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one's support, they have, therefore, to convert
him, not merely to Prohibition, but to eVf~ry

other view or proposal embodied in their plat­
form. 'I'his naturally reduces the number of
conversions, and retards growth. The fact is,
Prohibition is dying; it iR oml of the unfit
which cannot survive under the chauged poli­
tical I,londitions. As long as people could be

; persuaded that everything was well except the
liquor traffic, Prohibition was a factor, but,
after the experience of the pallt Reveral years,
few can fail to Ree that Prohibition must be re­
legated to the rear.

Of Hake and 'VesRlau's new work, "The
Coming Individualism," the" Evening Post"
says that it indicates that the coming indivi­
dualilun must be something very disagreeable,
hecaUSl~ the authors indulge in intemperate
langua~e and ill-considered assertions. It ~op-s

on to characterize the book as a I' farrago of
querulous protests, indiscriminate tlimsure,
and unsupported assertions," and h sure that it
is ealculated to exasperate the reader. Then it
grudgingly admits that the authors, in spite of
their ill manner. have reason on their side, and
that their work llIay not be wholly unprofitable
reading. We further learn that the authors
attack the factory acts, and that with this the
" Post" sympathizes. ~(, agrees that the
fanatical Socialistic faith in the efficacy and
vaiue of these acts is entirely irrational, and
t}u~t, as a matter of fact, the improved condi­
tions of labor would inevitably have come, if
there had been no fac:tQry acts at all. \Ve also
l\:Jnrn that the authors arc against the English
banking laws and the rCijtrictions imposed upon
the liquor traffic. 'Vith f\Jgard to these sub­
jects the " Post" delivers itself of the following
truly Bunsbyish sentiments: "Noth'.ng seema
more unlikely than that the English should
chalJgl~ either their system of dealing wit~) the
traffic in strong drink or their banking laws,
but these writei'8 are not daunted by such con­
siderations; nor is it wholly vain to protest
against the most inveterat.e abuSt:EI, for only in
this way can they be prevented from increas­
ing. While we may not be convinced that the
abolition of the monopoly of the Bank of Eug­
land is desirable, it is wen to be reminded of
the objections that may be fairly raised against
it, and in this country we evidently "need to .
consider the subject from every point of view.
We might sa;" the same of the drink traffic,
but it must be confessed that the wisdom of the
policy of loading this business with all manner
of burdens is firmly established in the minds of
most people. n Coming from a professed
apostle of indiVidualism, this is very lumiDou8
and vigorous intleed.
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itarian and patriotic emotions would be enlistetl
against the principle of unionism rathodr thfn
for it.

A workman recovered damages a~ainst a
trade union in an Indiana court for bri.nging
about his disdlarge hy ordering a strike and re­
fusing to retm'n to work until he had been dis­
missed. Tl>.t.l judge held that such a WI\Y of
deprivin~ a Ill.an of his job was plainly wrong­
fnl. Now the court of appeals overrules this
deciSIOn, and declares that the union men had a
perfect right to strike. The court says:
" Each one could have quit without incurring
any civil liability to him. 'What eaeh one
could rightfully do certainly all could do if they
so desired, especially when their concertetl ac­
tion was taken peaceably, without any threats,
violence, or attempts at intimidation. There
is no law to compel one man or any body of
men to work for or with anotIH.·r who is per­
sonally vbnoxiOlHl to them. If they cannot be
by law compelled to work, I am wholly unahle
to see huw they can incur any personal liability
by simply ceasing to do that which they have
not agreed to do, and for the performance of
which they are under no obligation whatever."
This is surprisingly sound frolD an American
court, but would it have the logic to apply the
same reasoning to a case of boycotting?
Would it hold that all could do in concert what
each could rightfully do separately? Probably
not, although there is absolutely no reason for
the current distinctions between strikes and bOJ-­
cotts undertaken by combinations.

The Prohibition party is on the road to tlis­
integration. The split which followed the
triumph of the narrow gaugers, who ar~ against
identifying the party with any other course
than abolition of the liherty to sell and drink in..
toxicants, has weakened both wings, ao\l neither
will be formidable hereafter. The fanatics
were strong in the convention, but they will
find that few voters will consent to ignore the
financial and industrial issues l~nteriog into the
present campaign. The most intemperate Pro­
hibitionist knows that hard times are not caused
by drink, and that a prohibitory law will not
prevent monetary panics or crises. He knows
that the money question must be solved, that
the tariff must be settled, and that every other
great question must be taken up and disposed
I)f. A party that has nothing to say on tho
greatest problems of the day is a ghost, a
"has been," and has lost the power of attract­
ing new element8. On the other hand, the
broad gaugers, who claim to have views on all
current issues, taoitly admit that Prohibition is
a small matter, one of a large number of "re­
forms" which the country needs. To gain
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S1Un.... fllt,t lifgh light wlurWtl tIl~ world " ItlNd :
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On Picket Duty.
Comrade Tandy's book, " Voluntary Sooial­

i!'un," can he had in Great Britain of William
Gilmour, 2(; St. Clair St., Glasgow, Scotland.

AnarohiHt.io Commuoism, according to all
signs and tt)stimony, is dead in France-as dead
ail it iil in ElIglalHl and in this country. In
Fn'ncll revolut.ionary eirelcl! collectivism rules
the day. The Communists wiI have to choose
between going over to State Socialilnn, which
they profess to detel'lt, and joining the indivi­
dualiHt Anarchists. A few yearH ago Com­
muniHm was in a flourishing condition, and
SONIWd to be growing apace, so that Comrade
RobinHon and others were somewhat alarmed,
and earnestly Honght to draw useful lCRsons
from t.he Rituation for the bentlnt of the An­
archistic movmmmt. 'fhe emphatic lesson of
the presmlt situation is that an iHo~ical thing,
a thing of Hhrcd!il and patches, can have only
an eplwmeral success, and is doomed to sink by
its own weight of absurdIty. The few Com­
muniHts who really want freedom will get it by
coopemting with the individualists, and, after
freedom shall have been woo, nobody 'Vill ob­
ject to thdr nndertaking experiments in vol­
untary Communism.

The " late unpleasantness." it seems, has not
settled the secession question as finally and ir­
revocahly as our patriotio hist.orians and philo­
sophers have supposed. The talk of the rabid
silverites in the west about the possibility of
the seccl!I!ion of the western States is extremely
significant. It is not alone that a few agitators
dare to make such threats, but also that the
entire presti of the country, daily and monthly,
find I'! the matter important enough to discuss
seriously, and endeavors to elicit exprespions of
opinion in regard thereto from leading men.
Of course the " great statesmen" pOfJh-pooh
the suggestion of secession, but th?G fact is dis­
counted in advance by all who ullJerstand that
these g.mtry never really lead prblic opinion.
As times are bound to become "/orse and worse,
and as the eastern financial poJ',,(ly \S bound to
excite the resentment and hostii L"J ')f the
farming sen~iment more and more, it is highly
probable that secession talk will become very
general and lively in the west. Western seoes­
sion would be more serious than southern seces­
sion. There is no slavery <]01e8tlon to obscure
and complicate the fundamental issue, and the
ory of patriotism would lose much of its magic
under the new conditions, when plutocracy is
arrayed agaiat· the masses. All the human~
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gl't!lltCHt of all 'IWIUl8 at 1'I'csellt ft'asible fOl' the
" am 4!lioration of OUl' diHtl'esHill1l ecollomic and
social l~Ollllitioru:l." This iH why I said that he
r(~dul~es the Single 'l'ax to a vcry im,ignificIUlt
affair,-inMiglliticant as. compared with what
it is in " ProgreHs and I)overty," for example.
Mr. George as!!el'lS that he has" traced to
their sOUl'ce sodal weakness and disease," and
has" !!hown the rt'mcdy." Hc claims that hiH
scheme " wlil11d remOVl' W iUlt llnd the fear of
want, give all claHHt's leilil\!l'e and comfort, in­
dependence, the deeeJwies and l't.·finements (,f
lifl', and the opportunities of mental and morn1
devclopmcut." In a word, with 1\11'. George
tllll Siugle Tax b lit<'rn!1y Ii panacea, while 1\11'.
Bl'{/wU I'lays that it would he of great ad­
vantage to workmen. Ilm't this considerahle
of a climhing down, r(jductioll to illf~ignificallct~?
Of courl'lc it is by no means an insignifi(~ant

aibli· to confer a great ad"antage upon work·
num, and, if the Single Taxers had never
mlule any greater dahns, the controversy would
havl\ taken a totally different shape. But till'
trlll1 Single Taxcrs offered their scheme as a
pauace!\ for all social and (1conomic ills, and not
as a method of discoura~inghnd speculation
aud indil'l~ctly aiding the laborl~r. .1\11'. Brown
is not an orthodox Single Taxer, and he cannot
speak for U our school" at all. " Our school"
would protest against his moderation,-at
[cast, if no opponents were around, and it was
not necessary to make the admission for the
sake of saving something from the wreck of the
scheme.

I do not deny that the freeing of vacant
land would indirectly henefit labor to some ex­
tent, hut I <lony that the henetit would be "cry
great. Nothing preventfl the unemplo~'ed and
the poorly-paid wage-lahorers ill the United
States from making a living from the land, ex­
cept Illek of capital. 'Vhatcver a priori phi­
losophers might say, the testimon,Y of all wbo
kllOW the fnets is that there is plenty of land
in tbe United States that llan he bad for the
asking. Thousands of ~'xIlCl'ienccd farmers al'e
aLandoning tlwir farllls hecatH;t.l they cannot
make both ends rnct.~t, and the whole agricul­
tural indu!!try is in a state of extreme depres­
lIlion. It is simply idle to talk about a Uland
problem " in thc U niwd Stalt~s or Canada,
where the demand for settlers an(1 farmers is so
great that conl1nissions are being appointed and
bureaus established to aitract immigration and
aclvertise the ad"antagos of the various local­
ities. There is land for everyhody who
wants it,; what thcre is a great scarcity of is
capital. l\Jal'yland, Alabama, (.~eorgia, 'Vash­
ington, and other Stalt~l'l arc hegging for llgri­
cultural immigrants, aod wage-workers ~U'e slow
to 1'l~!ll'0nd hecause they have no e.apital and no
fitness for agriculture. '1'hi8 heit)g thc situa­
tion, the talk about land speculation Il8 the
cause of povt.'rt.y anll idleness is moonshine.
Only thoso who e"olvo theories out of their own
inner consciousness can t.l(lf~' fact and cxpericll(\l'
so j'ocklessly.

How iii' it with oM-world countries? It re­
quil'l~8 st.ill greater l'cckle8Sncss to a..~crt that
the poverty and misl'ry tlwre al'l.~ (tue to specUla­
tion in land. Anyhotly who has road 3n)?thing
about the condition of English, Irish, and
Scottish farmers knows that the _la1l<ll)roblcm
thoro is a rent problem. I repeat that there is
no land 8jJe('tt!ation in the old-worM countries
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that uo HdlOOI of 1'(louomi(~1'l hal'l Huct'mll:lfully
met tlwm, Thllt iH nhl'loilltl'1y trlle; hut fOl" a
ditfl'l't'llt l'(mllOU thnu thnt wh~,! :Iltty IlMllign.
Tlw.r lu'e HO !!hifty, uucortnin, and itwOlll.'rcllt
that OUl' l\{ln'r 1mow8 whcr(1 to find them, You
caunot attack un enemy who dodge!! and runs
IH\'ny, ;'il;lding pOflition after position without
a tight, T.nt, Single Taxers tlrMt (WIIlC togother,
formulato theil' t](){ltl'int.'s, and advance 11 Meric8
of definite t.'conornic and histOl'ieal propositions
in support of their pmcticll; piau. Then the
thinking wodd will have an 0Pl,ortullity to teHt
the scientific value of the Single Tax.

I do not intend to hC'id MI'. E. O. Brown
l'cHponsihle for the Silll, cf hiH fellow Single Tax­
ors, but I am sorl'y to fiud cvic1t'lWO in hiH rl'ceut
!etter in LiheHy that ht' has not attogetlwr
c<loaped the infection albded to. The t'}lHkrHly
to " go h;wk on " ul'thOI).OX Sillgle.T;lx doctrine
and advance hovel alJd cputradictory argument!!
IiI:\Y be tl'n.ced all th~'ough his rt.'ply to my
l:l'iticism,

In the til'8t place, .1\[1'. Hl'own dOI~s not cor­
rctly state 1\11'. Saltm's poiut. In hi!'! eriticism
of the Single Tax as an economic n·forlll, Mr.
Saltt·r fn'l';" llllmitted that iabor would be
1Jelll'{1tl~d hy ., I :'u'''Y tax on unusl~d land held
fOl' speculati \'(~ purposes; what ho denied was
the ns!!ertion tlw,t such a tax would " fl'l~e !l na­
tural opportunities and give workmen " frl\O "
land. Now) Mr. Salter" omittell !l nothing,
and 1\1l'. Brown supplied nothing matel'ial.
Ho romind'd Mr. Salter that tlw Single Tax
wouhl discourage speculation in land and help
the workmen by compelling thOSl~ holding land
out of use either to improve it (,I' to ahandon
it; lmt 1\11'. Salter had not overlooked that con­
sideration at all. He dwelt upon the f~wt that
under the Single Tax all land would be taxed
up to the highest rcntal value, and that the
lahol'e!' would have to pay for land. Taxcd
land is not frce land, and a heavy tax docs
not opeu up natural 0PI)ortunitie8, or allow
" free" aCCt'SS to them, All through Single­
Tax litemturc there is the recurrent refrain
that labor needM free access to natural 0pp0l'tnn~

ities, and that in this free aecess alone lies the
solution of the labor question; and 1\11'. Salter
simply said that, if this be true, then the
Singlc Tax is no remedy, for it certainly do.;s
not free land, and docs not open up natural
opportunities.

Mr. Brown flays that I have cavaliel'1y dis­
t:li!!sed thc mmiinal proposition of " our whole
sehool " tlaat the de~trlletion of speculation in
land w'mld solve the labor problem. I plead
gui.1t)· to this impeaehnlt.'nt. Such a statcment
caunot he considered ileriously) however great
the number of U able and highly rational men"
who put it forward. 'l'hcre arc plenty of able
and highly rational men who know nothing of
economic history, who arc totally unacquainted
with present economic conditions in thc old
worlt~, and who make the most l)rcpostcrous
statemOllts ahout indutlt.rial mattcrs without any
consciousness of absurdity. No one who
knows wbat the labor question is would ever
say that it. can be solved hy destroying land
speculr l '

Ind l rr, Brown himself rClllize8 this, for
he does ~im that taxation of the full rental
"alue of "msed land would solve the labor ques­
tion. lie say!! tbat U it would be of very great
advantage to all laborers," and that it \3 the
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Mr. Brown on the Single Tax.
P1'ofesl'lor 1Il'IIQ' C, Allams has 1't'('elltly 1'e­

markell that. it is extremely llitlit.'ult to deal
with the Sillgle Tax, heeaust.1 its I'1'OpOSitiOll8
art! ineoherent and illala,tiuite. The plall of
t:,-xillg the full re!ltal value of land ii'\ Himl'le
enough, hut no two Single Taxers agl'ee with re­
gard to the reasolls for this reform. If ~'ou a~­

tack and eonflltt.· one Single Taxer'M rca!llming,
the otlwrli tl'iumphantly meet your criticiHIll by
repudiating the arguments of their champion,
and invtmtillg 11 lIumlH.'r of new olles. A fatal
facility for fOl'gcuillg their own claims and as­
sCl'tiolls is also charactcristic of most Single
Taxers.

For inHtancc: Ew!ry reader of Mr. George,
and of Single·Tax Hteratul'(l generally, knows
that it is a fUlldalllelital contention of the
school that rent tends w ahsorb everything and
to rise at the expense of profits. 'VllCuever
this claim is madc at a Single-Tax gathering, it
rl'ceives gCllt'ral :lnd enthusiastic assent. Some
time ago I)wfessor r..oomis, an able Sitagle
TllXel' of Chicago, attempted to prove in a
lecture that the entire profits which rcsulted
fl'om tho l)rogress of invention in the ~hoe in­
dustry were swallowl'~ 'lP hy rent, a'tlu went
neither to tile mlulllt'al".,lr(H'S 01' to the workmen.
The Sin~le Tax Cluh went wild ovcr this COll­

vincing, eonnrcte illustration of the truth of
tlwir vit'w. \Vhen, in my adc1rt.'HIl hefore the
cluh, I ehallenged this assuillption, and 8howed
that r('nt rises no fastnr than profitt'll and that
the pm'centage of increase is nearly the same in
inuu8trial profitH and city rents, the Single
Taxcrs forgot "Progress and Poverty," for­
got ]>rofl,)ssor J'001ll!f! Il.nd their own wild ap-
pIalH;e, awl told me that I had lwen trying to
hur14t an open door, and that Single Taxm's
were well a,val'e, ~.;d always readily admitted,
that l'lmt inCl'(~ases in the same ratio aR pr(' tits.
'rhe point, I was solemnly told, is not th It rent
absorbs proftts, hut that it rises at all! Allll
great was t,hc delight of the cluh at this ex­
posure of my ignoraut perversion of Single-Tax
philosophy ami economicsl

Now, tho SiL1gle Taxers arc wont to boast



worth mentioning~ a,lthough 1\1r. Bolton HaU~

confounding "specul~t";/):J " with " holding
out of eeonomic use~" asserts the contrary.
I.and used as a. game preserve is held out of
propel' economic use~ but it is not held" spec­
ulatively." 'Vhat has been the history of
Irish laud agitation and legislation? The ef­
forts have been to reduce rents~ to protect the
tenants~ improvements~ to check the landlords~

greed and extortion? In Ircland the tenants~

holdings are so small that the landlords have
fonnd it impossible to improve them~ while
such improvements as the tenants have made
have been confiscated by the laOfllords in the
shape of rent.. To say that speculation in land
is the cause of Irish misery i!'l to write one's
self down-a Gilbert and Sullivan character.
The : "uation in Scotlantl l France~ Italy, and
Germany is not mnch different. France,
thanks to the revolution, is a country of peasant
proprietors~ and yet agriculture is depressed
and poverty is very general. How would the
Single Tax help the French farmer and laborer ';'
The Single Tax is offered for all countries j it is
applicable to none.

I would ul'ge :Mr. Brown and Mr. Hall to re­
read those pages of " Progress and Poverty"
in which 1\1r. Georg~ accounts for the want and
misery of Ireland. Not a word about land
specitlation~ bnt a a great deal about rack-rents
and confi13cation of improvements. Ireland
needs no methods of destroying land specula­
tion, 3lthough she does need free land-some­
thing the Single Tax does not give.

1\11'. Brown says that it is not necessary that
the entire body of laborers should be giver, ac­
cess to free hmd, and that, if bnt a small per"
centage of them found such accass, wages
would be raised to the natural limit. This may
be granted~ but the trouble is that not even a
few would find free access to natural opportun­
ities. Only that would be " free" under the
si'lheme which was worthless and had no rental
valuc at all, and it is clear that such" op­
port.unities " would go, not to the laborers, 'but
to plesent holders. :Mr. Brown forgets that,
since t~e method of freeing the unused land is a,

tax upon its rental value, land which had no
rental value would not be subject to any tax,
and hence would not be thrown open. On the
other hand, land which is really valuable
would remain inaccessible to the capital-less
laborer.

But~ says Mr. Brown~ owners of ullused land
would improve their holdings and thus create a
new demand for labor. Again 1\11'. Brown
forgets that land cannot be improved without
capital~ and that, so long as usury in any form
exists, no one will improve land unless there is
the promise of a " fair return" in the capital­
istic sense. Now, in these days of hard
times and investors' famine, no prodding is
necessary to induce people with capital to im­
prove land wherever it is profitable to do so.
Owners are not eager to " improve " their
lands because real estate ie depressed and there
is no profit in that line of investment. On the
other hand, when times are" good" and
capital is active, the heavy tax on unused land
would simply withdraw capital from other chan­
nels and throw just as many laborers out of
employment as it would make room for. Cap­
ital does not lie idle in good times, and is very
quick to discover opportunities and possibilities
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of increase, Indeed~ this whole L:\lk of Single
rraxer8 about compelling owners to improve
land rests on their fundamental misconception
of the relation of capital to production lind the
influence of interest on wages and industry.
Given the present finaildal aud banking system~

there is absolutely no way of compelling the
im provement of land or the throwing of the
same upon the market. Since 'Lhe tax would
have to be determined by competitive bids, the
owners would retain their holdings by paying a
slight amount~ no one else being in a position
to offer more, and the laborer being in no posi­
tion to offer anything at all.

Of course I do not mean to deny that real
freedom of all unoccupied and unused land
would benefit labor, even in such countries as
the United States and Canada~ where there iR
still plenty of land for th0se who want it; 'but
the way to free such land is to refuse to respect
title~ nJt based on occupancy and use. Mr.
BI'own did not go into the question of whether
land speculation could be abolished I)y this
s:mple and direct remedy, and I regret this
fact very much. It is the most important
question which land reformers who are a11"0 in­
dividualists are called upon to consider. Lib­
ertarians who advocate the governmental
scheme of the Ringle Tax as a method of de­
stroying speculation in land are absurdly incon­
sistent and false to their philosophy. It is na·
tural for a truL lover of liberty to adopt lib­
erta,nan methods, and, if the simpl'l :lnd direct
plan of refusing to recognize titles to unoc­
cupied land can bring about the desir':ld end,
there is no sensp iIi, no excuse for, deliberately
rejecting libe: 'I,)' and resorting to the govern­
m~ntal Single Tax. 1\11'. Brown is in many
respects an eJ:tl"eme individualist, and he must
justify his abandonment of liberty in this case~

or stand cor dcted of gross, gratuitous~ un­
pardonable inconsistency. 1\11'. Brown vaguely
says that h seems to him t.hat the " Single rrax
is the method best adapted to our circum­
stances and to the conditions of life around us
at iJreRent for limiting possesRion of land to its
use." Though a close student of the political
situation~ I fail to di!wover any basis of fact for
this iwpression. 1\1r. Brown probably means
that it is easier to get the Single Tax by legis­
lation than occnpancy and use. Perhaps; but
he will get a number of other Populist and
collectivist measures along with it, and the loss
will more than offset the gain. To imagine
that it is possible to get liberty in everything
else and governmentalislll in land tenure re­
quires absolute disregard of the lessons ot past
and present politics.

:Mr. Brown's allusion to " circumstances"
!and " conditions around us " moves me to ask

Lim why he is so uncompromising in his atti­
tulle on the financial question. He insists on
absolute freedom of banking and credit and
note-issu.ing, and has no interest whatever in
the palliatives advocated by governmentalists of
his own school or any other school. Yet he
knows toat absolute financial freedom is bnt a
remote possibility at present; circumstances
and conditions are aU against it. 'Why, then,
should such circumstances and conditions cause
him to advocate the Single Tax~ if he is not
prepared to maintain and prove that it is th(;'
best and soundest and most scientific solution
of tlie land qnestion everywhere and under any

circU1Ilstances? It is on€; thing to aavocate
Single Tax as a compromise and departure
from principle, and another thing to advocate
it as the only true and permanent remedy. As
a libertarian, it is incumbent upon 1\11'. Brown
to consider the occupancy-and-use solution and
satisfy himRelf that it would n<>t abolish spec­
ulation. UntH he does that, be cannot logically
and consistently advocate the Single Tax.

One other point, and a very ;mportant one.
Mr. Brown, by implication at leaft~ states that
he advocates the Single Tax similly as a method
of discouraging land speculatio.l~ and limiting
possession of land to its :.se. This means that
the Single Tax would not be permanent~ and
would not be levied~ l'ven temporarily ~ on
farmers and other oWllers who actually occupy
and uSc their land. ":his, it is needless to say,
is not orthodox Single-Tax aoctr:~~ at all.
Single Taxers seek to approprbte all land values~

tax all owners whose holdinr;s have any rental
value at all, and thus equalize the retuhlS from
land. They claim that rent belongs to the
community~ and that no holder can justlyap­
propriate it. They inte~d to tax every holder,
whether he uses his land 01' not, and to make
the tax permanent. Mr. Brown's view is novel
and heretical. It is not the view of " our
school~" and it is interesting to know whether
Mr. Brown reall~T means to commit himself to
the position implied~ if not plainly expressed,
in his letter. Needless to say that this novel
view is far less objectionable, both ethically
and economically, than the orthodox
proposition.

Concerning Mr. Hall's Ltter I may say some-
thing in next Liberty. v. Y.

Liberty and Communism.
My practice of " jumping on " ptlople~ which

leads Mr. Robinson to begin his brief explana­
tory letter (see sixth page) with an exclama­
tion~ has generally proved very effective in
clarification of thought and expression, and the
present case offers no exception to the rule.
In his review of Mr. Tandy's book 1\'lr. Robin­
son plainly declared that " we should never
forget that liberty is but a mean& to an end. ,,.
Now~ in re1lponseto my criticism of this~ he
gives us the very admirable, but certainly quite
opposite~ statement that " liberty is both a
means and an end,-the only mears and a great
part of the end." This is precisel..'" my view,
and to bring out a declaration of it from Mr.
Robinson is well worth a ,; jump" Oi' two. In
the very first editorial that appeared.n Liberty,
fifteen years ago, it was pointed out that this
view of liberty as both means and end is one of
the main things that differentiate Anarchism
from other political and economic schools; so,
when Mr. R(\binson~ by pronouncing liberty
"but. a meara," declared it not an end, it was
natural that I ~hould be disinclined to let his
statement pass unchallenged. I consider that,
in leading him to correct himself~ I have done
him and our readers a service.

Having thus encouraged myself~ I am going
to jump again. Mr. Robinson remarks inci­
dentally that be has no doubt that the Com- "
munists really want liberty, as they profess to.
'Why does he think so? Of what Communists
does he speak? How are we to know what
Communists believe, save as we find their 00.
liefs put down in black and white by their
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prinoip:.l writers? What do these writers I sumed the ownership by an Astor of the whole Inot be used t" '\ollect rent in special and abnor-
say ? I of Manhattan Island, and the rentin~ of the mal cases. I do not se~ the slightest warrant

'rake John Most, for in, anOfl. He says e:.q,t, s:~nle in pl.roels tv tenants, as a possihilit.y quite for this extraordinary and senseless coustruction
after the rev'llutiol1 t if two men coopdrate un· oonili'\wli~ with thfl occupancy-and.use theory of Mr. Yarros's words.
der I\n agreement that one shall pay the other :J.n,: "T)'J which the theorY'll advocates wor.ld so Mr. Horr defends State collection of rent on
wages, the arrangement will be termina~ed by r!}gard. nnoh uu ~!lsumpdon on his part the gl'(,und that, if equal rights to land be ad·
force, even though it bt~ perfectly voluntary. showed beyt~'.ld \t'·jstion that he has failed to mitted, "nil men have a right to collect rent
Does Mr. Robinson think that John Most be- coneider the position: +:.h~t h~ve been taken in from those who use better than fCfJe land, be-
lieves in liberty? Liberty as to the natur", ')~ occupancy and use. cause eacle individual would collect buch rent

Or take the Chic,,,go men. It is well known These positions have been stai.ed in English himself, if he had the power." Logic does not
to th08<J who were familiar wit.h them that plain enough to be definitely grasp~d. If Mr. warrant the inference. I showed clearly, in my
they proposed to dispose of rebellious persons Horr had taken pains to understand them~ he discul':'lOn with MitiS Musson, that, even grant-
'.dlO might insist on retaining their private could not interpret the occupancy-and-use ing' dingle-Tax ethics, still State collection of
prvperty by taking them to tb::: tJrst vacant lot theory in a manner squarely contradi.Jtory of every individt.<l.i's share of rent, without delega-
and shooting them. Does Mr. Robinson think them. There will be 110 motive for Liberty to tion by each individual of his right to collect,
that tlw Chicago men believed in liberty? attempt a completer exposition of its doctrine cannot be advocated consistently by any indi-

Or take Kropotkine. He declares, in his for Mr. Horr's benefit, until he understands the vidualist. The fact that an individual would
" 'Vords of a Hebel," that the next revolution perfectly definite things that I~iberty has ai- collect the ren~, rightfully due him, if he had
will fail in its historic mission unless it achieves ready said. the power, does not walrant another man, or all
the ~omplete expropriation of all by force. Agreeing to my daim that equal freedom is other men, in proceeding unauthorized to col-
Does Mr. Robinson think that Kropotkine be- not a law, but simply a rule of social life which lect this rent. There are some creditors who
lieves in "Uberty? we find it expedient tv follow, Mr. Horr asks believe tLat the State should not collect debts.

Or take the" Firebrand." Its Pl~~:f\~pal me why, if it is expedient to enforce ~qual free- Would Mr. Horr claim that the State is en-
writer, J. II. Morris, declares in the il!:'Jue of dom in other things, it, is not also expedient ttl titlen to collect the debts due these creditot's,
June 7 that" holders of private property ai:q enforce equal rights to the use of the earth. As regardless of their wishes in the matter?
not Anarchists-they are invaders." Does 1\'1::. appropriately might I lLsk him why it is not ex- Now, r"".It is nothing but a debt, under Single­
Robinson regard the" Firebrand" as an organ pedient to enforce equal. right~ to the use of Tax ",(,hks. Con,:-:(,pently any parties who con-
of liberty? brain power. Equal freedom as defined and 3':_ tract for the collection of their rent3 in common

'Vh0 (l,l'e these Communists that believe in vocated in Liberty covers only the control o~ must see to It that they colle~t only their own
liberty? 'Vhere are they to be found? That self and the results of self-exertion. "Eoual lilhares of toe total rent due. If they collect
nearly all of them say they believe in it I do rights in other things" is a phrase of Mr. . other people's shares, even the Single Taxer, if
not deny. But those of them who have even Horr's coinage. I uphold equal freedom, a8 I he be an individualist, is bound to consider
a half clear notion of how they propose to define it, because it secures individuality, the them thieves.
achieve and maintain Communism always be- definition and encourag-ement of whkh are es- All that Mr. Horr has to say about the dif-
tray somewhere a reliance on authority and a sential to social development and prosperity and ficulty of sustf> 'ning an occupancy-and-use sys-
determination to use force upon persons whom to individual happiness. I oppose Mr. Horr's tem by jury decisions is based on silly and
Anarchists consider non-invasive; while those policy loosely described as " equal rights in gratuitous assumptions. In the first place, it is
who betray nothing of this sort are generally other thi!1gs " because it tends to obliterate in- pure assumption to say that juries will be
persons whose notions are of so nebulous a char- dividuality. The enforc, :.Jnt of equal rights I recruited solely from tax-payers. No believer
acter that they cannot be classified as Commun- to the UEle o(t~e.~f-:;orth, for instance, by a single in the original form of jury trial as e}·plained
istic or otherwise. Undoubtedly there are, tax on land values means a confiflcation of a by Spooner ever advanced such a proposition.
here and ther~, individuals who would like to portion of the individual's product, a denial of I In the second 1-,lace, it is pure assumption to say
live with others 011 a common-property basis, the liberty to control the results of self- that, 'vhen tax.\tion is voluntary, only land-
but who do not propose to drag the rest of the exertion, and hence a trampling upon indivi- owners will pay t!I.Xes, because they alone bene-
world into their scheme against its will. But duality. If an equal distribution or common fit by the expenditure of the taxes. It is not
Communism is a school, with its organs and its ownership of wealth) with the accompanying true that they :;.ju~le ber ,.4it. Every individual
propaganda and its orators and its leading destruction of individuality, is a good thing, benefits whose liff, J'oerty, and property is pro-
writers 1 f,;Id it is these wh'J are to be mainly then let us become Communists at once, and tected. In the thid place, it is pure assump-
considered when we undertake to ascertain what confiscate every excess, whether its source be tion to say that jurors do not, in the main,
Communists believe. T. land value, brain value, or some other value. render verdicts in accordance with their own

---- If, on the other hand, the protection of the in- conceptions of equity and social living. A
Mr. Horr's Views of Land Tenure. dividual is the thing paramount and the main jury of thieves is quite as likely as a jury of

In considering the two letters of Mr. Alexan- essential of happiness, then let us defend the honest men to convict a prisoll~r justly accused
del' Horr in the last issue of Liberty, I notice equal liberty of individuals to control self and of theft. Now, no advocate of occupancy-and-
at the outset that they betray a singular contra- the results of self-exertion, and let other equal- use tenure of land beli.eves that it can be put
diction. In the first we are told that the ities t!lke cr..re of themselves. in force, until as a theory it has been as gen-
occupancy-and-use theory of land tenure" has An instance of the peculiar manner in which erally, or almost as generally, seen and accepted
not risen to the dignity of respectable em- Mr. Horr interprets his opponent's utterances as is the prevailing theory of ordinary private
piricism." In the second we are told that of may be "seen in his comments on Mr. Yarros's property. But, when the theory has been thus
the four systems of land tenure now advocated statement that, while voluntary taxation of accepted, jurors may be relied on, in the main,
there are two which " deserve the most careful economic rent might not be a good thing, " the to render verdicts in accordance therewith, no
consideration," and that one of the two is the nse of force to bring it about would be ex· matter what their status or situation in life.
occupancy-and-use theory. The questIOn trpmely unwise." Mr. Horr thinks that this Were it not so, no flociety would be possible.
arises: why does that which has not risen to the statement is" not quite clear." It is true that Mr. Horr finally defends the Single Tax,
dignity of respectable empiricism deserve to be it is not quite exact. Mr. Yarros had better against the objection that under it the land oc-
considered with care? have said" the use of force to effect it," or, cupant is at the mercy of the community, by

Mr. Horr complains of the indefiniteness with more simply still, "the enforcement of it," claiming that" changes due to social growth
which the advocates of the occupancy-and-use than "the use of force to bring it about." But which are just as inevitable a..'1 any other pheno-
theory explain it. My opinion is that the even from the sentence as it stands it seems to mena of nature must be submitted to." I
larger share of the indefiniteness regarding it, me that no intellig\.lnt reader should have failed suppose, then, that, because I must submit to
that exists in his own mind is due to a faihlte to extract the evident meaning that, t'l)ough the tornado that destroys my crop, I must also
on his part to weigh and nnderstand what has men might well agree to pay rent into a com- sllbmit to the depredations of people who
been said in defence of the theory. In a recent mon treasury, no man should be forced to do so. choose to settle in my vicinity and then rob me
couversation with me, Mr. Horr naIvely as- Yet Mr. Horr takes it to meall that force should of a part of my crop by what they call a tax on
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my land value. '\Vell, of course I must, if my
fellow-citizens all tnrn thieves,-that is, Single
Taxers. Consequently I am trying to persuade
them to he honest.

I have auswel'ed Mr. Horr at this length, be­
cause I invited him to write the letters, and
promised to ~ive them consideration. But I
have really given them more importance than
they deserve. Mr. Horr came to this office
several times to debate the land question. As
he is a sincere, intelligent, and enthusiastic

young mall, and as I observed some acuteness
in his criticism8, and as I seriously object to

protracted oral discussion of economic questions,
wherein one is liable to make careless, inac­
curate, and unguarded statements, I invited

him to put his thought9 on paper for publication
in Liberty. But in this transfer to paper all
the acuttlness has vanished. T.

Liberty has never" boomed" a man for of­
fice, but at this juncture it cannot avoid the
reflection that, if the Demor;nl.ts wera to nomin­
at{~ and elect to the presidency Judge Samuel
P. McConnell, one of the JIliilds ddegat.€s-at­

large to the Democratic national convention,
the country would have the most. thvroughly
libertarian president that ever occupied the

'\Vhite House. Yet it would be a pity to
smirch so clean, honorable, and high-minded a
man by placing him in the presid(jntial chair.

At the recent convention of the British co­

operative societies the plan of or~:mizing agri­
culture on a cooperative basis was diRcuMsed to

some extent. The" reBt " diffleulty was sug­
gested, but the ohjection wa.s met by the re­
mark that " there were within thirty miles of
St. Paul's Cathedral twenty thousand acres of
land which could be had for nothing." 'fhe

Single Taxers should institute an investigation
at once, or at least right after " capturing
Delaware." If the fact is as stated, their a
priori doctrine will como into violent collision

with reality, with results that may prove unfor­
tunate for the doctrine. Twenty thousand
acres free, and no rush of laborers to take ad­

vantage of the 0pp0l'tunit)T!. The Single Tax
has no possible explanation for such a situation.
But there is one, notwithstanding.

There is not a single Democratic paper which
has the intelligence or the courage to declare
for free banking. All solemnly repudhte the
charge that t.hey mean to reduce the amount of
government regulation or give any encourage­
ment to wild-catism. The natural inference

would seem to l'e that the regulations and in­
"pections are ne.uessary and valuable. But the
Chicago " Chronicle" states it as an absolute
fact that in Illinois not a single dishonest
banker bas ever been punished for bis rascality.

Scores of bankers have robbed their depositors,
and not one bas been convicted and sent to
prison. The" Chronicle," in view of this, per­
tinently asks" what sense there is in railroad­
ing to the penitentiary poor dovils whose petty
thefts are nothing but annoyances." A more
pertinent question is what ~nse there is in
keeping up the pretence that ~overnment re­
gulation pJ ()vents wildcating a . protects the

public, and in continuing to oppose the freedom
of the people to open any kind of bank they
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choose or to deal with any bankers they confide
in. If liberty is not better than restriction, it
is at least no worse.

Hoity Toity! Anarchy in Public Schools!

At a public oratorical contest between pupils of the
lIUnneapolis high Bchool held last April a boy named

W. Edward J. f1.lLtz ~ave an address in defence of
Anarchy, whl..:h WE/,ll unanimously decided, by the

three judges presiding, to be the most thoughtful of
the addresses w!lich ~he occasln~ "aIled iorth. It has
been printed on u sinrie sheet under the title, II An-

. archy in America." but LOW copies may be obtl'..ined,

or at what price, I do not know. On the whole, this
boy's production is mach superior in point of accuracy

to many discussions of the subject that have appeared
from the pens of economists, clergymen, and editors.
Its clob;!1g paragraphs appear below:

That Anarcny is no !mlJracticable dream we can see
by various instances in our own country. 'Ve l\re
told by Mr. Bryce that in a district of Western New
York and Ohio people have deliberately concludeu
that it is cheaper and simpler to take the law int.o ''leir
own hands, on those occusions when IRW is needed,
than to be at the trouble of formiLg and paying a
municipal force.

People have lived and died without law in the ex­
treme westem parts of our country before civilization
was introduced, a:ad, it is often thought, much muTe
happily than now.

This all tends to show that government is not ab­
solutely necessary for the protection of life and
property.

Anarchy desires to bring about peace and happiness
without any government but. that of the individual by
himself; absolute freedom of thought and action; a
condition of society where education and self-control
rule the individual; where all have fnllliberty to en­
joy life and cultivate their abilities.

" An ideal, far in advance of practicality though it
may be," says Spencer "is always needful for right
guidance." Here is suc~.~17J~ealnot entirely im­
practicable. Let us rive if the credit it deserves, and
let us beware lest, in decrying Anarchy as a foreign
product, hostile to the spirit of our institutions, we are
ourselves guilty of unjustl;'i hampering the citizen in
things which affect his lifl;,·;iberll·, and pursuit of
happiness.

Anarchist Letter-Writing Corps.
The Secretarv wants every reader of Liberty to send

in his name fe Jnrolment. Those who do so thereby
pledge themsel ~es to write, when possible, a letter
every fortnight, on Anarchism or kindred subjects, to
the" target" assigned in Liberty for that fortnight,
and t, • )tify tbe secretary promptly in casc of any
failure Lv write to a target (which it is hoped wili not
often occur), or in case of temporary or p€rmanent
withdrawal from the work of the Corps. All,
whether members or not, are asked to lose no oppor­
tunity of informing the sl;cretary of suitable targets.
Address, STEPllEN T. BYINGTON, East Hardwick, Vt.

The" Farmers' Voice" prints two letters rebuking
the editor for the intolerance displayed in his com­
ments on W. B. 's letter, one of them from a Corps
member. It also refers to the subject in the editorial
columns, saying:

The" docile" Anarchist, from New England to San
Francisco, hilS been aroused by some remarks we re­
cently made in our columns concerning Anarchy. In
another column we publish two communications, one
a veritable" roast," from the pens of ~mbscribers. . . .
It is a conspicuous feature of the management of this
paper to throw it~ columns wide open to ":.... sub­
scribers. It is their paper. But most of .he letters
that we hr.ve received-some of them abusive-in reph'
to what we said on Anarchy have come from those .
who are not subscribers. We desire it to be distinctly
understo';d that it is not a slop-bucket for the recer­
tion of all th~ ~ile of the universe. If it. is not wp,th
seventj-five cents a year to maul an editor in hip own
paper, the sweet privilege will not be enjoyed. Send
in your subscription, and then flay us. That. is a good
d~al better offer for 8ubscribers than chromos and
plated filpoons.

Yet th'e paper has lately. within my knowledge,
published sbort Anarchist 16tters from at least three
members and friends of the Corps who are not sub­
scri~ers; 80 we nc('dn't complain. As to the
II ab Isive" letters, I bave said already in this columa
tbat ~ think them bad policy. But I don't object to
everything that some people can find an excuse for call­
ing abusive. The letter from a Corps member, which
the" Farmers' Yoice " pUblishes under the heading
II Ell'phatic, If Not Courteous," is an instanc'~ of one
about on the margin. The phrases which oc'~adoned

that head-line we!"c such BS these:
Your reply to "An Advucate of Anarchy,' )rinted

in a recent issue of your paper, exposes yon!" l1tt.er
ignorance of the question you are attQmpting to dis·
cuss.... Of course you are not 80 ign,'rant as not to
have heard of Herbert Spencer. . . . I I\I&: !lending you
a copy of Libert,y, the principal (>p;:,..a of American
Anarchists. Please look it over, and then go and make
such a f()l)l of youfSt'lf as to advise your 42,000 sub­
scribers that ...

l'OW, I should personally have preferred to use less
roub'l language. Yet I cannot Geny that these harsh
words are just, and that such are SC\metimeb useful
in wak ing up a man who will :lot let anything less
sharp get through his skin; so that I really do not
know-and do not think that anyone can know with
cf'i"taioty-whether the choice of such language was
the best policy in this case or not. It is worth remem·
bering, by the way, thut Anarchist writing is likely to
be culled abusive, when the same words in another
cause 'Would not.

.\. m'Jmber of the Corps writes, referring to a recellt
target:

~Ir. Bying~_'"l, do you really think there is any hope
of converting aD. D. 1 That sermon of his was as
eommon-place as it well could be. If you wanted to
tackle every fool that uses the word" liberty" in that
sellse, you would have no difficulty in finding targets.

I reply, first, that D. D.'s are of all sorts. Second,
that we need not hope to convert a man in order to ex­
pect good fruit. If we can only induce him to make
attacks on uur real )\)~ition instead of on misconcer­
tions of it, he will thereby spread the knowledge of
what Anarchism menns, which is good work. Third,
that I didn't consider this particular D. D. an espe­
cially good target myself, but one worth sending a
section's letters to when we had no better. Those who
know where to find better targets than I publish will
confer a great favor by sending them to me. Of
course, I am now and then crowded with a greater
number of first· class targets than I can use with rea­
sonable promptness; but I can stand such embarrass­
ments, and even wish I was in that condition all the
time.

If our letters merely have the effect of making An­
archism and Anarchists a more frequent aad prominent
feature in Dr. Lorimer's talk, we shIll t" JrelJy have
done something to increase the amount of interest in
the subject among his hearers. Just so those who
wrote to the II Farmers' Voic.e," though their letters
were not printed, yet count for somEthing when the
editor merely reports their existence in his editorial.
This report itself brings before his 42,000 subscribers
the fact that there ar" Anarchist writers enough so
that those of them who are int~rested in the" Farmers'
Voice" send that paper a shower of letters when it
attacks their principle. (Out' San Francisco member,
who is afraid his letters will never be printed, will
notice that he comes in here to help the editor make a
stron~ statement of how wide-spread his Anarchist
conespondents are.) The words I have quoted from
that editorial are alone enough to make every reader
realize that Anarchism is a living, working movement
in America to·day.

You can't build up a great soap trade by simply
painting the name of your soap on every fence; but,
if you are at the same time pushing your soap in other
,yays, to have it painted on every fence is a great
i,elp.

Target, section A.-Mrs. C. B. Colby, "Woman's
Tribune," 1,825 Tenth Street, N. W., Washington,
D. C. Show that Anarchist.ic equality is the only form.
of political right from which woman can expect satis­
factory results.

Section B.-" Farmers' Tribune," 018 lIulberry St.•
Des ?tIoines, Ia., a prominent Populist organ. Show
why perfect liberty is the only remedy for the evils
of which Populists complain, and what perfect liberty
would be. STEPHEN T. BVINGTON.
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Liberty and Equality.
.1/), detl/' 'l'u('ker:

How you do jump on 1\ fellow! Whl,t I meant to
SIIY WfiS that lUI perfect a society as pos dble, with th»
material comforts and immaterial joys that IIcrom·
pany it, SUnllllt.'tl up in the word fmtrrnity, WIIS ul·
timatcly whlLt I wanted.

I tried to point out that lInythin'; like a perfect
social condition implied substnntit lIy equal ad'mn­
tllgoes to all of its memhers, and pr,'eticn))y cl'~~plete

social cqunlity,-L!lat is to say, that tl}C nll'l.1 .dlO for
any reason had less of material ',,'ealth Wljl,I'll.Ot
therefore be either despiStld or dominr.ChI \ly him who
hlld more. Material equalitj may DOt belbsolutely
uttainable; social equality !S absolutl'ly.

Now, this approximl'.~ely perfect S Ic;'_ty naturally
includes liberty. Even the Communists will fllce you
Gown tbat tbey, toO, want liberty. And I have no
doubt that they do. So that liberty is both u. means
and also an end,-the only means and a great part of
the end.

What I am after is society. The Communists say,
and I say, that society cannot be without equality.
But they say that free competition <:nnnot bring equal­
ity; while I urge that it can, yes, must, and, when
they understand that this is possible, none will be
quicker than they to ask for liberty only.

JOlIN BEVEIn.EY ROBINSON.

As in France.
[Octave )Iirbcau In Le Journal.]

The other evening we were talking of the little
mauifestatious of stullents in Belgium over the pro·
posed educatiounl law. * According to him who told
us of the various episodes. the spectacle WIlS a very
imposing one, and the government would be forced to
reflect and perhaps-who knows ?-retreat. At Ghen;;
eGpecially the character of the manifestation!) was
admirable. Bands of students went through the
streets, parading a flag bearing this heroic inscription:
"Freethinkers, arise! Liberty of conscience is
threatened!" And on another flag was to be relld the
motto: "\Ve wish to iJe instructed, not cretinized."
Good chHdren !

And, as the narrator piled up moving details 01
these fine days and waxed enthusiastic over the noble
claims of the Belgian students, I, by an association
of Ideatl whose thread needs no explanation, bethought
me of the biting and just satire which Louis Veuillot,
in .. Les Odeurs de Paris," devotes to Henry llUrger,
to the poverty of his literature, to the debasing dis·
order of his life; and I recalled the following anecdote,
with which it concludes.

MUrger was dying. Notified by the neighbors, a
priest presented himself at the residence of the singer
of Musette, asking to receive his confession. lllirger,
who had heard, tried to rise up on his death.be<i, and,
with a voice strengthened by this last impulse of his
theatrical vanity, he said to the friends who were
weeping at his bed-side: .. Tell him that I have read
Voltaire! "

And Veuillot added sadly: .. Poor little one, you had
read only M. About 1"

A "harming Belgian poet, who was with us, inter·
rupted the reflections into which these students'
i'ranks had already ~ed me. and this is what he said:

" Ghent, with us, is famolls for its quper outbreaks.
You remember, perhaps, those which took place in
Belgium three years ago. The cause was really a
little comical. The Belgian people were clamoring
for universal suffrage. They too wanted to be sov·
ereigns, to dictate their wills, to speak as masters.
The idea had occ'ured to them suddenly, for some un·
known reason. They already had a constitutional
king, and had discovered, no (loubt, that he did not
suffice for their happiness. They wanted other kings
in civilian's clothes, and the)' wanted to choose them
themselv"" ~~ertainly, being gentle lambs, they did
not refuse to be shorn and eaten daily; on the con­
trary, they demanded to be shorn and eaten to a
greater extent than ever, and, above all, by peopl,~ of
their acquaintance, specially and solemnly entrusted
by them with this duty. To obtain this wonderful
privilege of being led to the governmental slaughter.

.. ThIs article was written many month, ago; and the reference
here I, to event, that were then occurring In Belgium.

houses by butr-hers popularly invested atld demo·
eratically con~cTll.ted, tbe good Belgian pmlct,zires Elt·
tempted a revolution. Thp people descended ioto the
streets with nrms in their hands, and indulged In the
customary vociferations The bfmrgeois, protected hy
the troops, found amUS.<1ICnt in these spectacles, which
they knew to be harmless.

" At Ghent things seemed, for some days, to take 1\

tragic turn. Crills, barricades, bloody affrays, pistol
shots, cavalrj' charges, volleys of musketrY,-nothing

IWllS lacking to Gomplete tbe festivities, nnt even
corpses. These skirmishes threiltening to degenerate

I iuto real civil war, the civil guard was called out.
:. belonged to it, and had to present myec1f, under the
flag of order, among the defenders of suclcty. In my
company there were only two genuine bIJu/'(jeols,-a
painter. friend of mine and myself. The rest were
worl:men, minor ellip:vyees, humble clerks,-poor,
tbin creatures whom life treats avariciously; all, or
almost all, were in complete sympathy with the riot·
ers. In ~he ralks they discussed with each other in
low tones, and :,he phrase' universal suffrage' was
continually on their lips. Then they faithfully prom·
l~d each other that, if ordered to fire on the people,
they wouiu ::;;~ :~ the air.

.. , They are right,' saiJ one. ' They are lighting for
our bappin~ss.'

•• , Better than that!' declared another; 'for our
, ?overeignty. Our happiness is nothing. It is to be
sovel~l~ns that we are struggling to-day.'

.. •Yel:l, yes, we all want to be sovereigns, as in
Prance.'

" •To impose our will. as in France.'
" •To dictate our laws, as in France.'
,•• Pntieuce ! A few days more, and we shall be in

control of everything, as in France.'
" Another said:
.. 'They may give what orders t1'<j itke; I will not

fir.~. In t,be tlrst place, because '.i!at does not meet
my ideas; then, because my brl ther is with those who
nre fighting for our sovereignt,/. I would have
fought myself; but I hf.\Vc a .-ife and two children.'

" , So would I; I 'Would Live fought. But my em·
ployer, who is not for the people,-who does not wish
the people to be sovereign,-would have discharg~d

me, and I should have been unable to get work.'
'" When we shall have universal su~rage, dud when

we sliall be sovereigns, and when we shall be masters,
it will be our turn to discharge the employers. We
will do nothing, and we will eat all tne time, because
with universal suffrage' . . .

" This phrase' universal suffrage ' op~~ed to all oj{

them ml'.gnificent dreams and wonderful parauises, in
which they saw tables abundantly provided with ap­
petizing viands and joyous beverages; baskings in
the sunshine, delights of all sorts. And their eyes
dilute<l with these visions.

" A little man who so far had said nothing suddenly
began to repeat, casting quick and threatening looks
here and there about him:

.. , When we shall have universal suffrage, I know
very well for whom I shall vote.'

" 'For whom will you vote Y'
" , For some one. '
.. These poor devils really filled me with pity. I

was distressed, and a little :rritated also, to see them
the victims of illusions [lJ gross. Addressing my
neighbor, the little man, I said:

" • I shall not fire, either, because it is a crime to kill
a man. But it is madness in the people to fight for
such an object One fights for bread, for comfort, for
liberty. One fights because one is too poor, while
others are too ricb. But fight to gain an illusory
right like universal suffrage? Fight for that lie, for
that servitude, for that corruption Y Don't you know,
then, what universal suffrage is Y You talk of France.
Why, they are dying of that in France.'

,. lIy neighbor shrugged his shoulders, and, with a
look of contemptuous hatted, answered:

" • Say what you will. I do not listen to yOIl. I
know who you are. Aid you are not for the people.'

" , If you know who Jam,' I answered, •you know
that I am your friend, tile friend of all who are not
happy. I would flght to get for you a little of that
happiness which you are goin~ to ask-of whom Y Do
you know Y'

.. , Yes, yes,' rejoined my neighbor. ' Go on, go on I
Say what you will. I do not listen to you.'

" Grinding his Lo.;eth, he added:
" •You would like me to vote for you? Ha! hal hat

I am not a fool. I will not vote for you. I know
very well for whom I will vote. And, when I shall
have voted for the man whom I know, we shall be
masters, we shan be Hovereigns. Yes, yes, extTlLor­
(Hnary things wiiI happen then. 1. know what I lOa)'.
And you, you do not say what you know.'

•• I said no more. There was nothing more to SllY.

.. •At least,' thought I, • they will not fire. We
shall not have the shame of bloodshed upon us.'

.. Our capt!lin walked up and down the line,
anxious, nervous, intently listening to the still distant
tumult of the riot. From time to time horsemen
crossed the square at a gallop. The ShOPd were
closed; pale bourgeois were hurrying into their houses,
out of breath.

.. Gradually the roar of the populace camp- 'learei';
the cries, the shouts, t.he cnlls, grew more distinct.
Two shots rang out, like two cracks of a whip in a
quarrel of coachmen. The captain turned toward us.
He was a local dealer in neckwear, with a round, pink
face, a big belly, and very soft eyes.

., , Boys,' he said t.:> us, •the crisis is near. They
will be here in a few minutes, and I shall be obliged,
after commanding them to disperse, to give the order
to fire. For I know them; they are crazed, and will
not listen to me. It is very unpleasant! To fire on
one's townsmen, 011 the people thnt one knows,-that
is not merry work. On the other hand, the law must
be enforced. It is very unpleasant! If they had only
quietly set forth their grievances! The king is a
worthy man, his ministers are worthy people. And
these men in the street, too, are worthy people. They
would have come to some agreement, good or bad.
But things are as they are. Duty first of all! It is
very unpleasant I But I think that we must do as
little harm as possible. So listen carefully. When I
give the order to fire, the first rank will not firt>. Only
the second rank will fire. And it ~s not necessary even
that the whole of the second rank should fire. In
fact, we liced only frighten them. Three or four
dead, three 0:; four wounded,-that will not be u. very
serious matter, and wm be enough perbllps to stop
those fellows. Come now, !Joys, you in the second
rank, attention I Are therr four men among you who
are thoroughly determineJ to fire on the crowd, when
I give the word Y Ar~ there four, simply Y Answerl'

.. .\."rl to my ~:;i,onishment, from the right of the
! tank to the left, I heard lE:ap from lip to lip this
I word:

.. , II .. I! ... I! ... I! ... I!' ...
"We werb i1ftj' men in that rank, and only two of

the fifty kept tht:ir mouths shut. Two only were
coldly resolved to fire in the air, when the death-order
should come. And these two men were the two
bourgeois of the company,-my painter-friend and
myself."

" Poor little ones!" thonght I, when the poet had
finished his story. "They, too, perhaps, had read
only the About of Belgium."

A COJ1vert from Communism.
Mr. E. II. Fulton, of Columbus Junction, Iowa, one

of the principal publishers of Communistic literature
in the United States, announces in the" Firebrand ..

his eonvenlion from Communism to Anarchism. I

have been looking for something of this sort to hap·
pen, since :Mr. Fulton sent to me some months ago for
a number of Liberty's paUlphlets. His interesting

statement of the reasons that induced his change of
view I reprint below from the "Firebrand."

Before I became an Anarchist I was a State Socialist.
While Communism had its attractions for me, as it
natuflllly would for one who had previously hl'1d col­
lectivist views, there were nevertheless SODle things in
Communism of which I had grave doubts of being reo
concilable with Anarchy or liberty. As I confounded
IndividualisDl with the so·calIe<l individualism of to­
day, as taught in the University of Chicago, I could
not consider it seriously for an instant i hence I took
greedily to the mnny features of Communism which I
did like, and swallowed the various points I did not
like in a lump. The statement of Comrade Owen in
the "Flrebmnd .. some time ago that he found himself
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much, I (;nn pntronlze B, who charges me less, or go

withollt the commodity or service, if I choose; bl·.t, YO LU NTARY 30 CIALISI.
when some body makes an arbitrary demand upon me
to puy so much, and then certain public servar,s are
paid out of the money EO obtained, ther" is no chance
of beativg down prices or of dispen~~...g with the ser·
vices. If, therefore, vast institutluns are based upon
this false principle, collecting their hundreds vi ~lil·

lions a year, and getting every oue of us, whollier we
will or no, burdened with vast debts, very serious evils
indeed an! sure to follow, if market prices arc con·
stantly falling, o~ in flther words, if the :nonetar~' unit Mailed, post·paltl, bYBf:NJ. It 'j'l'CKEII, Bo.>: 1:312, New York City.
is constantly increasing in value.

To make my meaning quite dear, let 1,IlY of your
readers rdlect upon the changes which have taken
place during the past quartor of a centnry in the prices
of wheat and potatoes on the o~lC hand, and of govern·
ment O!J the other. They will observe thnt, whereas
the prices cf the former necessaries of life have been
reduced hr the best part of fifty per ceot., no change
for the better has tuken place in the price of govern·
ment. It is true that the cost of " national II govern·
ment may not have increased in proportion to the
wcalth product.ion of the country; but we know that
a 'Vcry considerable burden has \)een added in tile form
of .. local ratc8 and debts," T:lC prices of most nece,l­
sal'y commoditil'8 ha...e fallen from year to year, but the
rrice of governmer:t has steadily increased. The idea
of the politicians seems to be that tIleY must go on
raistu~' tile same alr,unt 01 money expr('ssed in tC!'ms
of the pound sterling from year to year, witboul ever
giving a momcnt's reflection to the qucstion whether
the pound sterling has alwa:rs the same value. Poor
duffers! fan,:y their making such an omission in their
calculations! Why, £lWI.OOO,ooo of to-day is actually
worth nearly £200,000.000 of the money of twenty·
five years ago! rrhis is just the sort of iniquitous
stupidity that necessarily results when institutions are
supported by forcible confiscations of money. All

natural fluctuations of the market-all the varying SO THE RAILWAY KINGS ITCH FO:a AN ElM-
cL'nditi0ns of trade-are left entirely Ol',t of sight, and pire, Do They? By II .. J1ed·Hot Striker," of SCfantbIJ, Pu. A
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The Price of Government.

.2..2. 1f7 -----

[Albert Tarn in Xewcastle Chronicl!'.]

I 11m told that in Alnwick market potatoes are at
preii!cnt 2s. 2d. for 10 stone. There is not the slightest
harm in prices being as low as this, provided that the
JLarket for all commodities is equally free, and that all
pa~-ments for services, whether" pub'ic II or private,
are made by free contract in the open market. Un­
fortunately, however, this is not the case, and to the
extent that it is not do we suffer discomfort and worry
when prices continually fall. There are certain con­
siderable payments which we all have to make with·
out any free and open contract in the matter at all,
lind J want to call your readers' attention to the evils
which incessantly result from our being constantly
compelled to make such payments. You see, if I am
free in making my contracts, then, if A charges me too

gradually slipping I'way from Com llunlsl)l kept me
from declaring m~'8clf In "my pos tlve tones as being
a COlllllllluist. COlllmde HohuflS, n wl'itlnlo to me,
Dlllde it pretty plain that COlllm4n SOl, rightly un·
derstood, Wl~S not incompatible Will Individualism,
nor altruislIl wit:' selflsll'Jess. III LIs book, .. Bases of
Anarchy," he even ~hows that I$TOU ps, as groups,
might be in relation to one anothe': as individual to in·
dividual. J. II. 1\1., in a r('cent Lumber of the" Fire·
brund," holds that communes WOUlll 1.'J composed of
agreeable natures, to the exch.!slon of thc seriously
objectionable. Once the independence of a grouIJ
were recognized that embraces less than the who' , so·
dety, there can logically be no limit to Its size;
groups may becOlue merely a proper family or a single
person, save in the latter instance the word group
would be improper, liS it indicates more than one.
This id('a expressed by J. H. 1\1. is in harmony with
that of Comrade Holmes. But I 801 of the opinion
that Individualism is the proper word, as the com·
nunes are based on the mutuall4greement of indivi·
duals. Communism is possible under Individualism,
but under Communism Ip.divldualism would be out of
place. It would he, J think, l'1lther awkward to say:
" Soeiety i8 conJfounistic. notwithstanding many are
commercialists ~,!.t\ hnlcters of the wealth of their crea·
tiOll ..H' fall' accunrJl. '. ion." More propel' to say: .. In·
di vill ualism is the keY/lote of Ou!' society; there are
ma!'] individuals, l!f)"'(-ver, who liv(; in communes
and hold all propert,? in common." The same mar be
said of Altruism. If All:r~is[)1 is desirablr. it is
s~'nollymoilswith Teai se' nslmess-of S('ltishness
wisely pursued. I have 'on~llldect thllt .. regard for
others" curried to excess .'~ a foolish ideb, and that
selfishness is the proper w, ~'d. When abUt,ed, selfish­
ness is greed, and generally :-cflects against s1.M.
When the idea of Altruism is abused,--that is, when ~t

ceases to be in~piTt.xl 11)' selfish notions,- it is ridicul­
o"sly silly, a denial of lift its"lf.

Dr. Giovanni Hossi, as quoted in No.9 of the
"Firebrand," says tbat, since the experiment at
Ctecilia, he is no less au Allar(;hist, but not quite the
same Communist.

I see in Liberty ococnsinnally a note by some one re­
ferring to erstwhile C00111, ••U;Stic views; se'~ing what
8eem"d to me to he the-drift of opini;:>n, I secured aev·
eral 'lollarl;' worth nf the literature of pliilo~(lph:cal

~lnarchism and find thllt, ..1iie it does not offer flat
CLJlJu]i'i ;1I ;,;operty, it wuuld bring us so near to it
that the e',"s v:' excessivl riches and dire want would
Ix remov':d t~e s"me as in C'ln'munism pure and
simp,,,. In fact, the true lais8•. '-faire " ,II answer
every point (not at once, but a few yem, after its in­
troduction) that led me to favor CommuUl~m. It if!.
evidently the logical step to take next, and, as it will
permit of Communism by those who desire so to live,
as long as they like it, and as it is so much easier to
convert the people to it than to Communism, I shall
advocate it.

An equitl1ble distributhn of wealth seems to me
better than an equal dis'.-ibution, and in Individualism
can this distribution b st be subserved.

The broad fraternity and all-embracing humanity I
once thought Anarchist·Communism to mean has been
narrowed down by contemporary Communistic writ·
e,s, and seems to grow narrower and narrower in each
suc'~eeding exposition. I cannot follow it in its slow
course, but at once jump to the finale, and declare for
Individ uallsm.
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Columbia Bicycle••
"The Amer;can Newsl.aper Director~ is in constant

use in our Adver'lsing D~partment in placing the ad­
vertising of CoL,mbia Bicycles."

..A.~A:,~
"The Yellow Fellow" Bicycle.

,. We regard the American NewsVaper Directory as
the mos( reliable index ot circulations publisbed. and it
is our custom to consider its ratin6s as about as nearly
exact as it is possiblei O ~~~¥~X~NS <!J:ffi~~~, matter.

" Oougla.fI'. $3 Sholt."
.. The Eastman Seed {'omi>any asked our advice .·s

[~ ~~~ot;::e;~:li;f~h:ru~~r~ft~h~'x~deri~a~~e~:;:~~~
Directory. whiCh is the one used most by us."
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Royal Baking Powder.
Mr, LeFetra. Adve1"tising .~latlager, saJ's:-

I ~a~h~~~:i:\~pl?Of~~ S~~~~\:li(~;h~~:~;~t~~~gi
have here re-bound In cal. and "ldexed for Imrr.eJmte
reference), and chec;" off the towns I want to cover and
t:.:e p..."ers that I thind: will do the work best."

HIS basis of figuring any partIcular medium is the
circ.dation, altbough the other poillts a.re givl:n rlue

W¥~~\l'azetteer inlorm;,tion in Rowell's was specialiy
appreciated by him, and the ~eneral characteristics of a
town, its population, its chIef industries, its relative
posi.;"n in the State, etc., were exceedin"ly useful.

Woodbul')"" Facial Soep.
"We have used9 Rowell's AIT'.erican

Newspal-·~r Direc- tory for ab,:~·t se\'en
years. It is invalu- -.: able in o~r ad,:ertis-
mg department, and ~ ,we consIder It as
good a directory as . ,it is pos.~ible to
produce." ,

The Greatest Advertisers in the World .

ADVE:R;:~~"~~l
The most valuable knowle'ige an advertiser can possess :.. bout the papt': ~ where he spends his money is a positive

knowledge of their c;~ulations. There are other points to c0nsider, but the mos. important of all is cil(ulalioll.
T,) make a reasonable profit un Jour advenising you ought to secure the Icwe:H rates ann ~ny other advantage a paper

can C'ffer; antI you r.an do this only by being pos:.itively pested. There's no pro!lt in circulat!on guesses. Gues~:ng i5 what" td.ts up"
an advertiser's profit and makes him think advertising duesn't pay. If ~rou are SU!'C of drculatioll~, yOlJ!" ~dvertisil1g is a plain
science; if you are gue:sing about them, its a gamble. You risk your money unless you know for certain.

One sure guarantee of a p,,-per's drcul':\tion is worth more to an advertiser than a whole Look full .Jf guesses ?i1d "claims"
and bluffs. That is why Rowell's

American

~ ....~_.L?~_~
~- T\;'

S. C. Beckwit:,.
The mcst successlul of the New York special agents,

sar.Ysee the ,\merican Newspaper Directory wherever

lt~vw::~f~~e;.~:~e:~is:~~::~s~~n~~~n~l~;~~~~~t~~,
rep esent, the lirst thing he does is to spring' Rowell '
on me. He looks at the rating the Directory gives and
then he is nady to listen to me, but not untit then.

J~:sp~;e~~~~lt~~~t\~a~lbl~C~~;~fi~:1~~i:~eitt~~~t~

" After a ca~::~ e~a~::t?::oft~~~~'erican News- ~1;~d~isa~rrc~l~i~~~~:d; l~~ta~imiFh~I~~~e~s~~a Ch••• Austin Bate.,
paper Directory we are unable to make any suggestions will tell," • T '11 h d'ff . d' . t 1m f
which would enhance its value. We are of the opinion Humphl'eJj". Specific.. on~ ~r:e~~f~a~tfst;:t~i~T;~rl,~ rr.~e~~::~Sat. I ~1'nt
tha. the book is noc~j~\}A:.ft~()dTE~d~ez'~ON. pa~hicBM~di~1~~gco~~a~~~ ~~~ :Humphrey's Homreo- ~~~ i8a~~h~':a1~iili~~ ~,~~~t~,t~~eJicf;:~ei

Jones, of Binghamton. N~~s~~~::er:~:~~~~;fsan~~~~~a;~';.~1:~:~~~~~erJ~a~ ~~~. f: i'n~d~e~.~f~;~i~a~~e~~t~ ~~ti~uY~ ~~:
.. H, pays tlu /1"dgltt." persuaded that Rowell & Co. are not i~tluenced in the secure an ill.iated rating in the A.nerican Newsoa,lJer

"I have lon~ been of the opinion tlmt ',ne American slightest degree by personal considerations in the ratings Directory without making a detailed &:atement ovenhe

~~d'~PiPJ;'fo~~~~~j[t~~tt~~e'fg::nr;;i~~~h~o~~U~~ ~: ~~~~~~e10~oeer!e~~~ 0\ ~':;t;:~thf:3c~~P~~~::;u~~~~~~ t:g~1\\U~~;~~~e~~T~n~·::l~fve~1r:J[g:;ri~~:.m~=
impre,ved upon. EDWARD F. ] ONES. fi~i~~a~~ebu~i~~=~{r~~i~~~g~'co~s~~~ thf~~:~~~r;:; ~~~:Ii~l~~i~r~~~~~~~teffcrt to .,et at the exact

The 1896 edition is just out, and will be sent hy mail. carriage paid, on receipt of price, five dollars. Address,
GEORGE P. ROWELL & CO" Publishers,

10 Spruce Street, New York.

Ne\"lvspaper Directory
is preferred to all other!: by the shrewde'·· adverti;,~rs in the world. It contains, beside
everytning valuable whkh others c' .Ita. "1, a special list of r.cfl.rly fiv~~ thousand

guaranteed circulation ·.dtings "ou.'1d in no other direcrt1ly.
It is the only directory whose ratings are backed by a solid c;, h guaranee.
The only one whose publishers pay one hundrecl dollars forfeit ror every detected circulation lie ir.dorserl in its pages.
The only une which always gives the advertiser the benefit of the dou':>t.
The only one which draws a sharp distinction hetween meaningless, irresponsible" claims," :tnd definite sig-'led ·,tzlements.

It. gives the exact circulation ligures of every paper in the U. S. and Canad'1 whose publisher will state these fig-ures under his own sig~aturt;. The
publishers of the Directory guarantee the correctness of this statement by paying a ferfeit of $100. in every case wl-.erc the ~tatement is !'roven false. They
have paid $2,400 for 24 circulation lies within the last seven ye'lrs. They also pay $10'). fur every p.rroneous rating due to 'heir own neglect. There
hav:: been only two .::Iaims for this to di.'.te; both were typographical errors.

Its ratings have never been inftue'1ced by p;lrtiality or any motive of business advantage. To be currectly r",ted dCt:sn't cost any publishel a·nything.
He only needs to tell the truth and sign it.

If any publisher declines to make a definite statement, the publishers of the Directory rate his pape.·.ccording to the most Y' iiat.Je information
accessible, and judgment based upou an experience of 28 ) cars, during which time this Dllect:·.)' has been p',:blished by Mr. Ceo. r. 1{cweJl, op.e of th,'
most experknc.:d advertisers in America. Through a publisht;,'s own negkct his paper may receivp. a low~r rating than he claim r • out no p<:per receives a
higher ratipg than It is thought by the publishers of the Direr-tory ~o deserve. That is why great advertisul>, and honest enterprising publishers swear by
it while ~ishon('st and indifferent ones swear at it.

An advertiser who spends a hundred dollars a year, by possessing a copy of this Directory, wi!~ pr,.:ab1r save more than the price of the book on a
year's ad·Jertising. He may save it on vne small contract. Even about the papers in your own town ye..l will probably lcoarn exact facts that you never
knew before.

It gi\'es the names of all :-Iewspapers and olher Periodicals in lhe United States and Canada.
It gives the P),itics, Religion, Class. Nationality, Days of Issue, Editor's :-;ame. Publisher's Name, Size of the Paper, St>bscrl,,don Price, Dale of EstabUshmel't and Circula·ion.

Est of all ~\.~~v~~~lic~~~:;)~~e/~':li:i~~ls:~P::;sc~rt~~~t~~d?~rt'.T~~~~,ernbfo~~i~C::L~~';~~~~~~ ~~:.~f:1:hP,~~~~;I~i~i;;r;"li~e ~~~hcl~~.circulatior:. a complete list of all Sunday newspapers, a
It gi.ves a brief descr'ptlon of each place in which newspapers are publisr.ed, population, railroads. local ~ndGstries, name oi county. etc., etc. It also con·...;.._ ··"anv v•.!uable tables

and classilicatlons, most 1.0 ·,velllently arranged. .

(.~~.~

Mellin's FOI'Jd.
.. Me LeFetra of the Royal Baking Powder Com­

pany has en,lorsed your book s~ strongly by showing
us that he "."s it himself const?ntly fOI reference, that
we want to have 0" ~ of ou: own. Please send b)'
express one oP'{·;jt;n~~k~Gc;~DALECO.,

FratlC1s A. Wi/so",
Ma'lag'er of Advertising.

II HO\)d.' Sa.....parllla."

lis~S~~~I~h;~ If,~dRo~eJeeA~~~.o~da~~~~~~.g W~
believe that Rowell & Co. make an effort to secure
reliable information, and are doing as well as anyone
could under the present conditions."

Dr. Pierce's Family MeaTCinea.
"The American Newspaper Directory is the most

useful pUblication of its kllld. and I ~efer to it in my
businessalrnostdaily."~'s~

"'- ~ '; ,
Pyles Pearline.

"We lind Rowell's American Newsp !per Directory a
very great help in '.he laying out of aivertising. We
always use it and one olher for circulati)n. ·r.~()rmation,'" (fi~

8
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