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It s 1like when you're thirteen, and you go ghost
hunting at the mansion they say is haunted...
...except all these ghosts have big guns.

It has now been a month since I hitchhiked 2000
miles acress the country te sunny Miami, Flerida.
But even in retrospect I am haunted. When we ar—
rived in Miami, we were different people than when
ve left. Opening the doors to the mansion, we knew
there were mongters inside, but ne ene could pre-
dict just wvkat would happen to us vhen we met
them at the end of a long, dark hallway. Leaving
Miami, our faces were white, cur hairs steed on end,
and despite
the 85 de
forecasts, we

chills
cause the

ghone itself,
and now our
bleood runs
cold.

There were
monsters in
the streets of
Miami those late November days. I saw them. We all
saw them. But strangely, just as if they were
ghosts or vampires, they didn 't seem to shew up on
camera.

This publication has been submitted with the
foa.'l of unmasking those monsters who have terror-
zed and whe continue te terrorize the pecple of
this country and the entire western hemisphere. As
hard as they try, with their bi t guns and
their mest brutal tactics, we will continue te be
*meddling kide- expeosing the truth about the
haunted mansion with the "no trespassing- sign.
These issues have now become Public Property.



PART ONE:
The Free Trade Area of the Americas

THE FREE TRADE AREA OF THE AMERICAS:

READING THE FINE PRINT AND UNDERSTANDING THE PRICE TAG
By Mallet

It's understandable that there hasn't been much corporate
media coverage of the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAAR) Min-
isterial meetings in Miami, Florida from November 20-21, 2003.
After all, if a corporation makes billions of dollars illegiti-
mately and no one is around to hear about it, how can we make a
sound?

The coverage the event did receive was both grossly biased
and extremely minimal, conveniently creating a large public mis-
conception about the intentions of the project. But that’s under-
standable, too. I mean, with a name like free trade, what's not to
like?!

When I mentioned to my friends or family where I was going
in November, the majority of them promptly responded, *What's the
FTARZ"

So!

What IS the FTAA?

The FTAR has widely been referred to by critics as *NAFTA
on steroids.” So what is NAFTAY

NAFTA (Morth American Free Trade Agreement) is a free
trade policy that went into effect on January 1°°, 1994 (see: the
Eapatista Uprising), which encompasses Canada, the United States,
and Mexico in a free trading bloc that proved to be equally as
profitable for corporations as it was destructive for everyone
else.

The FTAA is an extreme expansion of this agreement, which,
this time, promises to run amok throughout the entire western
hemisphere (with the exception of Cuba). It seeks to become the
world's largest free trading bloc by 2005, including 34 countries,
800 millicn people, and a combined GDF of %511 trillion. The head-
guarters will be in Miami.

The worst part is that this agreement will not be decided
upon democratically in Congress or even by any elected official.
It will be talked about by mystery representatives behind closed
doors, while a voiceless public remains in the dark due to incom-
petent media working in the interests of the corporations.

Economic Displacement

As we learned with NAFTA, economic disparities between
countries are irresistible temptations to the big bad corporate
wolves. Because a country like Mexico 1s poorer than the U5, a
company would naturally need to pay its employees significantly
legs if it were to move its factories south. The American company
can also enjoy a lax application of workers’ rights while in an
aconomically depleted region.

These US-owned factories; also called "maguiladoras,” pay
Mexican workers 5% of the hourly US wage, provide no worker
safety, and do not comply with environmental standards.

The most famous example of this worker exploitation and
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UFCOMING MASS MOBILIZATIONS:

“Day X" Anniversary Anti-War Protests: San Francisce,
Chicago, New York City, March 20, 2004

International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank Protests:
Haﬂhjjngtnn. D.C. April 23-24, 2004

National March for Choice: Washingten, U.C. April 25 2004
G-8 Protests: Sea Island, Georgia, June 8~I0, 2004
Democratic National Convention Protests (DNCk Boston,
July 26, 2004

Republican National Convention Protests (ENCh New York
City. September, 2004

PAST MOBILIZATIONS (2003)

CAFTA — Central Americam Free Trade Agreement,

Washington, D.C., December 8~12, 2003 www.stopCAFTA.org

* S0A - School of the Americas, Fort Benning, Georgia,
November 22~-23, 2003 www.S0Awatch.org

¢ WIO - World Trade Organization, Cancun, Mexice,

September I0-I4, 2003

e GE FOOUS - Genetically Engineered Foeds, Sacramente,
Califormia, Jume 20-25, 2003 www.biotechime.org
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LEGAL FUND DONATIOMS:

Flease send money to United for Peace and Justice.
Online denations are pessible at:
www.unitedforpeace.org/ftaadonate

You can alsec mail a check or money order to
United for Peace and Justice/FTAA Fund P.0. Box 607,
Times Square Station, New York, NY ICIOB.

FPlease specify Legal Fund in the memo field.

OTHER RESOURCES:

Written Internet Words:
www.ftaaime.org
www.stopftaa.org
Www.emartmeme.or
www.aavenurcfvﬂihherttaa.urg
Www.democracynovw.org
www.globalizethis.org
www.ireespeech.org
www.crimethinc.com
www.infeshop.or
wa.glnbalexchange.urg

Musiic/Spoken Word

Chris Chandler, political spoken word, anti-pundit:
www.primecd.com/chandler

Ryan Harvey, political songwriter: write

dare@=ziplip.com or visit www.ryanharvey.cjb.net for
album information and show listings.

Videos:

Trading Free Speech for Free Trade

Facing lown the FTAA

WTO Protest, Cancun: Kilometer Zerae ...and more...

See: www.freespeechstore.org or email Andrevw lieringer
at andy freespeech.org
Or email Tony Shawcross at: tonyedenverevolution.org

Also seer www.ftaaimec.org or www.tacitconsent.com for
video clips

Photos www.ftaamiamiphotes.com, wwv.ftaaime.org
Online Police Reporta:

http//www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/news/local/T4T7524.
bkitm
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abuse is the case of Coca-Cola in Colombia. To prevent their em-
ployees from unionizing for better wages and working conditions,
the bottling company simply hired paramilitaries to kill off those
pesky union leaders. Eight leaders have been killed in the last
ten years. (see: boycott Coca-Cola, www.killercoke.org)

As if NAFTA didn't already have a paralyzing effect on the
people and economy of Mexico, the FTAA plans to extend their cam-
paign of destruction to 31 other countries. This will ba 31 times
more devastating than NAFTA was.

The United States is undisputedly the wealthiest country
in the hemisphere (or the world for that matter). It's GDP of %10
trillion is more than all the western countries combined. So if
MAFTA brought American corporations to Mexico to make bigger prof-
its, the FTAA will bring a domino effect of that same idea down
tha line to even poorer countries. Mexico, with a poverty rate of
42%, will turn arocund and send corporations to Venezuela with a
49% poverty rate. Venezuela will turn to Colombia (55%), who will
turn to Central America (combined poverty rate of 64%), who will
turn to Haiti (73%), and so on.

Mations like the Bahamas, with an already relatively high
poverty rate of 33%, recelve 70 percent of their revenue from cus-
toms duties and imports, which would be eliminated in a free trade
zone. This would be absolutely devastating to their economy as a
whole. As you can see, the poor will just get poorer, and the myth
of economic growth makes itself painfully known.

Privatization

In addition to economic displacement, the FTAA will bring
us the folly of privatization. This is a scary subject bacause
privatization automatically brings an end to democracy, a treat
the United States is rapidly and willingly abandoning.

Privatized services include but are not limited to: mail,
public transit, healthcare, prisons, water, education, police
*protection,* library services, unemployment checks. Even mindless
services that we are used to the government doing for us, like
trash bin removal, will become privatized, and therefore, very
costly. As you could probably guess, the corporate interests would
be in profit, not people. This means that buses would stop running
on unprofitable routes. Rates would skyrocket.

Who knows how much it would cost teo mail a letter.

Or have you noticed how difficult it is now to get health-
care? If you're not a profitable client (i.e. if you're unhealthy)
no HMO will want to carry you.

Prison corporations could convince politicians to ocutlaw
more activities, even stooping as low as criminalizing homeless-
ness or poverty (the US has a 13% poverty rate) because more pris-
oners means more profits.

FTAA provisions that call for the removal of all *barriers
to trade” would allow dangerous chemicals to get into our water
without us knowing. Privatized water corporations have already
restricted the collection of rain water in some parts of South
America bacause it infringes on money-making.

And don't expect any extra curricular activities in
schools, as they are costly extras. Students who do not improve
the school's image will be readily cast asidae.

Frobably the most terrifying part of privatization is the
Chapter 11 clause, which gives corporations and investors the un-
conditional right to sue governments they beliewve to have inter-



fered with their right to make profits (Chapter 11 perks are al-
ready available to corporations under MWAFTA). That gives corpora-
tions more rights than elected governments by placing corporate
profits over local laws.

In 2000, California found itsalf being sued for nearly §1
billion by a Canadian company called Methanex after enacting an
environmental policy banning MTBE--a deadly carcinogen--in order
to protect drinking water.

In 2001, Mexico was sued for $16.5 million by a California
company called Metalclad for disallowing the operation of a haz-
ardous waste dump that would endanger human safeaty and health.

Canada is baing sued for having a socialized postal ser-
vice. .
What's worse is that these governments are not even sued

in a country's own court system. The disputes are settled in spe-
cial tribu- = =

nals, de-
cided by a
panel of
people that
we don't
know and we
didn’'t elect
to be there.
Sud-
denly, we
find corpo-
rations liwv-
ing above
the laws,
and in turn,
making their
owri. Without |§
the collapsa
aof the FTAA,
we can certainly look forward to a grim future of corporate rule

over every aspect of our lives. (Local, independent businesses?
Forget about it!)

Eco-Destruction

After decades of corporate reassurance that the planet is
dispensable, if anyone actually still cares about the environment,
I've got bad news for you, too. With corporations in power, they
will have free reign over our forests, oceans, drinking water, and
all our natural resgurces. Remember that episode of The Simpsons
when Mr. Burns blocked out the sun to up the revéenue of the power
plant? It’l]l be kind of like that. Technically, a corporation
could irrationally claim that the sun is inhibiting its right to
profits, and start suing somebody. As you can clearly see, this is
ridiculous.

We can expect a lot of trees to suddenly disappear after
the Global Free Logging Agreement (GFLA] in the FTAA. With the
elimination of tariffs and non-tariff barriers (such as eco-
labeling, minimum recycled content requirements, and laws protect-
ing habitat), corporations will be free to destroy the environment
as much as their black hearts desire.

The FTAA could also declare that health and envirenmental
laws regarding agricultural imports are barriers to free trade,
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CONTACT YOUR REPRESENTATIVE!
PRANK CALL YOUR CHIEF OF POLICE!

ALEX PENELAS, Mayor, Miami=Dade County: 305-829-9336
home 305=375-5071 office

MANUEL A. DIAZ, Mayor, City of Miami 305~250=5300, 305-375~
507L, mannydiaz ci.miami.f1.ue

JOHNM TIMONY, Chief of Pelice: 305—6T3-1925, 305-579—6565
ALEJANDRO VILARELLO, City Attormey: 305-416~1800,

law ci.miami.fl.us

JOE ARRIOLA, City Manager: jarriola ci.miami.fl.us
JOHNNY WINTOMN, Miami City Commissioner: 305-858~T344
home, 35-250-5333 office

KATY SORENSON, Miami Dade County Commissiomer: 305-375~
5218, 305=-378~6617

FRANCOIS ILLAS, Chief of Staff : Fillas ci.miami.fl.us
KATHERINE FERNANDEZ RUNDLE, State Attorney: 305.547.0100

To send a free fax to Mayor lias sees
bitp//www.citizen.org/action

Miami's Citizen Investigative Panel is taking com-
plaints: hittps/ci.miami. 1, us/cip/CIPComplaintForms.asy.

Complainte can alse be faxed to 305~-579-2436 ar 305-400—
5028,

DEMANDS/TALKING POINTS: Drop all charges. Eelease all
political prisoners. Meet basic human needs, no more
brutality, provide appropriate food, access to medicine
and medical attention, warm clothing. Provide access to
attorneys and visitation rights. Provide equitable
treatment to all priscners. not share infermation
coellected with the INS.

CORFORATE MEDIA:
Lacal media has been 1y biased in their coverage.

While this is somewhat to be expected, the following are
numbers that people could call.

CBS4, 305-639—4551, 305—639=4601, 305-639-4426

WELG channel I0: 305-576=6357
WSUN I‘nx_: 95452 4=0388 (Rosh Lowe)
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"What happened to you Lily?!*" I screamed to her, "What
happened?® She broke her dead stare, and a tear rolled down her
cheek. Then another. Before I knew it, I was holding her as she
was sobbing on my shoulder.

Four days went by, and she didn't say a word. I got to the
point of pure depression, and all of her friends decided to find
out exactly what was going on. I got home from work and sat her
down. I remember it so clearly, it still haunts ma. The words from
my mouth accidentally came out bluntly as I looked her in the eyes
and said, "You have to tell me what happened. We can't live like
thig."

She stared at me for almost ten minutes before making even
a slight movement. Then, in a second, she changed. She jumped up,
threw her glass of water hard against the wall, sat back down, and
stared straight into my eyes.

* T was raped, Tiger, happy now, I was fucking raped, I
was..." she stopped and started crying.

I tried to comfort her but she pushed me off with all her
strength. I almost didn't know what to do. I wasn't even sure what
happened at that point. I called Ben over. He was her best friend,
and I thought he might be able teo help. Four hours later he came
out of her room and told me to go on a walk with him.

wWe walked a few blocks before he told me to sit down and
listen. He looked angrier than I have ever seen him. With that, he
told me everything.

When Lily got arrested at the solidarity action, she was
put in a holding cell by herself. As scon as he said that, I knew
what was coming. Lily was raped by a cop, and it wasn't just once.

We got back to the house, and I ran to her room, but
rather than seeing her crying on her bed, she was lifeless on the
floor. I screamed to Ben to call %11 as I realized blood was com-
ing out of both of her wrists. She spent only one day in the hos-
pital. Cne day! For some reascn, the doctors thought she was okay
to go home. They made a big mistake. It was only two days later
that she tried it again. This time, she took 87 pills of Aspirin.
I once more came into the room to find her lifeless on the floor.
She had blood coming from her mouth, and again I yelled to Ben to
call 911.

On the way to the hospital, Lily's heart stopped. For 3
seconds she was dead. If we had found her 20 minutes later, they
would never have been able to bring her back to life. Thankfully,
they did. Although Ben and I had made a promise, I knew we had to
break it, and we told the doctors she had been raped. We didn't
say who. What was the point? No one would ever believe us.

S0 this is where we are now. One protest may have cost her
life. I know she will never be the same. I will never be the sama.
The bright, happy, full-of-life girl I once lnew is gone forever.
The group we all knew as family, broken up. The friendships we
once had have now dissolved, and we can't even look into each
other's eyes. It's all gone.

and therefore, illegal. This could very easily become a gateway
for genetically engineered foods to make their way into countries
that restrict them. Also sneaking through could be poisons danger-
ous to our health or even our lives.

Intellectual Property Rights

Do you recall a couple years ago when there was that ongo-
ing debate about MNapster? “Is it fair to share mugic...or ‘steal’
it, if that's what you want to call it...?" Since then, there have
been numerous other online file sharing forums, and the debate
rages on. However, the FTAA will exacerbate the extent of copy-
right laws and intellectual property rights considerably. This
means that music-pirates (whether selling bootleg tapes on the
streat corner or downloading obnoxious pop songs to your computer)
could do time in jail.

And intellectual property rights don't end with music
copyrights or other art. The FTAA extends patent protection to
organic material like genetically altered seeds and to pharmaceu-
tical drugs, as wall. So if farmers don‘t kick the habit of saving
geeds from last year's harvest to plant for next year, they could
find themselves in big trouble. Or, generic companies that supply
poor countries with cheap, lifesaving drugs, such as the AIDS
treatment in Brazil, may have to go through costly drug trials as

a way of making competition with the bigger pharmaceutical compa-
nies "“fair.”

Let's review: you work or will work a job. You don't want
to pay inflated prices for common services. You live in the envi-
ronment . You probably listen to music. If, for soma reason, you
don't feel like the FTAA will in any way affect you, I've got ko
say, you're living in a dream world.

What About Our Friends Iin Miami?

The trade talks were held in Miami so trade ministers
could have a sort of 'open house’ of the proposed city for the
FTAL headquarters. But why here? Miami is one of the poorest cic-
ies in the country. The whole thing is basically divided into two
categories: tourist attractions and ghettos.

Advocates of the FTAA estimate that the agreement would
bring 89,000 more jobs to the area, $13.6 billion in economic
growth, and better sex for everyone (well.at least if you're a
CEQ} .

However, the largest local employer is the government (the
school system, Miami-Dade County, state and federal agencies,
Jackscn Memorial Hospital, local colleges, and the municipali-
ties). Aceording to the Beacon Council in 2002, the ten largest
public amployvers accounted for about 128,000 jobs. Meanwhile, the
ten largest private employers accounted for only 52,000 jobs (less
than halfl). So it could certainly be argued that if all those
public services were to be privatized, tens of thousands of jobs
would he eliminated, and those that remained would receive sig-
nificantly less pay.

Local businesses would become obsolete, and Florida's ag-
ricultural industry, as was left painfully wvisible in NAFTA's
trail of destruction, would also become an easy target. Florida
depends on its sugar and citrus industries for revenue, but may
very wall lose that to countries south.

In addition to the loss of business, a trend of suburban



planning is taking hold with a deadly grip, replacing farmland and
installing nightmarish, unaffordable housing-doppelgangers;
*perfect” neighborhoods for “perfect® pecple-the kind that don't
object to corporate conspiracy. Too bad no one in Miami will be
able to afford to live there.

And the Winner Is...

The FTAA did not collapse. Rather, they are going ahead
with what is being referred to as *FTAA Lite,” a watered down ver-
sion of the original monstrosity.

*FTAA Lite” removes the Chapter 11 clause about suing na-
tional governments, in addition to several other sections of the
agreement including bits about agriculture and investment policy.
The trade ministers do plan, however, to continue talks in Septem-
ber 2004 (look out for dates and location so we can keep fighting
the good fight).

Brazil was having a hard time during the meetings because
it hopes to become the economic leader of South America, and the
proposals of the FTAA would create a major roadblock for that
goal.

Ministers also found it difficult to come to a resolution
because of the dreadful relations between the United States and
Latin American countries. Let’'s be honest: we haven't been too
kind to them in the past.

George W. Bush, attempting to win the Latino wvote in 2000,
promised to take the region seriously. But less than a year later,
MNew York was attacked by scary foreigners, and suddenly Bush's
priorities changed. Hell-bent on retaliation and preemptive
strikes toward other countries, he didn't so much appreciate the
anti-war stances of Mexico and Chile. So the US threw a fit and
burned some bridges leading south. Mow that an election year is
once again upon us, Bush is conveniently patching up relations
with the countries he had previously abused.

Also, bhecause the US couldn‘t quite get everything it
wanted, they have announced intentions to go one on one with
southern countries to negotiate aspects of the agreement that
couldn't get ironed out so well while in Miami. The process has
already been initiated with Ecuador, Colombia, Bolivia, Peru, the
Dominican Republic, and Panama. The United States has also begun
planning what they call CAPTA (Central American Free Trade Agree-
mant) .

The US is like the cockroach of free trade. It just won't
go away. And it wouldn't surprise me, because we've geen it in the
past, that if someone decides not to comply with US demands, they
won't hesitate to simply cut that country off. No trade, no aid,
no wall wishes, we’'ll see you in hell. :

S0 despite these aforementioned obstructions to proposed
policy, this wversion of the FTAAR should remain on schedule and

will be in theatres January 2005. (Did I say theatres? I meant
real life.)

or so years, protestors have come from all over the hemisphere to
protest the School of the Americas - which has just recently
changed its name to WHISC, which I think stands for something like
the Wildly Hypocritical Ideclogues Specializing in Coercion. It is
here that the U.5. military trains pecple to go to South and Cen-
tral Amarica to... ummm... provide military security to the re-
gion. This year, they took a play out of their Panamanian playbook
and wheeled out the very same sound system they used to play clas-
sic rock at louder than AC/DC decibels in an effort to make their
misbehaving student Manuel Morlega surrender. At cne point, they
played "These Boots Are Made for Walkin'* --which, as it turns
out, is a violation of the Geneva Convention. This time, however,
Clear Channel had all the rights for classic rock, so instead they
broadcast "patriotic® music in an effort to drown out Pete Seeger.
If T had a hammer...

In truth, it backfired. It really made for great telewvi-
sion: Listening to firsthand accounts from Guatemalans who had
been tortured - their families "disappeared" - by graduates of the
school to the tune of *God Bless America® made conservatives think
the *liberal media* had dubbed in the soundtrack. Not since Simon
and Garfunkel combined reports on the Vietnam War with "Silent
Night" has such an ironic juxtaposition been created. When I saw
it on Democracy MNow!, I called my rather conservative mother into
the room, and she thought we had used the music intentionally. She
did think we displayed awfully bad taste using patriotic anthems
as the soundtrack to such scathing, blood-scaked indictments of
ocur foreign policy. Sorry, Mom. If we had blasted "God Bless Amer-
ica®" during the protest, we would have been condemned as heretics
and sentenced to a life of listening to Bill O'Reilly in the Fox
News Re-education Camp. My favorite was Charlie King performing a
Christmas song beneath "I love the USA." This is the Christmas
geason, after all.

This past month has shown me in many ways that the power

of good is indeed more powerful than that of evil. But just
barely.

TIGER - New Hope, PA

It was the second day of action, and I thought I had a
clozse eye on everyone...until I got struck in the head by a cop
and got dragged into a police car. They paid no attention to the
gash on my head and tossed me into a cell with a few other people.
As time passed, we got word that the other kids were doing a soli-
darity action outside the jail. I knew Lily would be there, and it
sent chills down my back.

Things started to wind down, and one by one they let us
out of our cells. Our crew decided to meet at Ben's sister’'s house
if we got split up. When I entered the house, I felt a bad energy.
At first it seemed that everyone was there, but as I looked
closer; I realized that Lily was not. Night came and three cars
decided to go back. Flip and I waited patiently for Lily to get
out of jail, and finally, she did. We picked her up, and she
looked like a zombie. She got in the car, sat down, and didn‘'t
speak one word. The whole way back to Mew Hope, PA, we tried to
talk to her. For the entire trip she didn't talk, she didn't
sleep, and she didn't eat. We got home, and I fell to the ground
crying.
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Let's sea here: Miami. It was wholly unnecessary for the
activists to shut down the city of Miami to protest the Free Trade
of the Americas Agreement meeting as planned. The police did that
for us--well in advance and for much longer than we could have
ever done it on our own. Thanks, guys. It looked as if they had
deputized thousands of professional wrestlers, causing the recent
downswing in the unemployment index - especially among members of
the *WWE's Smackdown.*® They armed them with tasers and outfitted
them in NHL goalie uniforms and taught them to play Red Rover, Red
Rover--for keeps. Only when we sent one of our guys "on over" he
went to the hospital. It was like playing "Tag, you're it" with a
cattle prod.

The news reports were terrific--as long as vou kept the
sound off. The pictures clearly showed a full-tilt police riot-
hundreds of Robocops firing rubber bullets at grandmothers. But
when you turned the sound up, you heard: *"These self-proclaimed
anarchists have been hired by the Ford Foundation to come to Miami
to kill people. You see there--that kid there? Look how he threw
his body right into that billy club--these self-proclaimed anar-
chists are getting exactly what they deserve!®

Ya know, I'm really not making this stuff up. At one point
David Rovics was on stage playing to a half a dozen people in an
amphitheater while three black helicopters flew overhead. Outside
the amphitheater the cops had formed a blockade keeping anyona
from going in or out of the building. Tear gas was flying. Batons
wera whirling, rubber bullets were whizzing, tasers were zapping.
All for a David Rovics concert! City officials actually called us
"terrorist cells.*®

How, I am flattered and all - but also petrified. I mean,
sariously: If you want to know why Osama bin Laden is still at
large, it is because all our resources are spent on beating the
crap out of two dozen 22-year-old poli-sci majors dressed in black
and armed with marionettes and George Bush masks. Now you might
think I am being facetious but really... There is so much federal
money floating around for *homeland security.”® One could make a
fortune. Ya wanna make a mint? Become the mayor of a small town
somewhera. Then cry, "The anarchists are coming! The anarchists
are coming!* as you hire 11 kids from the 4-H crafts fair. Teach
them to make papier-miché puppet heads of George Bush and Alfred
E. Mewman while you show wvideotapes of Seattle, and then go frisk
Tom Ridge for money for another tank. Yes, tanks--they had tanks!
MNow; in fairness: We did too - but ours were obviocusly made of
cardboard and were driven by guys wearing dolphin heads.

Geez Louise, you could have just handed the 58.9 million
they spent on "security"® directly to Guatemalan peasants, no
strings attached, and done more to improve the economy of the
hemisphere than the fat cats in a smoke-filled room at the Inter-
continental Hotel could ever do. Lost in all the mayhem were the
real issues of the Free Trade of the Americas Agreemant. All of
their talk of a "level playing field* made me feel they were try-
ing to convince us that the Earth is flat. The news told of bus-
loads of kids in black coming to harm civilians. And they were
right...1f they were talking about the cops. AL one point I called
911 from a pay phone as I witnessed a busload of guys dressed in
black beating the crap out of civilians. Three minutes later, a
city bus filled with more cope in riot gear showed up facing off
the busload I had called about. It was all very confusing.

Then it was on to Georgia's Fort Benning. For the past 15
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PART TWO: Miami

IT'8 BEEN A LONG NOVEMBER.

For months leading up to the days of action in Miami
[Movember 20 and 21*"), there were a series of list serves, con-
sultas, and phone conferences to help plan the mobilization.
Through these comrunications, participants reached a consensus for
a 7AM call and a 5PM re-convergence call for Direct Action, with a
focus on fence removal. The morning convergence would allot suffi-
cient time for Direct Action (DA) before the unieon march at
12:30PM. We were to reconvene that evening if the goal of fence
removal had not been accomplished earlier in the day.

A many mile fence surrounded the Intercontinental Hotel,
where the meetings were to take place, and was a visual reminder
of the FTAA's disregard for the public’s participation and con-

cerns. Attacking the fence made our voices heard in the only way
we could shout them, and this made it impossible to ignore us.

Closer to November 20th, a Direct Action planning commit-
tee was formed. The group had open meetings regularly, which would
untangle the logistics of the week.

At 7AM on November 20°", we would meet at Government Cen-
ter. This location, though far from ideal, was one of the only
spaces suitable for a large gathering, in addition to being a hub
for all local forms of public transit. There would be a small,
quick rally there that morning, where allies would speak briefly
as a8 way of not only building solidarity, but also lowering the
chances of a mass arrest.

An outreach committee worked to let people and local busi-
nesses know why we oppose the FTAA, while a tactical committee
planned out our strategies. The plan consisted of marching to-
gether from the meeting point, then stepping to hold two key in-
tersections. This allowed other folks teo advance on the fence



without being trapped in by the police.

In a series of security consciocus meetings, these folks,
mostly those choosing to use the tactical approach of Black Blee*,
elected to meet at the Convergence Center at 6AM and march di-
rectly to the fence. The decision was mostly prompted through con-
cerns presented by rumors of check points that could prevent pec-
ple from arriving, fear of a mass arrest upon arrival, and frus-
tration over the action lacking an element of surprise. The group,
however, was intercepted and trapped by the police who finally
agreed to escort them to Government Center. This did not happen.
Rather, the group was corralled, tasered, clubbed, and some were
arrested.

The activists who met at Government Center marched without
the Black Bloc. When attempts were made to hold more ground in an
effort to reduce the chance of a mass arrest, police became ag-
gressive. They copiously used chemical agents such as pepper spray
and tear gas, in addition to rubber bullets, concussion grenades,
and other *non-lethal” weapons.

tme small group of protesters used grappling hooks in an
attempt to tear down the fence, but were not resilient with large
nurbers, so eventually retreated after suffering tear gas.

The police were extremely viclent throughout the morning
and into the afternocn, preemptively dispersing protesters prior
to the 5PM re-convergence. Much of the day consisted of building
barricades to hold space after being pushed back from the fence.
The police repeatedly attempted to arrest everyone at once, but
quick movement kept that from ever happening. Some individuals,
however, ‘wera not so lucky.

The Miami Timeline following this story details the events
of the week.

*A tactic in which everyone dresses similarly and covers their faces to
create ancnymity.
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to be transported back to TGK. Because of the times of cur trans-
ports, we missaed breakfast and lunch and would not be fed for an-
other & hours.

Back at TGK we were put back in our separate cells and al-
lowed to make phone calls to whoever could post our bails. At 1AM,
we were woken up and told to strip our bunks. The guards hand-
cuffed us, but refused to tell us where we were going. The led us
to the release office and took off our handcuffs, and we were free
to go having been bailed out by family members.

My jail experience was relatively mild compared to that of
many other arrestees from the demonstration. The reason I wWas not
subjected to terror or brutality is because I am white woman who
does not identify as transgender. One of the transgendered people
I met was raped by prison guards during his short stay in jail,
and most, if not all, of the transgendered individuals who were
arrested were severely harassed and sexually assaulted by the po-
lice and the prison guards.

People of color were also at a much higher risk of being
brutalized. I have heard an unconfirmed report that one black in-
dividual was stripped, forced into a dog cage, and hosed down with
cold water because the police wanted him/her te break solidarity.

The police force in Miami is a racist and sexist institu-
tion. Admitredly, most police forces in the U.5S. and around the
world are, but the Miami police officers and prison guards were
decidedly violent and abusive toward people who strayed from con-
gervative social standards. This might have been because the Mi-
ami-Dade Police Department has always been this way, or it could
be on account of John Timoney. I don't doubt that he instructed
the officers to be as brutal as they wanted in order to discourage
activists and deflate any and all efforts to make constructive
change in this country and the world through publie protest. The
people of color and the transgendered people were targeted the
most because the police forces are already racist and sexist. They
were told to be violent and brutal, and were, especially toward
the peoplé by whom they felt the most threatened.

CHRIS CHANDLER — Atlanta, GA

Anne and I drove 16 activists nonstop to Miami. Jesus,
Florida is big. Thers we spent two nights high on tear gas. Then
we took that same van to Columbus, GA, where wa spent two nights
high on Lee Greenwood. I hopped in another van and took it te the
Atlanta alrport, dropped off David Rovics, and subwayed to Stone
Mountain. I think I have just managed to wash the pepper spray out
of my clothes. My head is as foggy as a Miami picket line.




The police then rushed a 17-year-old girl and zapped her
with a taser gun (which administers an electric shock). It knocked
her down, and they arrested her. She told me, "It was the worst
thing I have ever felt."

I saw my friend on Saturday, the day after the protests
ended. The left side of his face was black and blue. He sald that
in jail he was placed on his back on a wet floor with the air con-
ditioner blowing on him. There are reports that people in jail
were beaten by the police, some so hadly that they were hemorrhag-
ing and were hospitalized. There were pecple calling from jail
saying that women were forced to give oral sex, and that people
were sprayed down with hoses repeatedly.

I protested the FTAA because I believe that every aspect
of it is wrong. The very democracy of individual countries is put
in check by the concept of Free Trade. For this, I protested the
FTAA, and, for the sake of my country's future, I will continue to
fight for a fair and just system. £

DANIELLE - Boston, MA

I was arrested during the demonstrations against the FTAA
in Miami, Florida. I spent about 41 hours in the custody of the
Miami-Dade County Folice Department. I was arrested with six other
people at about ten thirty in the morning on Thursday the 20th,
the first day of action.

We had been dispersing with about 40-50 other pecple frem
one of the early morning marches. We were arrested by the bike
cops, who lived up to their reputation as the meanest and most
brutal cops in the department. They re-broke the hand of the boy
next to me by slamming it on the pavement. One boy was bleeding
from multiple places on his face. All of us were verbally abused,
but particularly the transgendered individual in the group, who
was harassed mercilessly.

Threa of us were chosen at random, given felony charges,
separated from the others, and brought to police headquarters.
There they took away the boy with the broken hand, allegedly
bringing him to the hospital. The other boy and I were taken to a
holding bus, where they later shuttled us from holding cell to
booking to County Jail with about ten other protestors who were
also charged with felonies.

I shared a freezing cold cell with a woman, whom I'1ll call
Cee for this article, for 5 hours. During that time, we made our
phone calls, were given some food, and allowed to use the bath-
room. Cee and I were then transported to TGK jail, where most of
the FTAA related arrestees were being held. We were given separate
cells and allowaed to sleep. At 4 the next morning, they woke us
up, forced us to take showers, and transported us, while it was
still dark out, back to County Jail where we had been the day be-
fore.

We sat in County for four hours, in the same freezing cold
cell as the day before. By the time they took us out for our bail
bond hearing, we were shivering uncontrollably. There were about
10 other arrestees at the hearing with us; they were all men, and
Cee and I were the only women. . We were all charged with felonies
but Cee and I were the only people in custody with handcuffs on.

After our bails were announced, Cee and I were taken back
to our cell in County and waited approximately ancther two hours
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A MTAMI TIMELINE

The following is the abridged version of IndyMedia‘s Breaking
Hews Archive for the week of protests. I made a few spelling cor-
rections and removed several posts that were no longer relevant to
gave space. The complete version can be viewed at www.ftaalmoc.org.
I apologlze for the lengthinese of the reading, but I must admit,
it was a busy week.

[Hote: "Welcomes Center” and "Convergence Center” are used inter-
changeably as the organizing space for activists. "Wellness Cen-
tex” is the medic space where people are treated for injuries.]

[ 11-11-2003 20:26 ] MIAMI ARRESTS Three activists were arrested
today at approximately 1 pm, all three are medics. They were ar-
rested walking to the convergence center three blocks away. The
charges and whereabouts of all of them are unknown; activists and
lawyers in Miami are diligently working for their release.

[ 11-13-2003 10:18 ] 2 ARRESTEES RELEASED 2 of the 3 medics that
were arrested have been released. The third medic has an arraign-
ment today at 10:30 am, Miami City Hall. 3500 Pan American Dr.

[ 11-13-2003 12:10 ] CITY COUNCIL ROLINGS The Miami City Council
hes unanimously passed the Revised Ordinance that infringes First
Amendment rights and is specifically aimed at the FTAA Ministe-
rial. The City Council also rejected the proposal that city parks

be open for camping to ensure the safety of those converaging in
Miami .

[ 11-14-2003 13:22 ] 12:30 pm UPDATE There are bike police riding
around downtown scouting out "activist® lecking people to harass
them for ID's and search their person. They are also asking where
people are sleeping. The police are using "obstruction of justice®
a5 reason. The people harassed were handing out flyers to local
businesses near SW 1lst and Miami Ave.

[ 11-15-2003 13:03 ] 5 ARRESTED 5 Global justice activists were
arrested in downtown Miami, at ME 2nd and Flagler. They werae ar-
rested while doing outreach work to local business owners and com-
munity members. All 5 activists, including the legal ochserver,
were released around 6 pm.

[ 11-15-2003 15:57 ] FENCE GOING UP A fence is currently being
erected around the Inter-Continental Hotel in Miami. It is heavily
guarded by police.

[ 11-17-2003 06:34 ] Fence being constructed around conferance
site Fences have expanded out from the immadiate Inter Continental
Hotel perimeter to incorporate the area up to Bayfront Park and
sections of Biscayne Blwvd.

[ 11-17-2003 16:57 ] Park Harassment The police are currently mak-
ing people take down tents at the park area (located in the viein-
ity of WW 17th Street and NW Tth Avenue) that were previously made
available for Global Justice activists converging in Miami.

[ 11-17-2003 18:41 ] 2 Activists Arrested By Snatch Squad Around
4:30 pm two activists were walking near the perimeter fence in
downtown Miami when 6 police officers jumped out of a white wvan,
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patted them down and arrested them. The activists were finger-
printed, IDed and released approximately 4 hours later.

[ 11-18-2003 14:24 ] Girl threatened with arrest Today, twenty
riot police surrounded the Floridians for Fair Trade Media Center
inside the Bayside Mall in downtown Miami, on the second floor
beside a Bath & Body store. The police threatened to arrest a
woman when she rafused to give them her name, then proceeded to
search her bag. 3

[ 11-19-2003 10:42 ] More Arrests According to an eyewitness re-
port, at 7lst and NE 10th St. between 6 and B people have been
arrested. Possible trespassing charges.

[ 11-19-2003 14:23 ] At least 12 people being detained on Flagler
and 2nd Ave. 200 cops. 2,000 steelworkers on the scene are chant-
ing *Let them go"

[ 11-19-2003 14:55 ] Flagler and 2nd Ave. All detainees re-
leased....a group of people on the street had been detained for
one member of the group picking up a coconut, subjected to search.
Solidarity from union members across the street was instrumental
in making the police let these people go.

[ 11-19-2003 15:54 ] Information Clearing Housa Illegally Raided
Ahout thirty police officers stormed into the Information Clearing
House at 1:30PM, searching their location in the Bayside Mall with
neither permission nor a warrant.

[ 11-19-2003 17:24 ] Downtown stores ordered to close The police

have apparently ordered the closure of all stores in the downtown
area

THE DAY OF ACTION
[ 11-20-2003 06:28 ] Reports of an arrest at 25th and Miami (very
near the convergence space)
[ 11-20-2003 06:53 ] March has left the Welcoms Center The Direct
Action march
| 25 left from
jl the Welcome
Center at 2300
i N Miami heading
| towards the
| Government Cen-
|tﬂr at Flagler
| and MW 1st.
| [ 11-20-2003
06159 ] DA
| March Reaching
" Riot Cops Di-
rect Action
Ay || March about teo
Bl run into Riot
Cops at 10ch
5t. between 2nd
and Miami Ave.
About 30 sher-
iffs cars and a
bus heading N

on Miami.

[ 11-20-2003 07:07 ] Puppets Stopped NW lst and 14th, puppet truck
has been pulled over. It is surrounded by cops, affinity groups
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foot long and made of solid wood.

At 10 a.m., when we finally found the protest, we only got
to march for a few blocks. After those few blocks, the police
pinned us in. And there we sat for two hours. Every so often the
police would advance and everyone who was in front would get hit
repeatedly with batons. The police started to put on gas masks, so
I went around giving protesters apple cider wvinegar to put on
their bandanas. (This helps block a fraction of the tear/pepper
gas.) While doing this, the crowd got pepper-sprayed, and I did
not have protection on my face. I saw a cloud coming at me, and I
started feeling like'I was having an asthma attack.

At 4:00, the AFL-CIO march permit ended, and the people
who were in the streets were shot and sprayed by the police who
had surrounded the rally. My friend, Brianna, and I could not see
what was going on, so we got close to the police line in front of
the fence (a high fence and barrier had been put up arcund the
conferenca site). We moved up through the erowd, but before we got
elose encugh to view what was happening and why, the crowd started
running away. We were then at the front line of the police who
were advancing. Immediately, we were both shot with gas at close
ranger. We got separated while running. I got hit all over my legs
with what felt like little pellets from & shotgun and left a sharp
painful stinging sensation. Brianna got hit in the face directly
abova her left eyebrow.

After meeting
up again, we weant to
a nearby grassy area
where medical assis-
tance was available.
One medic flushed my
eyas and face with
water to wash off the
gas. The gas felt
like hot pepper or
lemon juice in an
open cut and it was
all over my face.
While they were
treating us, the po-
lice continued to ~
advance and we got -
gassed again. Ear-
liar that day., in
another location, my
friend with a breken
hand was knocked over
by a bike officer.
This crash must have
caused some sort of
panic among the po-
lice becausa, while
he was trying to kick
the bike off himsaelf,
they grabbed his head
and slammed it onto
the concrete. They
then handcuffed him. Meanwhile, his friends were yelling that he
had a broken hand.
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could do without risking further injury to those already hurt.

Shortly after, the ambulances arrived. Medics and volun-
teers hosed off the doors and walkway in hopes of recpening the
Wellness Center right away. Those of us with severe injuries were
taken to the Emergency Room.

The hospital was prepared with beds outside and extra
staff. I was put in a neck brace and made to lay on a wooden board
on a bed despite my cries of pain from laying on my freshly
bruised butt and shoulder. The nurse practitioner told me she was
in charge and that we would do things her way or not at all.

I was forced to use a bedpan for my urine test. I had
walked in and out of the ambulance, so I wanted to walk to the
bathroom, too. A male nurse came in as I was trying to give the
sample, naked from the waist down and arched over the pan. He
started to remove my piercing jewelry. I yvelled to him that I
needed female assistance and that one thing at a time was enough.
I was scared and in pain. They left me alone for a long time.

Two hours later, when I got x-rayed, the tech was kind
enough to loosen the neck brace and allow me to lay comfortably
off my bruises. We befriended one another, talking about his job
and about my purpose for being in Miami. He told me that a week
prior to the protest the police had come into the hospital and
warned the staff that they "expected mass bloodshed”.

The nurse practitioner had a rough bedside manner and of-
ten referred to the injured as “anarchists* or those that
*intended to destroy our lovely city.” She never looked at my
shoulder or butt. Bo stood by my side the entire time, denving
medical attention for the multiple shots he'd received. A fellow
protestor with a broken wrist behind a curtain was a blessing as
we talked, and he helped me relax and calm my nerves. I received
four or five staples in my head, two Tylenol, a small ham sand-
wich, and was then advised to leave town before it got worse. We
lefr physically sore and emotionally numb.

BEN AYER — Washtenaw Community College

This past month I traveled to Miami, Florida, to partieci-
pate in the Free Trade Area Of Americas (FTAA) protest, November
20-22, 2003. While in Miami, I was shot at, sprayed, and hit with
batons by the police. I never did anything illegal or that could
be interpreted as threatening. I was simply using my First Amend-
ment Rights: *The right of the pecple peaceably to assemble, and
to petition the government for a redress of grievances.®

My first interaction with the Miami police was November
20", at about TAM. A group of journalists and I were running late
and wanted to catch up with others going to the protest. We were
stopped by police and told we couldn't go that way and should go
in another direction. We then asked another group of protesters
where they were going and found out that the police told them the
opposite way to go from what they had told us. It was cbvious the
police were intentionally misdirecting us.

Block after block had police lines covering them; in fact,
the whole downtown was shut down. The police were on every Street
corner and every roof. I think I should point out that these ware
not regular police; these were police who had been training for
s8ix months for this day. They were in full riot gear. They had
shields, rifles, tear gas gune, and long batone that were over a
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are watching including 2 legal advisors.

[ 11-20-2003 07:27 ] HW lst and 2nd Ave. One arrest. Line of 30
riot cops blocking legal observers from seeing what is happening,
blocking the street.

[ 11-20-2003 07:2% ] 100 plus Datalned 1st Ave. and l4th S5c. 100
plus pecople detained at the same intersection where the puppets
were stopped.

[ 11-20-2003 07:42 ] Wegotiamtions Protesters negotiating with po-
lice to move along towards the Government Center. Tentative nego-
tiation is “no direct action and you can proceed.” This is at NW
14th St. and 1lst Awve, there are still about 100 people.

f 11-20-2003 07:48 ] lst St. and 1lst Ave update There are B00-1000
people who have made it to lst S5t. and lst Ave... there are a lot
of cops, but the park is not yet surrounded...there are also a
good number of steelworkers and other rank and file union members
present .

[ 11-20-2003 08:02 ] 14th St. MW and 1** Black Bloc was stopped
moving east towards the Government Center. The have a police es-
cort on both sides, agreeing not to engage in DA.

[ 11-20-2003 08:05 ] 1000 people marching sast from lst and lst.
with puppets, no detalneas

[ 11-20-2003 08:05 ] Start of the March Protestors surrounded on
all sides (except front) by riot cops. Horse cops moving to front
of march.

[ 11-20-2003 08:12 ] Call In report It was just called in that
local community members are starting to join the black bloc march
that was previously negotiating with police.

[ 11-20-3003 08:18 )] March Currently headed E on Flagler. They are
between 3rd and 4th Ave. SE. Riot Cops with shields are apparently
blocked the march in so they can either turn around or break
through the police line. :

[ 11-20-2003 08:19 ] 3rd and Flagler SE March stopped at SE 3rd
and Flagler, lots of drumming. Large press presence. Things are
relatively calm.

[ 11-30-2003 08:20 ] Btreet partyl Flagler/3ird Ave. 4-5 thousand
protesters declare street party, police are 1 block south.

[ 11-20-2003 08:23 ] March Stopped SE 3rd Ave and lst. March
stopped. puppets taken at intersection. There is dancing, like a
street party. Policé holding at least one side, but staying a
block away on other sides.

[ 11-20-2003 08:26 ] Black Bloc halted Peron and Flagler, cops
making formation in black riot gear. Couple hundred people in a
police blockade at 2nd Ave and 1st St. This is the black bloc
march that was being escorted.

[ 11-20-2002 0B:28 ] March Surrocunded NW 2Znd Ave and lst 5t. Po-
lice surrounded black bloc and other protesters. Media has been
pulled back (except IMC) out of filming range. Acrosa the street
from Police station. March is completely surrounded.

[ 11-20-2003 08:32 ] Black Bloc march NW 2nd Ave. and NW 3rd.
Black Bloc having a spokes meeting, debating whether they go whera
the cops want to go or not. There are lines of cops, at least 3
lines. Black bloc has 1 square block pushed up against a fence,
completely surrounded.

[ 11-20-2003 08:36 ] March surrounded at 2nd and Flagler
March/etreet party is completely surrounded, many undercovers
spotted among the protestors. Camouflaged armored personal carri-

ers and police with tasers and tear gas launchers are being loaded
right now....
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[ 11-20-2002 0B:59 ] March moving along the Fence 3rd and 4th Ave.
Cops in "cherry pickers*® above the fence with tear gas, shotgun,
and other crowd control weapons.

[ 11-20-2003 09:02 ] US 1 Update March along US 1 being blocked by
police on all sides, about five “cherry pickers® about 500 people
there now. Police also behind the fence. Police "pretty well
armad”® .

[ 11-20-2003 09:03 ] 2nd Ave. and 3rd St. complately surrounded
Cops have surrounded the group at 2nd Ave. and 3rd St. and are
checking to see if signs made of PVC pipe meet ordinance stan-
dards. They have started testing their tasers.

[ 11-20-2003 09:08 ] Private prison cars assembling A group of
yellow cars have started assembling around the fence. They have
been identified as "private prison® cars.

[ 11-20-2003 09:14 ] Steslworker callout 2nd and 3rd. Protestors
trying to reach protests being detained at Flagler and Biscayne.
Hoping to meet up with steelworkers so police escorts will back
down. PVC signs confiscated.

[ 11-20-2003 09:17 ] Police behind the fence have put on their gas
masks. Miami Herald reporters wearing body armor (flak jackets).,
things that have been denied to protesters. Some are anticipating
chamical weapons.

[ 11-20-2003 09:18 ] Updates from Flagler SE 3rd Ave and E Flag-
ler. 2 people arrested, at least, possibly up to 6. People have
been hit in the face, don't know what they were hit with.

[ 11-20-2003 0919 ] The mayor is apparently at the fence at the
Biscayne with a smile on his face...... 3ft from the protesters and
being confronted by angry protesters. Crowd chanting "shame on
you,",,.mayor’'s car was attacked with minor damage, and the mayor
has left...there have been arrests happening and confirmed reports
of pepper spray being used.

[ 11-20-2003 059:21 ] Padded block Reports are in that people wear-
ing defensive padding are pushing bike cops back on Biscayne

[ 11-20-2003 09:22 ] 2nd ave and 3rd st update The contingent at
2nd ave and 3rd st has been detained by the police for over an
hour now. Cops are 3 rows deep surrounding the group with bike
cops closest to the protesters and riot cops behind them.

[ 11-20-2003 09:26 ] Singing in the street Dancing in the middle
of Biscayne. Singing in the background, "all life shall be free,
no army can hold back the sun (?7)". Very festive atmosphere.

[ 11-20-2003 09:33 ] Police Brutality Police moved in 15-20 min-
utes ago at 2nd and 3rd using batons. Looked like *a lot of people
were getting injured®. Atmosphere getting more confromtational
since the police started using chemical weapons (pepper spray).

[ 11-20-2003 09:38 ] Police Brutality lst SE and 3rd. Protestors
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and hand.

Medics rushed to my aid,
Bo by my side, friends hurried in
to check on me. I didn’'t stop the
reporters from taking pictures. I
knew evidence was important, I
knew I wanted to be able to tell
the story for all those who would-
n't. I didn't know what it would
be like to see them over and over
and over--I had no idea there were
video and cameras everywhere when
it happened.

Quick street bandage to
ease tha flow of blood, and the
female medic so kind and gentle
washed some of the blood from my
face to help me feel better. Off
to the Wellness Center was the
recommendation. My friends would
take me so the medics could con-
tinue to help the protestors as
the police continued to attack. I
thought it was over; I certainly
wouldn't do any good in the streets with a head wound. Retreat to
the Wallness Center for further care. I never would have imagined
what awaited me there.

The medics called 911. A total of five of us were going to
the Emergency Room in three ambulances. The reporter who was shot
in the head came in just after I did. I couldn‘t take the sight of
somecne else’s pain. Head wounds, hand injuries, countless people
cutside in various stages of injury and recovery. Pepper spray,
tear gas, bloody bandages and wounds from batons and bullets.

Then the unthinkable: the cops were advancing here, at the
Wellness Center, immediately pep-
per spraying and hitting anyone in
their way with their large wooden
sticks. I reached for Bo through
the door.

"Please don't leave me,
he slid in. As the medics started
to pull the doors closed, an offi-
car turned his pepper spray nozzle
batween the doors and fired. It
hit the madic in the face, and the
Wellness Center immadiately fogged
up. A sterile environment of in-
jured activists and bystanders was
now contaminated. The doors were
covered with an oil-like spray as
the cops continued omn.

We all watched in horror
as anyone standing outside was
sprayed and beaten. One cop, I
believe the one with the pepper
spray, cornered and kicked a guy
multiple times when he didn't move
fast enough. There was nothing we
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-=POP] -~

Tha officer shot me point
s blank in the right butt cheek. I

@ must have looked like a cartoon

J jumping up and running while scream-
“T' Ji.. ing, "They shot me in the ass, in

w g the ass, after he let me pick up the
- bandana, what did I do, asshole?”
i When the cops stopped advanc-
ing that time, I wanted to take my
mind off of my stinging behind so I
started picking up trash maybe 20
! feet from the officers. Then I knelt
down with my beads right next to the
i trash I had gathered. I was very
Y distracted from meditation and prayer
g by calls for medics and protestors
screaming, *Shame, shame,* and *Who
i do you work forz”
I heard more shots, and the
§ police were advancing again. I got up
el to move and heard the sound of bul-
lets (or something) whizzing by my
head so I turned to run. Then I was
hit--this time in the shoulder,
§ knocking me to the ground. I couldn‘t
get up quick encugh so I started to
crawl, peeking over my shoulder to
see if I would really get away or if
I was to be the next to fall behind
the lines.

My friend Bo and one or two
others came to help. They tried to
pick me up but I fell again because
the pain was so intense. Halfway to
my feat, it felt like a canister or
4 80me large sharp object hit me in
¥ the head. My eye burned, but with my
back to the cops I couldn't tell
what was going on. Someocne stood
behind me so I didn’'t receive any
more of the bullets aimed our way.
Bo was hit 7 times, and I know the
others who helped must have been,
too.

More screams for medics,
o only this time the looks of horror
! were at me. Why? what was wrong? I
hurt really bad, my head spinning,
kind of foggy. oh god it hurts. I
reached up to put my hand to my
head and the wet warmth brought
e fear and anger boiling to the sur-
face. My newly acquired bandana
that I had gotten shot for was now
coming in handy as I held it to my
head; soaked immediately with
~  blood, which continued down my face
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heading to medic space after police used batons on protestors. The
attack was unprovoked.

[ 11-20-2003 09:39 ] Order to Disperse Orders of Dispersal at
Flagler and Biscayne. lst order issued, after three orders police
have full disclosure to use chemical weapons. No one is dispers-
ing. Police calling perfectly legal march illegal.

[ 11-20-2003 09:41 ] Black Bloc march Black Bloc group at 2nd and
3rd (70-100 people) being ordered to disperse in groups of eight.
Mot allowed to go towards march or face arrest.

[ 11-20-2003 09:43 ] Tear Gas Biscayne and Flagler. The fence is
trying to be torn down, people are moving, cops are advancing.
Tear gas has been fired. Riot cops pressing forward.

[ 11-20-2003 09:45 ] Cops attacking Cops advanced with batons af-
ter tear gas fired, but situation seems to be de-escalating. Peo-
ple are bleeding from their heads, cops beating them over the
heads with batons. Screaming in the background, crowd not being
violent, police clubbing people on the ground.

[ 11-20-2003 09:46 1”395 Bhut Down I-195, the last corridor into
downtown has been shut down. Busses full of marchers stranded out-
side of the city.

[ 11-20-2003 09:49 ] Biscayne and Flagler 150-200 ft between pro-
testors and fence. Fence is still intact. Lines of riot cops be-
tween fence and protestors. Protestors attempted to pull down
fence, before the tear gas. Tense situation, nobody is running,
people are staying in solidarity "its all good right now.*

[ 11-20-2003 09457 ] Call-out Protesters who dispersed are walking
down 2nd St. Police running their bicycles into people, threaten-
ing them. Labor unions and legal observers needed on the streats.
[ 11-20-2003 09:58 ] Police Beating Channel 7 is LYING. Saying
that protestors are attacking cops. The cops attacked from behind.
The police beat a girl over the head, medics took her away. *This
was a peaceful demonstration.®

[ 11-20-2003 10:12 ] Legal March Police may be trying to revoke
permit for legal
march at 12:30

[ 11-20-2003 10:15
Police Brutality
ldth and 2nd Ct.
Police ran over &
cyclist. People
have been tased.
People are block-
aded in there.
There has also been
pepper spray and
about 5 people are
down right now.

[ 11-20-2003 10:18 ([E
Rubber Bullets Med- |B
ics report tear gas [
fired and rubbar o o
bullets fired at E. Flagler. Cops are banging on their shields at
Biscayne.

[ 11-20-2003 10:22 ] Ground ZTero Police still demanding dispersal,
at Biscayne and Flagler. Marching band circling the area. lst and
Biscayne police are getting reckless. Eco-bloc and puppets left
front lines, headed towards arena. People engaging in nonviolent
Direct Action. Police are advancing. About 1000 people there. Po-
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lice about 4 ftr away..

[ 11-20-2003 10:25 ] Another dispersal order Cops have announced
another dispersal order, demanding protesters to leave wvia 3rd St.
Protesters nearest to cops are now kneeling down. Police holding
lina..

[ 11-20-2003 10:30 ] Ground ZTero 5th and 11th MW. Police herding
protestors. People are trying to regroup. At least 2 people ta-
sered. E Flagler and Biscayne. Police advancing aggressively. Hu-
man chain developed. People are holding their position. Things are
pretty cuiet, the drumming has stopped.

[ 11-20-2003 10:33 ] Biscayne lst Biscayne and lst. Police are
attacking the line of protestors. Firing something that is not
pepper Spray or teargas. People are slowly falling back. People
are getting injured. About 1000 people.

{ 11-20-2003 10:36 ] Channel 7 validates police brutality Channel
7 reporters claim that police brutality tactics are a necessary
force against protesters who "are not from around here,® claim
that its important to have a *fear of the unknown.®

[ 11-20-2003 10:37 ] Ground Zerc Folice pepper spraying still at
ground zero. People constantly being pushed back. Things are be-
coming disorganized. Lines getting smaller. Pepper spray wearing
on people. Mediecs are flushing people.

[ 11-20-2003 10:39 ] Steslworkers allowed to march Cops have al-
lowad steelworkers to proceed, but no other protesters are allowed
to pass.

[ 11-20-2003 10:47 ] Ordere to disparee Biscayne and lst. Protes-
tors being pushed North. Police orders to disperse, but people
have no place to go. "People would dispersa, but police have not
given it to us at this point, they have been pepper-spraying us.."
People may recon-
vene at Spm.

[ 11-20-2003 10:48

Cops beating dowm
on any protestors
who push forward.
Police are pulling |}
cut the fire |
hoses. AFL-CIO
march is coming up
behind the DA peo-
pla.

[ 11-20-2003 10:58
] Black Bloc af-
filiates subject
to harassment on
the strest People
leaving ground
zaro were followed by some men, dressed as protesters, in & red
Ford SUV. One man carried a 9mm pistol on his lap, leaned out the
window and yelled "you don't want to fuck with us.*

[ 11-20-2003 11:07 ] Undercovar Cops Dragging Protestors In about
15 minutes, protestors will be allowed into the Amphitheatre. Po-
lice are tackling someone. Undercover police dragging Black Bloc-
ers across the police line. This is at Biscayne and 2nd. Two peo-
ple are behind the police line. Protestors coming to the line.
Many cameras out.

[ 11-20-2003 11:12 ] Un-Arrest One individual was singled out be-
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We ware Created to an impromptu monologue by a homeless
woman on Saturday, who provided us with a detailed depiction of
life as a female bum under the tender mercies of the Miami FD.
Evidently, the treatment we were receiving was her day-to-day re-
ality.

The man responsible for what is now being called the
*Miami Model" of "Civil Control* is none other than John Timoney,
the ex-police commissioner of Philadelphia, who is now being em-
ployed by Homeland Security to oversee police activity in every
major city at which a mass demo is planned. He's licensed to
traval from city to city, given total contrel (and fantastic
amounts of money--8 million was allocated for this event,
strangely encugh the money came from the funds allotted by Con-
gress to carry on the Irag war. Which war was that again?}.

Timoney was personally present on the streets, riding with
a squad of bike cops, where he was given the opportunity to commu-
nicate directly with the protesters. To one of our own, 1t was
reported, he stopped long encugh to say, "You're bad. Fuck you."

I'm usually a staunch supporter of the notion that politi-
cal assassination is a futile gesture; that itc's the system and
not its individual components that needs replacing. But the closer
you are to the outer edge of the function of that system, the
greater direct impact your, um, removal stands to serve...

B NIKKI HARTMAN - Tallahas-
i see, FL

Like a bad movie, the

i foreshadowing started the sec-

ond we arrived downtown around

102M. shorcly after we ar-

rived, the police line started

to advance--first to protact

" the porter-potties from pro-
testors(?), then to block the

entire grassy area.

My day began sitting at the feet of a line of officers,
maditating (praying) and waiting patiently for us to be allowed
into the rally to hear the speakers and wait for the parade. This
was my first political protest, so I was very interested in hear-
ing all the speakers and observing the events. But no protestors
were allowed in the rally--union members only. 5o we positioned
ourselves out of the way and waited for the parade.

I stood up on the hill by the fence to better see every-
thing going on. I heard chanting and saw dancing, peace signs and
protestors holding signs--then I saw the police advance, again and
again, with no warning, no instructions, just banging their sticks
on their shields, throwing teargas and occasionally firing into
the crowd. They had backed us up so far I was sitting on the rail-
ing of the amphitheater walkway with my prayer beads once again in
my hands--again the police advance, no warning, no reason.

I ducked under the railing and saw a black bandana on the
ground. It seemad profound to me, and I wanted it. On my lnees
from ducking under the railing, I put both arms in the air and
slowly gestured the bandana to the closest officer. He kicked it
toward me and nodded. I grabbed the bandana and guickly turned,
still on my knees, to crawl under the second railing.
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A few days early for the actual event, I immerse myself in
cooking, cleaning, security, answering the phones, and every other
imaginable, mundane infrastructure activity. Clearly, there's lit-
tle focus for this demo (except Focus herself--hi, Focus!): far
mora fesktival than militant mobilization.

After not eating or sleeping for three days, I unsurpris-
ingly fall ill. The timing couldn't be worse as this is the day
the actual action starts (meaning I was missing my chance to be
gassed and shot by the Miami PD!).

The medics ply me with Emergen-C and ez-2-eat foodstuffs.

I sleap.

Meanwhile, the people on the street are falling victim to
the most horrific police repression I‘ve ever heard of, at least
in the US; if you've ever imagined the worst that things could
actually get for those whiny activists, this was it. People being
cornered and dragged inte unmarked white vans. Random beatings by
70! bike cops. Souvenir photos taken of the victims bleeding and
handcuffed. Unsafe to walk the streets. Scme people ware beaten by
scme cops for the amusement of some other cops as they ate lunch
at a cafe. Unprovoked mass shootings, gassings, beatings. People
would leave the Medic space downtown, only to get ambushed by cops
waiting outside and pepper sprayed across the eyes.

Over 8,000 union members were prevented from joining the
[permitted) march Thursday, by police who blocked all freeway ex-
its; nearly 100 buses were turned away.

S0 many people are arrested today that there's nothing to
do but work to get some back out so we can keep having a mobiliza-
tion.

Friday is consumed by frantic phone work (I've opted at
this point to receive Legal Observer training; I got a green hat
and everything). People are posted all over the Welcome Center all
night in anticipation of a police raid (which almost happens, but
there's too many news media people camped outside).

Reports from inside the jail begin to trickle inte the
Welcome Space; APOC (Anarchist People of Color) hold a short meet-
ing to talk about what's been happening to thelr peeps on the in-
side. Reports of forced fellatio (by that I mean the cops forced a
female protester to suck them off), people being pepper-sprayed
for hours on end while restrained, pecple stripped naked and
blasted with hoses every two hours (for those of you whe have not
bean to jail yet, the AC ig set to about 50 degrees at all times
to deal with body heat). One man went to the hospital after re-
ceiving a brain hemorrhage and a dislocated eyeball while in cus-
tody. As of this writing, one man is still missing.

Too weak to do anything else, I bust ass on the phone try-
ing to get six (of our 20 or so) kids out of jail. I watch heli-
copters whiz around overhead. At least 4 are visible from the wWel-
come Center at any time. At night, they shine spotlights on us.

This must be what it's like to ba black.

It's hard to gauge the intentions of the locals; many seem
sympathetic to our cause (nearly everyone I talked to about the
FTAA acrose America not only knew what it was, but understood how
it'd negatively affect them! Death to the myth of Joe Six-packl),
but just as many tried to hustle us or sell us drugs--scmetimes at
the same time they were expressing understanding of our cause.
It's a living. A very few people got mugged, accompanied by some
encouraging words regarding which neighborhoods they ought to be
bringing cops into.
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cause he called out an undercover. This person was successfully
un-arrested.

[ 11-20-2003 11:18 ] Steelworkers declare sclidarity with Direct
Action While the direct action folks are still being held by po-
lice, the workers have been allowed to peacefully assemble. Steel-
worker organizers have declared their solidarity with those in-
volved in direct action and say that they will continue to march
even if police attempt to halt their actions.

[ 11-20-2003 11:22 ] Steelworkers allow non-union mambers to join
march The steelworkers are calling out for supporters of their
march, but are asking that no one bring drums.

[ 11-20-2003 11:22 ] Steelworkers Showlng Up Union members started
to show up. Steelworkers are at the amphitheater. Protesters at
the fence slowly being pushed back to the amphitheater. Concussion
grenades going off, pepper spray fired. People are rallying with
the labor unions. All directions are moving towards the amphithea-
ter.

[ 11-20-2003 11:24 ] Folice putting on gas masks and preparing to
arrest those on strest

[ 11-20-2003 11:31 ] Cops Pull Guns Cops are leading into Bayfront
Amphitheater. Things "look chaotic® up there. Copsa have pulled
their guns and pointed them at people. Someone is on the ground
with rifles pointed at him. AFL-CIO marshals trying to talk the
police down.

[ 11-20-3003 11:31 ] Police attack steslworkers Cops knocked down
5-6 steelworkers outside amphitheater, preparing tasers and tear
gas. One protester lying on the ground immobile. AFL-CIO mediat-
ing.

[ 11-20-2003 11:42 ] 4 people arreasted, badly beaten A group of
direct action folks were standing in the amphitheater waiting to
join the legal march when riob cops surrounded them. 4 people were
tasered and beaten badly with batons. After this unwarranted bru-
tality, the four people were arrested.

[ 11-20-2003 11:45 ] Police have stopped allowing anyona to join
tha workers march downtown

[ 11-20-2003 11:55 ] Detainees at 2nd Ave and 3rd St harassed,
tasared After the police demanded the detainees at 2nd and 3rd St.
to dispersa, cops in riot gear on bicycles continued to follow the
detainees and several protesters were tasered and badly beaten.

[ 11-20-2003 12:08 ] Bolidarity About 9000 people outside the Am-
phitheater. Police drove protesters away from fence about 4
blocks. 1000 Steelworkers marched to the protesters for Solidar-
ity.

[ 11-20-2003 12:30 ] Inside the Amphitheater Amphitheater, inside.
About half-full, and growing. 185 buses detained that are trying
to get to the rally. Chanting "No way FTAA". Letting people past
checkpoints in groups of twenty, some people getting searched
twice. Crowd is growing.

[ 11-20-2003 12:33 ) ID Reguired Police are saying there are
*official” and "un-official" protesters. They are requiring ID to
get inside the Amphitheater for the AFL-CIO march.

[ 11-20-2003 13:10 ] Dpdate from Amphitheater Labor folks are be-
ing stopped from coming into the Amphitheater. The cops tasered a
steelworker. The cops haven't been advancing. DA folks are not
around, last seen being gassed and tasered. There are many people
in now. On the street about 1000. Union folks lining up against
the cops, in one long line across the park.

[ 11-20-2003 13:23 ] AFL-CIO March The AFL-CIO march, which is
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permitted, has started.
[ 11-20-2003 13:28 ] AFL march not open to all AFL march organiz-
ers have stated that direct action folks are permitted to walk in
solidarity with them, however, some profiling of activists has
already taken place. After waiting in line for 2 hours to join the
march, some people from direct action were turned away because of
the way they look.
[ 11-20-2003 13145 ] Frovocateurs Among Protesters Report from the
street that there have been _
gmall groups of provo-
cateurs trying to blend
into the crowd and attempt-
ing to provoke protesters
into doing things that will
get them quickly arrested.
Parson who reported this
gaid that reporters have
video footage proof.
[ 11-20-2003 15:34 ] Offi-
cial police report on ar-
ragte 56 arrests as of 3PM,
6 of which were felonies
[ 11-20-2003 15:44 ] New
march to fence A group of
drummers lead march to the
fence at 1lst street and
Biscayne, about 1000 demonstrators followad. Riot police blocking
access to fence. Black Bloc flag calling for pecople to regroup.
While more protesters are exiting the Amphitheater where the labor
march ended a while ago, people are chanting inches away from the
-police.
[ 11-20-2003 15:47 ] Peppar spray and batons at fenca About
3000/4000 at 1st and Biscayne. A large number attacking fence.
Tear gas, pepper spray, and some sort of projectile weapon are
being used against the protesters who were moving towards the
fence at Biscayne.
[ 11-20-2003 15:53 ] Passive resistance at fence Female protester
sitting behind police line at Biscayne and 4th. Police threatening
to beat her up, caller says she will not move despite tears from
tear gas.
[ 11-20-2003 15:57 ] Fire on Biscayne Protesters fighting back and
marching towards the street despite police brutality. Tear gas and
rubber bullets are being thrown to the 3000/4000 at fence on Bis-
cayne and lst street.
[ 11-20-2003 15:59 ] Bipcayne Union and DA folks together at Bay-
front park. There have been pellet bags shot, tear gas thrown back
at cops, bonfires lit. Many hurt, no arrests. Nearly 1000 demon-
strators advanced on one line of riot cops. Riot Cops are moving
in from a different side. ME 3rd and Biscayne. Tear Gas being
fired, people regrouping and setting up barricades. Drummers are
drumming to keep the enargy high, riot cops advancing quickly.
[ 11-20-2003 16:00 ] Rubber bullets being used against protesters
on Biscayne IMC reporter hit by & rubber bullet on Biscayne.
[ 11-20-2003 16:01 ] Update from the fence Riot police are advanc-
ing North on Biscayne. Using 3 or 4 different chemical weapons
{blue-green cloud). People at the front believed that this was
started by provocateurs. About 250 riots cops on Biscayne flanked
by a couple vans. About 800 people being pushed down 3rd away from
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the right of me, and through the gas and the smoke and the pepper
spray clinging in the air, I see a man. He is gripping his arm, a
mangled remnant of what it once was. Blood is dripping from his
left hand. Shards of bone mingle with tissue in what used to be
his arm. The man is older than I am, much older. A retiree who had
coma here to voice his opposition to a trade deal that would im-
pact his son, daughter, and indeed, his way of living, only to
become another casualty in the fight with global capital. His eyes
are clenched, as much as his fist. I urge him to relax. I call for
a medic. The gag has started to clear.

Beyond him the phalanx of police approaches. The echo of
nightsticks on shields calls out their weapon of choice: fear. The

-setting sun reflects off the polished armor as they march forward,

in unison. They are no longer human, but one big machine, lumber-
ing forward with one intention. They exist to subdue me, to subdus
us. I leave the man, who is now surrounded by wolunteer medics:
mutual aid in action.

I start te walk. One quick glance over my shoulder, and I
no longer see the medics or the man. I only see the line of black
and brown. The uniforms of many different police agencies formed
into one fluid autematon. And they approach. I run. I come finally
to another crowd. Resistance is their goal; they will not be
pushed away as easily as those before them had. This will be a
time for a stand. I find my struggle in theirs. I too, want to
feel empowered once again. I too, want to achieve what I came here
to do: to voice my opposition to these trade talks. I cannot run.
1 must show defiance.

The police stop once more. A volley is fired from the
front ranks. The projectiles zip and whiz over head. The air is
alive with the sound of the buzzing, as if many bees had descended
upon this ragtag line of those that would stand for their freedom.

The all too familiar snap-clap of the rounds making con-
tact with skin and muscle fills my ears as I turn to my left. An
explosion of blood comes from the face of the person in front of
me, as a rubber bullet makes contact with his eye. The blood
sprays from the wound, splattering to the ground and on comrades
who are closer than ma.

" The high pitched shrill is the last sound I hear before I
awake. I awake to a world filled with poverty, hopelessness, and
suffering. Our entire world reeks of oppressicn and tyranny.
That's why we were there. That's why we experienced what we did.
The grim truth is that our suffering on that day is only a frac-
tion of what millions go through when they try to resist. We, as
first world inhabitants, came out relatively unscathed. And that's
the greatest tragedy: that we suffered so much, but that we know
so many suffer so much worse. I wish this had just been a night-
mare. Unfortunataly, I know all too well that it was reality, a
reality that I cennot escape. I was there. I saw it all. And T
have sean it all, every night since.

KEVIN - San Diego, CA

Miami, Florida looks like Tijuana, but with better roads
and peor black folk instead of poor Mexicans. Stray dogs of all
imaginable breeds run around, waiting to be struck by cars. Hous-

ing projects with bright lead paint, Haitian churches in French.
Botanicals that take up half a block.
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PART THREE: Stories

DAVE BTRANO - Lawrence, KS

Gas. All around me was the white gas. And screams. The
screams echoed through my ears, the screams of the terrified, the
injured, the victims of the most militant crackdown on American
protest in decades. The city of Miami had spent %8 million on this
charade of security, federal funds "earmarked" for the war on

5. 2800 Ay dousn, A1l cialte smpocwd

"terror” in Iraq and Afghanistan. It was telling that the money
had instead gone to fight a war on dissent back at home.

I had come to Miami to protest the formation of the Free
Trade Area of the Americas. After being there for less than 24
hours, I had already been shot at, pepper sprayed, tear gassed,
held at gun-point by automatic weaponry, searched, and profiled.
It's an experience that won't let go of me.

When I came back to Lawrence, Kansas, I thought I was
fine. After all, I was one of the few who weren't badly injured,
hadn't been arrested, and hadn't suffered the worst of the police
gtate. I had just seen most of it happen. Sure, it was hard to
come out of the experience without smelling a bit of the gas or
feeling the sting of the pepper spray, but I hadn't really suf-
fered that day.

The suffering came when I got homa. I haven't been able to
shake off the visions of that day. I find myself tossing and turn-
ing all night, sweat pouring from my brow, not being able to get
the images out of my mind. Every night it has played out the same
way. The second I close my eyes, I can smell the gas. The white,
burning gas envelops me.

The noise starts to pick up. The snap-clap of "less la-
thal" ammunition impacting with human flesh and bone. The hideous
moist cracking sound of limbs being broken beside me. I look to
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tha fanca.

[ 11-20-2003 16:08 ] Protesters being pushed westward on second
Concussion grenades have been fired. Protesters trying to hold
ground by building barricades with wooden pallets.
[ 11-20-2003 16:13 ] Pollce brutality Pecple have been hit by tear
gas, bleeding from the ear. People are standing strong through the
pain. On 3rd St the police are pushing demonstrators wast. Police
shooting randomly intoe the crowd.
[ 11-20-2003 16:19% ] AFL-CIO leaving 200-300 riot cops advancing
wast on NE 3rd S5t. on a crowd. AFL-CIO people scattering. Rubber
bullets and tear gas ran them away. Police aiming for people with
masks and pepper spraying "wildly.*
[ 11-20-2003 16:25 ] Police advancing NE 3rd St. Police firing
rubber bullets indiscriminately.
[ 11-20-2003 16:29 ] Pepper spraying Pecple pushed back to amphi-
theater and as far aback as Miami-Dade Community College. IMC
journalist severely pepper-sprayed, people throwing tear gas back
into the police.
[ 11-20-2003 16:28 ] Indiscriminate shootings Rubber bullete con-
tinue to fly. Many people shot in the head and face, including
journalists. Reports of one corporate journalist receiving a rub-
ber bullet to the eye.
[ 11-20-2003 16:44 ] Barricades 3rd Ave and Miami Arena. Riot Cops
advancing quickly with police cars behind them. Barricades being
set-up. There is a lot of yelling in the background. The cops are
now removing the barricades.
[ 11-20-2003 16:54 ] Wellness Center Cops using tear gas indis-
criminately, moving close to the Wellness Center at 5th and M Mi-
ami. Outside decontamination spaces at Wellness Center had to be
ghut down because tear gas is lingering. [ 11-20-2003 17:05 ] 1st
Ave and 1llth 8t (on railroad tracks). Police are trying to divide
a couple hundred protesters by driving their cruisers through the
masses. Several people have been bumped, no reported injuries due
ko the police cars.
g [ 11-20-2003 17:19 ]
; L_|2lst and lst NW. Cops
- ]| 2re everywhere. Divert-
ing traffic, cops are
e |chnsing people. Possibly
gl herding folks back to-
wards Convergence Cen-
ter. Around 300 cops.
Cops are not letting
;|anyuna downtown.
#l [ 11-20-2003 17.:31 ]
!Driuing up N Main, peo-
| ple walking towards Con-
|vargenca Caenter are ba-
ing stopped and ar-
4l rested.
[ 11-20-2003 1B:1l4 ] The
police are stationed
about two blocks south of the Convergence Space. There are pecople
milling about outside of the space including a lot of media. The
police had a little parade in front of the convergence space. In-
side there is an emergency meeting happening discussing our op-
tions.
[ 11-20-2003 21:52 ] FTAA talks end The Free Trade Area of the
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Americas summit came to a premature cleose this evening, after min-
isters from 34 countries apparently accepted a watered-down pro-
posal for creating a hemispheric economic community.

[ 11-20-2003 22:13 ] Legal update Legal Support has 100-150 ar-
reats confirmed, but there are lots more pecple that have been
arrested. 4 legal observers were arrested.

[ 11-20-2003 22:30 ] 15 arrests 15 members of the Black Bloc were
just arrested in downtown Miami.

[ 11-20-2003 22:50 ] Protest at Channel 7 news People are protest-
ing Channel 7's distortion of today's events. There are approx 16
people, location: 16 1401 79th 5t. Causeway.

[ 11-20-2003 23:31 ] Jail Solidarity They are holding people sepa-
rately, processing people separately - no more attorney visits
tonight. Attorneys are going to try to visit those who have been
charged with felonies. Public Defenders are working on misdemean-
ors, they have been trained in jail solidarity and will be suppor-
Eiva.

[ 11-20-2003 23:36 ] Medical Update Lots of people were attacked
with pepper spray and tear gas; many were also treated for head
injuries - several people ended up going to the hospital. The
Wellness Center, a healing space organized by the Action Medical
group, was attacked by riot police today. Door-persons were pep-
per-sprayed.

[ 11-21-2003 10:49 ] Riot cops sulting up on Biscayne Several
dozen police cars have pulled up at Biscayne between lst and 2nd,
are putting on riot gear. Mo demonstrators are in the area.

[ 11-21-2003
10:51 ] Police
at CTC Police
are arresting or
detaining peocple
going into the
Citizen's Trade
Campaign office
at 217 N Miami.
A line of bike
cops have
blocked off the
streets around
the CTC. 7 peo-
ple ware ar-
rested ocutside
of the space. Police came to the door and asked to be let in, they
were not allowed in. Pecple in the CTC are walting to see what
happens.

[ 11-21-2003 11:47 ] Update on arrests, jall Between 130-160 peo-
ple were arrested yesterday. Those charged with misdemeanors will
have bond hearings today. Legal is also trying to secure bond
hearings for those doing jail solidarity. Those held at Dade
County Jail face possible felony charges. (approx 100 misdemean-
ors, 60 felony charges)

[ 11-21-2003 11:56 ] "Really really frea market bizarre® The
*really really free market bizarre* is currently taking place. It
is "a free open air market to celebrate ocur alternative practices
and vigions.*

[ 11-21-2003 12:09 ] Searches and detenticns at lst and lst As
people were leaving the Royalton hotel at lst street and lst Ave.,
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main day of action. These groups went entirely unnoticed by the
police, and put up a massive amount of posters and graffiti in
neighborhoods whose only source of information on the FTAAR might
otherwise have been the corporate news media.

-Autonomous direct actions.One can guess that many affinity
groups organized covert actions in Miami that have not been widely
publicized. A communigué on Indymedia announced that multiple
military recruiting centers had suffered property destruction.
Rumors have circulated about other similar actions. The powers
that be have made a point of keeping silent about all such activi-
ties, of course, and from this we can deduce that they regard them

as a genuine threat which must not be encouraged by any free pub-
licity.

= "The Really Really Free Market” took place on the day after the
main actions. Hundreds participated in setting up this working
example of a gift economy in action. Groups set up blankets and
booths providing free stuff from food, art, literature, and music,
to massages, new banner dropping methods, funny hats, and healing
circles. This action highlighted our alternatives to “free” trade
and capitalism, and shnued examples of how human haings can pru—

other through mutual aid.

Shutting down such meetings was always a symbolic goal,
remember, even when it was possible by such straightforward means.
Now that the government has to spend eight and a half million dol-
lars every time a ministerial takes place, and not only paralyze
the city but also terrorize its inhabitants, it might be that
they're doing our work for us: the once-secret meetings are impos-
sible to keep out of the public eye, the *free® trade they concern
is associated with massive police repression and suspension of
human rights, and there are more opportunities than ever for us to
bring up our alternative. All we have to do is show up, cause them
enough consternation that they’ll have to make the same prepara-
tions for the next one, and get away without unsustainable losses.

When news headlines run the gamut from *Murderous Anar-
chists Hope to Destroy the City" to “Harmless Protesters Brutal-
ized by Police,* (which at best only portrays us as victims and
frightens people away from future protests), the message is clear:
this should not ba a time for discouragement and retreat, but
rather a time for outrage and mobilization.

“Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is go-
ing to get better. It's not.”

- The Lorax by Dr. Suess
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SUNSHINE ON A CLOUDY FLORIDA DAY

{taken from Bringing the Heat in Miami, an analysis of Direct Ac-

tion at the November 2003 FTAA Ministerial by the Crimethinc. Col-
lactive)

Outside the haze of tear gas and robo-cops wielding guns and ba-
tons, there were many successful aspects of the Miami mobilization
against the FTAA, and it's important that these efforts aren't
ocbscured by all the discussion of police brutality. Here are a
few:

-Free housing, free food, free legal and free medical support was
provided by and for thousands of people throughout the mobiliza-
tion. Talk about workable alternatives to capitalism.

-The Green and Eco-Bloc set up a community garden in Overtown,
and distributed cherry trees throughout the neighborhood as well

as sharing gardening skills and other resources that will be of
lasting value.

-Hundreds of people participated in the Root Cause march, which
crossed the thirty four miles from Fort Lauderdale to Miami, one
mile for every country involved in the PTAA discussions. The march
connected important struggles in South Florida to the FTAA and
brought out the ways that poor commnities and people of coler in
the region are already being affected by *free” trade. Many alli-

ances were built and strengthened between those who took part in
this march.

-8ix weeks before the FTAA ministerial, the anarchists in the
Lake Worth Global Justice Group organized the Free Carnival Area
of the americas (FCAA) in Lake Worth, Florida, about one hour
north of Miami. The FCAA opened a warehouse to provide space for
puppet and art making, planning meetings and workshops, and other
preparations for protests against the FTAA. They put out a call
for activists to join them in this effort in the weeks before the
FTAA ministerial. The art and puppets were used in the Root Cause
march and the direct actions in Miami, and the activist infra-
structure in Lake Worth contributed in other crucial ways to the
mobilization. Many other inspiring and successful events cccurred
under the umbrella of the Free Carnival Area of the Americas, too.

-Both prior to the main days of action and after, anarchists in
Sputh Florida organized three press conferences and public forums.
One of these events, entitled "A New World in Our Hearts,” was
held in Lake Worth a week before the main days of actien. It at-
tracted large numbers of people from the Lake Worth community and
helped to get many involved in organizing and playing other sup-
portive roles, such as providing much-needed housing for activists
arriving from out of town.

-A couple affinity groups working together compiled and distrib-
uted packets including posters, wheat paste, stickers, annotated
maps, and similar redecorating tools to dozens of other groups and
individuals. Sewveral crews covered various Miami neighborhoods
with messages of resistance to the FTAA in the nights before the
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3-5 people were detained by police, thrown on the ground by po-
lice. They were searched and have since been released. Down the
street 4-5 more are being held, searches of wvehicles are taking
place, police are surrounding them. Legal was observing. Observers
ware told they had 3 seconds to leave, then were detained and
since have been released.
————— . [ 11-21-2003
12:30 ] 50-
60 demon-
stratora at
| Miami Herald
50-60 demon-
Ml strators are
in front on
the Miami

il Herald. Po-
et lice are

lamaaaing.

i but no hos-
o8l tilities
| reported.
o Miami Herald
reporters
|ure embedded
with police.

[ 11-21-2003
12:41 ] 12th and Miami 12th and Miami in front of T and B market,

4 people spread-eagled on the ground, 30 cops riot gear

[ 11-21-2003 12:43 ] 11lth and N. Miami, 12 people detained then
released Strong police presence at N. Miami and 11th, police load-
ing things into a dumpster

[ 11-21-2003 12:4B ] Legal update 4 activists held at $10,000 bail
each at Miami-Dade, need $1000 each to get out.

[ 11-21-3003 13:05 ] Police presence at Really Really Free Market
Bazaar, 8th and W. Mlami A crew of riot cops on bikes are riding
around very near the free market bazaar.

[ 11-21-2003 13:06 ] Free markat = Illegal assembly The entirely
peaceful Really Really Free Trade Bazaar action at the old Miami
arena is facing police harassment, who are characterizing it as an
illegal assembly under the recently passed anti-protest ordinance.
[ 11-21-2003 13:17 ] Police blowing things up in downtown Miami
What sounded like a concussion grenade was actually the police at
Bth and 1st blowing up a "suspicious package®, possibly the same
package of free goods destined for the really really free trade
bazaar action, which was reported confiscated by an activist ear-
lier.

[ 11-21-2003 13:36 ] Jail solidarity action, 2pm, 12th Ave and
l4th 8t. MW Jail solidarity action and press conference about to
begin, 2pm

[ 11-21-2003 14:01 ] Good newsl The really really frea trade ba-
zaar is in full swing. The atmosphere is festive, with around 2100
pecple enjoying free goods, free food, free massages, free danc-
ing, and much more. But the police are reportedly harassing pecple
on their way there.

[ 11-21-3003 14:17 ] Report of large number of riot police mobi-
lized @ N Bigcayne and lst Ave They are completely cutfitted with
gear and ready to go...somewhere?

[ 11-21-2003 14:26 ] 1 people arrested sarlier today, 1 beaten At
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1:30pm today, 12 people were sitting on the sidewalk near the cld
Miami arena when they were approached by 10 hike police. 2 were
detained and arrested, and 1 was beaten. The person beaten already
had stitches from being beaten yesterday.
[ 11-21-2003 15:27 ] Report from street of large group of riot
police suiting up near jail sclidarity actiocm
[ 11-21-2003 15:32 ] Police now surrounding protesters at jail
rally About 300 protesters are at jail support rally. Police giv-
ing order to disperse. police moving in to surround actiwvists.
[ 11-21-2003 15:52 ] Jall solidarity protest update Reports that
people in jail will not be allowed to leave or go to
trial/arraignment because the prison is locked down. 200 riot po-
lice are present, potentially more police than protesters at the
jail.
[ 11-21-2003 15:54 ] Report of "snatch and grab” van cruising
around city Reports from street that there is a van with a black
panther flag on it ecruising around the city and harassing and cap-
turing activists. Suspicion that the van is being operated by the
police.
[ 11-21-2003 15:59 ] 9 pecple searched detained at se 5th 5t and
ist. 9 people at 9th St. and lst Ave. thrown to the pavement and
searched by police. People are being detained, when they asked why
they were being detained, police refused to answer (documented on
the air on the radio stream) or answered with "Welcome to Miami.*®
Police not wearing badges, refuse to orally give names or badge
numbers.
[ 11-21-2003 16:25 ] More police moving towards jail solidarity
protest 12th and ldth 150 riot police moving south towards the
jail solidarity protest, another 100 coming down ld4th, joining the
police already surrounding the jail solidarity protest
[ 11-21-2003 16:29 ] Jail solidarity declared illegal Jail soli-
— ———— - daril:y given

leave, people
are trickling
away .
| [ 11-21-2003
16538 ] 7 pro-
-l teptars rafus-
g| ing to dispersa
Police have
issued order to
disperse, but 7
have refused
and are locking
arms .
[ 11-21-2003

“) 16:40 ] Axrrasts

" at jail soli-

darity The 5-8 people who refused to leave were arrested. After-
wards, police turned and started advancing on the protesters
across the street, tapping on their shields. Police are using rub-
ber bullet shotguns on anyone there, including members of the cor-
porate press. Demonstrators are chanting "put the weapons down."
[ 11-21-2003 16:50 ] Police have started discharging chemical and
projectile weapons into the demonstrators at the jail solidarity
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not want to taint the CIP's investigative process by remaining on
the board after his credibility had been called into guestion.

**I thought long and hard about this Last night was a
vary tough night for me,'' Roulhac said, "“But as long as I am the
isgue, and not the policies, procedures, and actions of the police
department being fairly investigated, I should remove myself as
the issue'' (Miami Herald, 1/17/04).

The Citizens’ Investigative Panel is scheduled to meet
again February 5™, 2004.

. Meanwhile, the integrity of the Philadelphia Folice De-
partment is being challenged. A 50 page report has been filed with
U.5. District Judge Stewart Dalzell revolving around the depart-
ment’s abuses over past years. The report highlights more than a
thousand cases handled by the police disciplinary system between
January 2000 and May 2002, including officers or supervisors who
allegedly consorted with feleons actively involved in crime; sesu-
ally harassed citizens or co-workers; illegally detained, searched
and arrested citizens; accepted improper gratuities; did inade-
gquate investigations; cbetructed Internal Affairs investigations;
used excessive force; or whose conduct was unprofessional (Channel
6 News, www.wpvi.com, 1/06/04).

John Timoney can now leok forward to fighting on two
fronts. But what with lacking the abilicy te simply bash in the
heads of his enemies or try out some new form of chemical warfare
in their faces, the chief is going to hawve to figure out a pretty
clever way to slither around this one.

To see John Timoney's home page, visit: www.cheiftimoney.com
It's pratcy funny.
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November 20 with head wounds. The first was a male who was hit on
his left temple with a rubber bullet and it split his head open.
The split was about a half-inch long and a quarter-inch wide....
Shortly after he left we came across another male who was shot in
his left eyebrow. A few centimeters lower and he would have lost
the eye, I think. His main
g complaint was that he
couldn't see out of either
eye and had a massive head-
ache. The blunt trauma
blinded him. I don't know
| if it was permanent or not®
(Miami New Times,
12/12/03) .

The tease for WPLG-
Rl TVv's (Channel 10} 11:00
§l p.m. newscast contained
footage of local filmmaker
Carl Kesser's blood splat-
tering on the lens of his
| video camera; while taping
| the police advance on pro-
testers on the afterncon of
November 20, Kesser was struck in the head with a beanbag fired by
a cop. The lead story showed the filmmaker pointing at the ban-
dages wrapped around his head and saying there was a hole *the
size of a golf ball* under them. The reporter was shown asking the
police chief to look at the disturbing footage. Timoney refused,
accusing him of trying to create "a Jerry Springer moment" (Miami
New Times, 12/12703).

On Decembar 16", about 350 trade unionists and activists
crammed into the United Teachers of Dade headquarters to call for
the resignation of John Timoney and a full investigation of police
misconduct during the trade talks. The meeting, which was spon-
sored by the AFL-CIO and the Alliance for Retired Americans (ARA),
included the testimonies of many witnesses and victims of police
brutality and arbitrary arrests. Richard Trumka, secretary-
treasurer of the AFL-CIO, declared to an enthusiastic audience,
"Never again will our workers and their allies be treated as they
werel!” (People’'s Weekly World 1/08/04)

The Citizens' Investigative Panel held its first meeting
January 15"™. Activists gathered to testify against Timoney,
charging him with explicitly misdirecting his police force and
violating numerous civil rights.

Fred Frost, president of the South Florida AFL-CIO, said,
"We had one individual who paid taxes all of his life -- longer
than I've been alive on this earth -- fought in a war to defend
this country, and he was denied bathroom facilities and he soiled
himself!* (Channel 10 News, www.clicklO.com, 1/16/04)

This group of over 100 that met for the hearing, hit road-
blocks, however, when there was an accusation of a biased CIP
panel member. Most were reluctant to proceed with the hearing due
to a man named Peter Roulhac, who had previously made comments
praising and approving of Timoney's methods. Roulhac, chairman of
the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce, did not speak at the hear-
ing but said afterward he had a lot of *“soul searching to do to-
night'' (Miami Herald, 1/16/04).

Roulhac emerged the next afternoon, announcing that he did

34

protest...violent arrests are being made, at least 7 so far, in-
cluding 2 Indymedia reporters.
[ 11-21-2003 16:53 ] More arreste Reports of up to 20 to 30 people
arrested at the jail solidarity event
[ 11-21-2003 16:54 ] Very intense situation at jail solidarity
rally People running from police, everyone that can be grabbed by
police being arrested.
[ 11-21-2003 16:58 ] Jail solidarity reporte Police agreed to let
people go and then proceeded to arrest them.
[ 11-21-2003 17:06 ] Police attacking pecple LEAVING jail solidar-
ity protest Police are following and aggressively attacking people
trying to leave jail solidarity protests, bike cops jumping off

— —_— bikes and tackling
people, cops seen
shooting a medic in
1| the back three
times with pepper
il spray and at least
one rubber bullet.
A woman with her
arms up as if to
| surrender to the
police was thrown
faca forward on the
ground by police.
Bl These ware all
{| peaceful people
Bl COMPLYING with a
police order to
disperse.
{ 11-21-2003 17:20
] More from jail
solidarity/police riot Reports of bystanders being arrested, as
wall as of arrested people asking for medical attention being de-
nied care.
[ 11-21-3003 17:25 ] Corporate media reports of a Tpm curfew have
not been verified Corporate media announced a 7pm curfew, but this
has not been verified.
[ 11-21-2003 17:26 ] Reports of 3 legal observers. arrested during
police riot after jall solidarity rally
[ 11-21-2003 17:49 ] Reports of large line of police cars and vans
driving towards the Convergence Center at NW 20 and IZnd Ave.
[ 11-21-2003 17:49 ] Police surrounding Univ. of Miami arts build-
ing 3100+ riot cops are surrounding the Miami-Dade community col-
lege arts building, searching the building and the area.
[ 11-21-3003 18:20 ] 14th and 12th update 30 protestors arrested.
3 National Lawyers’' Guild lawyers were detained and prevented from
getting access to the 30 arrestees to take statements.
[ 11-21-2003 18:23 ] Reaporta on arrest figures at jail solidarity
Reports from NPR radio and an unconfirmed source say that 75 peo-
ple were arrested today when the police broke up the jall solidar-
ity rally. Miamli herald has reported 62 people arrested today.

[ 11-22-2003 17:47 ] Police Harassment Continues after the Pro-

tasts 5:00 p.m. A police troop of approximately fifty armed offi-
cers rode directly up to CTC space. The officer in charge pulled

his bike up onto the sidewalk in front of where two journalists,
Fufus and Rine, were sitting peacefully. Without any kind of
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provocation, the armed troops began whistling, pointing, and cat-
calling at us, and the head officer yelled "hnarchy stop!” After
that, the fifty (+/-) officers behind him began shouting and jeer-
ing. "Welcome to Miami,” one yelled. Numerous officers made a
physical gesture representative of giving the middle finger, as
well as yelling “"Losers! Losers!" repeatedly. "Come back for a
fight anytime!* yelled one officer, grinning and laughing. *You
guys didn't do shit downtown!" another yelled. *Assholes!” hooted
another.* Many punched their fists in the air, in our general di-
rection. 5:44 p.m. The troop has just ridden by again. This time,
no one was outside to harass, and they rode by whistling and yell-
ing. They were followed by a squad car with its lights flashing
for no apparent reason.

[ 11-22-2003 20:00 ] Reports of brutality within the jail Reports
have come to the

within the =
prison walls and
is now at a hos-
pital. The indi-
vidual is cur-
rently missing.
Another man who
had sustained
injuries to his
head during the
protests has
been neglected _
and is suffering
from a hemor-
rhage. There are
also reports |
that two trans-
gender pecple
have been sexu-
ally abused.

[ 11-22-2003
20:30 ] Some Indymedia activists are being denied entry to bail
They were told by police that they would be arrested if they in-
sisted on entering.

[ 11-23-2003 08:31 ] SOLIDARITY: 2nd Day of S0A Protests Have Ba-
gun The 2nd day of protests at the School of the Americas (S0A) in
Columbus, GA have begun. Thousands are streaming to the gate now,
with music and singing on the stage. Check out Atlants IMC for

full coverage: http://fatlanta.indymedia.org.

[ 11-24-2003 21:27 ] Update from Miami Activist Defense: There are
only about 15 people that remain in prison, mostly on felony
charges - all others have been released.

[ 11-24-2003 23:28 ] Legal Update Miami Activist Defense reports
that by tomorrow morning, all except cne activist will have been
released from prison.

[ 11-26-2003 11:13 ] Jordan Jordan, street medic, anti-fascist,
humanitarian activist, died of meningitis at 2AM this morning. If

you know anyone treated by him in Miami, get those people to a
doctor.
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thn.ﬂniz v::narahaa from the bullies and the thugs. The new job
Worn E t. In T : i :
(13723701) . . | We Weya. it's protacting the millionairas

In Miami, Timoney spent %8.5 million, extracted directly
from the $87 billion the government allotted for “rebuilding
Irag.” It is debatable whether any of that money is going toward
rebuilding Irag in the first place, but the fact is that the $8.5
million used to attack US citizens, was not.

During the FTAA mobilization, he told outrageous lies to
the media including a statement that the protesters were throwing
tear gas at the cops!

"I got a lot of tear gas,” Timoney said. "we all got
gassed. They were loaded to the hilt. A lot of missiles, bottles,
rocks, tear gas from the radicals® (Democracy Nowl) .

This statement completely neglects the fact that even if
protesters had access to such weapons, it would have proved to be
a futile attempt as all police were wearing gas masks anyhow.

Miami Mayor Manny Diaz called the police actions a model .
for homeland security. FTAR officials called it extraordinary:
Others, however, weren't so encouraging. The AFL-CIO has asked
Timoney to step down. Numercus lawsuits are pending.

And unfortunately for John Timoney, the thirteen-member
Citizens' Investigative Panel (CIP) is initiating an investigation
into the brutalizing of protesters, in addition to other miscon-
duct on the part of police. There is much video footage available
as evidence and dozens of witnesses willing to testify, many of
whom, themselves, suffered bodily harm on account of officers of
the law.

Unless he was entirely unaware of what was happening
around him, Timoney blatantly lied when he was quoted in the Miami
Wew Times as saying, *There may be some complaints of bruises and
what have you.There were no head wounds as a result of police
sticks across people's heads®" (12/12/03). He may find that claim
difficult to refute in court.

Ryan Conrad, a twenty-year-old who attends Bates College
in Lewiston, Maine contradicts Timoney's aforementioned statement
by telling the Miaml Mew Times in a telephone interview, "I was
bleeding through the scarf I had on my head. There was blood all
over my head and all over my hands, and a medic came and grabbed
ma and the medic sat me down and bandaged my head.® He found him-
self at the Wellness Center, but the blows had left him so woozy
that he couldn't recall exactly how he had gotten there. Medics
also treated three other people who were near him at the protest
and had head wounds from police sticks, Conrad said (Miami MNew
Times, 12/12/03).

Filmmaker Scott Beibin, a 32-year-old Philadelphia resi-
dent and director of the independent Lost Film Festival, described
Timoney's allegation that no one was injured from a nightstick to
the head: "I don't know what he considers a head," Beibin scoffed.
As he was filming the morning demonstration, he said, he saw at
least a dozen people whose heads were bloodied from police batons.
He saw one male demonstrator in his early twenties who had taken a
rubbar bullet to the eye. "It was just -- red,” Beibin recalled.
*I could see the cornea and the entire eye was just red, bulging®
(Miami New Times, 12/12/03).

Jeremy Savage, a 24-year-old Washington, D.C. resident and
member of the DC Action Medical Metwork, testified about working
as a street medic that day: "I treated two people in the street on
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BEING JOHM TIMONEY
By Mallat

S0 who is the man behind
the curtain? Who is this al-
mighty 0Oz?

John Timoney was cast as
the role of police chief and
dictator of the recently mili-
tarized city of Miami. Formerly
the Police Commissioner in New
York City, then moved to become
the Police Commissioner of
Philadelphia, he is infamous
for his brutal response to the
protests against the Republican
Mational Conwvention in 2000.

Since Miami., government
officials have expressed an in-
terest in transferring Timoney
from city to city for every ma-
jor demonstration. Each city
will become Timoney's Police
State. ;

Ha was also scheduled to go to Baghdad in May, as he told
the Associated Press to "advise Iragi officials on training, man-
aging and organizing local police.® Although the trip was delayed
for logistical reasons, it is apparently still planned. The common
denominator of Timoney between overseas military operations and
domestic repression ie a chilling indicator that the government
sees dealing with protesters as another form of warfare.

According to Amnesty International's June 1936 report on
the NYPD, which used official police statistics, in 1994, the
first year that Timoney was second in command at the NYPD, the
city saw "a 34% increase in civilians shot dead."®

In the szame year, there was also a "53.3% increase in ci-
vilians shot dead in police custody® as well as "an increase in
the number of ecivilians injured from officers' firearms discharge
during the same periocd.”

When Timoney was the First Deputy to New York City's Po-
lice Commissioner, civilian complaints about police abuse rose by
50 percent in communities of color.

Timoney then moved on to become first in command of the
Philadelphia Police Department. According to USA Today, in the
time Timoney was Commiesioner of Philadelphia, "Philadelphia
County has lost more pecople than any other in the TUSA" (B/13/00).

Disciplinary recommendations by the Police Advisory Com-
missgion, which has no enforcement power, have been virtually ig-
nored by Timoney. Of the 13 recommendations and 17 opinions the
commission has issued, Timoney has implemented one: a meager one-
day suspension. He has rejected even the most symbolic forms of
punishment, such as ten-day suspensions. Commission members have
publiely complained that Timoney has rendered their work com-
pletely useless (Philadelphia Inquirer, 11/17/00, AP 11/17/00}.

Regarding his new job as Chief Executive of a private New
York security firm, Timoney was quoted in a Mew York Times article
as saying, "One of the beauties of policing is you get to protect
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THE MICHEAL JACKSON SCANDAL AND THE REPRIORITIZING OF “MEWS"
By Ilyse Hogua and Patrick Reinsborough, the SmartMems projact
Edited by Mallet

Two Pronged Attack: Control the Streets and Control the Story

What has become clear in the aftermath of the FTAA was
that "The Miami Model" -- as policing enthusiasts are calling it -
- had goals far more ambitious than merealy controlling the
streets. The more fundamental agenda of the Miami policing opera-
tion was to control the publie perception of mass protest and do-
mestic opposition movements. The state response Lo the anti-FTAA
protests in Miami was a watershed moment in an escalating attack
on citizens who are willing to stand in opposition to the Bush
Administration's goals®.

Miami represents the mainstreaming of overt information
warfare against non-violent protest movemsnts. Information war-
fare, as formally defined by Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Scaff
Instruction Wumber 3210.01. (dated January 2, 1996}, constitutes
*actions taken to achieve information superiority by affecting
adversary information, information based processes, and informa-
tion systems.®

Tha relevance of information warfare to social movements
and political conflicts has been the subject of study of Rand Cor-
poration researchers John J. Arquilla and David F. Ronfeldt. Over
the past decade, they have written extensively about an aspect of
information warfare they call "netwar," which they define as
*trying to disrupt or damage what a target population knews or
thinks it knows about itself and the world around it. It may in-
volve public diplomacy measures, propaganda and psychological cam-
palgns, political and eultural subversion, deception of or inter-
ference with local media.® (Arquilla, John and David F. Ronfeldt.
*Cyberwar and Metwar: Mew Modes, 0ld Concepts, of Confliect® 1333
Rand Coxp)

sgpditor's Mote: While it is a common misconception that the omi-
nous Bush Administration is somehow to blame for every heinous act
that has ever been committed, the truth of the matter is that the
Bush Administration is only a symptom, not the cause of the prob-
lem. Cur trouble is rooted in the System that hosts the Bush Ad-
ministration. The fact is that the FTAR was created in 19%4. I
mean, even Clinton bombed people. To abolish the inequities knot-
ted into the System, we must abolish the System itself.

Learning From Irag: Embed to Win

B central piece of the information warfare strategy in Mi-
ami was to borrow one of the military's latest insights in public
relations and "embed® the media in the police operations. As the
viewing public learned in Irag, embedding the media has a deep and
powerful impact on reporter's perception of the situation. Appear-
ing on camera in their special issue flak jackets and riot hel-
mets, embedded TV correspondents helped reinforce the perception
of the protests as a threat to public safety rather than a free
expression of opinion. The story was aggressively defined from
long before the FTAA meeting as ‘protesters versus police, ' mask-
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ing the reality that people from all walks of life were uniting to
protest against "free trade® and unchecked corporate power.

The Miami Herald's embedded reporter uncritically docu-
mented Police Chief John Timoney's description of protesters as
"punks,” “trouble makers,” and “knuckleheads,” as well as Ti-
money’s personal commitment to *hunt them like a hawk picking mice
off a field.* Like most U.S5. media corporations, the Miami Herald
Publishing Co. uses its platform to uncritically promote the “free
trade” ideology. In addition to running editorials in support of
the FTAAR, the paper donated $217,000 worth of advertising in sup-
port of tha FTAA, and another %$62,500 in cash to subsidize the
actual summit.

Ag Sean on TV

The strategy of embedding media was most obviously effec-
tive in shaping the local television coverage running live for
most of November 20th, the main day of protests. The coverage can
only be described as surreal, as anchor after anchor verbally de-
scribed situations that appeared completely disconnected to the
footage running concurrently. At one point, an anchor's voice-over
described undercover agents being chased behind police lines by
protesters, while the film repeatedly showed a small group of dem-
onstrators aiding a friend who appeared to have been attacked by
other protestors (undercover agents).

Most live footage was from helicopter shots, which were
creatively interpreted by the in-studio news anchor in conversa-
tion with a reporter or an "expert" commentator. Throughout the
day, reporters providing live interpretation were disproportion-
ately embedded and either behind police lipes or in a police com-
mand center, far away from the physical site of the protest.

The guests, with the rare exception of an occasional,
quick, protester-in-the-street interview, were almost all police
spokespeople. The police spokespeople operated like public rela-
tions professiocpals, slickly framing the issue and by any standard
exploiting the confusing events to make misleading statements.
During his repeated television appearances throughout the day,
Chief Timoney made numerous claims about police tactics that were
later proved to be untrue. These misrepresentaticns included
claiming the police never used tear gas, that police showed
"remarkable restraint" while being repeatedly attacked, that po-
lice enly arrested "violent® protesters and that people ware al-
lowed to peacefully demonstrate.

Parhaps most disturbing for the critical viewer, was the
blurring of perspectives and roles as the voice over conversation
between anchor and embedded reporter would shift to embedded re-
porter and police spokesperson. These shifts freguently occurred
without clear identification and obfuscated the ability of viewers
to interpret the information being provided to them.

The full effect of the embedding strategy becams clear as
reporters and anchors repeatedly slipped and revealed partisan,
pro-police bias. In one notable instance, as Channel 7 aired live
footage of militarized police driving frightened protasters from
the downtown area with massive forca, the anchor enthusiastically
declared, "So far, we're winning!"®

other pernicicus falsifications on the part of Channel 7
included showing a homemade drum (made from an empty paint can and
bike tubing] they claimed to have been a slingshot, and a bottle
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criminals.

*I promise,* I'd say, lnowing that was & big word, but the
look on their faces told me they needed to hear it.

And that was only half the battle.

Community outreach breeds community support, and the cops
were determined not to let that happen. Businesses displaving
anti-FTAA literature were threatened with *lesser protection” if
it wasn't taken down, and were told to provide descriptions of
folks distributing it.

I was one of the few folks on the outreach team not de-
tained or arrested while passing out letters. Even on an organized
day of mass flyering, to which media and legal cbservers were in-
vited, a group of folks were detained by Homeland Security at gun-
point. Walking downtown became a crime, especially if vou were
attempting to educate. ;

The other area targeted by the outreach committee was the
Oveartown Community where the Welcome Center was located. Bilingual
letters were written introducing ocurselves and invicing residents
of the community to stop by. A huge mistake was made in that the
distribution of these letters was limited to the mostly industrial
area surrounding the Welcome Center, neglecting the more residen-
tial areas of Overtown into which activists were later chased by
police.

And once again, the cops had beat us to it anyway.

While talking on a payphone two blocks from the Welcome
Center, I was timidly approached by an Overtown resident who knew
by my appearance that I was with *those people” in *that build-
ing.”

"They're making bombs in there,” he said, "The cops told
us that if we went near you, you would throw feces at us and shoot
water guns filled with piss.”

I was shocked and immediately invited the man to come tour
the Welcome Center.

*I don't know,” he said, *Will they hurt me? The cops sald
you could do whatever you want because you get money from a big
corporation and have expensive lawyers that will get you off any-
way.” :

This was the disinformation campaign undertaken by the po-
lice. The pecople-paid the city 58.5 million to serve and protect
the residents of Miami, but they instead terrorized them with
lies. In the end, they even instituted mandatory closings of down-
town businesses, undermining all the work we'd done to convince
them to remain open if they felt comfortable doing so, as to not
lose a full day of business.

I am the first to admit that the outreach done in Miami
was severely inadequate. In the future, we, as a movement, need to
make this a priority at the top of cur lists. Failing to do so
puts us in the same position as the leaders of the countries at-
tempting to implement agreements behind closed doors. We can stop
the spread of globalization by building public support. Our mes-
sage is honest and simple and, especially around times of action,
pecple are open to listen to it.

The man from Overtown eventually accepted my invitation to
tour the Welcome Center. Later that night I ran inte him again on
the street: “They're all right, man, they're cool,” he said to his
friend, and ran inside to grab me a soda.
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OUTREACH: BECOMING THE MEDIA IN MIAMT
By Stephanie

The City of Miami provided a much different backdrop for
the protests against the FTAA than any other North American ecity
soerving as host to anti-globalization meetings. Unlike Seattle
with its Starbucks-lined streets, downtown Miami is made up almost
entirely of independent, Latino-owned businesses. These small
shops are exactly the type of places anti-free-traders love to
support, and it was with this in mind that the plans for N20 were
made .

Upon learning this information, the anti-capitalists
pointed to the Financial District across the river for autonomous
action. As much consideration as possible was given to the shop
owners, but the fact remained that being at the fence in front of
the hotel meant being downtown. The least we could do, we thought,
was approach the shop owners ahead of time and explain to them who
we are, why we ware there, and most importantly, that we are in
support of businesses like theirs.

I spent my first night in town writing a letter to the
small business owners of downtown Miami. The letter was translated
into Spanish, one thousand copies were made, and cutreach teams
hit the streets distributing the letters to every non-corporate
business in the area. This proved to be one of the most difficult
tasks I have ever taken on.

We soon realized that we weren't the first pecple to ap-
proach the shop owners. The cops had been terrorizing them with
pictures of Seattle and tales of violence and destruction. Over
and over I was met with frightened eyes.

*This is my life,” they would say, *I have no insurance.

If they come riot here, I lose everything.”

I would talk
and try my best in
broken Spanish to
convince these folks
that everything was
going to be okay.
Sometimes something
1 said or a line
from the letter
would click: *Yes!
Power to the few!
Those people are
greedy!”

One man who
owned a clothing
store suddenly made
a connection to his
own lifae: "Ah, like the Gap! How can I compete with that?"

*Yag, yes, that's why we're here!” I would say.

Almost everyone we talked to was grateful to have the op-
portunity to speak with us and ask gquestions, and most appeared to
have calmed down by the time we left the store.

I arrived home that night exhausted both physically and
emotionally. I'd spoken to over one hundred people, attempting to
convince them they were not about to lose their livelihoods, eve-
rything they'd worked their whole lives for, to a group of viclent
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of Dr. Bronner’'s soap (label conveniently covered by the re-
porter’s hand) that they claimed to be a bottle of urine.

Justifications for pre-emptive police action were plenti-
ful: [The police are] "prepared," "have bsen preparing,® "are
ready for any scenario." "When something came up they put it out,”
were examples of anchor's comments. "Everything is going according
to script,” another triumphantly crowed.

Conspicuocusly absent was any analysis of what the police
force was prepared for. The live coverage that was the compulsory
fare of the day was largely comprised of uneventful shots of
groups of demonstrators gathered in clumps in parks or wandering
down streets followed at close range by lines of riot cops and

armored vehicles. A few repetitive shots of young masked protes-
tors were pepperad with hundreds of references by the anchors to
the "trouble makers,® "rabble rousers," "bad seeds,® "protestors
looking for trouble,* and of course, the never defined but always
scary "anarchists®* or *suspected anarchists.®

Much of this coverage comes not only from irresponsible
journalism but also from a calculated campaign of police public
relations to demonize demonstrators and create an artificial
threat. This intenticnal media spin was accompanied by police
pressure on downtown businesses to close during the protests which
insured a city emptied of all witnesses to the policing operation.
They claimed the protesters were coming to their city to destroy
their storefronts and *throw feces at them.® When none of the
property destruction and chaos that had been promised by the au-
thorities materialized, the anchors were able to declare trium-

phantly that this was a result of a "massive, well-prepared police
force”".

Age 0l1d Formula: Divide and Conguer
The police propaganda efforts were clearly designed to
disrupt the newly forming alliances. Starting with his first in-

terviews of the day on Thursday November 20th, Chief Timoney at-
tempted to create artificial dichotomies between the "credible®
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labor movement and the "suspect" direct action community. As he
praised the labor groups for planning an orderly, non-violent
march, Timoney continued his campaign of slander against the di-

. rect action commnity, describing participants in the unpermitted
events as "violent trouble makers with no message.® Police spokes-
people throughout the day used their tight relationship with the
embedded media to spread misinformation about schisms between the
labor march and the other street actions.

Daspite the repeated stories in the media describing the
*good protestors® and the *bad protestors,® the reality on the
ground was guite different. Not only was there incredible solidar-
ity between labor, community, and direct action activists, but the
police operation was also targeting the labor march for harassment
and disruption. People trying to join the permitted rally and
march were threatened, pepper sprayed, and in the case of over a
dozen buses, prevented from reaching downtown.

One story that did find its way into mass media was that
of Bentley Killmon, a 71 year old, retired union member who was
one of a number of people arrested while trying to leave downtowm
after the march and held for hours without bail or food. Mr. Kill-
mon's experience is proof of the chasm between police propaganda
and reality.

Only days after the FTAA protests, on November 23, the New
York Times broke a story on the FBI's ongoing policy of infiltrat-
ing and spying on the anti-war and global justice movements. The
article references the FBI's COINTELPRO progrem, the well docu-
mented program of government harassment, dirty tricks, and even
assassinations used to discredit domestic opposition groups like
the Black Panthers and the American Indian Movement.

On the same day, the Los Angeles Times reported on the re-
cent expansion of the military's "War on Terror® powers to include
domestic spying on civilians. How many of these new state powers
were being used in Miami? Clearly, there is a need for an inde-
pendent investigation with the power to fully examine the methods
and goals of the Miami policing operation.

If At First You Don‘t Succeed, Destroy the Evidence

One of the strengths of progressive movements has been to
understand the power of producing our own media to relay our sto-
ries. Videotapes produced by independent media have been used as
legal evidence and as irrefutable proof of state propaganda. In
Miami, being an independent journalist meant you were a target.
Humerous independent journalists and even un-embedded mainstream
journalists, reported harassment and arrest during the actions.
Some had their equipment confiscated and destroyed. Even more omi-
nously, in the hours after the major action, reports began to fil-
ter in about a rash of armed robberies of independent videogra-
phers. At least five independent videographers who had been docu-
menting undercover police, brutality, and abuses against non-
violent protesters reported their cameras and footage taken from
them at gqun or knifepoint. ;

Brandon Jourdan, of the MY Independent Media Center de-
scribed his situation: *After shooting over 90 minutes of unpro-
voked peolice viclence against demonstrators, I went to take my
footage to a safe location. On the way, I was robbed by two clean-
cut men who were carrying stun guns. Eyewitnesses from the local
community reported they had never seen these individuals before
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and that they were observed leaving the neighborhood with my cam-
era."”

Follow up interviews in the area produced a number of
residents who went on camera testifying that the police had en-
couraged locals to rob protesters, specifically targeting people
with cameras. This type of attack on independent wideo documenta-
tion of a conflict is a tactic of information warfare; attack your
opponents' ability to communicate their wversion of the story. It
would appear as 1f elements within the police operation were will-
ing to go to great lengths to prevent images of brutality and re-
pression from reaching the ocutside world.

Battling the Story

Progressive movements must meet this spin machine with a
more sophisticated definition of protest--one that pricoritizes
contesting power in the broader symbolic, cultural, and ideologi-
cal arenas rather than competing with militarized riot police for
control of the streets. We must learn to effectively Efight The
Battle of the Story--the competition to define public interpreta-
tion of and shape the core values that are communicated by a mass
action, campaign or movement. The Battle of the Story must be
fought in Idea Space; from the corporate controlled airwaves and
newspapers to the street level chants and, ultimately, the dinner
table conversations of middle America.

We need to continue to use our alternmative media institu-
tions to document and disseminate the real stories that compel
change. At the same time, we must magnify the wvoices of ordinary
people, highlighting the increasingly obwvious contradictions and
lies in the Bush story. These lies are like the loose threads on
the unraveling fabric of the Bush era of fear and greed. Now our

job is to keep tugging at the threads until the world sees that
the emperor wears no clothes.

«Ilyse Hogue and Patrick Reinsborough are co founderzs of the SmartMeme
Project, & strategy and training collective dedicated to combining grass-
rooks movement building with tools to inject new ideas into the culture.
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