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Network Politics Online

The Gothenburg Social Forum-process, IT and Actor-Ktwork Theory'
Introduction

This article focuses on the importance of a fumai@and well-integrated material
infrastructure for communication-processes wittontemporary political network
organizing. | will argue that IT (information- amdmmunication technologies) in forms of
for example e-mail lists are of great importanaeupholding information- and meaning
production within social movement-organization.tfis aim | draw on the Gothenburg
Social Forum-process (the GSF), an example of cgmbeary political mobilizations
organized in network-type of organization. The etmaphic content in this text rests solidly
on one and a half year of conducted fieldwork amlogftjst or, rather, progressive Swedish
social movements participating in non-routine arayarliamentary political networking.
The analysis focuses on everyday organizing, eimggiractices, rules for interaction, the
ethics of sharing information and collective proiilut of communication or meaning. All of
this is done with a close reading of the role pthlgg IT and the Internet in political
organizing. Thus, one of the purposes of this lartecto bring light upon such things that are
often left out in analysis of social movements pnlitics, specifically objects and (non-
human) actors that play material roles in orgagizirhe GSF is analyzed through its
coupling together of information technologies andial networks, structures and (collective
and individual) subjects. Communication technolsgjesatly reduced the necessity of face-

to-face interaction within the GSF-network.

My main theoretical toolbox is Actor-Network TheANT), a school of thought originally
developed in Science and Technology Studies (Si&)ader spread to areas such as

Ethnology, Sociology of Social Movements, Anthrappt, and Organization Theory. ANT is



well-known for keeping analysis close to the engairworld of interactions, mobilizations,
and translations - the messy world as it is pregsenand fits nicely together with
ethnographic approaches in parts of contemporarnoétgical work. Actor-Network Theory
is supplemented in the article by media theoristdtlal McLuhan’s famous theorem of “the
medium is the message”, where the materiality efniedium is at the fore of analysis.
Moreover, the GSF is conceptualized as part ofgelanfrastructure for production,
distribution and consumption of alternative poltilmformation. Thus, the GSF is placed
within the context of geographer Manuel Castelishbus notion of the world as a networked

“space of flows”.

Towards an Actor-Network Theory approach for analyang Social Movement

Organization

In a short text written within the field of Socidlovement research, Colombian
anthropologist Arturo Escobar draws heavily on sg@veoncepts collected from newer Social
Systems Theory and Actor-Network Theory (ANT). Hsamoargues that ANT has several
advantages for researchers in this field withatsus on concrete world dynamics and with
several years of developing an analytically richthodology along with a highly
sophisticated theoretical toolbox for studying gas sorts of social assemblages, or actor-
networks as ANT-researchers calls their objectwdys The text was dubbed with the, for
the time being, symptomatic titotes on networks and Anti-Globalization Social
Movement$2000). Escobar’s main argument was to show howmdweest social movements
(late 1990s to early 21th century) forced reseascteequestion well worn in conceptual
toolboxes and theories in their study of social ements, since previous conceptual
categories did no longer apply to empirical realtycommon metaphor used to characterize
these new social movements weatworks network-like or network-type of mobilizing
structures. The difference between these new aatwt®lder ones was that the new ones had
a pluralistic network character and they were oftepported by the decentralized

technological network of the Internet.

Escobar presents ANT or a network-ontological pectpe as a fertile new theory in this
field. His starting point is several canonical figsi repeatedly mentioned in this context:
Bruno Latour, John Law, and Michel Callon, namex thork as focal points for what has

developed into the Actor-Network approach. Seviengbrtant texts in the field is presented,



for example Latour’'s booWe Have Never Been Modg1993) wherein Latour argues that
modernity in large parts has been about drawingr det demarcations between what counts
as human and what counts as non-human (natureeuubject-object, economic systems-
subjective reason et cetera). But, Latour argumesgell versed ANT-prose, that power, order
and organization is generated in processes thaseaaly include a multiplicity of materials,
not solely humans. Latour writes that the socighauo be thought of as constantly being re-
assembled, not something existing in clear-cutgmates such as subject and object, things
counted as culture and nature, or economic lawH#avior distorted by subjective reason
and politics (represented as naturally functioriirly fledged economic laws). John Law,
presumably even more so than does Latour, speakspetts of power and the pivot role
played by power in the constitution of reality thgh actor-networks (2000[1992]).

In this article | will use concepts from the Actdetwork Theory in the analysis of source
material collected during fieldwork for a periodatase study of the Gothenburg Social
Forum-process (Hansson 2008). In the first sedtigiti present some of the ontological
presumptions at work in ANT, secondly, this isdaed by the analysis of what | have
namedNetwork Politics “Politics” in this context is termed as relatiasfgpower among the
heterogeneous parts that collectively made up i@4echnological actor-network called the
GSF-network (the Gothenburg Social Forum). It hatsse much to do with ordinary
concepts of politics as something that happensdstypolitical parties in government; rather,
it has everything to do with how things come inging and sustain themself in time and how
elements are mobilized into actor-networks. Poweleffined as something that happens in
relations and what something can do (power to rdtiee acted upon) without discriminating
along ontological categories such as subjects jacth | will present an analysis of how
heterogeneous parts: technical artifacts, soctalorés, practices, norms, texts and
documents, were brought together and ordered iflocional actor-network for meaning-

production and distribution of alternative- or &isti political information.
Actor-networks

So, what do these textbooks and prominent philosigplanthropologists and sociologists say
and what are the fruitful conceptualizations madthem? Well, Bruno Latour argues,
amongst many other things, that the world, or betie real, is best understood as a network

effect (1993). Reality emerges through assemblirigeterogeneous social, technical,



biological and textual (knowledge, documents, acadrcetera) materials in networks and
ordered relations between these heterogeneous aBieality becomes the end-product of
actor-networks (networking) that are put togethiéha lot of work invested in the process.
Latour argues that the aim of ANT is not to addial networkg¢o an analysis of the social or
society (i.e. social network analysis), but, ratla@ms for explaining society (if such a thing
exists) or the social by tracing the networks #ietembles “it” over and over again (2005).
This means to build a theory out of networks —etl about the network-character of the
social (Latour 1997).

This difference can be explained by a short exantpé®grapher Manuel Castells’ takes the
network as point of departure in his work on theesgent Network Society, as the
paradigmatic principle of organization (1998). W& entered the era of a networked
society, Castells argues. Corporations, econong/flammedia and so on, all seem to be
organized in networks, forming a networked elitastélls does not use the network as a
principle for his social theory of the Network Sety; it is an analytical concept. Furthermore,
he argues that new information- and communicagchnology (IT) supports networks.
According to the ANT-approach promoted here, Chstaletwork society” (a global space

of flows and elite structure) would be constituéedan actor-network, with key actors such as
finance capital, management technologies (thedkiesyledge, professionals), and
capitalists. They would be concretely embeddedeambodied, not abstractly nested in a
global space of flows, possibly projecting an imag&globality”. In the same way we can
understand actor-networks (AN) that in various wagst and make use of the components
that are included in Castell’s logic of dominanicehis critique of abstract globalization
theories, Latour argues that according to ANT tlobag is understood as material practices
with effects in forms of what is called the globiut these images or projections (Latour calls
them panoramas) can be explained empirically aeadrétically as they become “local-
global” actor-networks. Globalization is too abstrand structural (“globalocentric”) to fit
neatly together with assumptions made in ANT. Latomself prefers empirical studies of
every middle range (“meso”-) levels or scales #rabunt to macro structures. This is usually
called a “flat ontology” because it renounces arergietermined and over determining
structure to do all the explaining that the sos@éntist is trained to trace empirically and

historically.



The parts of an actor-network are never fully defitoy the role it plays in a particular AN,
but can become parts of another and even opposesl Ahis gives them a certain level of
autonomy and ANT becomes a non-essentialist ongolug things-in-themselves, socially
determined objects or inert materiality, and thievoek would be defined as a: “[...] group of
unspecified relationships among entities of whiod nature itself is undetermined” (Callon
1993: 263).

Thus, it becomes an empirical affair whether a hugranon-human actor collaborates, or
better, is made to collaborate, to make up a darAbl (and what kind of position it acquires)
or not. To trace the network of relations beconhesanalyst’s (in this case the ethnologist’s)
task. A scientific text conceptualized as a netwodbilizes heterogeneous elements (people,
other texts, equipment, procedures and methodguitnsns et cetera) to accomplish a
particular goal, develop a product, introduce apdure or propose a scientific explanation.
In a similar manner this article will articulaterpeular scientific references, be produced
within a cultural science discipline and a histpayticular to Departments of Swedish
Ethnology, make reference to empirical phenomelaoéservations, recorded practices, all
of which provides strength to the new “article-aatetwork”, a network where | myself is
mobilized as an actor (together with my laptop,capts, theories, word processor, as a

writer).”
Network Politics Online and material prescriptions

The Gothenburg Social Forum-process was part ofltiteal social justice movement
(Hansson 2008: 10). This movement is a multifacetemial movement without central
control or a unified political program (Hansson 80021). The Social Forums were initially
launched in Brazil in 2001, and have since themlmeeltiplied all over the world, ranging
from World Social Forums with hundreds of thousaofdgarticipators and visitors, to Local
Social Forums with hundreds of participators (Hans3008). Below follows an excerpt in
which the GSF presents itself in one of its “call participation letters” that were distributed
among local social movement organizations in Gdibey Sweden:

[Document:Call for participation letterdistributed for participation during the GSF-event
2004, my translation]

Since the first World Social Forum in Porto AlegBeazil, 2001 the Social Forum-process has been a

vital part in the struggles against the contemponaititaristic, neo-liberal world order and an asen



for articulation of alternatives to this order. Thecial Forum’s goal is to put light on social duess,
in front of destructive thinking for economic valaed profit, and to elevate discussions about
democracy, power and the possibility for changeié@déorums have since their inception been

organized at many different levels all over theldi@nd in Sweden.

Sedan det forsta World Social Forum i Porto Ale@msilien, 2001 har Sociala Forum-processen
varit en viktig del i kampen mot den raddande militiiska, nyliberala varldsordningen och en arena
for att formulera alternativ till denna. Syftet m&dciala Forum ar att satta fokus pa sociala fragor
framfor destruktivt Ionsamhetstankande och féefilldiskussion om demokrati, makt och mojlighet till
forandring. Sedan starten har Sociala Forum pa anatiga nivaer hallits i varlden och i Sverige.
(inbjudningsbrev GSF

During the two Social Forums that have been orgahia Gothenburg, 2004 and 2005,
participators ranged from small collectives an@cliraction groups (local environmentalists,
networks such aBlanka.ny a part of the free public transport movementjjaist
organizationsYoung Socialistghe Swedish-Cuban AssociatipiNon Governmental
Organizations or NGOSRed CrosgAfrica Groups Amnesty Internationglto Leftist
progressive groups likéttac Swedeand alternative news medi@dthenburg Free
Newspaper The Forums were characterized by a multiplioftypoth organizational forms
and political goals or agendas. During my fieldworkhe Local Social Forum and
throughout preparatory work it became clear to me blosely interconnected the political
organizations were with the decentralized technodgetwork; i.e. the Internet (Hansson
2008: 143-174).

Pretty much in the vein of previous ANT-inspireddies | have chosen to put an extra
light upon material prerequisites or elements ginavided for the actor-network’s
material infrastructure. By focusing on materiahgs, objects, artifacts, technologies,
and even biological processes, ANT has develoggdgram to explicitly describe and
analyze these actors roles (in the production®ftitial) and theprescriptions that

is, what they make possible and what they pros@toerding to their capacities for
entering relations with other things, humans, mae$j and systems. Prescriptions are
[...] what a device allows or forbids from the act@mamans and non-humans) that it
anticipates: it is the morality of a setting bo#tgative (what it prescribes) and positive
(what it permits). (Akrich & Latour 1992: 261)

Computer-mediated communications nested throughikhsts used for everyday planning
and for arranging information were examples of ficas that sustained the GSF-network.



Information was distributed and filtered throughatl lists by members of the network and
available for all members to use. The interconpaadf a multiplicity of different

organizations through e-mail lists made it possibteeveryone to take part of the same
information, regardless of their geographical posibr position within the network. The
assemblage of activists, organizations, cables;equis, and computers, as well as capacities
to store, send, receive, display, write, readyprt, and arrange, constituted a network with a

functional political agenc}.
Political networks as actor-networks of heterogenae materials

The “network” is a common metaphor both in empiraeascriptions and theoretical work on
social movements. Already back in 1994, in an rttalledThe Chiapas Uprising and the
Future of Class Struggle in the New World Or@&994), activist and economist Harry
Cleaver describes how an Internet-connected Sulm@umdant Marcos distributes orders and
strategies among groups in the Mexican Zapatistaeement (EZLN), and among activist
organizations all around the world. Marcos fed theith information and updates on the
current situation in the Chiapas jungle in MexiGbe@ver 1994). Thus, future social struggles
were pictured in terms of networks supported byitiernet, and loosely connected activists
and movements. Ethnologist UIf Stahre (2007) sunmresaitendencies within the

contemporary global social justice movement:

In addition to their critique of global neolibesaii adjacent elements in this movement have been
repetitive protests at international political awbnomic summits of various kinds —i.e. Seattle in
1999, Washington DC in 2000, the Prague in 200@h&tburg in 2001, and Genoa in 2001.
Coordination of these protests has taken placé®internet [...] The movement'’s self organized
world-wide summits have also had great impact. Sthealled “World Social Forums” have become
large annual gatherings for all kinds of movements people’s initiatives. [...] The globalization
movement differs from what traditionally is implibgh a social movement, mainly through its
extremely loosely put together assemblage of indeget groups. [...] The emergence of these new
fleeting movements would hardly have been possiftleout new Information Technology and the
Internet, and they force social scientists to invew definitions and explanations [..(Stahre 2007:
186-187 my translation)

Utover kritiken mot den globala nyliberalismen hdet sammanhallande elementet for rorelsen varit de
aterkommande protesterna vid internationella togpmév olika slag — t.ex. Seattle 1999, Washindbh
2000, Prag 2000, Géteborg 2001 och Genua 2001am@orsining av protesterna har skett via Internet Egha
varldsomspannande mdéten har ocksd haft betydelses.R "World Social Forum” har blivit stora arliga
motesplatser for alla slags rorelser och folkligiéiativ.[...] Globaliseringsrérelsen skiljer sig gem sin extremt



l6sa sammansattning av oberoende grupper avsesarvad som traditionellt menas med sociala rorglsg
Detta nya slags l6sliga rorelser, vars uppkomspgaat varit mojlig utan den nya informationsdverigen
genom Internet, stéller nya krav pa forskningerfifiener och analyser [...]stahre 2007: 186-187)

The Internet has played many different roles is tantext: as support for flexible and
decentralized local-global activist-networks, faample in the PGAReople’s Global
Action), a long distance communication-tool, an informatthannel used in large political
mobilizations (such as the anti-war protests agaimeswar in Iraq in February 2003 with
approximately 14 million participators), an infnagiture for the production of activist- and
alternative news (i.e. the Indy Media network), doordination of common resources,
collective action, planning and decision-makingaesses (Juris 2005; Escobar 2006).
Technical formats such as e-mail lists can becoayeekements for the exchange of
information and sustaining network communicationt Biey are also system-stabilizing
components. E-mail lists afford geographically dised actors to connect with each other
and function as material infrastructures for mamie both everyday- and temporarily
intensive communication flows. (Lanzara & Mornef3067-90). Actor-Network Theory can
shed light upon this material production of comneation and, to paraphrase media guru
Marshall McLuhan, elucidate how the medium seenmmédsh with the message (1994).
Digital media’s messagég prescriptior) is its capacity to connect nodes, its technical
protocol for “many-to-many” communication, and “tedread-write” functionality, and it is
in relation to the GSF:s’ set of norms, valuesioast and structure that these properties
become interesting for further examination. The G&E launched as a meeting place, a
place where you could participate in discussiosbatk and collectively join alliances with
other organizations in a “many-to-many” kind of goomication; i.e. an open forum for
debate:

[Document:The Gothenburg Social Forum's Charter of Princii2€84, my translation]

The aim of the Gothenburg Social Forum is to becardemocratic and open space for reflection,
debate, to formulate and to deepen suggestionpraposals, provide for exchange of experiences
and for alliance-building between groups, movemégnip

Malet med Goteborgs Sociala Forum ar att vara enofteatisk och 6ppen motesplats for reflektion, deba
formulering och fordjupning av forslag och initiatiutbyte av erfarenheter och byggande av alliansgltan
grupper, rorelsel...] (GSF:s principforklaring 2004)

The aim of the social forum-organizers was to sujpipteraction between participating
organizations within the GSF-process. Opennessavfeature meant to characterize the work
of the GSF. In order to reach this goal the organsizleveloped opportunities for participators
to read e-mail messages, have parallel discuss&siams, to post, read and reply to e-mail



messages in “many-to-many” form of communicationisiwas accomplished by using e-

mail lists for internal communication between papators.
The GSF and e-mail lists: key material resources

Towards the end of 2004, at the start up of myl¥figlrk, | registered on one of the GSF’s two
e-mail lists: the GSF-list. Through the list it wasssible to know when and where meetings
were planned to take place and the status of oggoeparations in support of the forum.
Soon | got a pretty good view of the activitieslasuments and texts became available to me.
These documents presented the GSF:s’ overall agomal structure and how it was
currently organized. This information was open awdilable for everyone registered on the
e-mail list. About two and a half years later, dgran interview conducted with one of the
forum-organizers, let’s call him Christian, | hdktchance to talk to him about the role of e-
mail lists in their organizing efforts. The impressthat they were crucial components in the
GSF-organization became stronger as Christiamadfirthe centrality of e-mail lists in their

work.

Christian informed me regarding how informationtwigference to social forums and its
success as a model for organizing spread fastaEww®pe, and how this came about by the
use of e-mail lists within “activist milieus”, a® Iput it. Information about the forums was
deemed interesting in these milieus, furtheredidisted and copied, and later materialized
into ideas and local activist’s own local sociaiuims. Reports and information about the
social forum process were distributed and copiatkivsletters and published on activist
websites, and was also diffused within the actinettvork that Christian used to be a part of,
Studenter mot KrigStudents against the War, launched autumn 2002).

| asked Christian whether it would have been pdss$darrange the social forums in
Gothenburg had it been without access to the Iateand the e-mail lists. He meant to say
that it would have been impossible without theseueces. The GSF never had access to any
financial budget or economic funds of any kind stlaurelatively cheap and easily accessible
resource such as the Internet was important feogqt that never had these kinds of
economic budgets. The e-mail lists were importaalstfor fast distribution of information to
every member of the network, for example foregdiagtily announced meetings and quickly
made decisions. Moreover they were used for assegnhd storing large amounts of
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information {(nformation asmas$: documents, texts, and messages. In the GSF-rethere

were only a small number of active organizers wandted large amounts of information.

The GSF’s e-mail lists brought together hundreds-ofail addresses, including other e-mail
lists that in an indirect manner were connecteith¢oGSF. They were used for dissemination
of messages and texts. Relatively soon organizers able to register and gather quite a few
local political organizations in the Gothenburgaatieat had shown prior interest in an
initiative to organize a local version of the sbémum-model, and they catalogued these
organizations by setting up a new e-mail list. Assult they could reach out to hundreds of
e-mail addresses and a large number of organizatuith a single “click on the mouse”. But,
first the organizers had to get a hold on theseag-addresses and that was accomplished by
means of an old list of e-mail addresses useddomgunication between organizations
previously members of the political action-netwodlledGoteborgsaktionen 2001
(Gothenburg-action 200Y).Information was also distributed reaching abd 8-mail
addresses registered on e-mail lists used by tienarationsAttacandForum Sydthe

Forum South)' This way a collection of local member-organizasiovas registered on the e-
mail lists. When organizers distributed a callparticipation prior to the GSF-event in 2005
there were about 240 e-mail addresses that gdations for participating during the social

forum-event.

The GSF functioned as point of convergence andtaslaised by local organizations without
discriminating along ideological-political prograremas long as they agreed on the GSF:s’
Charter of Principles and the World Social Foru@tarter of Principle¥. The list of
organizations added up to a diverse assembly ofsa&kosofen(ecosophically inspired
organization) Attac Sweden/Gothenbyrgternationalen(a newspaper connected to a local
Socialist Party)Studenter mot KrigStudents against the WaFF or Internationella

kvinnor for fred(Swedish section of Women’s International Leagud*eace and Freedom,
WILPF), ISM or International Solidarity MovemepArbetarmakt\Worker's Power),
Revolution(socialist revolutionary youth associatioB)il Filmfestival(a film festival called
“Exile”), Iranska Kvinnoféreninge(iranian Women’s Movement), and many more. Thenope
e-mail list used by the GSF was also registereahte-mail list used by Swedish social
forum-organizers on the national level and an &-hsaiused on the European level focusing
on European Social Forum-organization. This geedratlarge flow of information through
the GSF-e-mail list.
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Generally speaking, e-mail lists can be moderateidlwmeans that one or several individuals
control incoming messages sent to the distributioir@ss approving further distribution. This
means that there is a control mechanism superviisigbution of messages to subscribers
registered on such e-mail lists. The GSF-e-mdilWes close to non-moderated, even though
a low degree of control of incoming and outgoingtent characterized the network. Being an
open access e-mail list meant little or no contradr content. So, what kind of acts did these
information-technology systems afford its usersids possible to post messages, either as a
reply to previous posts or as a new message witwasubject headline. One could reply to
messages using the e-mail list either replyingg@ahby to the actual e-mail address used by a
person posting a message to the e-mail list octiyreeplying to individual organizations.

The registered user-address was visible in therpneglisplay on the computer screen while
using the e-mail list, which provided an opportuyridr direct reply to the e-mail address that
sent the message or contributed with a post thghdt was possible to send regular texts or
patched-in texts, links, attached files or docurmgptotocols, and articles (some of them were
stored inside the message for a longer perioda#)ti A user could include parts of a text, as
for example parts of a message used for quotati@reply or a complete new message.
Electronic e-mail lists, like the ones used by@#%&F, were actually hybrids made out of e-
mail lists used for distribution of messages tasteged users, and Internet-forums, so called
Web-mail application¥" It was a web-application that supported ongoisguasions and
negotiations, and was used for posting user-pratinoatent. As a user a person or
organization could choose between receiving e-dddiVery in a synchronized manner,
weekly delivery or by visiting the shared e-masl inbox: the digital storage.

Organizing-threads and focal points

Internet-forums and e-mail lists such as the GSkalie spaces on the Internet where people,
groups and organizations can send messages, andiathese are exposed in an open
manner to the totality of subscribers to such spad¥ithin such spaces users are able to read
visualized messages and their subjects, “headimgstles by means of the program interface
and choose to open any one of these. Messageg @SF-list were organized in forms of
“threads or, rather, message-threads. When subjectdlfeditle of the message that you
send to an e-mail list) heading reply-messages pr@sented underneath the originally
posted message, a “thread” of traceable discusstonsmunications or conversations was

constructed. These threads could serve as uniteddist-moderator (one or several activists
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from the “organizing-group” within the GSF-netwoifky organizing or distributing
communications, or as points of reference for otisers. For example, such threads
contained information about decisions, goals, rolgsurposes for the use of the e-mail lists. |
will give an example of a thread displaying a d&stan regarding the GSF:s’ call for
participation-letter, or to be more precise, ttze 2f the files used for distributing this letter
on the e-mail list. The “thread effect” is reveadisimilar ingresses repetitively “heading”
added messages posted as replies to previoustbnsgreating a nested thread of messages
(figure 1). The excerpt is consciously kept in dniginal Swedish language because it does
not diminish the value of the visualizddead effecemerging from these posted messages,
as | am particularly interested in analyzing maigriconstructed communications, and

therefore, do not use the source material for deggsemiotic content within this thread:

[Figure 1 Computer screen shot displaying the caoson of organizing-threads]

inbjudningarna mnmbjudningarna mm person@epostadre Feb 7, 2004
Hej! Tack for de kommentarer till inbjudningsbregeim jag fatt. Jag = 8:28 pm
snackade med nagra (de jag hade telefonnummaergiihgramgruppen ocr

vi beslot...

person@epostadre Feb 8, 2004
Re: inbjudningarna miRe: inbjudningarna mm s 1:01 pm
Hej! Jag tog just emot inbjudan till "organisatimeb” och maste komma
med nagra invandningar vad géller utskicket. Mailkt de bifogade
filerna &ar 135 kb,...

person@epostadre Feb 8, 2004
Re: inbjudningarna miRe: inbjudningarna mm ~ 8:11 pm
Hej! Jag instammer. Jag kunde inte dppna de bifediéerna. (Ar det

samma intresseanmalan-blankett som delades ut @, fast med ny
deadline? I...

person@epostadre Feb 8, 2004
Re: inbjudningarna mmRe: inbjudningarna mm L 9:40 pm
Hej! Trodde inte att 135 kb var sdpass mycketetitsthllde till problem
(jag har en ratt stor mailbox sjalv vilket gor gétty ofta glommer bort att...

person@epostadre Feb 8, 2004
Re: inbjudningarna mrRe: inbjudningarna mm ™ 11:17 pm
... From: Person To: GSFlistan Listan Sent: Sun&afpyruary 08, 2004 9:4(
PM Subject: Re: Re: Re: [GSFlistan] inbjudningamma Hej! Trodde inte
att 135 kb...

person@epostadredseb 10, 2004
Re: inbjudningarna miRe: inbjudningarna mm EL 1:25 pm
Jag tycker inbjudningar ska ga till foljande orgaioner ocksa (om jag
anger tva adresser, skicka till bagge) organisati@hl ordférande x...
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Several individuals participated during the diseussind by this thread effect a linear text
mass formed out of massages following each otiner agoerfect overview of conversations
was constructed. lArtifacts rule! How organizing happen in open saiprojectyLanzara

& Morner 2005) Lanzara and Morner writes about hbreads of discussions and
negotiations anchor people’s attention, focusing @articular subject or problem. They
argue that this actually characterizes open, coabpe and collective projects such as the
GSF. They name such threads of discussitosat point$, whilst focusing on technological
affordances that assist organizing collective ¢$fand human attention (Lanzara & Morner
2005:71). Such focal points directed attention agnasers towards a reduced number of
objects and this in turn condensed the total sumanétion. As an effect collective attention
steered towards certain problems or questions glariganizing. Pre-programmed functions
designed for communication steer our perceptionsdect users’ attention (focal points).
This affected the GSF in the way that individualsld choose to participate in ongoing
deliberations while reading messages. Severalithais could add new posts to such
threads, thus adding arguments and perspectiveseXderpt above regarding a discussion
about file-size used for distributing attacheddfin the e-mail list led to adjustments
according to user’'s demands for smaller files. éinmber organizations couldn’t read the
attached files containing information and the tallinvitation-letter, they couldn’t possibly
follow ongoing organizational work. Thus, it wolidve been to actively exclude parts of the
network-members to make use of too large files.,Anat kind of actions did not go together
with GSF norms, such as openness, previously ims¢in the Charter of Principles.
Consequently, pre-programmed technological cagaditelp steer attention towards

collective issues by coupling together technology a social network of e-mail list users.
Network transparency and the ethics of sharing infamation

It was of great importance that participant mendyganizations of the GSF had access to up
to date information, and preparatory work becanw aasier through habitual incorporation
of the decentralized technical network. It was asvpossible for participant organizations to
get access to updated information, for examplenastite changes by the forum-organizers
on the scheduled forum-timetable, either througbaiicommunication with organizers or

visits to the e-mail list and the GSF website:
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[Figure 2 Excerpt from e-mail list displaying dajit communication regarding availability of

information in the GSF-network, my translation]

Reply: [GSF-list] the Programme-schedule and nesparatory-group meeting: how do you enter?

Hi

Excuse one ignorant computer-geek; how do you ¢héefanonymous...] group-site to read the programme-
file?™

[Anonymous activist name]

Hil

Tomorrow at 18 pm the preparatory-group (progranwitt)meet at Varldshuset and an additionally added
meeting for last minute changes before the programsrsent for printing are made. The programmeadable
at the [anonymous...] group-site for everyone to rghe file is too large to be distributed on theat list).
Caution that the available file is not the finabgramme, we are still making changes, for exanipectis text
missing and pages will be in another order. Buiinall everything is in there. When the programisie
complete it will be on the web-site. Printed pragraes will be ready approximately next week.

SV: [GSF-listan] Programmet och nasta programgrongpe: hur gar man in?

Hej

Ursakta en okunnig datanord; hur gér man nar maimgaa [anonym...] groups-sidan for att lasa
programmet/filen?

/[anonymiserat namn]

Hej!

Imorgon klockan 18 kommer programgruppen att teiffa Varldshuset for ett extramoéte, dar vi komnter a
gora de sista korrekturandringarna av programnmetrirdet gar till tryck. Programmet finns nu pa jaym...]
groups-sidan, dar alla kan lasa det (filen &r fér ®r att skickas ut). Observera dock att desdin finns dar
inte ar det fardiga programmet, vi haller

fortfarande p& med andringar av det, bl.a. fattagext och sidorna kommer att vara i en annamiogd Men i
stort sett finns all info dar. Nar programmet &t Rart Iagger vi upp det pd hemsidan. Det trygktagrammet
beraknas vara klart i slutet pa nasta vecka.

In order to make essential information about orgatnon-work easily accessible to the
totality of organizations connected to the GSF-moekwthe e-mail lists and their “group-
functions” were used analogously to a suggesti@dioThey were used by member
organizations for submitting suggestions for préstgons during the forum-events and to
increase overall transparency characterizing tgarozational structure of the GSF. They
afforded the GSF-network members documents for ttimaadmg and therefore ensured
organizers that everyone had access to sharedrcesoilso, prior to meetings interactions
between organizers and participant organizations ywee-arranged through the use of e-mail
lists, a feature made visible within the communaasequence presented in the excerpt
above. Consequently, if the whole of the GSF-nétveotlectively took part of the same
information, it made it a lot easier for makingtlasnute changes, for instance in preparations

before meetings. The organizers continuously phetisdocument and texts that affected the
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whole of the network, and in the excerpt belowyfe3) one of the organizers reassures
member organizations that several important doctsneere available for downloading.
Interestingly, the organizer also guides othersugehow to find specific information and

which documents that had recently been updated:

[Figure 3 Excerpt from e-mail message highlighfiogim-organizers' attempts to make important

documents and other text-files available to GSF-bexs) my translation]
Hi!

| have compiled call for participation letters, f@barter of Principles, and the document for filintgrest for
participation on the [anonymous...] group-site. Alsbave compiled samples for funding-applicaticmet t
[anonymous activist] distributed. All of them arerft-format. Previously the Charter of Principlésg call for
participation letters, and the document for filintgrest for participation were available in pdfifat. You will
find the files under Files-menu on the left. Thebvesldress to the GSF-group site is
http://groups.[anonymous].com/group/GSF

Regards,

[Anonymous GSF-organizer/e-mail list-moderator

Hej!

Jag har nu lagt upp inbjudningsbrevet, principférikigen och intresseanmalan som rtf-filer pa [anony
groupssidan. Dessutom har jag lagt upp de maltasiftiagssokande som [Anonym] skickade ut. De osksd
rtf-filer. Sen innan finns principférklaringen, ijlainingsbrevet och intresseanmalan som pdf-filer Eigerna
hittar du under Files pa menyn till vanster. Adegstll GSF [anonym...] groupssida ar
http://groups.[anonym].com/group/GSF

MVH
[anonymiserad GSF-organisatdr/moderator]

This means that the documents were available fantiiading by paying a visit to the GSF
website (www.gbgsocialaforum.se) or the e-maillisbmail account, and they were mass-
distributed via e-mail messages to every GSF-nétwamber organization. Transparency
and availability were core values in the GSF dupngparatory work and strongly associated
to the ideal of openness. This was expressed throtganizing-practice; the distribution of
important documents and information about progogssin organizational and preparatory
work, continuous updating of information on howbcome a participant member
organization and how member organizations and iddals were supposed to act according
to the networks Charter of Principles et cetera tite of e-mail lists for increasing
transparency-value came about through distribygnogocols from meetings and the forum-
organizers were keen on reminding each other thekt protocols were distributed throughout

the network:
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[Figure 4 Excerpt from e-mail message where ortb@forum-organizers reminds other organizers
about the necessary work of distributing such graitofor maintaining network-transparency, my

translation]

| have said it before and | say it again, do nogéb to distribute calls to meetings and protof@s meetings
on the large list, the GSF-list@... Otherwise iittg possible for them [i.e. member organizationgfriow
what's going on... [...]

Apropos "the GSF-organizing group e-mail list” [aayonous]; It would be practical if one of you whear
located in Gothenburg also was the list-moderai@n you could add new members [...] (another reémon
using the large e-mail list, since | easily forgeeadd people, and new members of the organiziogpgwon't
know about the next meeting if we don't use thgddist...) Tell me who/whom it's going to be and fik it!

See you!

[anonymous GSF-organizer]

Jag har sagt det forut, och jag sager det igem gite att oxa skicka kallelser till och protokfséin
arbetsgruppsmoten pa stora list@GF-lista@... Det finns ju ingen méjlighet for dem att vetalvsom hander
annars....

[...]

Apropa "GSF-arbetsgrupps —listan” [min anonymisg}imejlade redan till [Anonym] om det, men detevu
praktiskt om vi &ven gjorde nan av er pa plats g @bmoderator, sa att ni kan lagga in nya medten [...]
(ytterligare en anledning att anvanda sig flitigtstorlistan, jag glommer latt att lagga in folkns nu, och da far
ju nya medlemmar av arbetsgruppen inte reda paasta mote a&r om man inte aven anvander stora.lijta
Sag till vem/vilka ni vill att det ska vara, sadixjag det!

ha det bra!
[anonymiserad GSF-organisator]

Transparencyvithin the GSF-process was an emergent propértievieloped through
continuous updating of documents and the ethishafing information: organization-
manuals, protocols covering meeting proceduresdantion-making negotiations, and this
made it possible for the singular participant taupdated with relevant information and
informed on the overall progression of the netwandg@anization. Also, this feature was further
increased as a prominent network-property emergingf critical self evaluation among the
most actively engaged forum-organizers, reflectingheir positions within the organization
and the work that they put into the G&Egitimacywas tightly knit together with the practice
of sharing information and making sure that evergenof the network had access to

information. We can see this in the excerpt preskabove, as one of the forum-organizer
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activists puts extra weight on the importance efributing information for the whole

network to read. These features characterized ales@nversations among core-activists
[organizers] at preparatory meetings that | visited sharing of information and critical self
evaluation among forum-organizers (Hansson 2008ffR2t was part of the stabilization of
the GSF-network and expressed in easily accedgsifolenation about who to contact for
instructions or help, how to get in contact if weare interested in participating during the
GSF-events, and the GSF-network’s internal orgaioizal responsibilities. In the excerpt
below (figure 5) one of the forum-organizers expatihat they are in the process of building
the new website and how it is supposed to func®a tool in the collective production of the
GSF-event in 2005:

[Figure 5 Distributed e-mail message from the fomnganizers on the GSF-list containing

information about the new website, my translation]

We are currently in the process of building the mestbsite. It will be a tool in the production of 53005 [i.e.
the forum-event] and to keep you updated on the &SKell as the overall Social Forum-process. Asent we
are updating documents as the Charter of Pringipkfor participation applications and call fmarticipation-
letter. Furthermore, we are trying to work out agamization-plan and a comprehensible blueprint for
differentiations of work- and responsibility withihe GSF, so that it will be easier to figure oliatvneeds to be
done and who's supposed to do it. In this way ojgehwe will be able to be more efficient and taéase
transparency, and to make it easier for those ofwioo would like to be engaged in the preparatlmfsre the
GSF 2005 event. Every document will be availabléhennew website, hopefully launched before neat,yand
they will be distributed on the e-mail list wheradg. It is our wish to introduce them to you at tipgoming
meeting.

For narvarande haller vi pa med att konstruerayememsida, som skall kunna fungera som ett bagrktyyg i
skapandet av GSF 2005 och for att upplysa om G&# sém forumprocessen i stort. Vi haller pa och
uppdaterar dokument som principforklaring, intressaélan och inbjudningsbrev. Dessutom jobbar vi ated
utveckla en organisationsplan och ett tydliggérasmdansvars- och

arbetsfordelningen inom GSF, sa att det skalldtare att fa en dverblick 6ver vad som behdveagtwch vem
som skall gora det. P4 sa satt hoppas vi att kbada effektivisera arbetet, samt 6ka insynen igssen, liksom
underlatta for manniskor som vill engagera sighetet med GSF 2005. Alla dessa dokument komménats
pa den nya hemsidan som vi hoppas skall vara titami arsskiftet, och kommer ocksa att skickas UispEn

nar de ar klara. Férhoppningsvis kommer vi ocks&wtna presentera dem for diskussion pa stormotet.

The property of network-transparency, an assessegniessed both in words and action,
became a prominent feature of the GSF and as alwagsa lot easier to express something

in linguistic form rather than by concerted acteord mutual support.

Collective intelligence in networks: the productionof [main themes] and many-to-many

communication
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The e-mail lists were activated during collectiveqesses of document revision and
consultations in the production of common “maimties” or political categories (i.e.

“justicé’ and “welfar€’). These themes or categories were later usedohdiration-tools,
attracting political organizations not yet partloé GSF-network (Hansson 2008). Such
processes actualized a collective intelligencelinag the sum total of GSF-members. On
these occasions ideas were distributed among G$fbers and suggestions were shared
horizontally throughout the network, and these psses incited a feedback process: e-mail
lists made possible continuous articulation andrtesulation of various issues and problems
that organizers and participant member organizatspecifically needed to address during
the forum-events. And, decisions were based omrcidlely produced information:

[Figure 6 Excerpt from e-mail message containisgrmmary of previous discussions on the GSF:s’

annual “main thematic”, my translation]

Regarding this year’s main theme for the forumehsia proposal that was up for discussion dutiegdst
meeting. It boils down to try to put together aipes theme and to focus this year’s forum arourawelfare-
issue, and to shed light upon this issue from warangles. That way we can debate issues suclakis bere,
public transport and the situation on the housiagket, all of these are issues that are still apfs minds
and connected to welfare as well as questions siit@u Also, we could connect to issues such akevstrights
and union rights (very significant issues right mioand global processes such as peace and soeiadieh
Simply put such a theme could be Welfare-Peace-@har something along these lines. We think such a
theme would be specific enough, and at the samitiprovides opportunity for many issues to beuigia up.
More on this at the next meeting! If you can't papate, but still have opinions on this, send therms on
info@...

(Distributed e-mail message from the forum-orgarsizen the GSF-list)

Vad galler temat har vi &ven dar ett forslag, siskuterades pa forra stormétet. Det handlar orskaipa ett
positivt tema genom att centrera forumet kring aréfragan, och belysa olika aspekter av den. Bats&an
man diskutera till exempel sjukvard, lokaltrafikdoostadssituationen som ju alla fortfarande anaéde
aktuella teman, ur ett valfards och rattighetspektip, men aven knyta an till fragor som arbetsoétt andra
fackliga rattigheter (mycket aktuellt just nu!) oglobala processer som fred och social férandfimdgelt
formulerat skulle temat kunna lyda Valfard-Fred-idring, eller nagot dylikt. Vi tror att temat p@satt bade
blir tillrackligt specifikt samtidigt som det getrymme for ménga olika fragor. Men detta kommer vi
naturligtvis att diskutera mer pa stormoétet! Kamnté komma pé stormétet, men har asikter om oéansie,
skicka dem till oss pa info@...,

Thus, e-mall lists made it possible for the GSPaoek to constantly reformulate issues, to
include new commentaries and ideas in a collabaa-production of themes within a
networked sociality that effectively originatedfinaconnections with decentralized
technology in this context; “many-to-many” commuation. References to previous themes
and issues in the excerpt above inform about updstsuch features and that they were re-
articulated to 1) suite newcomers or new membetiseds SF-network, 2) focus on current

political events and 3) potentially have a mobilgeffect, increasing the number of members
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in the network. Electronically supported decentedi communication and interaction worked
hand in hand with face-to-face routines such aslaegneetings. The two levels of interaction

worked synergistically, adding to a durable forntommunication.
Network links

The coupling together of network-members and regrs them on the GSF-list created
a network whose strength was measurable by hovafaseffectively news could travel
the network, and the potentially large number glaoizations getting access to the
information. This logic was exemplified by a coaarged meeting between local social
movement organizations a@bteborgs FolkhdgskolgGothenburg’s Folk High

School), where students and organizations coultange experiences and knowledge,
and there was a scheduled session for questiotisd@tudents interested in these

organizations:

[Figure 7 Excerpt from communications on the e-rhstilregarding invitations for a co-

arranged meeting, my translation]
Hi!

| would like to invite the GSF to our school, Gatberg’s Folk High School, October the"2§...] the
purpose is for the students to get in contact astociations and subjects that they could getveebl
with. | have also invited Attac, Amnesty, Ofog [itidisobedience group], Women'’s International Peace
Organization, and a couple of others. Hopefullygjjioms about power relations between State, market
and the civil society will come up. Our plan is tbe students to ask questions and take a toundrihe
invited organizations, and after lunch we will spip into smaller groups and deepen discussiors. Th
actual form is not finished. Have a good one!

[Anonymous]
| would be grateful if you replied before long
Sunny regards

[Anonymous 070-cellphone number]

Hi!

The IKFF [Swedish section of Women'’s International Leagud*ace and Freeddis happy to
join in! Get in touch and inform us on the time gidce and what we are supposed to do! Regards
[Anonymous] The Gothenburg group/IKFF telephone ham031-[...]

hejsan!

jag vill bjuda GSF till var skola, Goteborgs Follgsiola 26 oktober. [...] meningen &r att elevernakskama i
kontakt med féreningar och omréden som de kan emgagig. jag har bjudit attac, amnesty, ofog, keiniér
fred, och nagra andra liknande. férhoppningsvis tkemmaktfragan bland stat, marknad och civil sataksit
tas upp med. vi tankte att pa morgonen ska elevgmant och stalla fragor och efter lunch skaeladupp 0ss]
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i mindre grupper och diskutera lite djupare. Haitig med formerna ar vi inte. masagott!
/[Anonymiserad]

skulle vara mycket tacksam om ni kunde hora awens

med soliga halsningar

[Anonymiserad. 070mobilnummer]

Hej!

IKFF [Internationella Kvinnor for Fred] staller géx upp! Tag kontakt och tala om tid och plats oath gu vill
vi skall gora! Halsningar [Anonym]/Géteborgskretsers IKFF tel: 031-telefonnummer

Novel opportunities for collaborations, such asdhe in the excerpt presented above,
or invitations to participate during seminars, migad political events and various
dialogues were frequently posted on the GSF-listhis way the GSF-network
repetitively organized, in a distributed mannekily diverse actors, sequences of
messages and information being sent between semadgreceivers. Thus, the e-mail
lists connected persons and groups, but also dieodedhem from the totality of
Internet users, and specific issues or subjects Woeused or narrowed down. At the
same time as e-mail lists introduced users togelaariety of views and masses of
information; they filtered and re-arranged the Elde chaotic information on the
Internet. Selection processes like these produgmeeted islands of information, with
links reaching from different external web-sitesyus-groups, and other e-mail lists,
sorted by interest or by theme. Specific informatieas distributed to the GSF-list from
various sites; the Swedish Social Forum-e-mail(&ste-mail list for organizers on the
national level) and the European Social Forum-d-hsai mainly from the local forum-
organizers distributing information concerning 8wcial Forum-process on national
and regional levels. The GSF e-mail lists thus oigd information and usage (i.e.
actualization or meaning) of Internet-distributedtearial through the coupling together
of the two processes: 1) circulation of informatad 2) circulation of interpretations
and evaluations from locally, nationally and gldpalispersed political organizations.
The flow of information was not limited to a lodabthenburg context, but expanded
and contracted in a stretched out global framefarence. There was a mixture of
concrete Gothenburg-located activities (i.e. semsinavents, days of action and
dialogues), and “virtual” forms of engagements hsas the example presented below
about a report on the situation on Palestiniangeds in Lebanon. This message spread
between organizations in Sweden and the GSF-ehstaas one of many information

channels reproducing this message (figure 8):
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[Figure 8 Excerpt displaying a distributed e-madgssage that was copied, reproduced and
distributed on the GSF-list and other computer s e-mail lists, containing information on

the situation of refugees in Lebanon, English igioal]

spread please!

Salamat,

So finally some news about the Naher El-Bared kstate situation is extremly urgent for the peapléhe
refugee camp and for those who are becoming refugeee again.. a long list of urgent needs wasigeohby
the Naher El Bared Relief Campaign and is ATTACHi&Dhis email. Please help raise donations or send
supplies. A quick note that Palestinian refugedseinanon are not suffering the islamic militiasresgsion and
violence, but also the violence andracism of thiedrese society. Urgent support and help is neeldstr.@nic
Lebanon http://electronicintifada.net/lebanon/NEhBared blog http://www.nahrelbared.info/Nahr ErBd
Relief Campaign http://nahrelbareddonations.blogspm/By 23/5/2007:a. 25 Palestinian civiliansédl) 250
injured (80% civilians)b. No possibility to entéetcamp. Evacuation of civilians is underprocesX6.houses
destroyed (either partially or totally)d. UNRWAmiEs are closed, no medical attention availabkeund
1157 families displaced on 23/5/2007

In solidarity and rage,!-Mad (http://[anonym].yahoam/group/GSF-listan/message/591) Sun
May 27, 2007 1:39 pm

At the same time as this text was distributed enGISF-list it circulated on, among
other sites, http://www.kibush.co.il/show_file.aspth=20191 (26 of May 2007) and
on the global alternative media netwadnklymedia
(http://www.indymedia.org.uk/en/2007/05/371686.h&iil05.2007 14:34Y.The text
was distributed via thindymedianetwork by an organization call€leers Without
Bordersand commented on another initiative calledNadr el-Bared Relief Campaign
which was a petition for supporting refugees anappein need in Lebanon. The
information-routes and the circulation of messdugsveen dispersed nodes: news
media, groups, individuals and organizations tivautated information across
territorial borders, mirrored the emergence of eetiéralized self-referencing
organization of information. Reports and translagiof globally distributed texts
materialized into what geographer Manuel Casteltsdnalyzed as an emergent global
network society (1998). Such processes operatsdlastion processes, thus
prescribing materials for specific users or sulmeed. Anthropologist Jeff Juris (2005)
has written extensively on how the Internet hasiged the conditions for political
activity and argues that global social justice mmogats be labelettomputer-

supported social movemehts

Despite the shrinking yet formidable digital dividiee Internet facilitates global connectednessnes it
strengthens local ties within neighborhoods andskbalds leading to increasing "Glocalization” (Vviedin
2001, 236; cf. Robertson 1995). Similar trendsaan be detected at the level of political activithere
Internet use — including e-mail lists, interactiMeb pages, and chat rooms — has facilitated neterpatof
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social engagement. Anti-corporate globalization ements thus belong to a particular class of CSShputer
supported social networks, min anntgmputer-supported social movemehising the Internet as
technological architecture, such movements opestdtecal, regional, and global levels, while adisimove
back and forth between online and offline politiaativity. (Juris: 2005: 191)

Notes on a political actor-network, network politics online and information

The GSF was installed as an information-disseminatformation-producer and a political
network with preferences for specific patternsndbrmation. Movement-specific and self-
produced information were preordained to attainear@hging dissemination to the largest
extent possible among member-activists and orgaoimawithin the GSF, and as such the
GSF repetitively organized meetings between seraferdormation and its receivers. This
process dependended on the signal to reach iisaigsh and that the contact between sender
and receiver could be kept intact and not drownedg interfering noise such as spam mail
or simply too much information (Hansson 2008).hor$, this amounts to a feedback loop:

the circulation of information and the circulatiohmeaning-production, including

information technology (computers, cables, modenisgstructure, and bandwidth) and users

(activist subjects, human agents) collectively éinglthe common production of information.

In this article | have presented how these act@®wnobilized to function together
constituting an actor-network for distribution oftea parliamentary or social movements’
information, supporting organizational work and mag-production. For this purpose |
made use of concepts worked out in the languadetoi-Network Theory and the ontology
of networks. | have analyzed the role of informatiechnology, as an actor, in network
politics. On several instances Bruno Latour hasédlihe constituting parts of actor-
networksactantsin order to try to get rid of the dominating rgien to human actors, often
portrayed as the only active parts of socio-tecbgiobl systems (Akrich & Latour 1992).
Instead of stipulating acting abilities to humaeig only, often in the form of human
agency, we can write aboattancy(actant agency thus giving “voice” to different but never
the less really existing forms of agency in a sohmvwnore horizontal manner.
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'Parts of the content in this article is further éleped in my Ph. D dissertation
"Natverkspolitik — organisering, dppenhet och kolirG6teborgs Sociala Forum-process
2003-2005"(2008).

"Latour's analysis of texts as parts of actor-netaas developed, for example, in his book
about Pasteuil he Pasteurization of Fran¢&988).

""Processes that stabilize toanslateheterogenuous actors into convergence (linkingttuey

or ordering previously non-related entities) aréechtranslation” processes within Actor-
Network Theory. It is a translation whereby actotrénslates its goals, inscriptions or agenda
by forcing actor B to act according to A:s' pregtians and co-act in stabilizing the actor-
network. Its a non-reductionist micro-power anayfsicusing on small scale translations that
make possible large scale actors and stable stasctu

“The PGA or People's Global Action is a politicaii@t network that has played a signifiant
role in coordinating and mobilizing protests agaisonomic and political summits around
the world, such as the protests against the WTOrlVbrade Organization) in Seattle in
1999.

‘The Gothenburg-Action 2001 was one out of two asttimetworks that organized the
demonstrations against the EU-summit in GothenB0OaL.

“""The Forum South gather 205 Swedish organizatiooikiwg internationally with solidarity
aid and mobilizing public opinon on global issuésnong the member-organizations are
popular movements but also small associations @gdn by idealist forces.”
(http://www.forumsyd.org/, 2008-04-28) The Forumu8ofocuses its efforts on North-South
collaborations and different kinds of solidarity tkoMember-orgnizations are for example
Attac, Africa Groups, World Shops (Fair Trade), T®W, International Workers' Team,
Farnebo Folk High School and many more.

“"The most important ideas directing the social fasuan the social forum-process were
dictated in the Charter of Princples, for example tork against militarism, a neo-liberal

world order, sexism, racism, and homophobia. Alssues such as the economy, the
environment and peace, and the internal forum azg#ional structure were elaborated in the
Charter of Princples.
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“IWeb-mail is a web-application that provides useith wpportunities to write and read e-
mail on the Internet using a web-surfer programgefample the Internet Explorer web-surfer
program.

*On several occasions | have consciously left otitiats- and organizers real names, and put
in the word “anonymous” instead. This also impbéiser likewise sensitive data, for instance
the real name of the e-mail list provider usechim GSF.

*The name of the web-application is kept anonymouthe text. It was a commercial web-
application providing free group-e-mail accountsnail lists and private e-mail services, for
example services for registered users to set upiklists and share a common inbox space.

“Kibush was presented in the following manner: “Thecupation Magazine was established
in October 2004 by a group of Israeli anti-occupatactivists who were disturbed by the
growing discrepancy between the grim reality whitley observed in the Occupied

Territories , and the way in which it was (and rigported in the main stream media. The
ongoing colonization policy in the Occupied Teni¢s is being misrepresented by the Israeli
and US media as "fight against terror" and a "gjleifor Israel's existence / security”. This is
while in reality, the colonization policies promaterror, and endanger the future of both
nations in this country.

The aim of this website is to provide informatiomdacommentary on the ongoing

developments in the Occupied Territories in Hebramd English. The Editors of the

Occupation Magazine represent a range of opinisrte #éhe optimal solution for the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict. However, we are united in tiedief that a viable solution must be based
on the unconditional end to the Israeli militarycopation, and on principles of equality,

justice and mutual respect.” (http://www.kibushikéabout.asp?lang=1 20080110) Thus,
Kibush was an alternative media initiative for eéigssnating and production of news on the
conflict between Israel and Palestine.



