
H ea r in g  f o r  Ap p l i c a t i on  o f  Le a ve  a t  H ig h  C ou r t  N o  R !  Ju s t i ce  L au  
B ee  L an ,  Le ve l  3  R igh t  W ing  Ja la n  Du ta  Cou r t  Comp le x  K ua la  
Lumpu r  
L awye r  L i m  He ng  S eng  
P r  Je r r y  Dus in g  H P  co n t ac t  012  8 2828 44  
== ===== ===== ===== ====== ===== ===== ====  
 
 
Sabah church sues minister and government. 
 
T h e  Sab ah  S IB  C h u r ch  i s  s u in g  t h e  I n te rn a l  S e cu r i t y  M in i s te r  a n d  
t he  g ove r nm en t  f o r  n o t  a l l o w in g  i t  t o  impo r t  C h r i s t i an  l i t e ra tu r e  
f o r  t h e i r  ch i l d r en  c on ta in in g  t he  wo rd  “A l l ah ” .  
 
Th e  su i t  i s  f i l ed  b y  P as t o r  Je r r y  Du s in g ,  p re s id en t  o f  t he  S aba h  
S ida ng  I n j i l  Bo r ne o  ( S IB ) ,  o r  t he  e va n ge l i ca l  c h u rc h  o f  B o r ne o ,  
o n  10  Dec ,  20 07  a t  t h e  H ig h  Co u r t  o f  Ma la ya  i n  Kua la  L umpur .  
 
 
T h e  chu r ch ,  w h i ch  i s  t he  l a r ge s t  C h r i s t i an  d en om in a t i on  i n  t he  
s t a t e ,  i s  a sk ing  t h e  co u r t  t o  qu ash  t he  m in i s te r ’ s  d e c i s i on  n o t  t o  
a l l o w  th e  chu rch  t o  impo r t  f o u r  t i t l e s  i n  Ba ha sa  In do nes ia  a s  we l l  
a s  w i t hh o ld ing  d e l v e r y  an o t h e r  two  t i t l e s  u nd e r  t h e  P r in t i n g  
P re sse s  A nd  Pu b l i ca t i on s  A c t  19 84 .  
 
“ T h ese  p ub l i ca t i o ns  a re  m ea n t  f o r  t he  r e l i g i o u s  e du ca t i on  o f  ou r  
ch i l d r en , ”  P as t o r  D u s in g  sa i d  i n  h i s  s ta te me n t  i n  su pp o r t  o f  h i s  
su i t .  
 
I t  i s  a l so  a sk in g  t h e  c ou r t  t o  co mp e l  t h e  m in i s te r  t o  r e t u r n  t he  
co ns i gn m e n t  o f  ma te r i a l s  w h ich  i t  c l a im ed  w as  “ un la w f u l l y  
d e t a in ed ”  o n  15  A ug  20 07  a t  t he  Lo w  Cos t  Ca r r i e r  a i r p o r t  i n  
S ep an g  wh i l e  o n  t r an s i t  f r o m I ndo ne s ia  t o  Sa b ah .  
 
 
P as t o r  D u s in g  c on te nds  t ha t  f r om t he  e a r l i e s t  d ays  o f  t he  S IB ,  i t s  
B ah asa  Ma la ys ia  co ng rega t i on  co mp r i s i ng  ma in l y  na t i ve  
b um ipu t r a s  f r om v a r i ou s  t r i ba l  g rou ps  o f  Sab a h  h as  be en  u s in g  
B ah asa  Ma la ys ia  i n  t he i r  w o rsh ip  an d  re l i g i o u s  i n s t r u c t i o n  an d  
e du ca t i o n .  T he y  h av e  be en  f r e e l y  u s i ng  t he  A l k i t a b ,  t he  B ah asa  
M a la y s ia / I nd on es ia  t r an s la t i on  o f  t h e  H o l y  B ib l e  w he r e  t he  w o r d  
“A l l ah ”  a ppea rs  f o r  “God ” .   
 
“ T h e  Ch r i s t i an  u s a g e  o f  “ A l l a h ”  p re da te s  I s l a m .  “ A l l a h ”  i s  t h e  
n ame  o f  Go d  i n  t h e  o ld  A ra b i c  B ib le  a s  we l l  a s  i n  t h e  mo de rn  
A ra b i c  B i b le .  Ch r i s t i an s  i n  E gyp t ,  L e b an on ,  I r aq ,  I n do ne s ia ,  
Ma la ys ia ,  B run e i  a n d  o t he r  p lace s  i n  As ia ,  A f r i ca  an d  e l se wh ere   
w he r e  t h e  l an gu ag es  a re  i n  con ta c t  w i t h  A ra b i c  ha ve  be en  u s in g  
t he  wo rd  “A l l ah ”  t o  r e fe r  t o  God , ”  he  sa id .  
 
“ I n  Bah as a  Ma la ys ia ,  t h e  wo rd  ‘A l l ah ’  h as  be en  u sed  
co n t i n uo u s l y  i n  t h e  p r i n te d  ed i t i on  o f  t h e  Ma t t he w ’s  Go spe l  i n  
M a la y  i n  16 29 ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  c o mp le te  M a la y  B i b le  i n  1 7 3 3  un t i l  
t od ay  i n  t h e  A l k K i t a b . ”  
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P as t o r  Du s in g  sa id  o n  15  Au g  20 07  t he  chu rch ’ s  sup e r v i so r  o f  
ch i l d ren  ed uca t i on ,  K in amb o  B in t i  Ga du an ,  wa s  b r i ng i ng  b ack  
t h re e  bo xes  o f  e du ca t i o na l  ma t e r i a l s  f o r  Ch r i s t i an  ch i l d re n  f r o m 
S u rab aya ,  I ndo ne s ia  t o  Ko t a  K in ab a lu ,  Sa ba h  w i t h  a  t ra ns i t  s t o p  
a t  t h e  Low C os t  C a r r i e r  T e r m in a l  ( LC C T)  a t  S ep an g  wh e re  t he y  
w e r e  u n l a w fu l l y  de t a i ne d  by  a  cus t o m  o f f i ce r .   
 
 
“ T h e  fo l l o w in g  da y  I  w r o t e  t o  t he  D i r e c to r  Ge n e ra l  o f  C us t om s  f o r  
t he  re tu rn  o f  t he  Pu b l i ca t i on s  b u t  d id  no t  ge t  a  rep l y .  I  was  l a t e r  
t o ld  t ha t  t h e  bo oks  h ave  b e e n  ha nd ed  o ve r  t o  t he  M in i s t r y  o f  
I n t e r n a l  Se cu r i t y  a nd  t ha t  I  ou gh t  t o  co m m un i ca te  w i t h  
t he m, ” Pa s to r  D u s in g  sa i d .  
 
“ I  t he n  wro te  a no the r  l e t t e r  o n  24  Au gu s t  f o r  t he  r e tu r n  o f  t he  
b oo ks  an d  a bo u t  t h r e e  w eeks  l a te r  o n  10 Sep t  t h e  M in i s t r y  o f  
I n t e rn a l  Se cu r i t y  r e p l i e d  say ing  impo r ta t i o n  o f  t he  p ub l i ca t i o ns  
h as  be en  d en ied  b ec au se ,  a mo ng  o th e r  t h i ng s ,   C h r i s t i a n  
p ub l i ca t i o ns  w h i c h  co n t a in  t he  f ou r  p r oh ib i t e d  w o rd s  -  “ A l l a h ,  
“ Ba i t u l l a h ” ,  “ So la t ”  a nd  “ K aa ba h ”  -  a re  n o t  p e r m i t t ed  t o  be  
d i s t r i bu te d  i n  t h i s  co un t r y ” .  
 
T h e  M in i s t r y  a l so  s a id  s u ch  p ub l i ca t i on s  cou ld  r a i se  co n f us ion  
a nd  co n t ro ve rsy  i n  Ma la ys ia n  so c ie t y .    
 
 He  t he n  asked  ch u rch  se c r e t a ry ,  P a s t o r  Da nn y  L e in s in  L imp a ka n  
t o  ap pe a l  t o  t he  M in i s te r  o f  I n te rn a l  Se cu r i t y ,  t ha t  amon g  o t he r  
t h i n gs ,  t h e  wo rd  “A l l a h ”  u se d  i n  t h e  pu b l i ca t i o ns  h as  be en  
p r e v io u s l y  a l l ow e d  by  t h e  P r ime  M in i s te r  a nd  t ha t  t h e  p ro h ib i t i o n  
i s  co n t ra r y  t o  re l i g i o us  f r e ed om e nsh r ine d  i n  A r t i c l e  11  o f  t h e  
F e de r a l  Co ns t i t u t i on .  
 
 
M o r e  t ha n  a  mo n t h ,  K i na m b o  B in t i  Gad ua n ,  w ho  h ad  n o t  w r i t t e n  
t o  t h e  au th o r i t i e s  a t  a l l ,  r e ce i ve d  an  u ns ign ed  l e t t e r  da ted  5  No v  
f r om t he  M in i s t r y  o f  I n t e r na l  Secu r i t y   wh i ch  sa id  t h a t  t he  b oo ks  
w e r e  w i t h h e ld  u nd e r  t h e  P r i n t i n g  P re sse s  And  P ub l i ca t i on s  Ac t  
1 98 4  an d  th a t  a  d ec i s ion  h as  be en  m ad e  r eg a r d i ng  t he  se i zed  
m a t e r i a l s  u nd e r  Se c t i o n  9 (1 )  o f  t h e  Ac t .  
 
Th ree  wee ks  l a t e r ,  t h e  ch u rch  rece i ve d  a  l e t t e r  f r om Y a acob  B in  
S am a t  o f  t h e  Bah ag ian  K aw a la n  Pe n e r b i t an  &  T eks  A l - Qu r an  o f  
t he  I n t e r n a l  Se cu r i t y  M in i s t r y  da te d  24  N o v  s t a t i ng  t ha t  a l l  
p ub l i ca t i o ns  whe t he r  imp o r te d  o r  pu b l i she d  l oca l l y  wh i ch  co n t a in s  
a ny  on e  o f  t he  4  w o rd s  “A l l ah ,  “ Ba i t u l l a h ” ,  “ S o la t ”  a nd  “ Ka ab ah ”  
a r e  p ro h ib i t e d  f r o m d i s t r i b u t i on  i n  M a la y s ia .    
 
A mo ng  t h e  r ea son s  s ta te d  we r e  t h a t  t he  g ove r nm en t  ha d  
g aze t t ed  t he  p roh ib i t i o n  o f  t he  A l k i t a b  i n  Ma la ys ia  un de r  t h e  
I n t e rn a l  Se cu r i t y  A c t  19 60  a nd  t ha t  th e re  we re  p rob lems  o f  
e n f o r ce m e n t  a mo ng  r e l i g i o u s  o f f i ce r s  i n  t h e  va r i o us  s t a t es  o ve r  
p r oh ib i t e d  w o rd s  a n d  p h r a ses  d ee me d  exc lu s i ve  t o  I s l a m w h ich  
l e d  t h e  go ve r n me n t  t o  de c id e  t ha t  t h e  M in i s t r y  o f  I n te r na l  
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S ecu r i t y  un de r  t he  P r i n t i ng  P re sses  an d  Pu b l i ca t on s  A c t  19 84  i s  
t o  de a l  w i t h  t he  i s su e . .  
 
Th e  l e t t e r  a l so  sa id  t h e re  was  un ea s ine ss  w i t h i n  t h e  co mmu n i t y  
a nd  t ha t  th e  i s su e  ha s  b eco me  se n s i t i ve  a nd  h as  be en  c la s s i f i ed  
a s  a  s e cu r i t y  i ssu e .  
 
;   
Th e  S IB  ch u rch  i s  a l so  a sk i ng  t he  co u r t  f o r  seve ra l  de c la ra t i o n s ,  
a mo ng  w h i ch  i s  t ha t ,  i t  i s  t he  co ns t i t u t i on a l  r i gh t  an d  th e  
l e g i t ima t e  exp e c t a t i on  o f  t h e  chu rch  an d  i t s  m embe rs  t o  use  t he  
t e r m  “ A l l ah ”  as  a  t r an s la t i o n  o f  t h e  wo r d  “ Go d ”  i n  t he  B ah asa  
M a la y s ia  o r  Ba ha s a  In do nes ia  B ib le  a nd  o th e r  C h r i s t i a n  
p ub l i ca t i o ns .  I t  a l s o  wa n t s  t he  co u r t  t o  de c la r e  i t s  r i gh t  t o  impo r t  
su ch  p ub l i ca t i on s .   
 
 
S IB  i s  a l s o  se ek i ng  a  d ec la r a t i on  t ha t  S I B  a nd  i t s  me m b e r s  a r e  
g ua r an te ed  e qu a l i t y  o f  a l l  p e r so ns  b e fo r e  t h e  l aw  a nd  a r e  
p r o t ec t ed  f r om d i s c r i m i na t i o n  ag a in s t  c i t i zen s ,  i n  p a r t i c u la r  i n  t h e  
e xe rc i se  o f  p owers  un de r  t he  P r i n t i n g  P re sse s  An d  Pu b l i ca t i ons  
A c t  19 84 ;  
 
T h e  chu r ch  i s  s ee k ing  a  d e c l a r a t i o n  t ha t  su bs id ia r y  l eg i s la t i o n  
mad e  by  o rd e r  pu b l i sh ed  i n  t he  Gaze t t e  un de r  Se c t i on  2 2  o f  t he  
I n t e r n a l  Se cu r i t y  A c t  19 60  p e r t a in in g  t o  t h e  p ro h ib i t i o n  o f  t he  A l  
K i t a b  ( t h e  Bah asa  B ib le )  b e  de c la re d  “ un con s t i t u t i o na l .  
Con s t i t u t i o n . ”  
 
A dd i t i o na l l y ,  S I B  w a n t s  a  d ec la ra t i o n  t h a t  u nd er  A r t i c l e  11  a nd  
A r t i c l e  1 2  o f  t he  F e de r a l  Co ns t i t u t i on ,  i t  i s  t he  c on s t i t u t i on a l  
r i g h t  o f  t h e  chu r c h  t o  i mp o r t  su ch  p u b l i ca t i o n s  t o  i n s t r uc t  t he i r  
ch i l d ren  i n  t he i r  r e l i g i o n  i n  t h e  exe r c i se  o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  
f r ee do m. .  
 
ENDS 


