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Although one may question some of the
assumptions of Calikoglu & Bond, the
methodology is quite useful. They could
perhaps also have explained better how
their model hangs together and how
some of the data were obtained. '° A later
version of the paper by Bond and others, !
essentially presents slightly different
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versions of the same underlying results.
In that version, the presumed savings
that they argue can be implemented -

49 percent reduction on private sector
costs — are even more unlikely, like their
assumption thata NHIwould dramatically
reduce avoidable mortality (e.g. from 151
to 0 per 100,000 from tuberculosis, 134
to 4 from other infectious diseases, and |}
85 to 1 for respiratory diseases). |

Estimating the Financial Cost of the NHI Plan
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