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P. S. Res. No. 47 5

Introduced by _
- Senators Drilon, Flavier, Pangilinan, Pimentel, Roxas, Enrilc, Cayctano -
Ejereito Estrada ( L..), Biazon, Revilla, Ejercito Estrada (1. ). Gordon, Arroyo,
Angara, Madrigal, Lim, Defensor Santiago, Lapid, Lacson, Osmeiia, Villar, Recto

RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE SENATE v
THAT ANY PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO, OR REVISION OF, THE
CONSTITUTION REQUIRES THE APPROVAL OF THE SENATE AND
THE HOU?E OF REPRESENTATIVES, VOTING SEPARATELY

WHERIAS, the Constitution provides that any amendment to, or revision of, the
Constitution mway be proposed by Congress, upon a vote of three-fourths of all its
members; e

WHEREAS, the Constitution clearly states that the Congress of the Philippines
shall “consist of a Senate and a House of Representatives™, S

WHEREAS, under a bicameral system of legislature, the Senate and the House of
Representatives always vote separately on all bills and resolutions; :

~ WHEREAS, if measures such as those which propose the change in names of
streets require that the Senate and the House of Representatives vote separately, with
morc reason that the two houses of Congress should vote separately in the case of the
supreme excrcise of amending or revising the Constitution:

WHEREAS, when the Constitution requires the “concurrence of a majority of all
members of the Congress” in the grant of amnesty or tax exemption, Congress had
always exercised said power by voting separately,

WHEREAS, the House of Representatives adopted House Concurrent Resolution
No. 26, convening Congress as a Constituent Assembly to propose amendments 10, or
revision of, the 1987 Constitution, and transmitted the same to the Senate for adoption;

WHEREAS, various non-governmental, peoplc’s and religious or anizations,
inrhding tha Cotholio Dishaps Cofirvuoe uf e nppmes (CBCY), stand to believe
that changing the Constitution, which may involve major shifts in the form of
government, requircs widespread participation, tota) transparency, and relative serenity
that allows for national discussion and debate; :

WHEREAS, given the importance of the Constitution, which is the fundamental
law of the land, we should devote the necessary time and resources to revisit the same to
be able to recommend appropriatc amendments, which are responsive to the needs of the
Filipino people; NOW, THEREF ORE,BETT .



RESOL‘v ED BY THE SENATE, to express its sense that any proposed -

amendment {o, or revision of, the Constitution requires the approval of the & enatc and the
House of Rc:.rescmatweq voting separately.
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