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CCI'tainly, to tell us that he wantslibertJ ollly
for thl' purpose of sLcuring equality is eqni
valent to telling UE that, SllOUld he find that
liberty will not lead to equalitJ, while authority
will, he Nould then be rea<1y to accept author
ity. Now, the only meaning that I can dis
cm-er here is that Mr. Hobinson, if confronted
with the alternative, is willing to be a slave in
order to procure material comfort,-is willing
to sacrifice equality of (contract) rights to
eqnality of conditions. It clears up this matter
wonderfully to remember that Eherty is nothing
but ,\ form of cquality,-the equality of rights.
r believe that equality of rights is the road to
aplll'oximate equality of conditions, and that,
this is to-day the most potent argull10nt in be-

I
half of liberty, 01' eqlllllity I)f rights; but, if I
ever have to choose bE't.ween these two forms of

. E'quality, I shall certainly cling to equality of
rights, except in the very extreme case wheu
inequality of conditions is se great as to land
me at starvation's door. Does Mr. Robinson

.. ' to say that he would rather be prohibited
.d, oaking- his own bread (using this as a

symbol of all the prohibitions) if thereby he

"

coul(l be asslll'cd a whole loaf, than to liv" Oll

half a loaf and enjoy the freedom to bake for
himself? To my mind thm'e is no gnaler en-
joyment than that of being 0!!C'S .:-wn master.

I am iit receipt of an eneonra,!!'ing letter from
Enp,-Iand. The writcr, hitherto unknown to
me, has beeu reading" Instead of a Bflok,"
which has so intel'ested him that he desires to
subscribe to Libert," and to secure other sub
scribers in his vicillity. His letter contains the
following passage: "I have until recently
ardently a Ivocatetl the doctrines of 111Ilividual
ism, after J)(\nisthorpe, but I must confess
YOUI' w')I'k has consid"rahly shaken my faith.
I :uu anxious to thol'oug-hly ullderstand ')Iu
tual Banking.' I have always pl'eached free
money, but Il1ntual banking I knew onl~' from
the writings of J, Armsden, and I couldn't
cliactly make ,)ut ,'-nat he is driving at. Your
, Insteai! of a l~ook ' has, however, throwlI a
flood of light over the complex mechanism of
th" currency, alld uow a more complete 8tndy is
what I require." I think that my corre
spondent, after reading" )Iutual Banking"
nnd " Involuntm'y T<lIoness," will see mort; ;.,
:Mr, Arlllstlen's writings than he saw hefore.
And I wonld also say to him that to be ('on
vertcd t,o the teachings of I.ibeI·ty involves
less a departnre from Donisthorpe than he sup
poses; for ]\fl'. Donisthorpe, in reality, is mIlCh
mOl'e advanced than hi" books intUcate. ~rr.

Donisthorpe publishes his books so IOll~ after
writing them that the author lags behiud the
man.

to take thc p'\sition tiJat the presi{lent alone
stands betweeu the countl'y amI bankruptcy,
and that congress is not to be tl'usted? If so,

- why kaye cvngi'ess any important pow("'s at
all? Why not depl'ive it of all legislative au
thority, or l>bolish it altogether? If it is not
to be trusted to save the country from" ab
solute ruin," can it be trusted to deal with mat-

I ter.· in which the evils of corruption are less
direct and fatal? Congress makes all the laws
relating to b~nking, currency, tl'ade, anrl YlJt
the patriots havc not proposed to deprive it of
this power, tltbough it is perfectly clear that,
if congress passes certain legialation with the
vie\\ to prevent bond issues, and the president
disreg2.rds its design and issues such bonds,
the whol~ work of ecngr('1S is set at naught.
To say that iJong,'ess may control currency
~nd banking and revenue, but that it will ~)ever

do to give it the right to regulate the COli

traction of debts, is to strltin at a gnat after
swallowing a carav~.n of qarnels. SupPobe c)n·
gress should become ,\ silver body; would the
" sound money" patrit,ts aelvise its aboidon
anel the investing of the president with l'~gis·

lati,'e powers?

Lest some one may infer from a paragraph in
Mr. Hobinson's review of :i\Ir. 'randy's book
th~t .Mr. Tandy has dodged the standard-of
value question, I hasten to point out that such
is 110t the case. Throughout his chapter on
money Mr. Tandy clearly assumes the necessity
of it standard of vahhJ, and placcs himself on
record as against those who claim that snch a
standard is impossible. It is true that he does
not attempt to determine what commodity or
combination of comll1c:litioo is best. fitted to
serve as a sLandard, lmt to his mind and to
mine that is a comparatively unirnpl,rtant ques
tion,--boing a question, not of financial prin
eipl<', but of banking practic". It is In'cause

, Mr. Robin~on represents :Mr. Tandy as
" avoiding the importallt question of a money
standard" that I venture to emphasize the mat
ter, for this way of phrasing it is liable to be
misunderstooc1. The closing paragraph of Mr.
HobiliSOIl'S rl,view suggests .0 me the further
thought that here he takes square issue -,"ith
onl) (,of thc central id',as of the book, and ap,
pears to be uncouscious that he does so. 'file
motto OIl :Mr. Tandy's title-page (taken fl'om an
article written by me) is: "Equality if we can
get it, but liberty at any rate." Mr. Hobin
SO", nfter propcrly sugge~ting that thc book
would have been improveil by a demonstration
of the tendenoy of liberty to produce equality,
leads us, in his last l>aragraph, to believe that
he wou1<i :>.Ccept the opposite motto: "I,ibert;r
if we oan g'lt it, but equality at any rate."

"Foralw(~ysintMn.:eYfB,0 libeJ'(Y!
Sldnts that MOlt. liglit 'whereby the "World .... $m:tci ..
Anti thtJugh thou slav us, U/8 'wilt lrt.~t in tl'tJe,,"
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OnPickat Duty.
The passage of the anti-immigration bill b,v

the hm;se marks a new depal'ture in Amerk:m
legislation. It is cel'tain that tcn y('ars OlgO

so ignoran~, absurd, ..mI ridiculous a test 'lS

the educational on'! would not Im\ lJ stood tlw
slight('st chance of becoming law. The stnpid
;"y of ,)U1' legislators could not better be il
lustrated. Ther prbfc,.:s to be anliions to ke,'l'
ont the crimin~l and vicious, and jump at the
conclusion that illiteracy necessaniy argues
criminality. This is nQt true evcn in countries
where popular eduoation is general, as daily
occurrences, to say uothing of a p/'io/'i 1'('118011

ing, make plain; but what inference clln be
made from thc fact of illitcracy in a co'mtry
'Vhere there are fE'w public schools :ma no op
portunities for acquiring" education" ? The
"E'asoning of t,he "scholal's in politics," like
Henry Cabot Lodge, and the ll~ajority of the
'lewspapers, would (lis!5'J'ace a school-boy. The
t'robabWties l're that, the illiteracy test will
keep out thousands of hone8t and hard-working
people, and place no barrier in the way of any
respectr.blc numbcr of the criminal and vicious.
With some tbe advocacy of the educational
test is purl' hypocrisy. They want to suspend
immigration altogether, for a time or p"r
manently. and lack the manliness to say so.
General "Valker, in the" Atlanl i~," thinks the
country needs a rest from the process of as
similating de~'.'adec1 new-comcrs, and advocates
measures rlJaily cn!;.ulated to accomplish the end
in view. His propositions can be discussed
seriouhl \'. But this educational test is such a
piece of idiocy' 01' humbug that patient treat
ment of it is next to impossible. It is gratify
mg to see that abo'it hal':' a dozen newspapers
in the country perceive the folly of the pro
posed course.

What a clamor and gnashing or teeth has
been caus"d by that innocent Butler anti-bond
bill ! All the " sound money" patriuts and
champions of " national honesty" are up in
arms, denouncing the senate majority as trait
ors, Anarchists, and flat repudiatiollists for
threatenillg to pass a bill providing that no
bonds shall be issued hereafter without the con
sent of congress. Such a restriction of the
power of the exelJutive, they shriek, means
bankruptcy, silver, and ruin, for the senate
would never give itc sanction to an issue of
boDd., aDd would force the seoretary of the
treasury to pay in silver. 'lhe logic of these
patriote ilIlOmew~at queer. Are they prel'ared
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h (f .. Ij'(lI'rnlw.d il,t"."~.~t, fl.t !I/,.t l'fl:digfS of old·flllit' ·;.;a-
"fi. f,', ,""ion a~'ll,'i"1,,.-,. a Old' ,,'frok,: tilt sword (;If tlte €::r:~CI/·

; }I,~I', f!j~ ; (If' '.Il f IJHii/htl".h, tltt du':J of MIJ jKdiceman, til'? (l(W()£
tJ'("j,.;~" ,~, till: te/\.: ..:;,I!!.kfiift: (~,·t!i';: llijlal'f1lle,d clttk, flU '''o.''e

w· l'.. ·;it~",~ldtidl /;O;OVI LMaty ::,.i1la~ btnt(ttlt her '.Id."-~

Pnpl"lllIl):->', .

'r The npllenmnce in the e,litlJrial colullln of nrti·
elt~ liver other sig'lltltares than the editor's initial inui·
cates tilat the editor nppro\'Cs their eeutrnl purpose and
gcneral tenor. though he does not hold himself respon
sible for eyery phl',;"e or w01~1. ~\lt thr appcllmnce in
other parts of the paper of nrticle5 by the Mme or otlier
writers hy no means indientes th.\t he disapproves
thl'm ill tlllY respect. such disp()sitloll of them being
goverlwl.l l;11'ge1 'l." mntiyes of convenience.

Mr. Salter's Defence.
Ill.

I have, it seems, misintel'lJr",ed l\1Jo. Salter's
remark that" no line ot ).>rhwil"t ea:: be dra\l'n
as to how far a society nta~. go." Iiy princi.
pIe lw did not mean e'/dcf'! principle, bl' ~ ,
fixed dividing line. It gives me pleasure'
note this important (,·',-rection. 1\11'. Salter's
italic'S misled mc. I am glad to know that hc
is prepared to mlmit that society can do wrong
in two distinct wap at least,-either through
igHorance of scientific truth in relation to tb"
conditions of social welfare or by deliberately
offending against justice and e(,uality, Now,
if s(,cial action were unanimous action of all the
members of soc.iety, it is evident that it conld
never blJ wrong in thlJ second sense. But"
siuee by social action Mr. Salter mean' major
ity action, it is evident that society ~ ..m be
wrong in that sensp If the maj ~l'ity should
abolish Anarchy in religion and politl~al dis
clIs,ion, Mr. Salter wonld comlemn it,
whether it~ action were ,Ine to ig;)orp '.... or
conseious t.~.. ranny. let .'" • inSist on
calling it " social" ac-:.ion,- .~, :l.tion of
SOCil'ty!

As I have alrea iy der,lt wltli this question at
consiaem]'le lel.gti1 : !;o more ,..eeds to be said
euncernillg it. As for the contention that no
fixed dh-idilJg line can be dra.wn as to how far
a majority may go, it follows from the pl'in
ci!,les I haYlJ laid d0wn that the majority has
llO greater rights t'lan the minority 01' than a
single in,li\'idual. Equal freedom is as binding
ulJon government' allc1 majorities as tlpon in
.li,i.lnals, anll involves the abolition of all in
vash-.. g,wernmental institutions. It is useless
to.> '1uot.LJ John Staat :Mill on the subject of
;.:overnment. IIe is obsolete, "oyerruled."
Mr. S:tlter might as well quote Aristotle and
i')atr.. Mill was rufutr,d in "Social Statics"
lIlany years ago. 'I'h" claim of the advanced
im1ividuali"ts, and especially of the Anarchists,
is that tl,,' KalJt-Spellcer priuciplc of equal
flw·.lo111 con:rs th, entire ground, and defines
t.lw sIJ],l· ... ' (.f ;m!Jvidual action. The claim of
'1Il;' wanl",:· of jJI:"-.;duals to oVlJl'ride equal
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fl'elJdom in the name of metaph~'sic111abstme.--' induscrial real':l 1\11'. Salte.· is led to believe by
tiOlJ~ and nctions is /lot recognized. 'l'lltJ obsen'ing COli temporary life and the I'esults of
Ill·esellt·day defenders of w,\,el·lllnent. mnst ad- the (,resent strui!'gle for existene·;. He sap
dl'ess themseln's to the argument from equal that Ana"el,y alrea'1y e;\ists to a consldemble
freedom, and attempt to disCl'edit that general. extent in ill.lustrial relations, and that it has
ization j any other arl:\tl'nent is a W:lBtp "I l,een fotllHl ,mnting where it has ])ecn tried.
energy. This is in I'espon,e to my rpminder that there

1\11'. SaltlJr demurs to my !'eference to him as is Iolenty of restrictive legisl8tion in the indus-
a govel'lllllentalist. It is true tllat MI'. Salter trial re~:lll, alltl that exis~ing conditiOl,s afford
is I'el'fe~tly willing to consider" lJach case on 110 t<:ilt of Anarchy.
its merits" and lo withhold everything frolll :'\011', ill the tirst I,lace, 'l'eh liberty as exists
goverument which private enterprisp is fltte,l:o III the ili,lust.rial realm has provcd of the great-
do suecessfully. I am not aware that tL!re is l'st value to the workmen. "'hatever sins
any seh001 whieh would not fillbscribe to the capitali.sm has to answer for, it is not to be dll-
,ame villi' in the al,straet. The tt'ouble is that ni,·,l tl>:n tbe lot of the masses is steadily im-
the ,ame majority whieh L alleget! to have the l,roving. The ... andard of Iiying :, higher;
I'if//d to iuterfere and croll',l out priv'at", entet'· lI'agl's are rising; hOlll's of labor arc decreasing.
prise is made the judge of the facts reganling The 1'001' are not groll'ing poorer, lllU''1ugh the
the fitn",,·s and snccess of private lJnterprise. It rich are gl'Owing richer at their ('xJ!(mse. E"'-,il
is not his id"a of what a gO\'lJl'IIment can suc- i1ll1'erfect liberty has done much for the
cesfifully undertake tha' makes a man a govern· " lower classes." But it has not done all that
mentalist; it is his idea 0'. what it ))/(/11, right- jllstice requires, and the question is whethcr re··
fully, do. MI'. Salter is a governll1entalist be- g'ulation and ir;tl'/ference would have done
cause lle rejects equal freedom and asserts the more, and whether we nlnst abandon Iibel·ty
right of the majority to coerce the non-invasive now and resort to these in order to secnre to the
for any purposes it deems necessar)' and workmen all tlley are entitled to under justice.
proper. '" e assert and attempt to prove that the re-

,V() (:ome now to 1\11'. Salter's practical eon· medies for the evils bome by labor are to be
sillerations. Having asserted the right of so· found in gl'eater and fl1l1er liberty, in the I'e-
dety-of the majority and its goverumel.t-to moml of thosefwulalllentat restrictions which
interfere in protecting life and property agaimt place labor at an enf';'llOUS disadvantage in the
invaders, in regulating production and ex- struggle with capital. .\nd it is at this point
change, et,~., he proceeds to inquire whether it that Mr. Salter utterly fails to grasp the real
is advisable for government to interfere. ""ith import of the economic position of Anarchism.
reference to protection, j',1r. Salter says that, It is idle to talk about the number of freedoms
judging from facts of the past (I trust MI'. enjoyed by the laborer, and the number of
Salter \Viii ansl\-er Mr. Byingt.on's query as to freedoms denied to him. Everything depends
what particular facts hlJ has in mind), Anarchy on the kind rather than the amount of the re-
would work badly. He adds: strietions imposed on him. ..{t·the liberties

Mr. Y'lrr05 says" there is nothing absurd in dol" dcnied to him are so essential and fundamental
m!lndi:Ig thnt protection of life and liberty shall be left that, in thlJir absence, those liberties which are
to voluntnry social action "-surely there is; the only accorded him cau do but little good, it is
question is whether, when it is so left, ail the members manifestly absnrd to say that, since the lib
of a soc!ety get it. If they do, anarchy is vastly bet-
ter and simpler than government; but tlie generai erties which he has have not done much for
experience has been that, when such protection lias him, little can he expected from the others noW'
been left to voluntary action, only a few get it demanded in his behalf. It is this" If " whi ,h

'Why shouldn't all the lllolmbers get it, if :Mr. Saltcr must consider. I have contended
they are pet·fectly free to organize themselves that the liberties withheld are far more im-
into defensive associations? In view of the portant and fundamental than those granted,
marvelous achievements of private enterprise and that the results obtained under the impel'-
(amohg which may be mentioned railroads; fect l·i[!im. are no test at all of the powers and
telegraphs j telephones; postal improvements; benefits of perfect liberty. 'Vhether I am
electric progress generally; the press; the right or wrong Cf.n be determined only in the
credit system; benevolent, scientific, literary, light of economie sci('nce, because the point in-
and educational societies; detective agencies; H,lved is an economic one.
insurance; trade unions; etc.), it is rather odd "hat liberties does the I:;borer enjoy? To
to hear douhts expressed as to the ahilit~· of move from place to place, to organize, to con-
private enterf'l'ise to protect life and property. tract in the open (but not free) market, to
Do we depend on the government for our food, strike, etc. These things were all delli",d him
clothes, shelter, infO! mation, and !'ecreation ? not very long ago, historically speakillg, but
How absunl it is to maintain that private en- now till'Y are conceded. These liberties are not
terprise cannot give us protection against unimportant, but th",y are not fundamental.
criminals! "'hat can hc tllore wasteful, iu- "'hat, on the other hand, are the liberties de-
effieient, and unintelligent than the manage· nied to him and all others in the industrial
ment of the police systc·m by gOYl:rnment ': splll're? The libert)' to Hse nat mal media in
As for the courts, the ablest lawyers freely ul'eorduncl' wit:: the principII' of justicc; the
express the opinion that more is lost than liherty to cxchang<' produets and organize
gained by applying to thclII. Boards or trade credit; the !iheny to llttl'r eutTency rl'present-
have their own courts of arlJitmtion amI ing all suitable eOlUmoditles; the Iibel'ty to
hOl'cott the court:,. "-hat wit.h routine, red tr:1ilc' with foreigners, ete. Thc abolition of
tal:e, empty form, delay, stupidity, and hlind tHonopoly in the·se things would enahle the

I de ··~tion to p;'l'cedent, justiee is n yc'ry rale lahorer to cotllmatHI cqnitahle terms and dis-

Ithing indeed in the courts. 1"'n"e with llll go\"erlllnental " protection" and
That Anarchy \yould not work well in t, \C regnlation de:,igned for his speCial IK,twfit.
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r. s.-In my discussion with Mr. Salter I
have natul'ally reasoned fl'om the premises or
postulates of evolutiouary ethics, which lac·
cept without reservation. ~11'. Tucker's ('thic.al
vicws arc radically different froll1 mIne, and,
when be says that my ethics are in my "'ay, he
implies that no successfnl answer to 1'11'. Sal·
ter's criticisms upon Anarchism can he ma,le
exeept from the egoistic point of vit'\\', I
cannot reconcile egoistic doot-rines and tel"
minology with Darwinian ana l'ipen~rian hie-

LIBERTY.3'11).2.$_"1 _

J\{r. ~;\I(l'r, illlh"'d, doubts this. He is iu- anythiug less thall the full r{!\va)'(l of their with his l'xtrem" i" ,lstmtiou. This is han!iy
dille,l to thiuk that" tht evil_ of Anarchy" labor, the .'nth·e valne of their contribution t~ :lccm'ate, hut, e\'l'n if it should be admitted,
[not of Anarchy, :\Ir. Salter, bnt of monopoly, the product, The positi'J!J of the snperior and Ilothillg more woul,1 follow than that under the
of invasion:l am dl'l'ivable, not flOW I:(OVl'I'll- I inferior alike would be vaFtly changl'd I.UHler a ,dcl wls of important industrial liberties uJ(m
mentalism, but from causes deeper-scah·d than condition of completc in,lust7'ialliherty. arc forced to make unjust contracts. That is
artiti(':~1 armngl'mcnts, snch as natura! inequal. I As for my own concel'til?1l o. !n.tic~, it l,; trl1'; I plE'cise!y what An[lJ'chists ,ass:rt. ~ecanse,

ity. This is not the place to discllss econonl',~ Ithat ~ .contell(!c1 mysl'lf Wlt!1 affirl1JutlOlJ and Ie'jual freedom does ~lOt eXJst.lll the }~ldust~'IaI
p1'llbl"ms in detaiL .My object wa•• and is, to ddillltlOn, aud gavc no l,r(!ll'iV:llt. It was uo sphere, no eontl'act IS really JI1~t. 1 here l~ al-
sbow that ':\[1'. Salter was wrong in allegmg 11),'rt of my task to pl'OVC niY conception of jus- way~fol'c(" invasion, artificial inequality behind
that Anlm:hy had failed to pro,lllc,~ ordcl' and tice It 1" the Spencerian eonceplion, and Mr. it. But" if equal freedom Ill·(,vailed, cases of
equity in indu~t.rialrl'!ations, and it is s"ffi- ! ,'L't~r call uad a comprehensive treatment of hanhl .. ;p would l,e extremely rare, and they
dent for tbis purpose to point to the meno- I the subject in "Jn"t.ic(' " and othor Spencerian would reiSult from aecident and misfortune,-
I,oli"s of 111l1l1, ('l'(>,lit, banking, and trade, an,l I works. I aec"pt the Spencerian view of justice thing~ that have notl,ing to do with the qlH's
to throw the 1I\II'<1('n of proof upon ~fr, Salter, I without qualitie:lLion, and I supposed that MI'. tion of justice betweeu man and man. Equal-
It i~ signili(,:ult that ill his )'l'I'!Y he ,Ioes not Sa]!'·r was familiar with it. It sei.'ms, however, ity of opportunity and equality of liberty be-
en·n allude to lau,l an,l cur,,('lley, and slwak~ I that he is lIot, aud a few words lIIay he pre>::"- iug given, the frec play of Hlpp!y and demand
ouly of protel'tive tariffs a~ un'lou1ll\'d sun-ivals ahly aellied. would result in fair and Nillitahle bargains.
of gOH'rlllllt'ntali~m in the in,lu~tl'ial 1"'1\1111. I Yes, cqual freedom is synonymous with jus- In his concluding paragraph )11'. Salter
l't'pcat, therefoJ'(', that An:!rdlY in in<1ustl'y tiel', ],ut industrial freedo:n alollc is not i<ten- charges that I have some eonfusion about his
means, first (If all, frce trade in eapital nll,l tical with justice, beeause tbere are other usc of thc social organism. This I venture to
('redit awl an equitable system of IU"al t(,ll 111'". spberes ill which equal freedom is eqnally ('S- meBt by a general amI emphatic denial. MI'.
As long as these an' lacking, the othcl' hberties sential. 'Ve might have e(lual freedom in in- Salter, it is true, has attempted to give us his
ean produce extn'mely limitedr('sults. dustry, and imasion in social, religious, and definition of society, and it is a definition which

Wht·ther, if Wll had coml'li.'te industrial lib- domestic relations. It was with this thougbt in all Anarchists and Spencerians unhesitatingly
erty, natural illt"jualities as to intpllect and mind thllt I observed that true liberty in tbe iu- accept. But, when he asserts that society bas
cbaraeter aud skill would breed cvi1s cfllling for dustrial realm would necessarily result in econo- rigbts and dnties of its own, and that the
intcrvention is a question into which I do not mil' justicc, meaning thereby that anything oc- Spcnccl'ian conception of the eocial organism is'
propose to entpr here, beJon!! making the gen- cnrring in the industrial realm under \!qual fl·ee· .. imperfect," because Speneer denies tbe ethical
pral assertion that mere natural difft'rpnces in dorn would uecessarily be just, because justice- right of the majority to govern the minority,
ahillty aud skill have never bt'en pl'oved to be eqll<tl frpedom ill all things-demands nothing he implicitly advances a different and pecnliar
.,rolific sources of social evil. :Monopoly, legal in industry but eqlll11 freedom. definition of society.
prhilcge, and legal inequaliti('s haV(~ always ~Ir. Salter, however, thinks my definition of Mr. Salter does not detect any inconsistency
and everywhere been the instruments wherehy justice far from satisfac'.tory. He declares that between the argnmel't from the social organ-
the few have exploited the many. It has never he can imagine two men perfectly free, yet ism and the admission that all our preposses-
\oeen shown that poverty, misel)', and illvol- one of them, because of a peculiar situation, sipns are in favor of non-interference. But
untary idleness have been caused by inellual. ahle to strike an unjust bargain with the other. wli!! is liberty always a good in itself, and re-
ities of income duc to ine'Jllaliti"s of al,i!ity, The trouble is that~Ir. Salter again uses the straint always an evil in itself? Why, if so-
Tbe problem is whether, if true iadustrial lib- word jn!<tice loosely and tries to prove that m:f ciety is ;;.n organism and has the j'i,,,lIt to inter-
erty existed, involving, as it do"s, n('Ct'SS to definition is imperfect by rejecting it! It fol- fere, should an attempt at interfcrence provoke
natural media, an alHIllc1:mt nurl stahle cnr- lows as an obVIOUS corollary from my defini- resentment and require special justification?
rency, and frel'doD1 oi tradc, p')\'{'rty al1<l in- tien of jnstice that bargains strnek under It ought, I repeat, to appeal' to every rneIllPc;-
voluntary idleness-not inequality of 1"'1\'ard8- a condition of equal freedom are necessarily of society as the most natural thing in the
would continue to exist. It' not, the" labor just. Tbis, however, does not mean that they worltl for society to discharge its duty and en-
problem" would he solved, although absolnte are necessarily always humane and generous. force its right. If it does not, it can only be
equality might not exist. Fntler ordinary, normal conditions justice because of t.he general and profonnd feeling

One thing is certain: industrial libcrty would doubtless coincides with the demand of the tbat any intl'll'-'I'ence not necessitated by aetual
not produce any ildustiec. Here, again, wc higher sentiments, but under exceptional eir- aggression is impertineut ~nd wrong. If this
are face to face with the difficulty of agreeing cnmstances a perfectly just act may be ungen- f"eling were rdnfo¥ced by clear ideas of the
as to the meaning and definition of justice. erous and evell rev0'ting. ~Ir, Salter should nature of aggression, we should havc a drlime
MI'. Salter admits that he failed to give a cle- distinguish between justice :md beneficence. of equal freedom; in the absence of sueh ideas
finition of justi('e in bis book, wbil2 in his ar- Just contracts may involve serious bardships, we have a thousand and one governmental in-
ticle no attempt IS made to supply the omission. but it is always safer to follow the general prin- vasions that affect society disastrously, but
He does not even tell us whether tbe definition dple and enforce them, if such enforcement is there remains the significant faet that men
which·I imputed to him correctly represents his not voluntarily waived. will not submit to restraint unless its urgency
ideas. If, as he admits, it is not unjust for a But would yon enforce the contract between is ciearly shown to them.
man who does more work in a given time to the drowning man and bis heartless ,'escner ? There were a mUllber of minor criticisms in
get more pay, it is plain that natural inequal- MI'. Salter will ask. In all probability not, for my review with which 111'. Salter has not dealt,
ity cannot produce ulljust results in his opinion such a contract could bardly be a just one. but it is not necessary to bring them up again.
"ny more than in mine. Yet, if justice i.s not True, the rescuer does not use any force, nor is The main points at issue have now been COl'-

equality, what becomes of thc alleged duty on he responsible for the accident, but there are ered. I conclude by thanking MI'. Salter for
the part. of brain to serve brawn, instead of other circumstances which vitiate contracts. his fairness and courtesy as well as for his gen-
buying it at the cheapest rate? It is not iH':- Thus tbe promissor must be sane and in full erous pel·sou:.l references. Y. Y.

jnst for those who have organizing genius to possession of his faculties,-fit mentaUy to enter
use it for themselves, for they are simply profit- into a contract. It will hardly be contended
ing by natural superiority, and take notbing that a drowning man is fit to makc a contract.
from th" inferior. It is cel·tainly a piece of He is not in a position to deliberate and haggle
question-begging for ~Ir. ~alter to assert tbat and balance advantages and disadvantages.
the inferior aro forcetl by conditions to accept Usually he is frantic), desperate, "emotionally
the terms of the superior as the alternative to insane," and ntterly incapable of reflection.
starvation and death, for the eontention is that, That, at least, would be the verdict of any in-
in the absence of monopoly and invasion, tbe telligent jury, and sucb a contract as Mr. Slllter
f;\lperior would he forced, by the law of supply supposes would not be enforcNl.
and tlemaml, to offer equitable terms, and that Mr. Salter avers tbat mu"h of what is going
the inferiol' would be in a position to decline on in thc industrial world to-day is on a pal'



physically, his mentalmake·np was ill harDlony
with his exterior. He seemed a man of iron.
Yet to those who knew him best there wel'e
great tlepths of feeling beneath his sterll ex
terior. In San J/l'lllleiSCO his was a marke,l k-

IdividuaJitv. !·b was a wdl-known and mod
f!~atl'ly w~ll-to.do il1\ 'ntor and manufactnrer,

Iand was hmlorcd for \:'s high integrity and
. tlelieat(, sel'llple hy all wilo had dealings witl:

him. Aud he did not wneeal his opinions,
'Nhcrc\'('I' Ill' went jJe made the ,·ause of An
archism felt and l'espeeted, ami, t:lOugh not an
open-han(lec1man, lit' did not a little ill the
distl'ihution of Anarchistie litel'atlll'p, Even
under ol'din:lI'y Ci,'culllst:lIlCPs the loss of sueh a
man to the cause we shonld ha\'c to de"plr
deplore.

But tIl(' sta:·UlIl? fact that I am now to ,lis
e!O!'Ol' r(':pH';'ll~r the luan ,,~~{)s(' llJltilllt.·]y "":aking.
off Is !t"l'C' "u::id"d rnay w,·11 make Ollt' POIl

d"l' "n,li." u\<'" tl.t' ironies of fil!t'. Neill" \. a
father or " II. ,,'lJlUl'l , '\11'. Hoyer hal1110 irn-
lllcdi·,{,.. ""ii\" Ilis nC'1rest relative is a mil-
lie'Jl,iir(' "r"thl'1'. 'I";" Lot"te whi('h he leaves
i~ c:-.;1 i,JI'i11v rl ~lt fol'~Y or fifty thol1:"iantl df)llal's,
exC:,,·,;,'· ..t' !l'gal judgllwnt;, which he had
O."ellLl ;n I.'s f'avor that may douhle or trehle
it s VallIe). Hixteell years. ago he llade a will.

i At that tinw a German Freethin];('r of the Karl

I
, l1c'i,nzcn. Hch?~l, and. us 8:1Ch, bc'i.eying the

study of \,ol;tlOal ,md SOCIal que',LlOns to be use
ful, thongh (so far as I know) J,aYing then no
pronounced economic eonyictions, he be-
queat bed his entire p]'()pel'ty, with the excep
tion of two or three thousall<l dollars allotted to
distant relati\'es in f~erlUallY (since deel'ased),
to the UniYersity of the State of California for
the foulldation of a chmr of politieal economy.
At thl' time of his sutlden death from heart
failure last December, thiE will was fOllnd, and
1l':)W stands as his last testament. But I am
in/m'med by !ds two most intimatej'riends and
.A..nare1dst·ic comrades, j}[r. 'l'l,.mnas F.
lIagerty, an inV(ntol' oj'1Lig!t l'epute, and Mr.
George Gumming, pl'esident of tAc San lfran
cisco JJfeduwics' InstUute, t!tat t!tey kn01/J, from
em'nest coilt'ersatiot/s held with .11£1'. Royel' dur
ing the montlUi jJrecedil'g his d.eat!t, tllat it WlUl

Ids serious (lnd .,,<'ttled intention to ilest1'OY tlte
wilt oj'sixteen years (lgo. and to substitute f01'
it (mot!>{'/' bequeathing Ids entire property tv me
/01' the propagation 0.f Anan·/dsm. And now,
instead, through his careless procrastination,
prompted perhaps by confidence in his he.81th,
that property goes to the State of California,
an institution in which :Mr. Royer had lost all
belief, to be expended in the teaching of illeas
preeisely contrary to those whidl he hellI, the
will being executed by men who were his
friends when he appointed them his executors,
but whose friendship he had lost becaust' of his
radical opinions!

Think of it, my frienils llnd conlJildcs!
The ineome frOID this property would have in
sured the propagatiOl of Anarchism steadily

I and sueccosfully, and now this opporttmity'is
lost forever. It is a fact discouraging to COIl

template. "'hen Charles O'(:on01', the COIl

eeded head of the American bar and olle of tilt:'
earliest of Libert~"s suhscribers, died a bacbelor
and left his millions to comparatively dist~lllt

relatives not in sympathy with his cherished
views, I coulll only wonder and regret, espe
oially when I learned later that the works of
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• I am l'cmindt>tl here of all incident t1mt occurretl at a little t.Hu
ner given to lir. YUI'!'Q@ by two or tllrt!c friend" 011 the I}\'e of htl!!
departure from :Sew York for Chicago. Mr. Yl1rro~ rarely 1~t8 fiftoen
minutes p88S without n mention of ethics, aud Itt tbl~ dinner the
word dropped from bl~ Ups before we werc through with the fish.
h Say, Yarros,ll cJ:cll1lml-'d 0110 of his i':ltlmntcB. U)'Ol'l nel.oUn't puck
that word; don't burden YOUf&elt with it; just ICI1\'ll that behind. U

The laugh went rouDd the table, hut ui(~ bcnsible auvice woe un
heed.d, The word went to Chleago an lho BOrne,

4

logy, and must cOlltinue to defend my politieal eonlitions of equal freedom is neeessarily just,
l)hilosophy with snch weapons as my ethics and, as the conditions in this hypothetical case
enable nil' to wield. If it is possible to make a are precisely thosll of equal freedom, he is
,lifferent and stronger auswOl' to l\Ir. Salter obliged to resort to the extremdy weak plea
from the ;,;,nw point of view as mine, I shoulll tlwt the drowning man's voluntarily-given con-
likl' to se~ the attempt madc. 1\11', Saltcr sent is not a contract, because a drowning 1Il;1I\

donhtless rl!alizcs that I do not represent ego- is emotionr.Jly insane, and therefore not OJ)(' .)f
iSlll, and that MI'. Tueker's method of meeting thoso so\'ereign individuals who alone I'an make
his ol,j('etions wonld he essentially dissimilar to a eontract.
mim· in so III (' rl.spects. To nndertake to (lL'al ("'I'tainly the sanity of the drowning man is
with the C'hargl! of inconsistenC'y whidl l\Ir, to 1", t"sted solely hy his conduct. Now, will
'l'nekel' has hrong11: against Ul.~ would ill\'ol\'l' ?III', Yarl'Os claim for a moml'nt that the
n l'l~oli:'lling of our old pthical eonu'oversy,- (lro\\'ning 111an's dceisioll, f'or instance, to give
sonll'thing whieh I deem inopponulll' at 11l'('S- "l' all his prolwl'ty in ord('r to save Ilis life is
"lit. It was illr, 'I'uekf'r who requested me to all insalle decision? 'Vill he claim that the
r,,\'iew Mr. Salt"r's hook, aud, if the,'l' has ,'lllp cOU"S(' i, to l'l'fusc the resClll'r's terms, awl
Ill'PU allY" trouble," iw kllows that 1 could not d"O\\11 ill COIISl"l'l('lwe? Sueh a eIaim would go
han' a\'erted it. 011' eo·,pemtion is relldel'Otl fartl"'r, in any eourt, to establish Mr, Yarros's
po,sil>Ie by ulIl' agl'l·,'ment to work for the ill"ll'ity than that of the drowning man, "'iII
,:lilli' ohjeet in ditl'Cl'pnt ways, ~\'t' an' doing illr, Yal'ro, dl'dar(' that f. salle man, hadng
\','ry w('l!, i",lt'e.!, J. l,hink. in \':ew (I, 1)", {"n- hoiit's of tilllP foil' rl'1lpction and dl'libel'lltion
d:irllt'ntaJ l·hal'a(~tt·l" 1.'1' our dil1'...~' '1(~'" and hagi-!lillg-, lmt confl'onte<lllevertheles~l!y

---- an a!t,'niatin' a.' alJSolute aud as serious as that
Mr. Varl'os and I. which <'imfl'onts tlw drowning man, would

I a~'I'e,' with 1\11'. S alTos that Ill" au,l I eo- filially ",l"pt any other eOllrse than that wldeh
fllll.'l'ate f:Hnotl~ly, c.:('IJ~i(lt'l'ilig: tllat we ai~agl'('e tllt~ tll"uwnillg' lIlall i!-' ~npPosl~d to adopt? SUl'ei)'
", vital!,)'. I go fmther, amI say that the slle- Inot. 'I'd, unless he so ,l"clarc8, l\Ir, Salter,
el''', of tl,i" PO;:'I'('ration is due ill a 1l111eh I with 1,i, ,Irowning man, has him on the hip,
g1"('atl'" ,h'gl'ep to his C'Wll forbearance than to alltl ],is \'lIlies al'l' founcl wantillg',
all." of whieh I eall h'Ja,;t, Bnt Mr. YalTos is '1':](' tn'· ..· anSWH to ]\fl'. SaikI' i,; that tlll'rn ifi
w"ii ;IWare that iii" po,;ition admits forbearance no obligation UpOIi outsider" to enfon,e any
wl,,·I'<' 1Il~1l(' dell'S not, lIe is respousihle: only oontr:;('t, eH'n thongh it hl' just, and that,
ftlr his ,)\\"n lIttel'ilnl'eS; I am l'l'sponsible for when incliddllnls aRsoeiate themselves for de-
th,. [';]itoriai ['oll1l11u,; of Liberty, which eon- feusive purposl's, they wiil dceide at the start
tain his lIlt"l'r,i.i"": and mine, Consequently Iwhat dURses of jl'Rt contracts it is advisahlp to
he ll'JC'H not i\d it ne'Jessary to correct me, enforce. And men who arc not atllieted with
en'lI thongh hl' thinks n1<' in the wrong; i "evoll1tiouary ethic;;," and who know that
whl'reas I al1l compelled to COl'reet him wlwnever there are oee:ision8 when justice is not the
eirenlllstal1l'('s mak(' it neee;:sary to admit to the ;:upreme consideration, will declinl' to enforce
editorial rolt: IUns the errors which he sometimes the just contract of the drowning man.*
intt'rmingles with his trl1ths, If I should not In exposing such an error as that into which
do so, the unity of I,iucrty's teaching would :MI'. Yarros here f2.11s, my purpose is not to chide
l)e impaired. And I am sure that no man him, or to rcopen 0111' ethical controversy, 01' to
more dl'eidedly I.Ipproves me in this course than depreciate the invaluahle cooperation which he
does ]HI'. Yarros, for he is not one of those gives me, but simply to protect myself as a
flabby personb who believe that aq editorial teacher of rational politics. T.

!wlicy gains in force by inconsistency. In fact,
I may here supplement his information to the

A Great Chance Lost.public that it was at my suggestion that he re-
viewed Mr. Salter's hook with the further in- The news has just reached me of the death of
formation that it was at his suggestioh that I :Mr. Herman Royer of San Francisco, although
printed my disclaimer regarding. those portions it occurred as long ago as last Dece1lJl)er. For
of his answer to Mr. Salter with which I could ten years or more :Mr. Royer had been a reader
not agree. In entel'iJ.lg this disclaimer I by and strong supporter of Uberty. One of the
no means implied that Jllr. YalTos's answer to early COilverts of Henry George to tl:e :Single
1\11', Salter i.S a fal.'lure as a whole. I consider it ITa~ philosophy, he was slowly but sllrely rid
ernilll'lltly suecessful at many l)oints,-yes, at of It, after a long mental struggle, by a close
most points; it fails only at the two 01' three study of Liberty's teachings. \Vhen I met him
points wherl', as I have said, Mr. Yarros's so- for the first and only time,-in 1887, I think,
called" evolutionary ethics" get in his way. when he was at the east on business, -he was

One of these instances of failure is to be still a Single Taxer, defending his vicw with
found in the prescnt issue, in the manner in all the keenness of a strong intellect and all the
whieh Mr. Yarros deals with 1\11'. Salter's pro- persistence of an extraordinarily severe and
j.lmll of th, drowning man who accepts ruinously determined nature. He was not a man easily
harsh tcrms in order to have his life saved. to he turned, anel it was a long time after his
Those terrihlc ethics which have subjugated departure from the east hefore Anarchy finally
:MI'. Yal'ros eompel his adherence t" Lhe position won him, Tall, straight, and unbending
that justice is always expedient. Now, his
common scnse tells him that it would be clearly
inl'xlwdi''lIt to ('Ilforce this drowning man's
c'mtract. So he is under the necessity of
showing either that the contract is unjust, or
else tlmt thl'r" is no real contract. But he has
alread~' declarcd that a contract m&da under



There is eonsilll·rahie talk ill Englaud alJ out
the demoralization of the Lib"ml party. Thc
TOt'ips pronounce it dead, because it has no re
cognized leaders and no well·defined principles.
But how ahout their own party? The pos
session of the offices gi\'es them tht· sole ad
vantage t1wy have over the Liberals. Their
foreign policy is absolntely discredited, while
tbeir dOIDPstic programme is nothing bnt an
effort to hold the farmer and labor vote by
" reform" legislation of a collectivist character.
\Vhllt large, inspiring issue is there to-day in
English politics? The real struggle is between
the collectivists and the indi\'idualists, but
neither of the old parties is iu condition to take
an aetive part in it.

----

Newspaper n'porters and eorrespondeHts :lave
an ey~ for t1w picturesque aud sematioflal,
and their most gl'llphic ill'seriptious h,we to be
taken with consi,lerablp s:,It. ','he :MiIwaukee
boyeott. instituted hy the strept-'·.a!' strikers,
has bec'u dpscrihe,l as the most tlwmug'h, ef
fedi\'e, lll1l1 I,pen en,r kuown in the United
~tat'·s, All IHlsiuess lIIen allli pn·fc'ssioui' awu
wei'e said to holYe joiued it, :hrlJt\t!h ,·it!····r fear
01' Kr)Jlpathy. rrtH' fo;tnl'i(l~; tll~t 'Iavl' hh'lI tolt]

of the s['('(':ul and openltion of tIl" L"y' ,t: an'
silllply lIIal'\·<'1loIlS. . )f com'se, tlH' press, with
its uSlwl stupidity, h:;s IJl'ell denonneing' tIl('
boycott as un-Anwri(l:Lu and \'ieious, and calling
upou the law to put an ,'nd to it. It h:u' lleen
eontradi"ting itself' with the Illost amusing
llllef)J):-,eiuUSIW:-;S. ()Ill' Si'U1t'IWl' would limy

that the enlirc' city was ifl\'ol\'ed, and that the
po!,\\lation was so fri"wlly to the strikers that it
was aetually euthusiastic o\'l'r the greal work
of Ihl' boycol t allll (·ager to do its utmost to
Blake it a IIH'IHOl'ahl\~ :-;lIe~t'J'~. 'rhe Ul'xt ~l~l1

t"lll'C' 1I'0ultl say that the whole city is hekl I,y
the throat by th,' thousalltl strikers, and that
nothing Inn tl'IToriiilu foret·s tIl(' gt'Ilt:'l'al public
to Olll'y the mall<latp of the malicious con
spirators. As if a thousan,1 strikers eould com
pel, by any threats whatn'er, a city like )1;1.
wauk,,,' to maintain a hoy,'utl llllparaill'led iu
it~ completeness ani! l,tfcl'ti\'eness! It is idle to
cxpect. the ordinary newspapt'r seribbler to
reaslln logically abollt boycotting, when c\'en
judges and lawyers ass,'rt that it is as criminal as
any malieiolls eonspiraey to injun' an indi,'idllal
hy ~{;gres8ive a.cts.

The death of Dl·. l\I. E. Lazarns, whose
numerous articles over the signature of " Edge
worth" will be remembered hy readers of Lih
t.)l'lY'~ earlier vohunes, l'eU10YCS a ,'ery i'C

markable man, and ends nn al1l10st wast.ed life.
Had he not been so erazed with snspioion that
it was impossible for him to have the slightest
confidence in any human hcing, his manellous
intclligenec and attainments might have giveu
him great intluenee as a political and economic
teachcr. As it was, he died, so to speak, in the
desert, where he had relapsed into a condition
bordering on barbarism.

The two Il,ttNs from Alexander lIon attack
ing occupancy and nse as a hasis of land
tenure, printed on another page, have heen in
this office SOUl., time. They were not sent to
gether, bnt it has been my intention to print
them togethcr and answer them in a single ar
ticle. Pressul'e of other matter compels me to
postpone my answer till the-next issue.
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ISocialism worries me, Prohibition worries me,
Com~tockisrn wOl'I'ies me, the cnstom hon es
worry Ille, the banking monopoly woni"s me,
land10l'dism worries me, and thc Sir.gle Tax
worri"s m". Do you suppose for 'I mom,'ut,
!\II'. Hall, that, if tlw~e thiugs did not worl'y
nil', I shoul,l he puhlishing' Libe,ty? \\'hy,
my good 811', I :lln bending aE lily energies to
the thwarting of yo:: and H~l others who PI'O
PO~t..·, frolll \\'hateY(..~r :siJIeCI'C unc} gUlll'rolls

II10ti\'('", to ellfol'ee their will upon non·in\'asi\'c
p,'ople. You worry nw; il1llt'e,1 you do. I
wish m""t h,·art.ily that you would let Ill" anll
oth"r I",aceahlc pt'oplt, aloll", ah:lIl1.1on yonI'
Ill"nacing' attitu,l,' ,owlll'll onl' pl'op"rty, ,m,l
quit worrying U~, ~o tllilt Wt: Blight go al,uut
0111' hH~illl'S8.

1:'0 much for the charge of worry, which .\rr.
1Iall use,l as an iutl'Otluetion to a ('C'lllpbiul
ngaill~t tile for prilltill~l :l1-,'1 agaiust .1\11'. ·Y:ll'I'OS

for writing, an artiele eOllta:lling tl", following'
passages: (1) ""'her,', ('I' :l~ is proiitable to
illl}l1'OY(' land, it if.; generally impl'flvetl vithont
til<' eOllll'ulsilln of the Siugl" Tax"; (2) "IIow
would lh,' Singl,' Tax hl'lp Iahor in England,
Scotlallll, I~l'laud, Germany, Italy, and Fl'aflce ?
There is no land spl'cldation in those l'ountl'ies
worth nll'ntioning." \Yith MI'. Hall's ohjce
tions to these passages I do not propose to
d"al elal,omtl'1y; perhaps I1Ir. Y:ll'ros will do so
lateI'. But, in \'indication of myself, .I lIlay
say that to point out vacant lots do,'s not oYer
throw lUI'. Yarl'Os's statellll'nt that !Jcllel'ull,lJ that
laud is improved whieh it is pl'olitahle to im
Ill'O\'p, alld that to point to instaue,'s of land
speculatiou in European countries does not
o"el'throw Mr. Yal'l'Os'. other statement that
land speculation in Europe is so much less fre
quent than in newer countries that it is not
'worth mentioning. The comparative and
qualified statements of Mr. Yarros are construed
by MI'. Hall into positive and sweeping ones,
and then criticised as sneh. Mr. Yarros's
claims amount simply to this,-that land spec
ulation is an overrat~d evil even in this conn
try, and that in oldcr countries, where the land
qnestion is much more serious than here, spec-

I nl",tion in land is so small an element in the
problem that it may he neglected, Mr, Hall's
surprise that I should print such statements is
paralleled by my surprise at his hast~· and care
less I'eading of them.

It appears further from Mr. Hall's letter that
the Single Taxers propose first to cal,ture Dela
ware, and thcn to ('apture the Anardlists.
Uke the theatrical manager who prefer~ to t('st
his new play in a 'lountry town hcfore making
a venture in the eity, the Single Taxers will
bt·gin by " trying it on a dog." If tlll'~- suc
ceed with the dog, then they will accept our
challenge. Our chances for a fight would bc
very bad, were it not that the dog', instead of
gi\'ing hark for bark, is snapping at the Single
'faxers' heels. If Delaware ('ontinues to send
Single Taxers to the lock-up, there is a bare
chance that Delaware will be captured through
its own stupidity, and then the Anarchists'
innings will begin. In view of Mr. Hall's
honest admission that the Single Taxers are less
intelligent than the Anarchists, the promised
attempt of the less to swallow the greater is in
dieative of more valor than tliscrction. It is
one thing for the less to worry the greater; it
is q'lite another to swallow it. T.

Single Taxers and Their Plans.
In the last issue of Liberty 1\11'. Bolton HaH

expressed tlie opinion that I am increasingly
worried as to the Single Tax, basing his judg
ment on the amount of space that I give to its
consideration. These Single Taxers are curi
ous c!'l'atures, and deuced hard to satisfy. If I
don't notice them, they charge me with all
sorts of unfairness and a disposition to wilfully
ignore the trnth. A l\1imlesota Single Tax or
gan has made this charge within a month. On
the other hand, if I consider them at length,
they sneer that I am worried about them.

Well, MI'. Hall, you are right. I am wor
ried as to the Single Tax,-not "increasingly,"
but worried to the extent that I have been ever
since" Progl'ess and Poverty" made its ap
pearance. "'henever an intelligent man an
nounces a purpose to tyrannize by force over
peaceable folk, it worries me. And it espe
cially worries me when a dishonest man like
Henry George nses the pllll of hypocritical
piety, and an honest man like G. F. Stephens
nses th<l }lull of high moral appeal, to i~dnce
(lthel's to join them in their criminal effort to
forcibly take from men the prodncts of their
labor. Every form of authority worries me,
.every attcmpt at authority won'ies me. State

~~l'OlIdhon, Lihel'1.y, and oth')r puhlications of
wint' wcrt' fa\'orites in his library, which he re
qnin'<l his sl'erl'tary to read alolld to him by the
I'ollr as Ill' paced lip and down the rooms of his
Nantneket resj·lencc. I have heen able to ex
pla:n this only Ly the spirit of pessimism whieh
1"'I'haps eharal'1.f',it.l'd ti.e ,·t·tcran in Ips de
clinil<g yl'ars, aftl'" witnessing the dis~nelination

"I' ot hers to S('l' the truth wl,jeh he had so
jong taught. Hut tenfold 11101'(\ disheartening
~.hall ::\Jr. O'Collor's conrse, almost siekening in
faet., is t.his ac'eidt'nt that has uow oeeUl'l'ed,
iu wl,i"'h thn Ill'st intentions ha\'e heell thwarted.
l,y th,' r,'('klpss impru,lence of a Illall who, ill all I
othl'r flultt"rs, was the personification of nwthod
rOlfl pn'ei:-;10u.

r make this faet puhlie l'hietly as a warning
til otl\('r,. Liherty has other earnest friends
",1l0 :n'e arnt)ng th(' 11101'0 fortunate in this
world, and soml' of thl's,' may harbor intentions
of ("lllllwing the eause of Anarchism. If so, I
lll',!!:C' th"nl to profit by Mr. ROY"r's mistake,
flutl to :':('(' to it at ()~·'('e that thl" nt.:)eeSS:ll'Y' steps
aI'" takpn to "'('n\'(' the fn1filment of their dc
Sll'('. Ll'l no one im:1ginC' that I am ""eking to
hf' mall" the clepositary of ~udl a trust. That
i" a 'ilalt,,]' for lhl' tc'stator to eonsi<1er, But,
w hal('n,r his ih'eision as to t1)(' hest manne]' of
saf,'gual'<ling his ueljlll'st, he shonld ad

pro},,}'ll!!. It \\'0111d be unwise to l'stabli"h by
will a flllld f,,1' the a\'owed PU]'POSl' of aiding
Anarehi,1U or aholishing gon'],lJllIl'llt. Such a
will might he ],l'Okf'n Hl the (,onrts. Bnt no
objeetion con hI be 1I111,le to a trnst fnnd to be
l1"ed in tl'a,'hillg and helping to realit.e equal
liherty, aud an Anarchistic interpretation of
the"e words eould he seellred by lIaming as
trustees three I't<rsolls known to the testator to
Ill' plumb-lille Anarehists, and giving them
power to till any vacancy in the trusteeship.

A wOl'll to the wise is sufficient. \Vith even
moderate means at its disposal the cause of An
archism would devdop wonderf!llIy. \Vill it
ever find its millionaire? T.
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Mr. Tandy's" Voluntary Socialism."
It ~'\'('lllS iucn'~lihle to one who sits os I am sitting

thllt tht'll~ slwultl be a .. socilll (jutstioll " agilutin:; thc
mil.lds o~' lllt.'U llot tlaee d('gl'ee~ uway on the &Ul'f'nCf of
the gloh("

I .llU sitting in 1\ hunting·cubin close to the shore of
all A,!h1'nt!1I(:k lnkt', )Iy right hund is rnnsh'tl hy It
'db wood·tirc ill a stone·chimney; my left i. chillt·tI
hy the ,lamp nil' from the open donI'. It i. nccessllry
that tht duor shonhl stay open, for lhe Dreplace
smokl'~, ~)w.l. if thl' llnol' were shut, tiw room would lIe
ullinhllllitahle; as it is, it, mal'a-s the c,res smart- so tunt
writing is ditlknh.

'Ye ha\'t" just uall a visit from a neighhol', the only
ndghbor within tWe) mill'S, a lypical rnde 811m with
lwllow chc('ks1 lHjuil;ne Dose, and goatee lJl'ard. He
tame to g'l'cH !lUl' ulTivnl,-l'ol' we had kUllwn him in
tbe pa$t Yl'lus,-hnd tu tell liS ho'w his t\H:nty-yenr·old
SOli l.md just ~ut ,\ job at tWt:uty dollnr:;; It mouth and
hoard, .. aud a pile u' money that is, ;p's, a pile 0'

lUOlH'y, n .As he Silt' I visiting, " mingliug his very Je
IilJel'att· remarks with stflmgely inCOlll!'r""US Inll'sts of
furnllnughtf>r ,.: ~ "-O~Ht.'.I1 :\Uout seventt·t:n, strolled
diftldeut', in, she ton to welcome u~. .• Sh,' hml .. hired
out" ':..... a town tweuty miles away, was at horne for
11 -."y 01' two only, and would go agllln, for montbs at
.L time, to her kitchen,

But Whllt hilS all this to do with :Ill'. Tallllv's book?
This,-thnt it brings home to my mind m"~t forcibly

the general sentiment that I felt after reading it.
It is a dillienlt matter to criticise such a book. In

genel'lll, it. is a good-a very good-solution of tile
problem. The problem is this: to present a few
large, new, broad Ideas, conHtituting lln organic
grouJl, to an lludience which, if it gms].> t,hem at all, is
sure to resort to questionings of the most, minnte
details.

The danger is that the perspective will be lost,
thnt" in thc attempt to bring out the small objects in
the distance, the larger grouping of lhe foreground
will be obscnred.

If the book had been intended for a tract to a"'aken
thought chiefly, it is to be feared thllt. such woul<1
have been the efTect: but, as it is probably iuhlressed
to those who nrc alrea,ly awake and have, perhllps, al·
ready formed other opinions, and who therefore wi1l
read with a critical. not Il docile, mind, the elaboration
of the backgronnd W,IS doubtless unavoidable.

The subjects of land, money, currency, special
privileges, government, egoism, and the allied topics
familiur to the renders of Liberty are tllken up, one by
one, and are treated In a very clear llnd slltisfllctory
WILY, the only genel'lll fault that I could find being, as
I have sllid, that the sense of the proportlonllte iin·
portance of the topics is not qnite as well preserved as
might be wished.

Nevertheless the book is an admirable one for
bringing the idea of freedom to the unconverted
mind.

The important question of a r.., ..ay·standard Mr.
Tandy-very wisely, I think-avoid., urging that
only under freedom can the best standard be deter·
mined by experiment. Theoretically, no doubt, nil
measures of value continually tlnetuate, as do all mer.·
slues of other things; I,be main difference is that in
measures of length, for instance, the conditions are so
simple thllt we can easily prescrlL .hem, and say tbat
a certain bmss rod, at a certain temperature, lind
with certain barometrical and electrical conditionll,
shall be a yard; wbile, in measures of value, tbe· con
ditions of production, invention, demand, distribution,
all,! so on, are so various, so complicated, that we can·
not prescribe just the state of affairs under whicb any
given commodity shall be taken llS a measure. Yet
withal such a combination of valnes as shall more
closely approacb an unvarying value wOlCld be as truly
material as the comh'ned brass and Iron lOriS with
which the most perfect pendulums are constructed.

But this is aside: thc main point whicb I should
like to See worlled up a little more in the next edition
is the very important fact, in connection wltb evolu
tion 'Ind the survl val of the fittest, that with the be·
ginning of soeiety, properly so called, the intense
competition of individual with Individual, permitting
the survival of but one perfe~t type, cellses; and the
possibility begins of several different types surviving
and prospering better \han could a single type alone;

so that the strong mllll will then be bettel' olY for the
w('nl" mUll null tJll~ wcal~ for the strong, the c1e\'('I' for
the stupid tlnd the stupid for the clever. This, lu·
,11'1',1, is what society mellns. As long llS all the bCtlsts
of a community do the Sllme thin.!!, we cnll it a h,·rd,
not a society; bllt, whell some nnts are lighters, some
worlicrs, nnd some have still other functiolls, we re
cognize the tnw society.

:'>0 with primitive man. While llllllre hUllte,s 01'

fishers, the social de v, lopment is lellst. When the
lame mall bec,)llles nr nrrow-mal,wl', sodcty tllites a
step in development,

The highest soci' ty is that ill which there is the
greatest number of fnnclions, "equirlng the greatest
variety of lypes of man to fultil them, and the least
possible sacritice 01 life for lack of a suitllble fUllelion.

TLat is one l'e,iSmt why the military I'llle of the past
is felt to be ineomp ,tillje with tlte fnrther diJrel'entia
tiou of an iUilustri:.1 dev(~lopmellt.

III sud! a Sl)('it't'l, Il\OreOVCl', difference of cllpncity
and correspoDllil'g ditrercllce uf function impl)', Hot
greatly varying, but suhsllwtially equlll, rewllrds to
labor. l:pon tltls Proudhon ,I\;ells, and to satisfy this
instinct the Comlllunist·Auarchists insist upon putting
equality before liberty: not seeing, as the lIlen of 1793
saw. tbut equlllity follows liberty.

And tbis brings me back to where I started with the
old backwoods farmer and his daughter, Equality
follows liberty, and fraternity follows e'lulllity.

Here, where the oppressions that deny liberty are
lellst felt, men are substaDlially eqnal. The" hiring.
out" girl muy not be relegated to the kitcben, ami
expected to stand while her employer lectures bel'.
She, too, is a man and brother: she will come in
and expcct a chair to be offered, alllra gmsp of the
band and a "-arm word. You may hire her services,
but not her subserviency. Her brother, at twenty dol·
lllrs a montb, though he esteems it .. a pile 0' money,"
is not to be clad in rows of bras" buttons, or expected
to make a dash hI his hat witb his forefinger every
time he speaks to you. Ill' would stllrve first.

And here the house, stanu uulocl,ed, hut no tie·
predlltors trespass. An unoccupied honse may be
used by Il belated trllvell~r, but everything is safe in
h:s IllLnd.

People talk of the impossibility of such an Arcadian
state for hundreds of years. forgetting thllt t,hrough
the greater part of the country it exists now.

So strongly does the desire for fraternity appelll
to the bearls of men that it seems to me most im·
portant, however clearly and coldly we prellch liberty,
that we should never forget that, afler all, it is but a
mellns to an end, 'llld that it is to gratify our desires
for fl'llternity and equlllity that we desire liberty.

Jon~ BEYEllLEY ROBt~so~,

Rights in the Land.
To Ihe Editor oj Liberly:

Tbe discussion of the laod qnestion carried on somc
time al\o by you and :III'. Yarros is, to say the least,
interesting to one up a h'ee. Still, I cllnnot sec that
either you or :III'. Yarros has disposed of the question
liS to whe'lber men have an equal right to the use of
the earth, either from your point of view as a matter
of expediency, or from :III'. Yarros's Jlosition of abo
solute ethicB.

In ~o. 307 of Liberty you say: .. The contract to
observe and enforce equal freedom is, in Liberty's
eyes, simply an expedient adopted in consequence of
the discovery that sucb observance and enforcement
is the best, nay, the only means by which men can
8tatdily and 8ec"rtly and harmoniou81y aVail themselves
of the Mylw8t a,zwntage8 of life." [Italics mine.] .

Your purpose was, as I understand, to show (1) that.
tbe equul right to tbe use of the earlh is a COrolillry of
the law of eqnal freedom: and (2) that tbe principle
of equal freedom is not a lawaI. all. You have proven
to my entire satisfaction the second proposition; but
that does not dispose of the question of the equal
right to the usc of the earth. If it is found expedient
to enforce equal rights in othN' things, why not in the
matter of land? Without the right to use land, the
enforcement of equal liberty In all other matt'OlS w\luld
be worse than mere patchwork; it would be the en·
slavement of the masses of tbe people in perpetuity,
They could not emancipate themselves a~ long as they
recognized the spurious rights of laud-owners.

My contention is not vitiated by your disclaimer that

.. in SlH!cial eases auti uuder a1.morllul cil'(:umstallces .,
libe"ly tIllly be disregar(Ied without invllliduting the
t,'uth of the geneml principle, for you do not chim
that the question of la.ud tenul'C is H special" or U fLU·
normal," I:udcr the Single T·l" ,'e!lillle a few unim·
ponant Cllses might hllve to 1;e .unsidered as special
or even 'lbnonnal, but tbis wo,lld occur in most other
departments of soc!f·tary functious.

If the foregoing reasoning is eonect, therc is lit)

room for the" occupancy-null. use " theory, whatever
that may mean. I b..ve ofteu seen tbe pbmse iu
Liberty, but it was usually used in so loose" way
thut in my opinion It has not risen to the dignity of
1'('s1'cctable em1'il'icism. I havc never secn llU explan:l
tioD, 01' eveu :L definitil)ll. of .. use nml occupancy" in
!'clWr(] to laud. It bas always seemed to me one of
th~se pleasant Iy \tldetiuite nl:l.;;ic:ll wan'ls, witb which
inconvt:llicut dimculties arc disp'lsed of witl! a W(l.ve
of the IWll. Liherty would oblige a l;lrge cOlltiugcut
by discu"ing the 'Iucstion fully.
~ow 11 wOI',1 iu regard to the st,ltement of :III'. Y.u··

ros in ~o. 310 thllt he is .. fn'O to admit that thc taxa·
tion of economic rent for generlll public ends, if
1'0/" Illaril!! (11I,'<ed I.), would be a more pel'feet arrange
mcnt iu some respects, but the USc of force to bring it
about would be extremely unwise. -, This is not q nite
clear; it may mean the use of force in the initiation of
the Single Tax, or in .. special" and" abnormal ..
cases. I take it to refel' to the latter. The manner of
determining what thc economic rent amounts to is
purely volnntary, or ",hilt amounts to the same tbing
-automlltic. If equlll rights to the nse of the earth
be granted (whether from principle or laWS cuts no
ftgnre), tben Illl men bllve 11 right to collect rent from
those who nse better than free land, because eltclt 'IUUci
dU(lllMulrl Mllat 811eT, relit Mn18elj, if he bad the power;
failing in this, Il contract is entered into, tacitly or
formally, for the pnrpose of collecting rent, There is
no more difficulty in forming Il contract like this t,han
one to maintain" occupancy lind use," for the evident
reason that a decided minority would hold the most
vllluable lllnd under the" oecupancy.and·use" land
tenure, which is at best only a second·cousin remove
from the eternal cry of restricting" aliens" from hold-
ing lam!' ALEX. HORll.

Systems of Land Tenure.
To Ihe Etlitor oj Liberly:

The me!'e fll~t tilat there exists a land question may
be taken as prima jade evidence that the prevailing
system of privale ownership of land, based on fraud or
conquest, is to be rejected. Fonr systems of land
tenure are advocated with more or less vigor:

(Il) Cultivation in common, with division of product.
(IJ) Periodical division of land.
(e) Occupllncr llnd use,-the system Liberty

champions.
(d) Private possession, subject to II tsx suftlcient to

Ilbsorb economic rent.
The objections to tbeories (Il) and (b), in lin adVanced

state of civilization under conditions of freedom, are
so obvious that it would he a waste of time to reeol\nt
them. Tbe two systems tbat deserve the most careful
considel'lltion are the" occupancy-and.use .. theory
and lbe "Single Tax" theory.

I need not dwell on the difficulties involved in
maintaining the most precarious form of occupancy
and use, Its most able advocates fully IIppreciate
these Objections, and they rest their hopes on the un
certain ilnd dilatory decisions of juries selected from
the registered, or tax·paying, inhabitants of the oom·
munity. If we keep in mind tbat it is "feeling" that.
determines the destinies of the human race, the ques
tien arises: will not thc decisions of juries be deter.
mined mainly, if not wholly, br the tax·paying
class. If snch should be the case, the proposition re
solves itself into a question of taxation: wbo will pay
the taxes, when the re,'enues of the" administration"
depend on voluntary contribntions ?

Individuals willlocllle where they thiuk they can
get the most advantages with the least etTort; whicb
is only a part.icular IIpplication of the genel'lll law that.
.. man wilt seek to satisfy his desires with tbe least
exert.iou," Each !llu,\·owner will tio all he ClIn to in
duce people lO live on his land. Whatever will in.
crease the benefits obhlill1lhle iu any location will
(haw more people. and ellch addition of population
will increase the desimllility of the locality. The Illnd



that possesses the greatest advantages in fertlllty,
richness In mlnemls, proximity to harbors. or any
otber derided superiorlty would deserve and obtain the
largest amollnt of Improvement. It Is evident that
none but land·owners could be induced to pay taxes,
fo/' all tlte Z,<'Iafits (Mill tilt p/'opel' c.rpcll<ll'tlll'e of S/ldl

'tll~'es lcould go'to ;'Ilcrease l,,"riralllfs, Non-land·
owning individuals may occasionally Insist on paying
taxes, bill. this w\)lIld only .hid that mucb to their nct
expenses, and slIeh polie)' would be abandoned sooner
or latel', for their non·tax·pa~·lng competitors wOllld
haye that much advantage in the open market, Some
lIlay hastil~· decide that, If the abo'l"e I'easonlng is cor·
rect, ,'oluntl\l y taxation would result in the applica·
tion of the Slugle Tax without a re'!Ort to force. At
first sight it does look like the" Single Tax Emitet! ..,
but that the resemblance is lllusory may be .loticed
by obserying' this essential difference: the" Single
'faxer Iilllite~l," while not Insisting, is pl'eplu'ed at all
tlllles to tal<e a huger and larger portion of economic
rent as occasion arises, In fact, his dilliculty consists
in bclng eternally tormentcd by the fear that by sOllie
chance he llIay take more than the actulli ecouomie
rent. Of course the fear is absnrd, wben the effect of
competition is taken into considerntion. As ch·i!iza·
tion at! Yances; ns the sciences, the arts. and inven·
tions more fully llevelop; as skill, enterprise, and
ahility hecome more general,-so will the nlue of
lpud incrcase aud more or less keep puce with this ad
vance. l'nder" occnpauc)' and use" all tbese ad·
vantages would go to Jund·owners and land·owners
onl)'. The correctness of the essentials of the fore·
going reasoning will hardly be qnestioned; tbe)' rna)'
be considercd as household truisms; bnt, if tbe)' al'C
granted, we are forced to tile surprising, ~'et logical,
eonclusion that the laborer, nnder the ,'egime of "00'

eupanc)' and use," instead of being secnred in the
(:oatrol of " self and tbe results of self·exertion, "
would ohtain a smaller and smal!er portion of his
product as hc hecame more skilful and more enter·
prising, alld as he is born in a more advanced stute of
clvllizl1tion.

Now thut I have shown tbat "OCC I:l),lncy r.nd use"
as a s)'stem of land tenure under conditions of free·
dom is untenuble, it mn)' be worth wbile to consider
the only ohjection, I'''ged with an)' force, against the
Single Tax fl'om a Iibertarlnn standpoint.

If all men nrc entitled to equal freedom, tben all
men are entitled to equal freedom to use the earth;
it is ph)'sicnll)' impossible for each man to occup)' the
whole globe at the same tiille. But all men's equal
freedom rna)' be maintained b)' eacb man collecting
rent from those that -occup)' valuable land. Those
that occupy valuable land have the option of paying
rent or occup)'ing valueless sites; a gold mine is dis
covered under the shant)' of one of these moving
spirits; he liaS to 1lUI! rent 01' faeate again. The lib,
ertarian will probably enter a demurrer that he is not
responsible for the existence of gold beneatb his
habitation, and why should he be compelled to iacom·
mode himself? Tbc answer is simple and complete.
Equal freedom Is to be maintained, or not. If the
cboice is made for equal freedom, then changes dne
to social growth which are just nS inevitable as any
other phenomena of nature must be submitted to.
He who enjoys the advantage of equal freedom is
secured in his" freedom to control self aOlI thc results
of self-exertion," but Is not protected from the inevita·
ble effects of the opcrations of natUl·e.

AI.EX. Honn.

Anarchist Letter-Writini Corps.
The Secretal')' wants evcry reader of Liberty to send

in his name for enrolment. Those whodo so thereby
pledge then,lselvcs to write,. when p~ssihle, a I~tter
evcry fortntr:ht, on Anarclllsm or kmdred .ub.lectS, to
thc "target" assigned in Liberty for that fortnight,
aud to notlfr the secretary promptly in case of any
failure to wrIte to a target (wblch it is hoped wlllnot
often cecur). or in ense of temporary or permancnt
withdrawal from the work of the Corps. All,
whether memhers 01' not, arc asked to lose no opp<lr·
tunity of informing' the secretar)' of suitahle targcts.
Address, STEPIIEK-T. BYIKG'rOi~, East Hardwicl<, Yt.

Please note change of secretary's address.
lIIembers should remcmher thnt t,hey nrc in no way

whatever boull(l to follow mr directions in writing to
targcts. I usually give brief suggestions of possihle
lines of attael<, becnnse I have been requestcd to do so
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In ordC!' 10 r.lake memhers' work easier. But no
member is in any case bound to pay aay attention
to these hints. On the contrary, If ideas for the letter
have suggested themselves to youindepenrlentl)' of
m)' advice, these wlll probably be tbe best nlaterial
fOI' your leIter. Neither are you bound to write 00

the particular subject for the sake of which I nallled
that tar/l;ct-not c"en when I especlully rcqnest tlUlt
lelters be confined to a givell subject; though, of
course, when I lIIal<e such a l'Cquest, I ad vise you to
coofOl'll1 to it, unless J'OUI' reasons fOl' not doin!/; .0 are
vcrr st1'ong.

Wben I asked membCl's to write commendr,tory re·
"Iews of " Mutual Banking" and send them to Com·
rade Cohen to he used in helping' tlte sale of that hook,
one member. who thought the book bad too many
mistakes, scat a rHiew pointing Ollt its faults. In so
lloing be w's perfectiy conf01'ming to bis ohligatlons
as a Corps member. There will bc a diffcrence of
opinion as to whether he was putting' his ink and
paper 10 us wise a use as if he had written differently.
but there call be no doubt that he was keeping tbe
Corps plcdge. He m:ght also have kept it by letting
" )[utual Banking" nlone, and sending Cohen a letter
on the land question to be transmittcd to one of
Coben's labor papers.

The questlons on wbat subject y~u are to write, and
from wbat standpoint ron ,re to discuss that subject,
are left entirely to your own discretion. Oonsider
tbe adaptability of the subject to ronrself and to tbe
target's needs as far as possible; consider also the de
sirahility of having all letters follow the same line
of aUael< in cei'tain cases, ":Vbile In others it lIlay he
equally desirahle that they follow different lines; but
dOIl't feel that you are bound to write what I tell you
to.

Two special cautions. Don't copy my words, if
you can help it; for some otber mnn will be doiug the
same, and then the target will get two' letters ex
pressing tbe same ideas in the same words, and will
nndcrstand tbey are inspired from the same source.
We want our letters generally to seem indepcndenl of
each other, And, when I give a large nnmher of dif·
ferent suggestions, don't try to get them allinlo your
letter: r mean you to pick out and use what suits you
hest among them. b particular. it is lunacy to try
to get iu too man)' points where ShOlt letters are espe·
clully wanted.

Target. section A.-Thrlce-a·Week edition of
" World," New York city, prints the following
invitation:

No,,- that the presidential campaign is about to be
gin and tbe situation is one of UllUsual complications,
the Tbrice·a·Week" World" is willing to recei ve and
print sbort letters from the people concernin~ pre·
valllnp; political conditions and wbat the)' tblnk to be
the proper remedies for tbe trouhles that exist. Tbese
letters must be short, to the point, and free from
abnse of anybody or anytbing. A man who cannG;
argue temperately will not be allowed to argue at aU
in Onr columns.

It does not matter to us what ma~' be the polltic~ or
opinions of the writer. He may be Hepublicaa or
Democrat. free silver or gold standard, high tariff or
low tariff, we will try to give him space so long as he
wriles deccntlr and sensiblr. If he wants to attack
aD \' particuhlr policy of the .. World," he Is welcome
to'do so. Our ohject is to secure a full and fair dis·
cussion b)' all sides. ant! we shall make no comment of
our own upon the lettel's.

The letters will he publislled in our j,'riday issues
nnder tbe title of .. Letters from tbe People." Address
"our letters to "Editor tlte Thrice-a· Wcek 'World,'
Pulitzer bnilding, New York Cit)'. N. Y."

It will probnhly be necessary to gh'e your letters
some refereDce to the political campaign. You can do
this by pointing out the true principles of the money
question or any other Issue of thc campaigu, 01' by
opposing political actionns n means of gettiug
relief.

Section B.-" Texns State Lnhol' .Journal," Dnllns,
Tex.• lately printed an articl,' on "The Minimum of
Authority." with the follow Ing editol'inl note:

The following ltrticle hilS becn received without date
or sigualme. Oil :1ecount of its merit, und heeltu.e ot
the scarcity of l\rgun1l'nts on that side of the qucstion,
we depllrt from om usul1l rule of rcquil'ing sig.
1Il1tures, and publish the I1rticle.

Tell what is invo!\'ed ill " the minimum of ltulhol'
ity," ltccol'ding to ,I'onl' ideas, and what it is good for.

STEl'lIBX 1'. BnXGTOX.

•

The Fountaineer.
[Paul VC:!UIl)' lu La Ju~tke.l

1 do not know whether this Is exactly the title by
which to designate the worthy llIan who, eqnipped
with bose lind spriL'kler, wnters onr streets, But the
name is of little consequence. It is of a fountahleer
that I am to speak. if )'On wlll permit Ine.

Day before yestel'day I WI1S going t,hrongh the
Champs·El)'sees between two showers, You IIno')" the
sort of weather tbat we have been having for 1I week.
It rains five or six times a day, on an average. Judge
of Illy astonlshmcnt at seeing :1 fountaineer wat~ring

the road. I Inrdly need say thut there WllS !10 dust.
Nor W[,i; there even any mud. In either case the
watel'ing would hnve been explicnl;'._ But day before
J'estel'day tbe wooden pavement, copiously washed by
the preceding shower, WaS as clean us a new penny,
One could have eaten off it.

I had a great desire to ask the too zealous foun·
taineel' for an explanation, but I feared. that my re
quesl would he ill received. But II hundred yards
fUI·ther on I came upon one of his comrades who had
abllndoned his sprinkler fOt' his broom. and was sweep·
iug delld leaves into the gutter.

" So you are sweeping?" I said to tbis man. " But
how is it Ih~t your comrade yonder i. watering the
road 1 It- mined only five minutes ago. In fi\'e
minutes it wlllrnin again. Why waste water in such
wfather Y"

.. It is better to water tban to be tined a franc,
Monslenr."

"What! You would be tined, if you did not water
on II day like this 1 ..

" It is as I tell you, lIoIlsieur. They want Wltter.
It won't do to oppose tbem. They wllnt water."

"They! Who?"
" The overseer, the snperintendent, the engiueers,

tbe city, and what not."
" But, if the overseer were here, he himself wonld

tell )'OU not to water."
"Not so sure. For the superintendent wants the

streets watered_"
"But the snperintendent, if he were here" ...
"He would tell you that the eugineer wants tbe

streets watered_"
"Then there is no one over you who is in a position

to say: 'To-day the streets are not to be watered' ?"
" No one. 1 tell )·ou that tbey want water. I ..-as

watering jnst now, myself. It was useless. The
vavement does not' smoke.' It has been raining for a
week. But I don't intend to be tined. They want
water. Tltey walll water. "

Tbere was notbing for me to do but to go away. I
started off in n dreamy mood, gradually amplif);ng
this little anecdote until, when I reacbed the Arc de
Triomphe and turned toward the Champs·Elyse'tls
dOUbly watered by the skies and our fountaineers, the
procedure of the entire French administration had
passed throngh my head for tbe hundredth time. Tbis
humble employee of the city. trembling at the idea of
a tine; baving neither the rigbt or perhaps even the
desire to take any initiative whatsoevl)r; fe<;ling the
weight upon him of a hierarchy of superiC'l'S, slaves,
like bimself, of a countersign given once for all; but
feeling also at ease behind this protecth'e couUlersign
and in a position to say to the public: "Wllllt do I
care for you Y Besides, I am uot to hlame; it is
THEYl "-this man seemed to me a sort of personifica
tion of officialism.

Go to the bottom of :111 the abuses !Jointed out,
whetber It hc some amusing ndminist1'llti\'c eMllois,.,.i".
or some lamentable rontine tb'lt imperils the countr~"s

interests, and yon will find agnin the case of my
fountaineer. Even' ollicinl in France, witb 1'lI1'C ex
ceptions, does his dnty strictly. And, doing this, he
is not even conscious, as II gencml thing, that he is
collaborating, 1lI0rc or tess, in some absurdit~· 01' in

Ibe me formidllblll error. The development of his
cl'itie~l scnse-if bl' bas IIll~'-is inversel)' proponiolltlJ
to tile ,evel'lty of II.e dbdl'linL" 1I1ll1 bis spirit of .
initiativL -if he h1l8 l\ny-b Ihe Illor~ quickly stltl(·tl
fl'<llll the f,. 't that it i~ nC\'CI' excl'dsed. And liS hc
.c~s around 1.1:'11 lind over him thc terror that thl'
SIlll\llcst rcspoush,iIlt)' inspires, he too takc8 refnge in
his eouUlerbign llS inll piner of lIS)'ltml nnll l"\·8t.

Illm grelltly Ilstonish~d thnt the fOllntllhwH d
\\' l"ml I hll\'c just spokcn l1lhniltt,tl thllt it Wll; ll;deslS,
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dRy before yesterl1av, to water the Champs·Elyslies.
I could point to Lij;h omclclals In the department of
bridges and roads who worship the rules much more
devoutly. Having ('nce had occasion to e:lplaln in de·
tail that It took several weeks, twelve separate Stllte
ments, and thirty signatures to pay a fmnc and a
half to a workmnn for services required by a rORd
laborer who had found himself In circumstances (,I ex
ceptionlll embarrussment, I received from a dir:ultnry
connectcd with the depl\ftment of bridg"" im!! m'lds a,
letter in which he endeavored to explain to me that
an had proceeded In the best way In the world, lind
thnt it wl'uld be a pity were such things to proceed
otherwise.

I bave a drawer full of S\l"~ stories, Some have
been told already. The others will come in good
time. Always lhe same complications resultillg from
excessive ccntrnllzation and the constllnt elIort to dis·
tribute the smllllest responsibility by II s)'stem of in·
finite gradlltlon. III the forestry dcpartment, for in·
stan<:e, when II storm has damaged the roof of a
guard's house. co less II person thlln the minister of
agriculture Clln authorize the rep'aeing of the tiles.
Does it llstonish you, then, that they hesitnte to al'Cortl
to a foulltnineer the right to not open II hy<lmnt ?
And lhe most distressing feature of the mlltler is that
I WllS once t(,ld by a protector of the foresU. who
ought to COlisider it II sort of Insull: that he is not per
mitted to decide u[lon II matter of pctty I1'pairs, that
he was delighted to be " covered" ill these things by
bis minister.

'Vith such n love of eentrnlization nn the [Iart of
the mini.ter and such a horror of responsibility on tho
part of his su!)ordinatcs, how can you expeet tn lind
llnY one-fountaineer, overseer, superintendent, en·
gineer, director of pnblic works-to decide that t.he
Champs-Elysees sholl not be watered betwcen two
showers ?


