­
phesy is risky) there would be much less inconvenience
experienced from IL currency ten times as portable
t.han from onc ten times as divisible as that now em­
ployed. :Mr. Badcock utterly fails in his c~mplacent

demolition of the argument that there is a wide range
of deviation from the existent quantity of money
throughout which any p!uticular volume taken at ran­
dom would answer almost equally well, supposing it
to have, and to be known to have, a good degree of
permaneuce. :Mr. Badcock fancies this" don't-matter
theory" can be overthrown by pU8:'ing ., the argu­
ment home to its resting-place," as if :1Iere were but
one extreme to be considered. If it were true, he
imllgines, it ought to "make no difference to anyone
if the total volume of money be reduced to a three­
penny bit, and this locked up in a museum!" But
:Mr. Badcock and those who regard it as desirl.ble
that the volume of money should be considerably and
permanently increased forget that, upon their own
hypothesis, if pushed to its final consequences, it
onght to make no matter if money were as cheap as
ashes, which can frequently be obtained for a negative
payment, as one can see at factory gates the legend:
"Sixpence per load given with ashes." 1\11'. Badcock
just here is like an adviser who wishes to raise the
temperature of our climate, while another argues that
it would not matter greatly if it were permaneutly
con~iderably raised or lowered, if only sudden and fre­
quent fluctuations could be avoidt:d. !1r. BI',dc0ck
might consistently argue: "But surely you will admit
that a return of the glacial epoch would be fatal to
most forms of life," forgetting that it would be equally
fatal to revert to Il terrestrial surface heat exceeding
that of boiling water.

If money were ten times as valuable as now, only
those people would carry sovereigns who now carry
ten-pound notes, and purses would be heavily laden
with silver. In wholesale and international transactions
the increased potency of money would effect a saving
of costs of transport, enumeration. Conversely, if
L. J.ley were ten times as cheap as at present, the sov­
ereign would have the potency only of the florin, and
those who desired to carry three or four pounds' worth
of change would again be overladen. Larger gold
coins would be introduced, and some sllving in propor­
tionate wear and tear would doubtless be observed.

Stated in more general terms, the solution of the
case is that, within fairly wide limits, the reciprocal
gains from divisibility and portability nearly balance
Olle another. It is, however, unquestionable that at
"'reat distances on either side of some unascertained
~olume the loss, either of divisibility or portability, is
conspicuollsly in excess of the gain from the increase
of the other.

This nnalysis of the question of the volume of
money ought to be recognized as a fundamental posi­
tion. There are uJlquestionably no other factors in
the problem than the compensations of divisibility and
portability.

The economic cbanges which the removals of the
'Very trivial restrictiogs upon liberty embodied in the
bank acts, the coinage acts, and the truck acts would
cause never could be conspicuous,

There are great evils In the restrictions Imposed by
these acts, but. they are wholly of the nature commou
to 11.11 those which remove from the sphere of Indivi­
dual and prlvately·unlted action the remedy of cvlil•

wit.h whic:h they llre Iluell to dell\.
The tolemtioll of trucking in wag.~s, of the i!lliluc of

coills or tokens hy all who elhJld ill/ilwe the publi(~ to
pllSS them, alld of borrowiugs by banks or other tmd·
1'1'1> hy means of notes of all UlliOunts payable to bearer
on demand, woultllt:((d to Sl!I'iOillJ edis. The comlwu­
sations which freedom would hrini~ would undoubt·
edly outl/)dfJ't tlte evils. It is highly improbable tllat
the eompcnsation would come in the form of a COll­

sidpl'llblc expansion of the currency. As fo!' the ex­
pectation that it would terminate interest, profits, and
rents, it is positiv(~ly puerile.

Under completc monetary freedom the delusion that
debts are money would vanish.

The benefits to be expected lie in the dif{,~tion of
increased activity, competition, and stalJility of hank­
ers, money-lenders, and borrowers.

.J. GltJ<:J"'Z I~JSUEII.

CUAPEL ALUIl'l'ON, JUI,Y 31, 1f.ll}6.

In Reply to the Foregoir•••
One can but wonder at 1\11'. Fisher's lack of power

to conceive of media of exchange and standurds of
value sepamtely, as two tiist.inct classes of things, He
thinks, or nt least writes, 'J; them only as indissolubly
bound together, like the lute 8'1&;:>,ese twins. It is as
well to recollect that :Mr. ~'isher's cl:.'ed, summed up in
his own words, is: "'I'here is truly onl.>' one money,
and that is gold. The price of gold is gOJ~ (n/j

and money are not merely at par. They are idE' t,lcal
and homogeneous." (" Liberty Review," 189(j.) ~"'lm

thil:l position one can understand how .Mr. Fisber
speaks of the" delusion that debts are money," a posi­
tion that takes all bank notes, checks, nnd bills of ex­
change out of the category of money, even those pro­
mising to pay gold.

1\11'. Fisher's assertion that, "if money were ten
times as valuable or ten times as cheap as it now is,
there would be no serious alteration in the sufficiency
of the circulating medium for exchange purposes," re­
fers. I suppose, to existing monies, or to monies of ab­
solute gold purity, for his term/:! "valuable" anti
"cheap" are shown by tbe context to have reference
only to appreciation and depreciation of the standard
commodity itself. But, as I ha.ve not argued that
cheap gold or cheap any other standard is a radical
cure for existing dinorders, I won't trouble to contro­
vert the assertion in ~uestion.

1\11'. Fisher's attempt to turn my logic against me is
a still-born failure. lIe asserts that, upon my "own
hypothesis, if pushed to its final consequences, it
ought t·o make no matt.er if money were as cheap as
ashes," This assertion is subject to the same criticism
as the other. Besides, the q l1estion before us was one
of volume, which !Ir. Fisher recognized at the be­
ginning of his sentence nnd then suddenly turned it
into a question of pl'ice ! Moreover, it was not my
"own hypothesis" that it didn't matter wbat the vol­
ume (or price, if he likes) of money was. That's the
theory of the restrietors to excuse their restrictions.
On the other hand, it is safe to say, and so I say it,
that it cannot be to the detriment of the industrial
world, if the market is flooded with good bills of ex­
change, bank notes, or other media backed by umple
security. With commercial paper on good houses,
under free banking conditbns, the only effect cf abun­
dance upon it would be in the lowering of the interest
or commission chargeable to those who wanted money_

Today banking credits are dependent upon a
specie reserve to un extent, and so are affected in vol­
ume and value by the volume and value of t.he
standard, which they affect in return. But the issue
of bank notes, tokens, or other forms of credit
dinctly against, e. g., such securities as bankers now
lend their specie and credit against could u,~t \Oary
In value, or nffect the value of the standard, th~ugil

variations in their volume; nor could their VOIUlM

be limited by the standard-commodity market bein\~

rigged or cornered, where the issuing bankers do nft
undertake to convert into the standartl on demand. I
could not say that rigging of the standard·oommOl.dty
would not disturb valuations in geucl'l\l: but those
operations do not ,lOW prevent our valuing property to
many times the extent of the stocks of the commodity­
measure of value, nor should it prevent our issuing
certificates of value upon all that PropertY'-to be
used, if need be, for sale purpoaes or excbuce
purposes.



The idl'lIl noti~s I antidpate will htl related to theil'
standard of vlIhw in this way: Uwir tknmnd must
haye II Illllr},;l't, so llS to be easily referred to, and
securities realized therein, if need be, ill UlC event of
ullukt'r's custolllers failing to redeem their pledged
propt~rty (suell realization in standard· value to be held
in lieu of the propCl'ty sold for ultimate payment of
the notes out ag'llinst such lm)perty). 'fhis contin­
gency is n small matter, not likely to disturb the
standard-commodity nmrket, 11!"l "'., more of IL risk
than all tfl\llcrs run who have to hold, hocks. I men·
tion it here, as elucidating the way in "hich un­
privileged hankers will probably have to keep in touch
with the commodity they value their securities and
notes by,

Bunk notes and tokens, isued in aforesaid manner,
would form a circulating medium which would give to
retailers llnd consumers generally ad vant,ages of a

. kind compamlile to those now enjoyed by wholesale
traders and the well·to·do classes by means of their
checks,-liut far cheaper than check systems at present
are, owing to their independence of gold balances and
therefol'3 of interest.

Facilities for paying wages stimulate retail sales
and consumption, re·act upon all trade, and increase
the demand for labor.

Whatever fall from a privileged position the freeing
of the vaulted stocks of bullion for non-monetary uses
may bring about will be accepted, not as a cheap·
ening of money, but as a fall in the price of bullion,­
a fall inevitable, which wiil put gold anll silver on
straight tcrms with commodities in genera: :1';0
alteration, up or down, is desired in a standard value
by those who want a standardjor 'lSC usa standard,
however difficult 01' imposRible it may be to obtain an
approximately invariable standard.

JOHN BADCOCK, In.

The Coloni'Zation Folly.
Liberty does not always agree with Mr. J. Gr'.'evz

lishe:', but ip :'eartily with him in his attitude t(lward

:ibertariap l:olonies, as e;,plained in a letter to "Free

L; re," fn TIl which the following is taken:

It is hea ~ breaking to have to oppose a scheme
sponsored by such hearty lovers of liberty as :Mr. Syd­
ney Bond lind "Egoist," but, if truth must be told, it
is that nothing but disaster and obloquy is to be anti­
cipated from any attl'mpt to form and found a com­
munity UPo!J tne bush; of grouping a number of Vol­
untaryist~ together in one locality, either in the limits
of th.' United :!.\ingdom or anywhere else upon the
f ..ee of the llUliitable earth. The chances of failure
would be enormously high, while the good possihJ.e in
such advocacy of principle would lie very low. The
structure and administration of such a group, p"en if
a company of the most wise and just people imagin­
able could lie gathered, would subject the principles
of Vf'1untaryism to a premature strain, for which no
mortals are as yet prepared. The collated history of
a!1 known instances of such colonies, societies, or
groups spells ruin either to the company or to the
foundation of principles upon which it W4S designed.

Such a colony, in order to take the initial steps in its
formation, must be either a commercial partnership,
or a territoIial government, or a nondescript compoul1d
of uoth. A trading company is in every way handi­
capped, if, in addition to being founded to produce
material wealth for its component members, it is re.
quired to promulgate and advocate certain political,
social, or intellectual theories. When, in further ad­
dition to the illustrntion of speculative opinions, it has
to embrace an the ramifications of vital activity in
close r; iidcntial proximity, there can be little doubt
of the result. If people want to form a bank or start
a railway, it is indispensable that they should collect
those ~ndowed with the due faculties for the particular
ope«Ltinn in view, and sufficiently uncontaminated
with predatory, fraudulent, or anti·social tendencies.
A successful company will undertake to supply an ex.
isting want in Its vicinity; its members must be united
for It definite and closely·limited purpose,-not one
diffused, general, and vague. They must know what
they aim at, and must be fairly well agreed as to the
methods of hitting the mark. Thus, for example, a
Voluntaryist school or college might (when or If
Voluntaryiets were very numerous) be feasible, as, for
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instlLlll"l', l\Il'thodlst eolleges exir,t" I~ven a life insur·
anee sl'!wnw, such lUI tlw Quaker" Friends' Pro·
vitlell\"," IlIlgllt. hang together. But what gredcr pro·
Slll'ct of suceess would a Vohll~taryist ~olony huve than
a Baptist cololJy '/

Many, if not most, of the mest prominent Volun­
taryi8 t,l' would he simply llJlld to relinquish their pres­
ent fairly·nssllI'ed vocations in f,Lvor of such a venture;
and, if formed of those alone who v"e at present doing
vcry hadly, it would be forl'doomed. When Volun·
t.aryists arc numerous enough, there are prueticahle
cOllrses open to them cnlculllted to promote their pl'in­
ciples to l1 fnr grcl1tcr degree. The dny will sometiue
come, and may not be so far !"listant, when a strike
IIgninst all or some taxes may be worth tnlking about.
It might be consillcred as to whether a free distillery,
or l1 frell smuggling port, could not be set up. Till
then. the most effective course lies in such propagand­
ist nct'.vity as suits the aptitude of each worker and his
meaDf,.

Anarchist letter-Writing Corps.
'The Secret.ary wants cvery reader of Liberty to send

in hi" name f.,r enrolment. Those who do so thereby
pledge til".llselves to write, when possible, n letter
every fonnight, pn Anarchism or kindred subjects, to
the" tl'.fget" nss;gned in Liberty for thnt fortnight,
and t.r, notI fy the sccretary promptly in case of any
faih'.re tJ write to n target (which it is hoped will not
often occur), or in cnse of temporary or permanent
..... itbdmwnl from the work of the Corps. .All,
whet.her members or not, arc asked to lose no oppor­
tunity of informing the secretary of suitable turgets.
Address, STEPIU~N T. BYING'l'ON, Belvidere, N. J.
~~ For the present be fortnightly supply of targets

will be maintained by, 'Jding members a special
monthly circular, alternating with the issue of Liberty.

Note change in the secretary's address.
So Liberty is to become a monthly. Wha~ is to be

the efIect of this on our Corps? We are at Wv1'k
writing fortnightly letters, anr} it would certainly be
a very great pity to drop back. Therefore ~Ir. Tucker
proposes to print a slip with targets and nothing else,
hl1lf wny between the issues of Linerty, and send it
free to members. On behalf of the Corps, I accept
with many thanks.

It will now no longer be disputable that Corps memo
bel'S are a little better up to date in m~tters concern.
ing our movement tban anyone else. I hope this fact
will bring in a few more members. If you are un­
fortunately to have less of Liberty to reai{ hereafter,
you can at least put the time thus saved into writing
Corps letterfl. It is an ill wind that blows no good,
and it is a bad sailor that does not get all the good he
can out of an uncomfortable squall.

If, by accident or misunderstanding, any member
fails to get the slip, I hope to receive his complaint at
once. No one who claims to be working with the
Corps shall be left out.

During the recent delays in Lib;,rty's publication
very few targets have been sent me. Just now, owing
to these delayf', I could not have used a fuJI supply;
but henceforward, under the new arrangement, I shall
use as many as usual, and hope to receive plenty.

Comrade Cohen has started an "Anti-Interest
League," o'f which be, at 1,408 Curtis St., Denver, Col.,
is something-secretary, I believe-practical manager,
at any rnte. In this capacity he controls the insertion
of a certain l1mount of matter in many labor and Popul­
ist papers. Now he want,s us to write for him. He
says:

It. has these advantages oyer the haphazard" shot."
It will surely he prin~ed, not in one, but in fifty
papers, and then copIed lnrgely. The word Anarchy
will not be mentioned. None of the different schools
will be attacked as a school; for the rest, aJl that can
be said to strengthen the non·interest crusude will be
done j the money question clIn be discussed in its rela.
tion to other purts of the economic reform programme'
particular talks on mutual banking will Le discour. '
aged, be(,nusc we are in danger of wearing out that
phruse with outsirlers. No article must ever run ()ver
<light hundred words.

Those who regard the abolition of interest as all.
important will find here such an opportunity as they
want, while those who are morE:' coftcerned about the
general establishment oC freed am may be able to get
in a good word for freedom under cover of the In.
terest question. It sccms to me t,hat a programme like
this is hardly worth 80 much of Comrade Cohen's time
and strength as it Is gettillg; but, as long as he is In

7
it, we may as well take advautage of it to get sOme of
0111' ideas printed. ::-\0 I seut him two artieJcs, one of
wllich Iw accepted nnd olle he rejected (that is what
" 8 1/rf:ly be printed" means, you se(~); but I sent the
rejected one to a farmers' paper of large circulatiQJ,l.
which printed it very promptly. So my writing WILli

not. wasted. I recommend others to go nnd do like­
wise,

Target, section A.-The" Echo," Nesr, Kan., speaks
as follows:

The Alliance is the one organizntion th:lt is the hest
posted on questions of to·day of ncy body of people in
the United Htatcs, Ilnd it has found that "something
het.ter" is the Labor Exclulllge system, which, once
thoroughly established, will do away with money to
a large extent. The Allinnce people know only too
well that under our present system, and until this sys­
tem is entirely changed, it would only he too easy for
bankers, monopolists, trusts, and combines to corner
,'ny amount of money issued by the government, large
OJ ~"laJl, sooner or later. They seem to he aware of
the faLt that our whole system is an organized effort
whereby two· thirds of the people-non-producers­
want to, a.. (~ do, live off the one third,-producers,­
and we are going to counteract it by n system which
will make it harder for th\'\ drones to live off the work­
ers The time will come when labor will be recog­
nized above capital; that labor is ~he only true capital,
and that everyone has that within bimself, and, in
plnce of waiting for some one to hire them, laborers
have found a way to hire themst;;!~~': ::.nd without the
aid of capitalists, and what they produce will be theirs,
as by right it ought to be.

The allusion in the first sentence is to th'3 Farmers'
Alliance platform at the time of t!'. ,> birth of tbe Peo­
ple's Party, which called for the" sub-treasury sys­
tem, or something better." Approve the editor's posi­
tion; point out more fully the faults of government
mouey and the advantages of voluntary issues.

b,'ltion B.-The" New Charter," 169 W. San Fer­
nando <;\t., San Jose, Cal., a .. middle-of-the·rnad"
Po~ulist and Labor EXl.:',\nge organ. The Populist
editor is disgusted with the result of the Populist con.
vention, which he regards as a corrupt deal with the
enemy. On August 12 he announced the future policy
of the paper as follows:

It will advance from the ground of palliatives to the
ground of remedies. Its space will be devoted here­
after to the advocacy of the Labor Exchange and of
other remedial measures.

And he explnined the collapse of the People's Party
management in these words:

The leaders of every political party, when within
smelling distance of the pie-counter, always take what
to them seems the shortest: route to get there, regard­
less of principle.

On August 26 he came out editorially for the Social­
ist Labor Party, though still keeping the Populist
national ticket at the head of his columns. The paper
is nov; apparently wl1vering hetween the People's
Party, the Socialist L;tbor Party, and the anti· political
policy of the Labor E;,:change, and prints plenty of
letters in all three dirr.ctions. Send in letters showing
that no fundamental relief could be bad through polio
tics, even if po!itics were honest; that, wh~ the S. L.
P. leaders get ne&.r the" pie-count.::r " of office, they
will presumably be no more consistent than the Popul­
ist leaders; and that voluntary combination, 11~ in
the Labor Exchange and lIutual Bankillg, is the true
remedy. I hope other friends beside Section B will
write to this target, as I think it n specially promising
one. S 1.i:PREN T. JlYINGTON.

A Poem with Notes.
A weapon that COUles down as still

As snowflakes fall upon the sod,

[But, like snowflakes, sometimes accompanied by a
very noisy display of wind.]

But executes a freeman's 'will

[Tbat is, free to have some other freeman's will ex­
ecuted on him.]

As lightning does the will of God :
[Count the time from the moment when the 'Voters

will to have a law passed to the moment when such a
0. law as they want is passed, and you will get a new
idea of the speed of the lightning.]

And from its force nor doors nor looks
Can shield you--

[Ament this is why we mourn I]
--'Tis the ballot·box I

VerM"1I JoAn.~
PIYM "u~n. r. Bvi.-
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