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Tuition hikes or workers’ rights?

BY ANDY MULKERIN

As the University of
Pittsburgh’s Board of Trustees
convened in Wesley W.
Posvar Hall to discuss the
merits of raising tuition for
students for the eighth year in
a row Monday, a group of '-.;‘;L 5
concerned students and o
activists gathered outside on™
Forbes Avenue to tell ther_

board and the public that
another tuition hike could be
credited to nothing more than
corporate greed. - ; i ! ¢ I

Members of Pitt's Students Pitt students hold up signs on the streetcorner in
in Solidarity organized a rally protest of the tuition hike.

of about 15 people chantingfyndraising goal was notbe “prudent” to offer them
radical cheers and educatingexceeded, the money is notat this time. The reasoning
passers by about thepeing used to keep tuition behind this decision was that
University's policies on same- costs down- which would state legislators may not like
sex partner benefits and agnable more low-income the idea of giving same-sex
living wage. students to attend Pitt- or to benefits, and therefore would
Students held signs pay employees of the pull funding from the
saying things like “Tuition ynjversity a living wage. They university.
Hike + Capital Campaign = glso noted that while low-wage
Corporate Greed” and fy|| time employees who also F.Y.I.
SMUgge,jteg thbat Cha”ﬁjegortake classes at the university| For more information on
ark Noraenberg cou € were given a slight pay raise the living wage campaign
compared to a welfare queen.|ast year, the cost of their Sl o
www.pitt.edu/~leftists

The tuition hike, 14 percent Computing fee went up tOO,

for in-state students and 10rendering the raise essentially
percent for those from out of pojntless.

state, comes one month after  Another matter tackled by
the University announced thetphe protestors was the fact
wild success of its capital that Pitt, unlike many other
campaign, which raised its |ocal employers, does not offer
goal of $500 million one year health benefits to same-sex
before that goal was partners of its employees.
scheduled to be met. Theggaylier in the summer a special
capital campaign has beencommittee appointed by
extended in hopes of raisingchancellor Nordenberg
$1 billion by 2007. ~ announced that, while same-

The student activists sex pbenefits were a viable
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Avyinzer

in Atenco

BY WiLL Rar

You take the Mexico City
subway to the end of the line. You
get out and there is a bus
terminal. You search for the bus
going to Texcoco, in an hour or
hour and a half, it still looks like
Mexico City then you begin to
see “NO AIRPORT IN
ATENCO!” and “LAND YES!
PLANES NO!” painted on the
walls that face the highway. Atiny
bit further and you see the
barricades blocking the roads to
enter San Salvador Atenco,
community in rebellion.

We got off the bus and
walked past a barricade that was
partially taken apart to allow the
residents and supply trucks to
enter and leave. Atenco was
functioning normally. The
government and the police were/
are gone but the town functions
as any other. The restaurants,
stores, bakeries, internet cafes
continue to operate and the
campesinos continue to work the
fields.

We walked down the street
stopping to take photos of the
revolutionary mural and anti-
airport art that adorn the city
walls since the residents of
Atenco chased out the police and
the government. We went to the
town square where the newly
collectivized police and municipal
trucks are parked. We met with
one of the residents, who took
us up on the stage that they have
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built. It serves as a place t
have both public
announcements an

tuition

The following is the report of an
IMC writer -- the only student to
gain access to the board meeting,

our presence to the town an
BY NATHAN SHAFFER

The University Of Pittsburgh Boarg
of Trustees raised tuition for the 200
fiscal year with no visible studenlt
dialogue despite a report of revenjiestruggle and learn what wa
increases in most areas.

Citing “difficult economic times in
the Commonwealth and across t

listen. We introduced
3 ourselves and told the folk

o

entertainment. He announce

60 or so people were there t

we were there to support thei

r
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ayinzer in atenco

never sleep. So we light theselementary school children to
fires to let them know we are85 year old Miguel whose
watching.” One night a patrolbrother was killed in the war
id find police sneaking intofor the land while riding in
he town. The police fled.Zapata's army. No one of them
?i)thertimes surveying crewsvant this airport. The
and what not have beerrampesinos pose the
ound in the land expropriatedquestion, “we aren’t going
for the airport. They wereanywhere by plane, so who
rikewise chased out. All nightis the airport for?” Miguel
there is watch that sometimesold us he was there when

happening in Atenco. Wesfurns into a party outside theAtenco became ejidal land

were asked if we have simila
eproblems in our country, and

municipal building, stray (collectivized land holdings
dogs, orphans, campesinogwned by a community in

trv.” the board d a 10Vanswered es Ourteachers, and artists drinlperpetuity) during the
) ; 9 9ag We were taken on a tourCardenas, the last time he
students and a 14% increase for in statén ~ the  process  of

students at their meeting on Monday,development projects tha
July 15. The board also reported a 1J%benefit the few at the cost o
gain in revenues from research funde¢dthe many. We thanked th
by outside sources. people of Atenco for their

Choosing to appropriate funds fqr struggle; we were applauded

“research, infrastructure” and capitdl A collective meal was
investment, the board gave no noti
to a student action demandin
responsible use of university funds.

These resolutions were passg
without debate or audible dissent in
voice vote.

The Board of Trustees tacitly
expressed a decidedly anti-student
anti-media position by denyin

[0 hungry,
given a place to stay in th
tdmunicipal auditorium where
aall guests are welcomed

our stay, Basque colleg
&tudents,

]Estolen for the airport; land thegovernment.

egovernment

Leprepared for anyone who was

and we were then . 2
egovernment says there isn'all the decisions now

Other groups arrived during
teachers, higiT
school students from Vera,

of the land that has beemsaid Mexico had good
says is We asked another
unproductive. The land isresident what had changed
filled with corn, beans,when you chased out the
fomatoes, and alfalfa; allgovernment. He said that
except the tomatoes araothing changed except “the
organic. Likewise the bastards were gone;we make
enough water there for thdogether.” We asked what he
land. We all laughed when wehought would happen in the
saw the cisterns pumpinduture and he responded with
water that irrigate the fields.“Well if there is no land, there
he land is on top of a lakejs no future.” The residents
which provides water for theof Atenco have shown they

students and several Independdnicyyz, anarcho punks fromﬁelds' The same lake wouldwill do whatever it takes to

Media representatives entry to thepexico City, all to show
public ~ meeting. Securityl sypport and solidarity with
representatives claimed that availaljleine repels in Atenco.
seating had already been occupied gnd
that standing was not permitte
Members of the corporate media eas Iythe campesinos hop in th
gained access to the full meeting.

A single IMC reporter gaine
access to the meeting to find fo rthe town and the fields
empty seats in the public observatign. ~ . .
area and approximately twelve peo e'gniting watch fires where
standing for the duration of th
meeting. The IMC reporter was th

Atenco is friendly but it

" is on a state of alert. At night

back of the police vehicles
with their machetes and patro

also cause the proposedeep their land and way of life.
airport to sink into it after Meanwhile, their struggle
only 25 years. Thecontinues.
government also plans to On July 8th residents of
destroy the mountainsthe municipalities in rebellion
ringing the area to getmarched with machetes in
aterials like gravel and sandhand from the Mexico City
‘t[o build the airport. After the airport to the center of Mexico
ields we go to what appear<£ity. Thousands of people,
to be a large hill covered inyoung and old, from worker,
cacti. Looking closer, itturnscampesino, ideigenous,

they are needed. One of thgt 1 be a pyramid buried byenvironmentalist, squatter,
campesinos asked while wg, ngreds of years ofand

teachers unions

.were outin the field “Do you sediment. Stones coveredonverged on the Zocolo in

Statements from apologetic securify 9€t much sleep in the unitedyjth hieroglyphs, stonefront of the federal
personnel laid blame on the trustegsstates?” | looked backchairs, painted potterygovernment buildings, and
for the closed atmosphere of tHeconfused by the question h&hards and obsidian bladeburned gigantic paper
meeting. One security officer explainegl, continued, “we don’t get are found all over the hillsideairplanes and U.S. flags which
“I was not lying about the number gf much sleep and there .. .” h@long with cacti over 100they say is the flag of
seats. That information came from pointed into the distance atears old. The airport will takeMexican President Vicente
inside the room. | did not make thgt Mexico city “ . . . the out this sacred site too. Fox and announce again THE
decision.” government and the police We met with people from LAND IS NOT FOR SALE!

only University student in attendanc




