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Those Facts-What are They?
To tlte Editor oj Liberty:

lIr. Salter, in his reply to ~Ir. Yarros, says lw
" judges from faCtS of the past" that anarchy would
work badly in protecting life and property. lIay I
ask whether these facts of the past are specified in Mr.
Salter's book, a~d, if not, whether he will specify
them for us when he next writes to Liberty 'l

STEPHEN T. BVllWTON.

The Recruiting Officer.
Well I remember me of him

Who to the quiet vilh,ge came
With beat of drum and torch's glare

To mouth of war, nor paint it grim,
But winsome, seeking to inflame

~Ian 'gainst his fellow; how the blare
Of parrot eloquencc awoke

Thc sleepin~ lust of fight, with all
Its glorious panoply; while, veiled

By sophistry, as when the smoke
Of battle hlinds its crimc and woe,

His fine words laughed away death's pall.
He with smooth pleas their cause asshiled,

And cowards did yelep the foe.
The sharp, shrewd money getter kept

His place, nor dared beyond his ~phere;

But to that tunc the Y0ung soul lenpf-
That charm of falsehoods! lI"arts that broke,

And pain and sorrow year by year,
fhe sequence. Back with laugh and joke

By midnight train the falker passed,
Back to those fragrant, silken·drnped boudOirs,
Red cups of wine and pink-limbed paramours.

not attending school, and 11,600 oth(,r children ou half·
time, but, instead of building school-houses for these
waifs and providing for their education, we have had
a law passed to give the assessors $40,000 a year, and
to punish pareLts who do not send their children to
schools that do not exist. And the assessors will get
their pay, "whether school keeps or not," for the law
provides for their compensation, and, if councils
should refuse or neglect to make an appropriation,
they can get their pay by the aid of the convenient
mandamus.

._------------------

The Soldier.
From happy wedlock sprang a child

A boy; amid the fields he grew
To strength and beauty (joyous days

Of innocence among the wild
Flowers of the wood); his eyes of blue
Drl\nk from high heaven their winsome hue.

And in his wavy hair of gold
The glory of the sun was rolled.

Ur,m~~red in any part, he came
Upon his years of manhood, met
His faultless mate,-a sweet brull' 'teo

An evil time; for then the flame
Of war burst forth; and needs must he.

Fed by the flmtasy of Fame,
And dreaming some men might 1m free

By slayi~g oth"~. join t~:; fray.
I 8l\W him as !w silent lay,

Ills arms above his bead, llis face
Black wltb a few bours' death ; and coltl

That form divine--tbe model of the race-
That slloul<l have bOOn.beq,ll'albed t'adomtbewotN.

W'u....~··m,l~n
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F.bout the Size of It.
[Phl:auelphia Public u'l1gcr.]

The compulllory education law passed b~' the last
legislat.ure is l., be enforced, and from the standpoint
of 1\ politician it is n flrst·class law. It will divert
$50,000 from the city trc,I1Sury into the hands of the
ItS8eS80rs, instead of having this amount of money
wasted in building a school· house. The 1lt18C880rs, in
return for this, will tell U8 how many children ani not
atteuding 8cb()()l.Superintendent Brooks told us last
January. thattborewere 20,000 children of school age

Iblems a~d If, make the relit so simple that an

I

I enlightened public sentiment," with leisure and
e.:ergy to think, would speedily find solutions
foJ' it. Manifestly Mr. Hall has become COll-

I vif)( ed that history supports the view of liber
tarians. He himself points out now olle of
those classes of " facts" which he lately de
manded that J..iberty s~Jould furnish him with.
" A saloon-keeper," he says, " ill order to sell a
,1nnk, furnishes free lunch, hot suppers, a
reading-room, and, Vr:>-ctically, all the ad
vantages of a club. I never found a man who
sold milk doing that. It would not pay.
'Vhy not? Because competition has cut down
prices on milk. 'Vhy has it not cut down the
price of liquor? Because, notwithstanding the
number engaged in the husiness, the business is
a monopoly." Alay man who has his eyes (and
mind) open can find all around him lots of
illUlltrations and proofs of the evil of monopoly
-another word for invasion merely-and the
remedial powers of liberty.

I ..ibetty has little faith in congressional re
ports and investigations, but it hopes that the
latest undertaking of Col. Carroll D. 'Wright
will prove sue'·essfui. He proposes to make the
economy of municipal ownership of gas and

Ielectric light plants a subject for joint inves
tigation hJ,thc national and State bureaus of

i labor statistice. Inasmuch as the mere differ
ence in the tH'icp of lighting is often relied on
by " municipalizationists" to prove the merit
of governmental operation, the investigation
will take accOlmt of a~1 the elements that have
been ignored. :Full statib~ics will be given of
the cost of plant, interest, wllob'es, 2nd cost of
superintendence, as well as of th~ quality of
the lighting furnish,~d. The halallce sheet, we
are told, for public and private estahlishments,
will indicate whether the public plants pay a
real profit, make up a deficiency from taxation,
or pay a ilOminal profit hy ignoring the cost of
piant and the bonded indebtedness incurred
for its est3blishment. Such an investigation, if
properly conducted, ought to throw some
light (',,'1 the municipalization. Liberty asks
nothi"~' :••~tter than to have the facts presented
just.,~ t:,i T ~re.

l:z •NOT THE LiB..aGHTE:~ BQ. THe MOTHEB Of oJ(DERp~DHON
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On Picket Duty.
To substantiate its assCl·twn tllat I,ibert:; " is

a journal with Jome good qualities," despite
the insufferable dulness of its edit0rial eoIUl~,ns,

" Paragraphs" points to the tmnslations fro [I'

Nietzsche, Shaw's review of Nordau, and a
translation from lola. The obvious inferL.ce
from tt:", is that, while the editor of Liberty
is incapable of producing anything of value him
sel~, he has the facdty of appreciating with
some accuracy the products of others. Coming
from" I>aragraphs," this admission must have
been an (,1Jlbarrasaing one, and I can only ad
mh'e the sacrifice of pride to truth by which
alone it c<mld have been made.

nomrade B:'ington is not the only one of my
0riginal opponents on the chil,l queHtion whose
opinion was changed by the controversy over
t,hat "llbj~ct. I vm i~; receipt of a lette'r from
Comrade ,-~ilmour, of Gl:2:,gow, :'n which he
says: "I must tell you-and feel no qualms of
conscimwe in doing so-that I 1l0'V agree with
you J'e the care of cluldren c: ,~der Anar(·hism.
I have been driven to the conclusion that
mutual contract or a fr'!e fight ar~l the real is
sues at stake between pa::-ents and a PO"oul' or
community. I intended to v. rite something fu~

J....iberty, showing how I arrived at that condu
sion; but, the fact is, I cannot get time."

The unprecedented rebuke administered to
Goff h: the ~ew York court of appeals has de
!:'50ted hundreds of justice-loving me:!. His
charge in the :\'fdria Barberi case is declared to
have been objectionable and improper, becanse
it was an animated argument for moralit,y
rather than anunbia8sed review of the facts
a.nd the legal principles applicable to them.
Maria Barberi will have a new trial, hut Goff
will not. The verdict against him will not he
reversed. He is t()tally unfit for his judicial
p08ition, and tbe' :Doral" reformers who bave
elevated him m1A"t now see the fruit of hyste
rical crusades. I must add, bowever, that my
mind harbors tbe sUIJpicion that, this reversal,
just tbough it unquestionably is, mi~ht not
h~~ebeen banded down,bad Goff been made
recorderbypne of the "machines" inKtead of
by a ~~~y?f re~elsa~ahlst the nllwhirws.
!~~JD.0t.iv~,I >fear, is spite again!'lt Goff rather
t~?j~~ti~to>~~~accused.... (t0ff ill 110 worse
~~~~.;2~[~(i~..!e~~.~t:pefe~ps~~ttl.r), l'lll thQ
h18herc~ul'tdi4l;~ot. rev~~>~ary .

;'~?~~~ ..".>t.hntjll"~ice
'orit,oftlodaL 1'0-

.. FOrttl!mY8 ill thine 'III''', 0 Lib('/'III!
Shil,.e that hlglilight 'I'hat/II/If,,' wo,.1d i8 8a,.." ..
AmI thol."h tholl ,<lay ue, 1t'f. wilt £1'1181 ill/hu."

,TOliN HAY.
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are ea!Jefl upon to tIo is to disco\'t'l' an ethical
warrant 1'01' go\'el'llIlwllt. Spellcer, W(~ know,
has tt'il,tl it, antI lIas failed. HCl is ullahJe to
tIii'\ei;Vl'I' allY other warrant than conscllt,
" pnwtical unanimity"; and, when it is pointed
out to him that no such unanimity exir;ts, he iH
logically hound to deeide that govel'1lment hal'
'10 ethical warrallt. Mr. Salter, llOwever,-in
his hook, at least,-pl'Oceeds upon the notion
t1-', if .he ClUJ prove, hy " balancing ad van
tages and disadvantages of government and
Anarehy," that the latter would not, or does
not, work well, his case is matte out. Is it lit'·
cause IIC is convinced that a thing which doel'
not work well cannot be just? If so, he is
eOllllllitted to the converse of the proposition,
that a thing which is just must necessarily 'Work
well,-and henee oannot decline to accept the
purely ethical test and ahide by the result .f
an abstract inquiry into tilt ethical status of
government. Is it becaus--' \" thinks thltt aI,
appeal to facts and experien'Jt> is morC' li"pct,
fruitful, or scieT't.ifi~ than the a priori method?
Such an assumption is contrary to the testi
mony of science. If I should ask ~k Salter
whether murder is just, it would never occur to
llim to seek an answer in facts and experience.
If ethical science could not answer that ques
tion in any other way, it would hardly he re
garded as having reached an advanced state.
~imilarly, if I ask 1\[1'. Salter whether govern
ment is just, and he refers me to facts and ex
perience, he evidently implies that ethical sci
ence is 80 crude, immature, and undeveloped
that it is incapable of giving a direct answer to
my question. Of course, if this were really the
case, we could do nothing but deplore the faet,
and hope for better things in the future. But
no greater blunder can be imagined than is in
volved in the notion that what ethical science
(',\nnot tell us " facts and experience" will, if
WI': only interrog-ate them. 'Vho can be sure
that he has all the essential facts before him,
and that his interpretation of them is ~ound :.

l\Ir. Salter says that in his th~oreti'~al part
he " urged that Anarchy was ' possible' an,I,
by implica.tion, possibly' just.' " but that, when
he came to deal with the practical question as
to how Anarchy actually works and i~ likely to
work, he knew of no way to answer it except
to examine facts and experience. Here, it is
clear, l\Ir. Salter uses the term " possible," not
in the technical sense of compatible with the
highest welfare, but in the popular sense.
Now, in the popular, sense, nobody will claim
that Anarchy is possible, just as no Anarcl.~Qt

denies that, in this same sense, government is
possible, and usury is possible. But is Anarch~'

better than government as a condition of social
stability and development? 1\[1'. Salter thinks
that it is not, and appeals to facts for support.
Yeto he " urged" that it is possibly " just"!
Again I ask: how can that which is just be
worse than that wMch is unjust? Certainly
both government and Anarchy cannot be just,
since they are mutually exclusive and
irrecu.lciiable.

If :Mr. Salte" had first proved h~r the (l'~'o"l

method that Anarchy is unjust, and then pro
ceedetl to balanoo advantages and di.dvau~s
by way of strengthening and illustrating his
deduction, bis method could not have been ob
jected to. Spenoor very fl'equently ap,*"s to
fact~ and to exhibit the \l1l8tn~

amillP IllS grollnd!' fol' this conh·ntion. t t!ll
deavort'd to 1'110\\ that MI'. ~alter waH not satii'\
factoI')' eitht1r in hii'\ thtl ()1'(·tieal or in hii'\ pmc
tieal dt'lllonstration, and it is nnw Iwc('s~mI'Y to
:malyw his deft'1w(~ alld ,,('e whethel' Iw has im
proved hi;; case. Before doing so, 110\\,('\'('1',

one wOI'd with rega.rd to my charge that M...
Salter misrepresl'nted tIll' Anarchistic posit,OII I

hy identifying Anarchism with non·resistance. I
Have I been" more acute than sympathetic,"
and have I interpretcd the passagcs on this poin, I
with undue lit('ral~sm? Here are 1\11'. Saltel"s
words (italics mi:H') :

Anarchy is not ineflnsistent with association, but
only with enforced association. It means simply a
state of society in w:Jich no one is bound or obliged
to do rtn,ljt!d/!fJ (whether to aF<sociate' ith others or any·
thing else); it is not opposed to order, but only to
enjin'Ced order; not to rule, but only to o')ligatory rule.
In uther words, it is synonymous with ti.':~?·ty. endel'
such a system individuals would simply be leftj'rec to
do a8 they clwb, . compulsion would disappear " thc
only bonds in society would be 1/Iol'al bonds.

Now I submit that such a description of An
archy i~ incorrl:ct and misleading. I have
italioized the erroneous parts of the description.
It :'I nut neces,:... " ,,0 be unduly literal in inter
pi ~tation t.v reject this description; it is neces
sary sim,>ly to be logical and pl·ecise. What
Mr. Sahel' should have written, and what he
now t dlls us he meant to write, is something like
this.

, Anarchy means simply a state of society in
which no one is bound or obliged to do any
thing beyond that enjoined by equal liberty;
it is not opposed to order, 01' to oJ'der enforced
by voluntary associations, hased on voluntary
taxation, but only to the enforcement of order
by any invasive organization whi0h hegins by
violating the nicst fundamental right of all; not
to rule in the sense of coerdon of invarlers,
but to rule in the sense of enforced cO()l'erat;~)n

and suhmissiop without regard to invasion. 1n
other words, it is synonymoue with equal lib
erty. Under Buch a sJst('m all nOli-invasive in
dividuals would simply be left free to 00 as
they choose; compulsion would disappear, ex
cept in so far as it would be necessary to en
force equal liberty. "

The difference between the two statements is
radical and manifest. Mr. Salter now admits
that he failed to express himself clearly, and
that he really intended to describe the position
of philosophical individualist Anarchism, and
not that of Tolstoism. I think that no im
partial render who realizes the significance of
the distjnct;~.Jn will agree with MI'. Salter that
I have Llterprcted h:m with undue literalism.

IIavLlg a1'l'ived at an understanding with
referencb to the problem, or subject-m~tterof
the inquiry, let me see whether I cannot get.
lYlr. Salte>' to admit that his method" may
properl~' be caJled in question." In the fir~.

place, it was inexact to say~ as I did, that it is
nece8sary to determine whether Anarchy is
" jnat and possible." In reality, it is necessary
to determine only whether Anarchy is just. If
we answer this question, everything else is
added unt;;, us by necessary implication. As
an ethical leader, :Mr. Salter must assent to this
proposit' n. If Anarchy i8 just, it cannot be
impossible or even inexpedient. If government
is unjust and without any ethical warrant, it
cannot be, in a flcientific 'Iense, possible and
expedient. What philosopheJ'lll and !!ociologists

LIBERTY~ 3!>,
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"Ill llbollshlll(l /'ef/t (/,,1{ If/lf/wt, the laxt rf-stlf,es ofoM·time sla·
I'ery, he ReI'OIu(j(m allOiix".;s al Of/e "tl'Oke 'Iii sword of the execli'
liOller. the Bfal of the ma(li.lraft, Ihe elm, of Ihe policem<lll, the (lauge
Of the e;rciseman, th.e el'lui,,(,·knife IJf tlte de/Jal'lmenl ciet'A:, all tltO/le
iwli(lnia of Politics, which youn(l Liberty (lri"r1~ IJ<-Math her heet."-·
PR.OlJDllON.

EnUl'ed at .Yew YOl'k as Second·Class Jlall Jlatter.

~ The appearauec in the editorial column of arti·
cle" over other sknatllres than the editor's initial huli
cates that the l·li'ior approves their central purpose anll
W'llel'll] tenor, though he does not hold himself respon
sible for every phrase or word, nut the appearance in
other parts of the paper of artides by the same or other
writers by 110 means indicates that he disapproves
them in any respect, such disposition of them being
governed largely by motives of convenience.

1I1'~,1. H. Tl·CKF.H. I'UITOII AS:> I'nILI"IIEII.

Issued Fortnightly Ilt Two DolIarli a Year; Single Cop
ies. 1'1ight Cents.
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Mr. Salter's Defence.
I.

III "iew of the extreme and fundamental im
portall\'e of the questions involved in this dis
cu!'sion, I trust that the reader will carefuily
and patiently consi(~('r the arguments submitted
by 1\11'. Salter ill the last issue of Liberty, and,
after refreshing his memory by glancing at
my original articles, follow the present reply to
:Mr. Saltel"s defence. "'hether or no :Mr. Sal
ter's hook was an attempt '.0 refute tl,~ position
of philusophical individualist ~_;,archisJ11 (and I
admit that he is l'ight in averring thr-c(; he did
not directly challenge our position" it is certain
that his defence must be regarded as such an
attempt.

It is to be borne in mind that :Mr. Salter re
presents tLe whole modern school of what may
be called Sociologisfs·of-the-Chair. I have
been reading the new works of Professor
Giddings and Profe~sor ·Willoughby, and I find
that their criticism;; upon the Spencerian vie,,'."
of sodety and government are basefl upon the
same general considerations that Mr. Salt.er ad
vances in opposition to the ideas expressed in
my review of his hook. :Mr. Salter says every
thing-without the elaboration, of course,
which a larger work permits-that can be said
on Lehalf of the school referred to, and to deal
'Nith him is to deal with the whole school. If
.here he any lack of clearness and consistency
in l\h. Salter's statement, it is not to he at-
"ibuted to the form or method of the advocate,

i,ut to the weal<lless of the cause itself. Th(~

trouble i~ with the theor~', not with its
proponents.

Mr. Salter's IJain hl'luiry was, as he states,
" whether anarchy would work under (~xisting

conditions." That government would be a
superfluity in an ideal state of society" goes
without t;a~'ing"; the question, it may be
added, is of no importance whatever, since
every one is entirely willing to be called an An-
archist in sensc. But, when Mr. Salter
coatends that would be worse than
gov~rument he in(1irec1~ly

position, and



LIBERTY. 33'
---"----- ..~..-.-

nllIl inel!iei\·ncy of govel'llnll'llt, lIut Ill'tlot'l; I the demand for ahl;olllte non-interfm'ence with
that aftcr attpllIpting to prove (f pl'ioJ'i till' ill- I the nOll· aggressive, I'el;ts pl'eeisely on the con-
just icl' of govl'l'Illllental interference for any tlmtion that sueh eOllllllct is in the highl'st
Jl",rpose san' lit-fence against aggression, It is degl'ee advantageous to thl' community, and
si,!!,'nitlcant tliat :-Ipencer's facts have gem'I'ally that the society whieh will rcs}Jl'et ,..quality of
YlH'y little efl't:et on those who are not convineell liberty antl llecline to fOJ'ce lIon ..inva~ive indi
by his theoretical demonstrations, 31.', Haltl·r's vidllals into nOlJperation even fm' pUI'[JOSl'S of
II facts al1\1 experience" win ca....y no 11101'(\ defensive war will be happier, fl'eer, more
\\'pight with those who fail to be impressed by stable and harmonious and pl'Ogl'essive, than any
his thl'or:,tieal considerations. other society. \Ye assert that indivillual hOV-

Howe' (-I', in my revhnv of the book I have el'eignty is the essential condition of 80ci(/!
trip" to lIIl'et both the theoretical and }ll'aetieal well-heing, and that coercion of the nOIl-
considl-rations atlvanced by :Mr. Salter, and I invasive individual is injurious anel dernomlizing
now propose to examine his adfhtional argu- Lulie community as a whole. The (liffeJ'(~ne(',

monts, 01' his replies to my criticisms. then, between ~h. Salter and mysplf is that he
l 'pOll the subject of Anal'chy in defensive assumes certain things to he necessaJ'Y and

wa:, )11', Salter said very little in his book. beneficial to society which I hold to be in.1urions
He explains his brief and smm'1ary treatment of and fatal to it, and not at all with reference to
that fillHlameutal question by stlting that he the meaning of right and wrong, 01' the origin
had n\l idea that his position would be seri- of social sentiments.
ously challenged. He spoke of what" every It may, I apprehend, seom pamdoxical to af-
one would feel" simply because he actually firm that the welfare of society demands that
though~ that everyone did fet·: as he supposed, individuals shall be allowed to commit suicide
and, sillce my dissf.Jnt has 'established the errol' 01' get themselves killed in preferencl' to tight-
of the supposition, he undertakes to supply the ing with the rest of the society, 01' that indi-
argulJ1ellt~. originally omitted as superfluous. vidual sovereignty is the condition of soeial
In suhl;tance, ~IJ·. Salter's new argument is as growth and prosperity. The troul>!e is that
follows: Right aud wrong are measUl'(!d by writers persist in speaking and thinking about
the welfat'e of the tribe or community. and it the relations and conditions which prevailed
cannot bl~ right fl)r the individual to pursue a under early milital:iFlm, and entirely ovel'1ook
course of conduet inconsistent with the welfare the great changes brought about by industrial-
of the eommunity. The individnal h'ls not the ism and the corresponding modification in sen-
right to do with himst'lf as he pleases ir- timents. Individual sovereignty under early
respeetive of the wdfal'e of others about him, mihtancy was an impossibility, and no member
and henee no man can rightfully take his own of the warring tribes ever dreamed of demand-
life, or allow his life to be taken without re- ing the right of seeession, or of declining to co-
sistanee, when such conduct means injury or operate with his fellows. l\Ien lived by war,
ruin to the community. To f(Jrce a. reluctant and discipline, despotic control, and individual
individual to defend his community is not, subordination are the conditions of success in
therefore, wrong, except in the case of persons war. :Men's sentiments, always molded by
having conscientious scr'lples against war of surroundings and necessities, naturally cor-
::my kind. In other words, Mr. falter main- responded to their external relations. To assert
tains that the ·lndividual does nol, belong to that the conditions of social stability and pros-
himself, and that, even if life har; no value to perity are substantially the same to.day is, as I
him, he is bound to live and wor£: for the wel- have said, to ignore evolution.· I cannot dwell
fare of the community; and he ft. rther main- on this, nor is i~ necessary, since Spencer's
tains that it cannot be wrong for "he cornmun- treatment of this subject leaves nothing to be
ity to demand and enforce such subordination desired.
of the individual, because" wrong" means Mr. Salter observes that it has heen reserved
something injurious to the community, while to the philosophical Anarchist of to-day to dis-
the subordination alluded to is good and neces- cover the" abstract, absolute right of the in-
sary for the community. dividu.tl to do with himself as he pleases, ir-

Now, I entirely agree with Mr. Salter that respective of the welfare of others about him."
". right and wrong are measured by the welfare In a sense, this. is trl'e, 'lnd 'we are entitled to
of the tribe or community," and that d in its credit for it, altbough Spencer, who is not
origin conscience was i~ social sentiment." strictly a philosophical Anarchist, promulgated
'l'bis is the Darwinian, Of, rather, evolutionary, this doctrine in the first edition of " Social
view of ethical sentiments and conceptions, but Statics. " Yes, we do affirm that the individual
it is wholly consistent with the doctrine of has the right to do with himself as he plea~es,

individual sovereignty; and Mr. Salter is irrespective of the welfare of others, and we
simply guilty of question-begging when, after claim that this right, or liberty, is essential to
statir1g this proposition regarding the meaning the' fare, Dot only of the individual members
of right aBd wmng, or the orirlin of social Ben- of SOCIety, but of the ,. SOCIal org4Dlsm " itself.
timents, ne immediately assumes that it is right Of course, the" social organism" is a fiction,
for" tile community" to force an individual Ibut what I mean is that the society which
to defend it, regardless of his own feelings in recognizes and respects this right is, under
the matter. The conclusion does Dot follow present industrial conditions, the fittest and tll(j
from the premise. It is true that everything one most certain to survive. Stt'ange to say,

wrong which is injurious to the community, "society" itself, speaking through its legis-
that everything is right which is beneficial latures, judges, and" public opinion," is gra·

auu necessary to the community. But whether duaH)" discovering the truth of the Anarchistio
a thing is or if! not necessary and beneficial to principle. ',Pha most enlightened States have
the community is it~l!>a.~~~i4tion... As I ~ave either abrogated anti-suicide laws, or re-
repe:ltt'dly JtJlljsted, the Anarchistic position, legated them to the lumber-room of dead-letter

3

legislation, 'This is a tacit adn~ission of the
abslll'llity of tile claim that au individual who
ha'l fOlllHl lift· a hlll'(kll and ellrse is hOlllJ/l to
live and suIT... r fOl' tlJP sake of" soeiety." The
wol'1d is, I fl-ar, tl'lHling Allarclt)'wal'd, and re
pudiating the !:!trL.t "social organism" thl'OI'y.
It does this in oli)dienee to the new sentiments
produee.l und/~I' the rl!/inw of indudtrialism, and
will do rnol'e in the same direction when its
ideas on tlle suhject hecome clearer and more
exact.

Indeed, ~h. Halter himself unconsciously re
treats from his position when he concedes to
Quakers and non·re,;istants the right to ignOl'e
society and refuse to defend it against invaders.
This concession is utterly unjustifiable on pl'in
dple. If men belong to society, have no
right to do with themselves as they please, and
are bound to subordinate their own interests
and inclinations to the welfare of " others,"
then no amount of " conscientious" scruples
can relieve an individual from the duty of
servmg society. Isn't it pl'eposterous to plead
conscientious scruples when the very exi'ltence
of the community is at stake, and when failure
to offer due re'listance means t.he annihilation
of evel'ybody, including the men who'le
scmpies prevent them from fighting? \Vhat is
the real meaning of the plea? The Quaker!:!
and non-resistants say to the community: " We
do not believe in killing, even in self-defence;
we prefer to risk being killed ourselves; and
we would rather have the community destl'Oyed
than attempt to resist invasion by physical
force." \Yhat beeomes of their duty to the
community? Willl\Ir. Salter ul'ge that they
have higher duties than those they owe to the
community? It would be rather difficult for
him to name them, I fancy, in view of his own
emphatic assertion that "right and wrong are
measured by the welfare of the community,"
~l,nd that it cannot be wrong for society to de
mand of individuals the doing of that which is
(ssential to social welfare. From his point of
view, the alleged" conscientious scr~:;1~8" are
malignantly anti-social sentiments, and the1
possessors are enemies of society. How C:-:T'

that be conscientious which violates" con
science "-tlte social sentiment, as ,Mr. ~alter

asserts?
The inconsistency is glaring, and. l\Ir. Salter's

only esezape from the dilemma is in the admis
sion that, whatever may have been the case in
the early stages of social pvohtion) to-day the

Iwelfare of society is be<1t, subservbd by respect
ing the conscientions scruples against violence,
sIlIce the existence of l':uch sentiments is one of
the strongest evidences of human development
and socialization. To say this, however, is to
imply that men no longer b( 'ong to society,
but are independent sovert:~~ I individuals, in
th(J sense that they have, (l' ..mght to have, the
liberty to do as they please with thems(~lves, ir
respective of the welfare of others.

Now, whi'n the Anarchist:, would ~xempt,

DOt only non.re8istauts, but all those who prefer
to commit suicide from oth~r motivt:s, or who
wish to defend themselves in their own way, Yr.
Salter is estopped from using against them the
argument that right and wrong are measured by
social welfare. The obvious anSWCt' which he
must anticipate is: Granted that right and
wrong are measured by social welfare t hut it
does not follow that a given course isl\~

to
it;.
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Mr. Varros's Ethics in His Way.
1in,t IfllCi'ltion that they ask t1wlllsl·ln's ii'l not
which of the various t'iOJutiolls propoto;ed offe'rH

\Vithout the sllIalll'st Ilt'Mi!'e to tllrn tIl(! tIll' greatel<it "alallel' of ad\'alltage, hut .\'Ilieh is
eoutl'OV(·)'t;y hetween l\lJo, Yal'l'os allll 1\11', Halter ill hal'lllolly with eljual JiJ)('J'ty, FI'OIll tIlill point
into a tl'iangul:u' OIW, I am, nevel'tllCless, ullder of view I am heartilJ with 1\11'. Yal'l'os in
tIl(! 1Jecl~ssity, in order to pI'eserve the integl'ity elaiJ:.iug that the test of jU8tiee is the proper
of Liberty's editol'ial policy, of tli8claimin!!, oue to apply to any sodal pl'Opositiou 01' pllilo-
sOl11e of the position!> now t&ken hy Mr, YI~rl'08. sophy, :inc} that MI'. I'alter's rule-of·thllrnh
As soon as I had read MI'. l'laIteJ"s aU8wer, I method implies ignol'ance of OJW of the founda.
fOJ'(~saw troublt\; for I knew that Mr, Yarroi'l, tion principles of flociety, But I do not adopt
in his rejoinder, would he ohliged to deal with the test of justice for .:\1J'. YarJ'Os'l' l'l'ato;ons. I
:Mr, Salter from the standpoint of fundanH'lItal do not hold that that which is just (\annot in
ethics, and in fUlll]am"'ltal ethics :1\1r. Yarrol'l any case he inexpedient. I hold that enwr-
and I arc as far apal't a8 the poles. Yet, as the geneies are liable to ari8e in the lives of men
controversy had heen hegun in the editol'ial and of societies when all principles except that
columns, it seemed, on the whole, the hetter of self-preSeJ'vlltion must be thrown to the
way to let it proceed thm'e, mill mend matters winds; that there are moments wben the eon-
as he~,t as I could by taking an occasional ex- tinuance of individual life and social relations
ception over my own signature. deperll18 on the promptness with which we

Let me say at once, then, that Libert)" dis- "iolate the very rules of conduct that in ordi-
sents from the doctrine propounded both by nary and normal times contribute most vitally
:Mr, Salter and 1\11'. Yarros that" right and to our ,,·ell-being. But it does not follow from
wrong are measured by the welfare of the tribe this that in the ordinary course of evolution we
or community," so far as this implies that there must, with every change of circumstance, sub-
is a single standard of right, observance of mit these rnies of conduct to a fresh weighing
which is incumbent upon all. If, indeed, the in the scales of experience 01' to fresh specula-
trihe or community were itself a personality; if' Iation a& to the advantage or disadvantage of
it l.ad such a thing as a sensorium or seat of acting upon them, any more than it would fol-
consciollsness,-then, truly enough, its right low from the possible necessity of inhaling a
and wrong would 1m measu~d hy its own wel- poisonous gas as an antidote t.o some 'other
fare, just as every individual's right and wrong violent poison sud(lenly taken into the system
is measured by his or her own welfare, But OIll that we must cousider the advisability of dis-
the lips of men who, like Mr. Yarros and ::\11'. ('olltinuing the hreathing of pure air in view of
Salter, reject the theory that society is an 01'- a threatmled epidemic of cholera. Now, ha\'-
ganislll and deny the existellCe of a social sen- ing satisfied myf;elf that equal liberty is as
sorium, the 1\'ords quoted above arc utterl~r essential to social health as is pure ail' to indi-
meaningless, the veril'st nonsense. 'l'he words. vidual health, it is enough for me, when COI1-

right and WIvllg, so far as they ean he looked fronted with a social proposition, to inquire
upon as expre~;sive of rational eoneepts, are whether it satisfies 01' goes counter to the 1'e-
simple equivalents of advisability and unadvis-- quirements of equal liherty. For these rl'asons,
ability of certain eOllrseS of condu(,'t viewed but llOt for those put forward by MI'. YarJ"Os, I
from the standpoint of tllC welfare of the CO)}- "tand practi0ally with 1\11', Yarros against :.Mr.
ceiver; and, as it is in tlw fundamental nature I Salter as to the method by which the subject in
of the conceiver to make his own happiness band should be tl'eated,
paramount and measure his conduct aceord- On the other hand, I admit that, if Mr. Sal-
iugly, and as there are as many conceivers as tel' has not readied t}Ult height from which the
thcl'e arc individuals, so there arc as many necessity of I'qual !B>crty to social life appears
rights and wrongs as there arc individual:;: with as an almost 8elf-evident tl'uth,-if, in' other
this qualifieatioll, howevcr, that,- when two or ' words, he eannot see that human development
more individuals agree upon a common line of is not to he seCUredlJy:'ing the hands and
eonduct as the one most highly advantageous, minds of non-invasiVl' nh ',I,-he is fully justi~

they unify right and wrong so far as they them- fied ill pursuing the rule-of-thumb method.
selves are coneerned, But in that case I put him in the category in
• Now, thl' lir<\CeSS of unification has been go- which I put the Illan who comes forward to

I ing on, at .juicker or slower pace, <hring the question the advisahility of hl't'athing pure aii'.
entire evolution of the human race; so that I am really to listen to either of them, when
there has eome to he, at the present day, a con- eithcI' "hall COUl(! forward with facts of sufficient
sidpralJle and, in regard to some things, a pre- tllument to make it wurth m~' while. l~ut, unlt'ss
dominant consensus of opinion in favor of the the8(' faets shall be overwhelming; unless thev
theory that one of the tendencies of evolution arc exhaustive, leaving no possihilit~r that ~

is to show that men, as a rule, best serve their othel" faets of importance IJave heen ignored;
own interests hy assuming the interests of all to unles~ the)' all point undeniabl~' to one logical
1JC harmonious instead of antagonistic, and h~' cOllcll1sion,-I shall refuse to ahandon (~ither

allowing, as a cOTlsequcnee, the freest play to eljual lihert~' 01' IIlU'(\ ait·, c"em thongh some of
individual exerciMe and development,-that is the fact.s cited I am unahle to explain. Anti,
to say, a coUt;cmmfl of opinion in favol' of the with all th.:'Ae contlitions se('mingly fulfille·tl, r
theory ti.:,t equ,'\l lihert~' is an ('sseutial condi- should rC80rt to authority and impnrit,Y onl~r

tion of the hlgl:"st social aehievemcnt, To tentati\'('l~", in half dillU'ust of 11lJ-" SN1~es auti
thOl'lC , -ho, having 'lttained this stage I)f nwntal my n~l\SOU, :lnd in con8tl\nt f(\a,' of tti8l\ste". It
dcvel0pment, are il.bl'J ~'\ ioin in t.his conl<ensus 8f'CUH to me tlmt that State Socialism ,,·hid,
of opinion, the idea of the (k'.\)endcn~!' of,\lcil\l tries to tldend itself h~' the claim that it doo.~

I
..p,rogress upon equal liberty is ~ ..\ ratbllal, and. not violate t~q~llll liberty is far mol'(' rational in
any idea to the contrary is 80 irra"ional, tlt:"l!' its method than this :S(lK~il\lilsm:.of.tll(1"C!tUI,it'.

having to solve any opecial s()cial p.ohlmn, the which }lh\~'s with

of the major
this will require

Y.

4

to sodal wei fa 1'(' lll'l'all~o HOmt' OIW aSHortM that it
is, 'VI! maintain tIlat thel'o is no hetter way to
S0cure l'iocial welfare than to reeog'niw tiw prill
ciple of the sor<~I'l'igllty of the individual Ovel'
hilll:'lt.Jf, and the l'ight of eneh to 10 aM lw
plt'asl~s within thl' limits of equal freedom,

Uefol'l: Ilroppillg' this part of the argument,
IN n\(' n·f",r again to tIlt' fllndamcntal 1{IJestion
of ri,ght IUlIl WT(.ng, I have t;aid that I agl'ee
with )11', Saltt'l' awl tilt! evolutionists that
" right 01' wron,!,;' has gl'nerally been what men
f(jlt they m1ght (;0, 01' might not llo, con
FlistelJtly with tho security and wf>lfnre of the
largl'l' aggregate," But I entirely dissent from
th·' conclusion that this implies the conseious
sllbjl'etion 01' sllhordination of individual in
terests to tho:'le of sodet.!', On the contrary,
'the individual 8u1J.~e/'l,'1!8 his own interests IJy
obeying his sentiment of justice, Pl'opel'ly un
derstood, the interests of the individual and tIle
aggregate are identical. The aggregate has no
l'xistence apart from the existence of the units.
Society is happy, prosperous, and free only
when its membei's are happy, prosperous, and
fn,'e, SocietJ, I repeat, is a scientific ab
~traction; there are only individuals. But the
conditioIls of happiness are the same for all of
thclU, 01' for all except those under-developed
pel'sons whose iustin('ts 01' impUlses are
pn'date'I'y, "~hcn we insist, then, on right and
just conduct, we insist ou that which is hene
ficial and necessary for all, and no slIl1jection
01' suhol'llination is contemplated. Societies
exist only lIel'anse the~' are agencies 01' mcans
of iudividual progress, Men surrender nothing
in entering society; that ancient fallacy is ex
1'1lHled, They gain in evcry way hy the social
relatioll, 'fIIPy are what the~' are in com:e
'{\lI'lIee of social conditions, Soei:::ty is simply
iudin!l't ('(;(Jpel'atiou for material, i ltellectual,
and moral developnwllt, and, if it ceased to
sullSl'1've individual pl'ells, it could not sunive;
Ill"11 wonl,l i"illlply abaudon the social state,

If thl's(~ propositiolls al'e sound, there is no
antagollism bl·tweeu social aiHl indi\'idual in-
t', rest:-;, That alone is good for " society"
whith is good fOl' all of its members, To ask
allY !lumber of iudividuals to sacrifice themselves
for" soeil'ty "-that is, for the rest of the
melllhership-ii" to deprin' them of every
motive fol' wishing to lead a social life, The
individual ha~ no need for society, if it does not
tend to incl'ease his happiness,

But how a1Jout the invasive, the men with
1'1','datory proclivities': it may he asked. A
llI'i11Hmt':" reflection shows that they are not n
(}uirell to saeriliee 01' f'ubord;nnte themselves to
i'oeiety, Thl'v ..rc merely required to respect
tile li;nits w]; i~~ll f!1'f!;'!J'!Jody is botlJal to observe,
thl' iimits ili"'()';t!d hy associative life. He is
allowed as 1111,;,:lj ~iherty as his neighbor 01'

fellow-mem1Jer, and prevented only from in
fringing ul,on the rig- 11 libert~' of others.
In no sen:o;e <:an this he ( .1Ied suhordination.
It i:- unfortunate for him that he is under
developed, and that his sentiments are anti
social; hut he is reqllit'ed to refrain only from
pursuing cours('s of conduct iuconsist.'nt with
the liherty of other men. He is denied
nothing which anyhody dse is permitted to
enjoy.

V{e come now
ity's title to relu'cserlt
a sCIJarate



of lier('(' light whleh the great writer poul'i.laround
tIl(~SC (Ilwf;tiolls. .. From the time of Nero, six indivi
duals were the sole proprietnrs of one·haif of Homan
Afriea. In the fifth century t1w wealthy families Imd
ineomes of no le'ls than two millions: some possesscd
as IIIllny as twenty thousaud slaves." Pl'Oudhon
(Iunlcs Pliny tiS saying: .. Larg<' estates havli milled
It:l1\-, alld al'e ruining the provinees." I would like to
quoie oue ()the!' most interesting and iustructh-e pas
R:1,' Irom Proudhon's second memoir on .. What is
p"operty '/"-a 'luotation from M. Laboulaye lind the
author's comments thereon-but I must let one sen·
tence sulllce: .. Gardens ann groves replaced the fields,
and the fr'ee population tIed to the tOWIl8.... One
day later and three huudred thousllnd starving lllen
walked the streets of Home: that was a revolution."

These men were denied the Single-Taxer's .. primal
God-given right" of tiJIing the soil. and Henry George
correctly affirms that at the time when this picture
was taken Home was rotting at the heart.

It would be interesting to hear ]\'11'. Hall's estimate
of the Renaillsance. Are we wrong in supposin6' that
the glorJ' of that great movement consists precisely
in its assertion of the rights of personal freedom,
freedom of thought, speech, and action? Are we
wrong in saying that the nameless iniquity of the In
quisition consists precisely in its denial of these rights 'l

I trust that Ill'. Hall will rewrite bis philosophy of
history to read as follows: "The sole security of any
society rests in the personal liberty which it aasures to
eacb of its individual units, and the epitaph is already
written on every nation which disregards the rights
of the individual. There is no power in the t',niverse,
neither in heaven or hell, which can confer immortal
ity upon inhumanity; a perpetuit)· of wrong is an im-
possible conception." Elnn~ l\I'CALL.

Future ,. Humanity."
[Translated from the German of ~ietzschcby George Schumm.1

When I look with the eye!! of a distant age toward
our own, I cannot discover anything more remarkal!le
in contemporary man than his peculiar virtue and ail
ment cl!!!ed "the historical sense." It is the begin
ning of something wholly new and stl'lloge in history j

given a few centuries 1)1' more. and this germ may at
length develop into a wonderful plant with an equally
wonderful odor, on account of which our old earth
would be pleasanter to live on than has hitherto he(:n
the case. We of the present time are just beginning
to form the chain of a future yery powerful sentiment,
link for link; we hardly know what we are doing.
It almost seems to us as if the case were not one of a
new sentiment, but one of the decline of all old senti
ments; the historical sense is still something so poor
and cold, and many Ilre affected by it liS by a frost.
and are made by it still poorer and coLler. To others
it. appears as the symptom of the approach of old age,
and our planet is to them a despondent invalid who,
in order to forget the present, records the histor)' of
his youth. Indeed, this is one color of this new senti·
me~t; whoso can feel the histoQ' of man collecth'elJ
as Ids o/I'n ldstol'!/ experiences in an enormous general.
ization all the sorrow of an invalid who remembers
his health, ot til!: vi'! man who recalls the dreams of
his youth, of th~ lover who loses his sweetheart, of the
martyr whose .deal is destroyed, of the hero un tlle
evening of thc nattle which decided nothing and
bl'ought him wounds aDd the loss of his fl'iend; but to
hear this trcmcud,)lls sum of varied sorrow, to be able
to bear it, and )'et prove the hero who, on the ap
proach of the second day of battle, greets the dawn
aud his fortune, as the man with a horizon of ages
before and after him, us the beit' of all the nobilit~· of
all past thought and the boUlld heir, us ut once tbe
noblest of all I\nClellt nobles and the first of a new
nohility whose like no age bas ever seen or dreamed of,
-to tak<l all tbis upon one's soul, oldest things, newest
things, losses, hopes, conquests, victories of mankind,
to hold all this at length in one soul and weld it into
one scnthllcnt.-tbis "'ould surely bave to result in 1\

happiness such liS llcWl' kuown,-a God't!J
happiness iull of fllll of tears lUld
of 1ttughter, 1\ th('8,!,~t even.
iug, contillullll~' intH lht, sct\Ofit's
incxhl\ustlble lIkc Ulc8un, Mis
most 0llUleut poorest
paddles wltl1 dh'it't! ,.,.,•• 'h,.....,••
would then be·....hll1milllit'f!......A~hlfl.U(~.~.J nr.'*''Ol,!l~:'ldli<f.
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lee; )lis8 Edith 1\1. Hohinson, of Bllttle Creek, Mich. ;
Miss II. S. Loveland. of Newllrk \'alll'r, N. Y.; awl
Miss Mllrgaret Hall, of Ornnge Park, Fill., with two
patrons of the sehool (white) residing in (lrallge Pllrl"
-wero all arrested hy the sheriff at Ol'llnge Park, Fill.,
011 Friday, the tenth of April, elull'ged with the
crime of teaching ~'oung people of t,,:o mees llIlller the
samo roof. They were not taken to jail, hut were
given until Monday-the intervening dllyS of 811tU1'(IIIY
and Sunday-to procure hail. This esteemed pastor of
the Congregational church in Ol'llnge PI\I'k, the most
worthy teachers, and the patrons are awaiting tl'ial for
this crime! find are only saved from jail by the bail
which has been procured for them. This is as far as the
State of Ii'lorida hns descended in its shame at present.

[This school has been run in open defiance of
the law referred to (which the missionary so
ciety claims is ullconstitutional and void) since
lust fall, as readers of Liberty will remember j

so at any rate the sheriff cannot be charged
with unsenmly haste in enforcing the law.]

CiviUzation and Liberty.
To tlte Editor of Liberty:

)'11', Bolton HaL's opinions in No. 332 completely
took my breath away. Thus he writes: "It appears
to me that nations ... have attained , .. to the very
highest phases of civilization, with almost no regard
for personal liberty or the rights of the individual."

I ask myself: how will this statement do as a com
plete philosophy of history I For aught that I have
ever heard or read, have ever learned by tale or his
tory, this proposed philosophy of history is completely
erroneous; in fact, it appears to me so ideallr false
that it all but demonstrates the possibility of special
inspiration to him who devotedly pursues error.
Would a true history of the rise and fnll of Athens
support Mr. Hnll's dictum? If memor;r disserve me
not, Pericles, standing at the very pinnncle of the
greatest of ancient civilizations, delivered an oration,
in which he pointed out to his fellow·Athenians that
the very essence of their greatness and the mark of
tllCir superiorit)- to all other Jleoples was in the greater
personal righti'> and duties of all the mellllJers of that
.• fierce democracie." 'What made Athens the eye of
Greece and the uncompanioned glory of the ancient
world, if. it was not the right which eacb one of her
citizens had to speak and do the thing he would,-a
right which conferred upon mankind the greatest
literature, dramatic. political, and ethical, that the an
cient world produced'! 'Was it not the beginning of the
end wh~m the people buried this right and Socrates.
the immortal midwife of the mind, in one g1'ltve '/

The Homan armies at last conquered those of
Greece, history revealing that this end was made
easy by the greater freedom of action possible to the
HomaD soldier as opposed to the cumbersome Mace
donian ph1l1aux which tied each soldier to several of
his fellows, thus sacriflcing freedom of individual ac
tion to the action of the troops cn ma.~,~c.

It is necessary t,o say to l\Ir. Hall that governments
are tolerated only so long as they exhibit some measure
')f regard for personal liberty and the rights of the in
dividual; when governments lose this regard, they
Iu,ve their day, and sooner or later cease to he. The
period of Home's undoubted greatness exhibits per
sonal liberty and the rights of the inrlividualllt their
maximum. The period of the deepest degradation
exhibits those rights at theil' minimum, when we see
that only ore person in all Home has any rights, the
wearer of the imperial purple, and hi!> right is-the
right to be flssassinatcd in his own bed; the later cm
perors would have been most unsutisfactor)- members
of 11Il)' life-insurance company.

Why did Home fall '/ What WI(S the source of the
dissensions which laid broad and deep the foundations
of her decline and fall '/ Prondhon quotes SnlIust as
follows: '" We cnll men and gods to witnesb,' said
the soldier!> of Catiline, who were Hallum citizens
with not n slave among them, 'that we hln'\~ taken
IIrms, neither against the country, nor to attack un)'
one, but in defence of our lives and liberties,
WretChed aud poor, most of us depl'lved of COllntry, all
of us of fllmB and fortune, l)y the violence and l:melty
of usurers, we have no rights, no propertJ', no liberty.' ..

Let us from Ilrourlholl, in the tbat
II. . may he led to

Florida School La,,~' Up to Date.
[American Ml~5ionarY,l

nev. '1'. 8. Perrr, of Limerick, 1\Ie. j lIr. O. Dickin..
of West Granville, :)l8SS.; Principal B. D.

of East Woodstock, Conn.; ltrs. B. D. How.

W('1'(' a toy.

Upon the <jlwstioll of compulsory eoi',pcration
in military defence I simpl~' note that this sort
of eompul!lOry (Joiiperation, like any other sort,
is a violatiun of {'cptal liberty, and there I rest.
III otht>t· words, I am interested in it only as a
tlwol't,tieal question,-one which helps me to
llIHlcrstand, explain, and illustrate what equal
liberty is. Pmotically I am too frequently
cOIll'ront('d with actual violations of equal lib·
l'rty to worry lUuch over this possible violation
'of it. As a practical question its decision must
always rest on the gravity of the emergency
which the occasion presents. Inasmuch as the
very Mnsideration of tile question contemplates
the. possil)ility of war even at the present day,
it seems to me that Mr. Yarros, who declares
that. despotism is the 00ndition of success in
war and who is not a non-resistant, is bound by
his own argument (though it is inconsistent
with his other argument that the just is always
expedient) to admit that a defensive war, ne·
cessit~ting compulsory cooperation, may be
justifiable and admissible. In that (lase }Ir.
Salter is entitled to remind him that his re
marks about the displacement of militarism by
indu~trialismare irrelevant to this practical ques·
tion of the moment, since the question itself is
an admission that such displacement has not yet
occurred, or is as yet incomplete. Mr. Salter's
willingness to exempt Quakers and other" con
scientious " non-resistants from military service
is laughably weak, and I concur in Mr. 'Var
1'013'13 criticisms upon· it. But, when }II': Yarros
says to Mr. Salter: "Isn't it preposterons to
plead conscientious scrnples when the very
existence of the community is at stake?" I am
tempted to turn upon :Mr. Yarros with the
parallel question: 'Isn't it preposterous to plead
equal libert,y when th~ very existence of the
community is at stake?

Notwith~tandingthe exceptions which I
have taken above, of course I join hands most
heartily with Mr. Yarros in his main cont.:..~iun

that none of the harmful things done by non
invasive men can injure others to a degree ap
proaching that in which others and all would
be an.] are injured by the policy of coercing
non-invasive men. But here again I must ex··
cept to his statement that to coerce the invasive
is not to require their subordination. Coercion
of the invasive is not tyranny, to bc sure; on
the contrary, it is defence against tyraI1ny.
Hut he w!'IO successfully defends himself against
a tyrant suhordinates the tyrant's wishes to his
own, just as truly as the successful tyr:mt sub
ordinates Lis victim. Anarchism is not the
doctrinc of no subordination; it is the doctrine
dlat none but the invasive should be subor
dinated. To say that restraint upon the pre
datory docs not subordinate their instincts to
those of the non-predatol'y, or to society if you
will, is to deceive oneself with words. T.

'Why is it that" Paragraphs" is not pub.
lished oncc a day, instead of once a month,
that I, like Zola, might flourish on a morning
meal of " green and slimy toad"? I am envi.
OilS of the great novelist.



Lamentations Against the State.
[OCI<I\"c ~[irbeau In Le Journal.]

Yest~rdaymorning appeared at my house a gentle
man wbom I don't know. Upon his iosistance that be
should be received at once,-for the affair of which he
desired to speak to me admitted, he said, of no delay.
-I ordered that he should be shown to my room. He
had a very good countenance, althoJgh he was sligbtly
agitated.

.. Pray excuse my indiscretion," he said to me, .. but
I am worn out, worn out, worn out" ...

., It is not physiological," I declared••• that a
healthy and virtuous man should be. worn out so
early in the morning. Unless you are a gambler or a
mke, it must be something very serious that orings
you here."

.. Vf'ry serious, indeed!"

.. Then what is it, :Monsieur?"

.. It is, Monsieur," answered the stranger, forcibly,
.. thtt I can no longer live in this stupid land of red
tape. I have enough of France, and I wish to be
naturalized as a Boer or a Hottentot. That is what it
is! "

.. But how ti "eS that concern me ?
do for you? " .

.. This. lIme. 8everine is away. ll. Hoory
Bauer has gone to carry the artistic gospel to the
southern shores of France. Of the few generous, com
passionate, and vehement souls who do not fear to tell
the truth to an imbecile and meddlesome society, you
are to·day~he only one to whom I c.an fraternally
pour out my rancor. I do not ask you for money, or
anytbing of the sort. I ask you only to listen to me
for a few minutes. Tben you will do what justice
seems to you to dictate. "

.. I am listening."
And the visitor spoke as follows;
.. I live in the suburbs of Paris, ill the open coullt.·•. ·ry.·••~

almost two miles from a telegraph·nffice. Coo.)
sequently my relations with Paris are not easy, aDd
cost me lUI much &II to deal with New York. It
tbat I should not be indulging in luxury, if ll"~
bave a telephone placed in my ~ouse. So IdOOhIed
subscribe. Do you follow IDe, lIoosieur?"

.. Perfectly."
"In the first place, they made~8ign>~

green, blue, yellow, red, alKlwbi~,ibeaP8of~
papcre, or which I undel'S~~()thittgatall,~
tl.at, befm ~ anyt.bing could beset ioolOtion,I_...
pay down h certnln sum of m611ey,-:-to$OOure
ing, no doub~. lpald,andl Wllited. Asl
bave beenforg,'lttell, I~~Plt~;~ulottie

tlon, aakiDg. U~:Ol','"I',e)~,'., /O.. f'iil$t&llatiott .lJe...bep.·••• ··· ••
rt:,'Ce.i.ved t1.lis an~~!:>y .... () .... '" .•·...i.... ·.·.·.. i ••·»

'."~,()\VIII.be.gin.tbat"'orIt,When the Ill.~ptki
fsfinlshe<\·'>i > > .... ••••.•. .

"lwt\s Dota·ll
"'Anil

dO£;'llllltie 1I!)sNtiou that my eOJlllllt'ut Uppll )f,r'~<llt~r's

nddn'ss I'CdUI!I'd t1w t5iuglc Tax to Il very iosi,;Qincant
a/rail', I 1I111 still IlS much as ever of the opinion, tirst,
tllllt the chid end to whieh the Single·Tax theory is
dil'ected is the aholition of laud speculation j secondly,
that it. I\'oulll he elfd:tive to that end; and, thirdly,
that theeeuring of that end would be, not indeed a
.. plluaeea," but the gl'eatest of all means at prestmt
praetieable and fellsible for the amelioration of our dis
tressing eeonomle lind social conditions.

I Illll sorry to be cllUlSCd by you among the dan·
gel'Ous opponents of liberty, for I hold it to be the one
thing of supreme importance to mankind. But, seeing
UHlgS so differently, I must be content to fall under
th,~t unfavorable opinion.

It may not be amiss for me to say, however, that I
am l\ firm believer in the right of all men to equallilJ·
erty, and that the only justif:cation which I find forthe
government for which you find none is the necessity of
IlmHiug the liberty of each so that he may not infringe
the equal liberty of every other.

The State, which does more than thus to protect
the equal liberty of its citizens, is usurping power,
but the prevention, by the Single Tax or otherwise, .of
the monopolization of natural opportunities and the
consequent interference with the equal rights of citi·
zens to such opportunities is such a protection of equal
liberty i mejudice! Very truly,

ED\\'AltO OSGOOD BROWN.

,._--,-~ ..~-~_ ..-_ .._~---------------

in n

great advlUltage to ldl In!'·" ' ". if; WI ,i fUl!'lIlell 01' 1101.,

it certainly was 1\' vcry g; ·.,a' I•.c< tl.l l'll lu'gllllwnt
aguinst the importance of our IhCl'I'Y that it omitted
till reference to this (~ardil\l'; pi"0p0'li rlol1 of Olll' whole
sehool, Mr. Salter WIlS presunu:l~!)' 1fi(~eti!Jg tlw al'gu·
meuts which Single TaxerK 1111 vatlct,-that uatural
opportunities woulll be frecd uy the adoptiou of the
Single 'fILX. In doing so he omitted ILII refcl'euee to
the one fundlulle!ltal proposition UplJU which that argu·
ment is based, und to point that fact Imt., even without
cntering upon a discussion of the position at all, was
suttlcient to seriously discredit the effectiveness of his
address.

But I go farther: ~Ir. Yarros very cavalierly dis·
misses th6 proposition that, if land specuhLtiou were
destroyed, the demand for labor would be great
enough to give work and wages to the army of the un
employed, and to raise tile rate of wages of those who
arc already employed, by saying that" no one can
advance such a preposterous claim." With all clefer·
ence to his ability and fairness, I do not in the first
place regard the claim as " preposterous"; and, in the
second, I know that it i,~ advanced by lllany able llUd
highly rational men. From his further statement that
wherever it IS profitable to improve land it is generally
improved without compulsion of the Single 'fax, and
that the evil of land speculatirJn is confined to new and
undcveloped countries, I entirely dissent. Single
Taxers do not propose to abolish the ownership of
hInd in the sense of abolishing pri vate titles, but they
do propose to abolish that ~hich makes of the private
ownership of land a great source of economic evils,
and of discouragement to its use and improvement.
That which does so make the present system of private
ownership of land thus evil is the encouragement of '
land speculation which it affords. 'Every untilled
field, every unused mine or quarry, within tpe limits
of a civilized community, every vacant lot in every
citY,-and I submit that there are vacant lots in every
city of the world,-affords proof of this. When a
man who owns land may accumulate wealth by doing
nothing with the land, improvement is discouraged
and retarded. If the possessor of land had to pay the
vulue of it every year as ODe holding it upon ground.
rents does, he would have to improve his holdIng in
order to profit by it, and no man can improve land
without the employment of labor. It is not true, as
it seems to me, that the rent of land, when paid to the
State under the Single·Tax system, would be as great
as it is when it is paid to private individuals. The
constant discounting of the future by persons who ex
pect land values to rise, and look to accumulate for
tunes because there will be a gr~ater demand there
after than now for the nse of the land which they own,
raises land values in every part of the civilized world
with:>Ut exception, and land values are but the capital·
izati(ln of ground rents. We hold that all ground
rentll would fall under the Single-Tax system, und
that a great deal of land-not a small and trifling
amount" as Mr. Yarros seems to think-would be·
come practically free land. It is bOt necessarJ that
the entire body of laborers shQuld be given access to
free land, to raise the wages of labor. If but a small
percentage of all the laboring men of the world found
free access to natural opportunities, competition
would reAult between cmplo~'ers for liberty. instead of
as now between laborers for employment.

I know very well that many hold the belief tbat,
however opportunities for labor might be freed or In·
creased, the increase in popUllltioll would prellQ always
upon the means of su!tsistl'llce, but 1 am not a lIal·
thusian, and do not propose to enter upon tbe discus
sion of that proposition in this letter.

Nor can 1. go into the question of whetber land
. ,;peculation could be abolished by what Mr. Yliorros

calls tbe simple and direct WilY of r\!fusing to recog·
nize titles to unoccupied Ilnd utlused land. I can only
say that it IJeems to me that tbe Single Tax Is the
method beat adapted to our circumstances and to the
conditions of life around us at present for limiting
possession of hInd to Its use. By making it unprofit
able to hold land except for URfl, It would make it eco
nomically impossible for tnen Whold more tb&n
could be used tQ advantag~,whlle COilStit,Utlng e!erY
man his own judge of the amount and the charaeterof
the land. that he c~~I~ 8O.lUI'e'
Ido~otexpect .~~~a~ge!r',!~~ros's opini~nby

these fe wot'dsbutldealretoi rot.eatagahlst his

But I-who love the wood and st.ream,
The winning voice of Day and Night,

Aud man and beast, and Art and i3ong;
Ami fain would wander in a dream

Of life und love, and seek delight
In gentle moods, forgetting wrong,

.Musing o'er mellow sunsets, lost
In contemplatiou's misty deep,

I, who would ever seek to find
The mystery that lurks behind

Fuir nature's apparition, must
Into this bitter warfare leap,

'fhe unaccustomed steel upon me bind,
And, facing Hell, give biting thrust for thrust.

WiUimn WalHtein 6oHlak.

Anarchist.
A!l one UpOIl 110 missioll hellt

I ('allll"--1I11 sacerdotal ('ause
Su vo .i list W Ii ve hy lIature's lu W8.

And her dir('ct lll'hitrllllwnt.
To hold ill aWl'; to please mysdf,

AlaI thus the w(Jrld a service (10;
To thri vc devoid the greed of pelf,

The product of my labor mine i

To worship ut the hallowed shrine
Befitting me, and love the lIew,

Whieh is the old unveiled agailJ;
To crouch to none, to crave no sway.

But inward from the leagues of blue
To drink the gladness of the lively day,

To dwell in peace, and bear no fruitless pain,

In Defence of the Single Tax.
JIy deal' oll/'. Tucker:

I am much plellsed at the kind words of yourself
and Mr. Yarros concerning me in the issue of April
18, and I think it a very fair shot that you give me in
saying that the thought that the matter of Mr. Ste
phenR's remark was not worth mention is one that
might well have occurred to me at an earlier stage of
the proceedings. I wisb to say, bowever, that I never
feared a quarr~l, and used tbe word •• misunderstand·

. ing" in a much stricter and more accurate sense than
you gave me credit for. I wanted 1"11'. Stepbens to
know exactly what I had written you, in order that no
two of us might hereafter. about this matteI', seem at
cross purposes, one misconceiving what had pa~sp.d

between the other two. Of course I have nothi[j.~

further to say upon the subject of my previous letter
to you. III'. Stephens and you will undoubtedly take
care of it.

Nor have I any excuse to offer for the treatment of
~Ir. Yarros at the Chicago Single Tax Club, if Mr.
Trinkaus is accurate in his report. I was not present,
but I know enough of Mr. Yarros to know that what
ever he said was worthy of, and should have re
ceived, not only courteous, but attentive and thought
ful considerai.ion. I beg, however, to differ from Mr.
Trinkaus in the implication which he makes that in
tolerance and incivility are always signs of defective
intelligence and ability, and, were it at aU germane to
the argument, which I do not hold it to be, I could, I
think, describe to him scenes at meetings of Anarch·
ists where courtesy and respectful hearing of op
ponents' arguments have been wanting. But, like
lIr. Stephens's remark to me about the meeting be·
fore the Art Club, I do not think the" matLer worth
mention."

I am. however, disposed to say a word concerning
llr. Yarros'" criticillm of my remarks when Mr. Salter
read his paper Oil the Single Tax before the Economic
&'Ction f)f the Chlt:lI.go Ethical Culture Society. Ido
not propose to enter into aDj' long ~rgument or~.ls

cU'.lSion of it, for I have not .the time to do so,.. but I
cannot admit that my~s~e.rto:Mr.~l~r'spropoal.
tions that under the Si~gle Tax t~~!C'would be no free
land, but simply land<taxedup~tbehighest rental
vahw, and that under~t.sy~~.:l~borwould have to
pay for Isnd to tbeState;e~l.=~.c.~muchlUI it hasto
p~y to pri!ate landl?~~~Jl"~<~eI&kora failure.. I do
not tbink Hr.O¥arrosllbowsbisusual acumen and force
in so regal'dingit:

III thefirstplac~r'</'/;"'//N n~t.the beU~fofll,ll
Sh.lgl~Ta~~rs(sofar< ...lknow)t~~t thedeatructiCiD
of~~I~ti~iu b~~ght.e
adoption of tbe would.be
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purpOSI! of /.{ettillg through them. Even let.tt!l'll frum
people W'IO IIlLVI' 110 tall'llt for writillg mm lHl utwful In
this wlLy,-b.r laelping to Ilmw litt(lutiou to the IcHers
of bettH writers.

MOl'lLI: .Joiu the COl'pS,
Target, 8(lction A.-" Haily 0I01H·... 242 Wilshillgtoll

Street., Boston, Muss., 'lIl SlJnduy, Muy a, publisllt'd
ILII iuterview with ,John Turtler, t1w English Auul'(,hist·
COll1lllllllist., who eUllle over to hell' )Jowhrtty
convert Ameriea t.o thut faith and has gUlw bll(:k
aguin, 'l't\rner is t1eserlb('(i us a plelLl;aLnt, resl'eetubl,··
seeming Ulan, presidcnt III' the United Hhop Assistunll,'
Uulon of London. Ill, is quoted UK suying:

I find a deal of Allul'ehistie sf)nUnwut IUlloUg 0\1111'1"
iellnl!. even among those who would be the hu.t to elLlI
thenUlelves Anurehist.s,

Anurchlstic: idells ure c(!rt.aillly sprl'uding In Eng·
hUll I. The Sociullst idea, which is mudl stronge\' aUlI
elearer, more definitely Soeiallstic tl1lLII here, Is COil,
tinuully furnisiling re(!rnits to the mnks of tbe Auarch
ists. The more extended the Soeiulist movemeut
gl'OWS, the less violent It bl!l:ol1Jes.

It started us a revolutionary mOVilll1ent ten or iift.el)ll
years ago In England, but just in proport.ion us it has
entered the politicalaf(mll, it has dropped its old in·
tel'est in the poorest and worst·oJf sl~etion in sodety,
the reul proletariat, and t'aters to t.he small shop.
keeping and better-off working c1lL8s "Iernent, in the
hope of c:atching votes lit election titl.(~.

I thiuk highly of the organized labm' movement of
EIIg'llInd, and my best hopes urtJ (:entred upon it.
Upon the whole, it is mpidly advILllcing in Ideus.

Eight yeurs ag(rSoeialism WI!.S ignored; now tlte lirst

IH'iJlf'il'les of Socialism ure the ideals thut animate the
ahor world, lind, b(!st of ull, it has not heen married to

politiC:1l1 action. liS in GermlLllY.
Anarchists' priudples arc comparatively new to the

1<jngllsh trnde·uuioJl1st8, but their illlluence is IIlrelldy
being felt.

The" new" trude union movement of live or six
)"l'lLl'S ago WIIS mainly political, and Is already a spent
force. In Its young strength it carried things by
forcc, and gllined many advantages for uuskilled labor
by the big !.'trikes It carried through succclISfully.

But, clll'L'ying the poison of political action us .. the ..
remedy, it slackened down to politics and impotence.

Influenced by Anarchistic teachings, the tmde unions
lire beginning to see that It Is only by direr:t ILction ou
t;1C part of the workers as a clallS against the employ·
ing anel exploiting class that any Improvement can re
ally be galued.

He WILS converted to Anarchist·Communism lIy the
executions at Chicago.

On Monday, MILY 4, the" Globe" report.ed lL MIL)'
Day demonstration Slonday night, IIddressed by .Mow·
bray, Turner, Most, lind several others. Its description
of the meeting Is ILS follows:

It was a cosmopolitan and polyglot. audience, very
much in earnest and with 11 dcfinite idea of the pur
pose of the meeting. 'I'he curd of lid mission was
headed, .. Workingmen of the world, unite," aud the
gathering wasaunounced as the" }<'lrst grund lIlLY Day
demonstration by the Anarchists of Boston."

Show why popular dread of Auarchism Is unrea·
sonable; that Anarchism should receive the same re
spectful consideration, with the expectlltlon that some·
tblng may be lellmed from it, as Is accorded to
NatioOlliism and other socilll movellllmts. Advlsc peo
ple to get their ideas of Anarchism directly from An·
nrchlst8, instead of from anti·ADlm:hist accounts and
from their own Imagination of what it must be like,
Uccomrn(!nd Llherty. Be brief.

Section B.-U. Tanner, Callnon Falls, .Minn., much
interested in proportional reprcscnt~ltionand In giving
.. eVllry one his fair slulr., of "md," writes in the
Minneapolis" Times" of April 6, ill part. lUI follows:

This IS I'm' 'fllxpayer who wrote in llUlt Mooday's
('(lition: he is t.ruly in IL pitiable ellvironment; like
tlJousl\l"ls of others in the same predicament, be knows
not which WI1~' to turu; he lin... in tltll court of King
MIL,iol'.ity, wlwre furtf·nine must sllbnlit to the will or
tlftyofle rogues ami tools. He might evolute out by
tlitl prol~ess of proportional reprt.'IlClltatlon; or be .
mlgllt move Gn to 1lvc acres of land (1 would DOt ad·
vise much Itl88 than tllllt) and grub his living Ollt of
tbe lOll, He ntlt.'d not be deterred by that Junta of
seventy·eight farmers of Ottertail couoty, wbo Wtlf'(\ so
agreeably entertained by tbel::ltat.e agricllltllOO schoof.
By the WI\Y, wbat is the 1'L'MOn we cannot get O\If M~i·
entitic fal'mefll to Iltlttle tlte fact of bow much land wm
8upport, a family? It 8t.'em$ to me that lite Stptemigltt
eXI)erlment. for the small.fanner as ",cllu.fUl'tbehLl'l~
farUler, Is it well for the individm&t to wait fortbe
decision of tho State in mattiraof pe~1"~.t?
Now, admitting that liveaores of.. lADd DlY.. 11."1!.•.1'
clent to IUpport a family. let \18 8Il..Ytht\t~~t)t'
thelltlllevellty.eifh! fannershu\~mdtllt\drtld~,t)f
land; this \\'0,,1< be en Inl\ke hom-for',.I fatuille8,-'l~he a bole nialpop\\Jl\ti

Why I believe in the Anarchist Letter· Writing
Corps:

}<'ourth rellllOn-becllUsc our shots will receive more
attention aDd more respect if several are cn'.leentrated
OU a single target thAn if t.hey go one at a time. Th
average man will at fil'llt regard AUllfchism lUI a wild
,illt notion of DO impo!tance j but, when he finds tbat
.>Dumber of men are after him on this line, he will
l~gin to feel that it hlltl lOme little Importance, and
t,hat it concerns know what tbese men are talk.

to read the lettefll for
ull1dct'8W,nd:ll1g them, instead of for tbe

Anarchist Letter-Writing Corps.
Tbe Sccretnry wants every render of Liberty to seud

in his name for enrolment. Those who do so thereby
pledge themselves to write, when possible, a letter
(1very fortnl¥.ht, Oil Anarchism or kindrNI subjects, to
the" target' assigned In Libert.y for that fortnight,
and to notify the 8('cretal'y promptly in cuse 1'" auy
fallure to wrhe t.o a larget (which It is bl'I'.d wlll nCJt
often occur), or In case of t()mporllry or perman/mt.
wlthdrawnl frolll the work of the Corps. All,
whether members or not, arc Ilskcd to losc no oppor.
tunity of informlnlZ: the secretlLry of suitllblc t.arg('ts.
Address, HT";I>IIY.~ T. HYlNU't'ON, !<'Iushillg Institute
~'lushin~, N, Y. '

('nl'llIi,'s, \\hidl I'lln lIP ll\'I!J'('onw hy hilt mw mellllS,
lIit:otiJW. YOIl IUlow that t.he :::ltllte IlIlJnol)()l\zes tlw
nllLnufadul'l' 111111 slIll' of this sllhstanee. Now, yOll
wink that. 011I' hilS ollly to walk into tho 8tllte IIhopalu}
slIy:

" , A qll'Lrl, of nicotilw. if you please.'
.. 'Vhllt 1L lIliStlLlw! Thl!l'e. too, the eompllellt!olls

111'1' slIl'Il that, liS a gelwl'lll thillg-, olle pl'del'lI to lose
his ('I'0JlS rat.her t1J1Ln to go thl'ough the t1iscolIl'llging
I'rOI'I!dlll'l' wllieh the State forc()s upon YOll. Listen
l'lIrdll IIy, You wish a (Jllart, of nleotirw, we will SlLY.
First. you pres(Jllt yourself lIt the tobllcl:O factory lit,
the Qlllli II'OrslLY, Them you IIt'e led from ollice to
otlke, where you must show that you lire a hort!·
eulturist, all agriculturist., II witwgrowel', or a druggist,
--these being" the only e1asses of citizens to whom
nit:otiue is delivered. This shown, they glvc you IL

little pllper, with which you prescnt yourself at, the 01
tlce of the collector of Indirect taxcs in your communI. '
This fUlwtionary, llftcr having made you puy into hil
strong,box the price of the qUlLrt in question, hllnds
rOil, ill his t.urn, another little paper, with which y011
11I'I'SI'lIt yOllrself again at the fuctory at the Qual
Il'OrsIlY. A new pl'olllenude through the emccs, where
they rise, uuthenticate. homologate, und stamp this
paJle\' on !he back. on the front, I/mgthwise, crosswise,
dillgonull)', squurely, circularly, /Lnd triangula\'ly; uf·
tl r which, equipped with this talisll1ll1l, you are sent
to a hmnch establishment in the Hue Nltot, where,
lIfte\' going through a sucriticial ritual, symbolical and
IlInlJolical, this pultry quurt of nlcot!ne Is at Illst de·
livered to y~·I. 'fhat takes three days. AmI so with
everything. dear, generous, compassionate, uud
vehement writer. I cannot risk a step, test a wall,
prnne IL tree, transport earth or drink, or perform the
silllJllt·st act of domestic life, without the Stute's inter
vention, now to prevent me from doing what I wallt
to do, always to rob me of my money and my time.
I~or we do not lay sutllclent stress on this tax of lost
time with which the State overwhelms us. It Is
fl'ightful! ..

1- tried to console my visitor, and I said to him:
.. Do not be 80 downcast,. The hour of social jUiltlce

and Individual liberty will soon strike. ThanK God l

the Soclulists .1.I'e gaining grov''ld every day. A few
months more, a few days perhaps, and we shall enter
Into the infinite joys of the promised land, 1.<'01' the
udmirable Socialist.'l, Monsieur," ...

But at this word" Socialists" my visitor uttered a
cry of terror, nnd he bounded about In my room like a
frightened cat.

.. The Socialists! .. he cried. .. The State-baker, the
State·lmtcher, the State· tailor, the State.lronmonger,
the State·farmel', the State·Everything I You do not
drelLm of that. To rise, to eat. to work. to urinate,
to copulate and procreate, all at the slime hoU1', at the
sound of the same bell, to the tlLP of t.he same drum I
No, no; you have decided me. I hesitat.e no longer.

'I'm oiL I become a Hoth,;.tot. !<'arewell!"
And he disappeared behind the door, so quickly

opeued and so quickly shurli.ain that I thought that
be had vnnislled through ~IC wall, like a ghost.

my nHlrnlitr, Ill)' fort IInl', my pollt.lelll opinlolll> ': '
.. 'COUll!, ]\(on:;i!'ul', you IUt' lIelthcr Il Bdgilln, II

KlIlllr, or II Mlltllhd,', lIud 'y0ll kuow vcry well thut till'
1<'rcneh atlministrntioll ('111I tlo nothing whlltever with·
out 1111 In\'l'stlglltion, That CIUIStJII dcluys, thllt unnoys
p('opll!, thnt throws things into confullion, Thllt ill
whllt is needt!d!'

"I rl'sigll('d mysl'1f to t1w sltUI1UOll, and anotlH'l'
month PIISSI·l!. As nothing camc, I wellt IIgllln to tho
ndminlstmtloll.

" , Ami tlmt investigation 1" I ask(!(l.
.. , 1'lw investiglltion is 1Inlsh('d, But II tOlllpliCII'

tion hall ariseu, We life at loggerheuds with the tie·
pnrtlil('lIt, of bridges and roads,'

.. , With the dCpllrtllll!llt of hridg(ls llnd rouds '/ YOIl

IIstonlsh llIe gn'IIUy, WhLt, pmy, hilS the department
of LJridg('s anti !'Oulls to do with Illy telephone '/'

... Your line hlls to cros,~ one of the Seine hridges,
hilS it not '/ Well, the depllrtment of hrldges and
foud is oppmllld to this crossing, Or, lit least, it. is
studying the question. Nllturlllly we do not lit ILII
llgf(~e with thelll ... and they do not agree III, ILII
with us'

.. , Ah i And thllt may last a long time?'

.. 'W(1 cannn; tell. Two months, three llIonths,
p('rhllps six months. I could point you to a very
curious caSe where we had to squahhle with the tie,
partment of bridges for fifteen months, It is wry
fuuny! '

... It is idiotic and absolutely embarrassing. The
deplLrtment of bridges and rOllds is " State institution,
is it uot? And so Is the department of posts lind
telegl'llphs, I suppose 'lOver what, then. CILU they
squabble, as yOIl suy ?'

.. 'Why, my dear und beloved taxpayer. if State
Institutious did not s<} uubble am, mg themsd VeS and
over Yflur back, what would they do, I ask )'nu '/ If
all weut well, there would be no more ndministrution.
One would think, indeed, Umt you had just come buck
from ChintL!' ,

.. , \Vould to IWlIvell that I hnd gone to thllt free lind
civilized country! Be sure that I would uot have
come bn<:k.'

.. At the end of the fourth mouth ... do )'011 8tlll
follow me 1"

.. Perfeetly."

.. At the end of the fourth month I witnessed the
nppearnnce of a gang of workmen, who set the poles
tlml fnstt~ned the wires with methodical moderation.
It remained only to put In the apparatus, In accordalice
with all tbe requirements of thtl rep;ulations, in the
wILy of which sl)me new Impediment-I forget what
-intNlH)sed to oelay the finallnstalhltiou thrr!e weeks
more. At Inst, after innumerable aud uuforeseen
movements buck aud forth, the telephone WILS in my
house. It cost me very dear. I had to pay for tlte
installation, tlwn the amount of the monthly suh·
scription, and, tinnily, whnt they cnll a 'provision';
for I pay not only the subscription, but ILlso for each
telephonic COIIll' ',unlcatlon,-doubtless to simplify
book· kel)ping aad bureaucratic functions. It would
he f('lllly too simple to unify the subscription price in
a tehphonic circuit. There would be no more ad·
minlstflltlon, as the ollicial said."

.. Well, now YOl\r telephone is lu operation, and yOll
arc eontent 1"

.. Not so fast. Do yOll know what happens to me ?
Ah! it is cxtl'l1ordinlLry! 'Veil, this Is what happens
to me. Properly sp('nking. I have but half a.tele·
}Jhom:. I mean by tbat that, wlwnever 1 like and In
proportion to the importance of my 'provision,' I can
eomJlluuicate w~th Parls, but that Paris ClLnnot com·
municate with me. Whenever }Jaris asks tl) <.~om

munlCaltl, the person appointed to attend to this exer,
chIC inquires:

.. • Have you a provis!on ?'
"'No.'
.. , Nil ? Then good evening.'
.. Alltl in vain does Pari. ring, in .vain docs Paris

(:all. They do not uvcn auswer Pan.. •And every day
my trllephonc remalnsu silent as ifXIbad a log of
wood on my desk. What would you hue Ole do ?
use It for 1& Dlatch·bol/'

The.gentleman Pl\cea.••·••f~Ver!sh.}lY'.UPand d(lW~D1.y.••.
room.} .}> ...</. .. <.<.

,. Au()tber tblng 1"~/~lI"c~at~.ed' .''I have~~k!~~!l:
larlll&Jj~i~laDt.ltcein.~~)ga~~~~i!!y/troos~~~:Witt
arelltWeked by all IONofjll\'lItble ADd dcv()uri
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of )hIllCllpolls. But, whell we reflect tbat the eOIll'
l'lOU flUlllcr is growling hemuse of bis scanty protlts,
lind is llsking for specla! I('gislation, we must come to
tlw conclusion thut f(>018 lind rogues urc very plenty In
our populatioll somcwiwl'l!. Tuking the hl'OlUl pro·
position thl\t intf'rcst, rent, and tuxes nre burdens im·
posed by the rogllcs upon the fools will help us con·
siderahly in fliscrimilluting these two cltlsses; Ill;:
thell we IlI'C In the com! of King Mnjlil'ity, andnrll
not allowed to follow our indi\'itllll1l jUllgl: cnt, Let
us at least illlpw\,(' 0111' opportunity for fl'l'C eXIH'l'ssion
in the" Times,"

Show how we ellu escape the rule of the majority
mol'c thol'oug-hly than hy proportional reprcsentation,
and hoi\' this will stop t()I) imposing of these" Illl1'llcus
on the foo!8 ", rl~commellllour literature.

S'rEPHEN T. BVING'roN.

INSTEAD

A uniqne ll<l,Utillll to the pamphlet literat.\lre of Anarchi8m, In that
It a~~llilg the Illllrulit)' 81l)lel'HtitlOu 118 t.he foumllltion of t.hc yarlontl

~~,l:,~n~;~t f~~p;;\"~llr~\"I~'i~~~~~ill~fo~I'I.J~~I~~i itli~~1ll~~ir?::hl~~~lse~
pages.


