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free john graham!

fight for freedom!

John remains in prison awaiting trial in Rapid City, South Dakota. His 
court date has already been post-poned three times. 

John’s legal defense is in urgent need of funds to contribute to the costs 
of legal council and to cover the travel expenses of witnesses going to the 
trial in South Dakota. Information about where to send greatly appreciated 
contributions and ideas for fundraisers can be found online.

the indian wars continue!
John’s trial date is set for 
November 29th, 2010 
Rapid City, South Dakota. 
For updated information:

grahamdefense.org
ourfreedom.wordpress.com

A booklet with more info 
can be found at:

anti-politics.net/distro/ 
2009/freejohngraham-
read.pdf
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Richard marshall acquitted!
An all-White jury in 

Rapid City, South Da-
kota, took less than two 
hours on April 22 to re-
turn a not-guilty verdict in 
the trial of former Ameri-
can Indian Movement 
(AIM) member Richard 
Marshall (of the Lakota 
Nation) in connection to 
the murder of fellow AIM 
member Anna Mae Pic-
tou Aquash. The Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) claimed Marshall supplied 
the gun used to kill Aquash.

The jury found that the evidence 
provided by prosectution was too 
weak to convict Marshall. 

Key government 
witness Arlo Looking 
Cloud, currently serv-
ing a life sentence 
since a 2004 convic-
tion of aiding in the 
murder of Anna Mae, 
gave inconsistent tes-
timony. In addition, 
Looking Cloud was of-
fered a reduced prison 
term in exchange for 
his co-operation as a 
witness. Other govern-

ment witnesses, journalist Serle Chap-
men and Darlene Ecoffey (formerly 
Kamook Banks) were handsomely 
paid for their work as informants, rais-
ing the already glaring question of reli-
ability as impartial witnesses. 

This is a victory for Richard 
Marshall who has already served 
24 years in prison for a murder he 
plead innocent to. He only recieved 
parole in 2000, after taking respon-
sibility for the murder years later 
while in jail.

We can only hope that the shaky 
testimony of governement witness-
es and the proceeding acquittal of 
Richard Marshall bodes well for the 
upcoming trial of John Graham, ac-
cused for the murder of Anna Mae. 
Looking Cloud and Darlene Ecoffey 
are expected to testify at the up-
coming trial of John Graham. 

 Graham was formerly scheduled 
to stand trial alongside Marshall, 
however, his case was separated  

May, 2010
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and moved to South Dakota 
State court because the US 
federal government did not 
have jurisdiction over him 
regarding a crime allegedly 
committed on the reservation. 
Graham’s new co-accused is 
fellow former AIM member, 
Thelma Rios, and the trial is 
scheduled to start November 
29, 2010. 

Free john graham!
In 2003 the US government charged Vancouver resident, John Graham 

with the 1970’s execution style killing of his friend and comrade in the Ameri-
can Indian Movement (AIM), Anna Mae Aquash. 

In 1976, the body of Anna Mae was found on the Pine Ridge Indian Res-
ervation. This era on Pine Ridge is known as “The Reign Terror” referring 
to the upwards of 60 murders of traditional Lakota people, AIM members 
and their supporters. At that time, a US backed paramilitary group called 
the GOON’s (Gaurdians of the Oglala Nation) were shooting up homes and 
vehicles, trying to decimate the spread and strength of indigenous rebellion 
and to secure the government’s economic interests in the region.

In the 1990’s, Graham states that US law enforcement personnel visited 
him four times. Each time they attempted to get Graham to falsely implicate 
former AIM leadership for the murder of Anna Mae Aquash. He says that on 
their final visit they told him if he didn’t co-operate he would face the charges 
himself. He refused. 

As John said,  before he was extradited from Vancouver in 2007, “I am a 
warrior. I was a warrior when I first went to South Dakota and I’ll be a warrior 
this time when I have to go to South Dakota.” Solidarity with John means 
carrying on with the struggle that he is part of, for the land and our lives. 

John’s current mailing 
address at Pennington 
County Jail:
John Graham 
307 St. Joseph Street
Rapid City, SD 57701 
- USA - 
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