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Abstract: Do you approve of the amendment
‘ ¥ “of Articles VI and VIl of the 1987 Constitution,
o R P changmg the form of government from the. -
' © . . present’ blcameral-preswentlal to a unicameral-
‘parliamentary system' of government, in order
o -achieve greater efﬁciency simplicity and -
~ economy ‘in. ‘government, and - providing an
‘Article - XVill .as Transitory Provisions for the
. orderly shift from one system to. another?

‘ REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES B
S COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS ‘
: MANILA

"IN THE MATTER OF PROPOSING -
AMENDMENTS TO THE 1987 CONSTITUTION
THROUGH A PEOPLE'S INITIATIVE: S

A SHIFT FROM A BICAMERAL PRES!DENTIAL TO
A UNICAMERAL PARLIAMENTARY ~ .-
GOVERNMENT BY AMENDING ARTICLES

'VI AND VII; AND PROVIDING TRANSITORY -
Pnowssous FOR THE ORDERLY SHIFT FROM
THE PRESIDENTIAL TO THE PARLIAMENTARY
SYSTEM

- N -EMN_o.

' (INQIVIDUAL PET!TIONER ),

Petltloners o

4P'ETITiON .

PET!TIONERS by counsel to, th;s Honoi'ab.lé;"Commission on

Electlons most respectfully aver.

"The.Pe;it;dﬁaés-

o

1. Petitioners __ o

T "

are Filipiho citizens, of legal ‘age, registefeﬂ * voters,’

and residents of

PP . and_

, ‘respectively,



~Abstract: Do you approve of the amendment
.. of Articles VI and V|| ‘of the 1987 Constitution,
. -changing. the form of gavernmant. from the
. .present. brcameral»presrdentrat to-a unlcamera|~ :
- - ‘ .. parliamentary. systern of government in order
i ‘ , - 1 i o achieve greater, efﬁolency, simplicity and
‘ Sy LS B ,{ + - aconamy . in government; - and providing an .
L - Article " XVIIl as Transitory Provisions for the
o o : e I ordertyshrftfromonesystemto another‘?

" where they may be sewed wrth summons and other processes of thts Honorable
'.Commrssron ‘ S

“
VA

‘ 2 Petrtuoners frle 'thrs Petrtron m the:r own behatf and together wrth th

gj_ached here‘to and formmg part of thrs Petrtron as Annexes “A” A" “A 2", “A- o
3", A= 4" (etc) The srgnatones in the aforesard annexes are Frlrprno citizens,

_ resrdents and regrstered voters of the' Phtlrpprnes ‘and they constrtute at least
. twelve per centum (12%) of all the regrstered voters in the country, wherem each‘ ' '
' legrslatrve drstnct IS represented by at Ieast three per centum (3%) of all the -

| ', regrstered voters therem
- ‘,'Ceuse of A"ctidn'

3. The Petmoners tn s.ubsonbrng to and ﬂhng this Petrtlon mvoke thelr
'constrtutronal nght to propose amendments to the 1987 Constrtutton by way of
peoptes rmtlatrve as recognrzed in Sec 2 Art. XVlt of the 1987 Constitution,
whrch provrdes | o

“'Sec 2. Amendments to thls Constitution may l/kewrse be
directly proposed by the people through initiative, upon a petition
of. at least twelve per.centum of the total number of registered
voters; of which every legislative district must be. represented by
at Ieast three,per centum oflthe reglstered voters therern xxx ‘o

4 ‘While the seme Sec 2 Art XVII of the Constrtutron states that "(T)he
Congress shall prcwde for ‘the rmplementatron of the exercrse of this right",
"Petrtloners respectfully submit that the provrsrons of Sec: 5 (b) and (¢), along with
;,Sec 7 Republlc' Act No. 6735 are sufﬂcrent enablmg detalls for the peoples
_exercise of the power Republrc Act No. 6735 states



Agstgcg Do you approve of the amendment

~of Articles VI and VIl of the 1987 Conatttutlon

¢hanging the form of govérnment from the

" present blcameral~prestdentlal to a unicameral.

,parllamentary system of government, in order

to achieve greater efficiency, simplicity ‘and

- -economy. in government; and providing an

- Article XViil as- Trensntory Provisaons for the
‘ orderly shift from one system to anothaer?

‘ 3

| “Sec. 5 Requrrements -~ (e) To exerorse the power x x x

(b) A petition for an rmtretIVe on the 1987 Constrtut/on must

‘have at least twelve per. centum (12‘V ) -of the . total number of

registered voters as s:gnetones of which every lagislative d/stnct

must be ‘represented’ by at least three per centum’ (3%) of the

registered’ voters therein. Initiative .on the Constitution may be

- exercised only affer five (5) years from the ratification of the 1987
, Constltut/on and only once every five (5) yeers thereafter -

"(c) The petltron shell state the foIIOWrng

e.1. contente or text of the proposed law sought fo be
enacted, approved or re /ected amended or repea/ed as the case
maybe “ - PN R .
.2, the proposltion
c 3 the reeson or reasone therefore
- c.4. thet rt is not one of the exceptrons prowded herein;

c.5. srgnetures of the petrtroners or regrstered voters; end

c 6 an abstract or summary in not .more than one hundred .
(100) words which shall be. Iegrbly wntten or printed at the top of
every pege of the petition.”
Xxx xx x"’x"‘x" XXX

: "Sec. 7. Venﬁcetlon of Slgnetures ~ The Elect/on ,
- Registrar shall venfy the srgnetures on the basis of the registry Irst. ,
of voters, voters' affidavits and voters rdentrﬂcatron cards used in
the lmmedletely pnecedmg elect:on, v .

Petltloners, therefore assert that ttus Henorable Commtssron on

' Electlons has the authenty. mandete and obhgatlon to. give due course to this

petttlon m comphance with the Constntutnonal dlrectlve for the Comm:sslon on

| Elections to “enforce and edmrmster all laws and reguletrons relative to the

conduct of .an 'election, p!ebrscrte rmtretrve, referendum and recall” [Sec. 2 (1),

'Art IX~C 1987 Const/tutron]



o _' e lAQstl‘act. Do you approve of the amendment
R R ST * of Articles. VI ‘and Vit of the 1987 Constitution,,

. AR prasent blcameral-presldentlal ta 4 unicameral-
BRI parllamemary system of govérnment, .in order- .

,economy Ain . govemment .and- providing ‘an.
“Article XVIlI. as Transitory -Provisions for the'
orderly shlft from one system to another'? '

6 ln the exerclse of the power adverted to above the Petltuoners hereby -

| : propose the amendlﬂent of Artlcles Vl and Vll of the 1987 Phlllppme Constltutlon o
AL ,."as follows L “ ARSI BRI
: ‘A Sectlons 1 2 3 4, 5 G\and 7 of Artlcle VI shall be amended to read “ '

as follows- ey REE _

, "I ' ) _,’1 o ‘V.".'..‘”! "", ,. :-, .. ..’

"Sectlon 1 ( 1) The legtslatlve and executlve powers shall be
' w\vested na unicameral ‘Parlisment which shall be composed of as

S the. pmwnces rEprasentatlve districts, ‘and cities ‘in-accordante with
vt - - the nimber:of their respectlve mhabltants ‘with &t least three hundred .
thousand mhabltants per. district, and .on. th¢ basis of a uniform ‘and
© ‘progressive ratio: "Each district. shall, comprise; as far'as practicable,
R contiguous, . compact and.- adjacent temtory. | and each prownce must
" have at least orie; member g | : B

LN
0
|.

2y Each Member of Par!lament shall be a natural—born citizen - .
of the thpplnes at- Jeast twenty—flve years old-on the day of the .
electlon & resident. of his: d;stnct for at least one: year prior- thereto and o
- _shall be: elected by the qualified: voters .of his district.for a term of, five =
- years’ w:thout limitation :as o the number thereof except those under =
C 0 the party-list system. ‘which shal/ be: prowded for by law and whose .
qr . . number:shall'be equal to’twenty ‘per-centum’ of the: total membsrshlp o
| o L commg from the paﬂ:amentary d/stncts S

.‘.,'
!

; . . . . RS . . . . . . .
. Yo Lt X . v
L . ¢ ' '
' . . :

N B Seotlons "1 2 3 and lt of Artlcle Vll of the 1937 Constltution are
I hereby amended to read as follows ’ L

R \"Sect:on 1. The;e shall be 8 Pres:dent who shal/ be the Head

g S .‘of State, ‘The execut:ve power shall be‘exercised by a Prime

G . Minister,: w:th the assttance of thé Cabinet. The Prime Minister
- shall be elected by a ma;onty of all the' Members of Parliament from ..

Lo C L among: themselves “He: shall be respons:ble fo- the Parllament for'

B ‘-the progrem ofgovemment i

t .

e e R .. changing- the' form: of ‘goverriment, from the

.'to’ achiéve "greater:.efficiency, . ‘simplicity and.-,,'-"

many membersf as may be prowded by Iaw to be apportloned among . N



\

' 'shall raad as"folloWs'

bicsmeral-Preeudentl' '

'orderly sh:ft from one system to another‘?

For tho purpoee ‘of insurin

Ch ‘1‘.

' '.*ect:on 1 (1) The mcumbent Preszdent and V:ce Pres:dent

e .;{shall serve untili the: exparatlon Of their term at.noon on the thirtieth

L day of-June’ 2010 and shall coritinue to exercise thezr powers under - -

o jthe 1987 Constttutlon unless fmpeached by a vote of two th/rds of
R 'all tho members of the rntenm parframent .

§

CE (2) In case of death permanent disab/I/ty, res:gnat;on or
L ‘.a."remaval from dffice: of the lnoumbenl Fresident, the: incumbent Vice
R “President shall succeed.ds: President.. In case of death, permanent -
a fi-,dlsabihty, res:gnat:on or. re/noval from omce of both the incumbent:
. President.and Vice' President, -the “inierim” Prime  Minister shall
. .assume;all the pewem am:l responSIbeftres of Prime Mmrster under' ‘
S :'I;'Amcle VII as amended : o -

X ‘a“-
[ ' \

Sectzon 2 “Upon"‘ he eXpIranon of the term of the mcumbent

they are inconsistent.with:the: Parhamentary system of govemment, -

Represeritatives” shal! b¢ thanged to read as "Member[s] of

Sectlon 3 “Upon the expiratzon of athe term of the. mcumbents-

. A_Q{m' Dp Vou approve of the amendment
SR '::of Articleg Vi and VIl of the' 1987 Constitution,
ST ,_.‘ﬁj-I_changing ;he 'form of government from the
LN R present blcameral-presldsntual to.a unicamsral-‘
L L parliamentary syetem of ‘government, in order
‘dehieve - greater efficiency, simplicity and .
. -economy’in dovérmnment: ' and. providing'an
Cee D Addicle XVHI s Traitsitory, Provisions: for the

. .

o '.:,Pres:dent and Vice' Président, with -the' exception of Sections 1,
- 2,3/4,5,6,and Tof: Arf;éle VI ‘of the " 1987. Constitution.. which shall .
~ i ‘hereby be amended:- arid Sections: 18- and 24 -which “shall be
“deleted; all ather Sections of Arlicle -VI- are hereby retained and’
" .renUmbered sequeéntially-as Section 2, ad sériatim-up to 26, unfess - -

- in which ¢ase, they shall be: amended to conform with a unicameral
ﬁlpamamentary form of: government pmwded ‘however, that any and

<gll ‘references’: -therein " to." "Congress”, . “Senate”,  “House  of -
- Representatlves ‘and: "Houses of .Congress” shall be changed to.
~ read. “Porhament” that'any and all- reférences therein to "Member[s]
" of, .Congress”, "Senator[s]" OF .; "Member[s] ‘of the House of @ =

. ‘Pariiament”-angd any and ‘all’ réferences ‘to, the “President” and or ;
T "Actmg PreSIdent" shall be changed to nead "ane M:mstef’ X

zPres:dent and*Vice President; withthe exgeption of Sections1,2, 3~
;- and -4.of -Article Vil wof the. 1987 Consfltutton ‘which are hereby o

~ +amended andSections 7, 8, 9; 10, 11. and- 12 ‘which are hereby - -
" . deleted, all other Sections of ‘Article: VIl “shall -bé. retained. and =
*'. renumbered:sequentially'ds Sect:on 2 ad seriatim-up to' 14, unless’ =~
-ithey shall-be inconsistent with Sectmn 1 hereof, in which case they
.. shall be:deemed amended so &s .to conform to. a- umcameral
' *Paﬂ:alnenrafy System of govemment prov:ded however that any

g an- orderly transmon from the, ‘
L teral: _arhamentary form of government o
_‘XVIII e“'_tlad “Transltory Provlswns” which



SRR .+ Abstraet: Do you approve of the amendment
SN S i ol Articles Vi and Vi of the 1987 Conatitution,
N NN :changmg the “form of. government from -the

Cv L present brcameral-presudentlal to a unicameral-

g :parllamentary system’ of government, in order

. to achieve greater efﬁciency. simplicity and | ‘

. économy in--government, and 'providing an
3 " Article XVill ‘as Transitory Provisions for the
TR .orderly shift from one system to another? -

E T ' o - T v, .
S . . N . '601 .
' R -9 . )
. s . . -
. . . P . o

. and all references therern té "Cengress" "Senete” “House of
" Representatives™ and "Houses . of Congress” shall be changed to
read “Parframent"‘ that any and al[ references therein to “Membeér|s] ..
-of . Congress”,” “Senator[s]" - or “Member[s] of. -the. House of .
r Representatrves” “shall be . changed fo. reed as ‘Member(s] of
+ ' Parliament” and any and all references -to the “President” .and or

\ “Actrng Presrdent" shall be changed to reed “ane Mrnrster"

Sectlon 4 ( 1) Thare shall exrst upan the mhﬂr‘ahnn of these_
; amendments an interim Parliament which shall continue until the
' Members of -the regular Pariiament shall-have been elected and

shall” have. qualified. It shall. be composed of the incumbent
Members of the: Senate and the House' of Representatives and the
*.incumbent. Members of the Cabmet who are ‘heads .of executive
departments EREE ‘ : '

" ‘_ ' {2) T he mcumbent Vrce Presrdent shall automatrcally be a;; o
' Member of Paﬂrament until:noon of the thirtieth day of June 2010.

. He shall also be a member of: the. Cabinet-arid-shall head a ministry..

| .'He shall rnrtrally convene the :iterim- Paﬂrament and shall preside

. overits: se5sions for the electron of the interim Prime Mmrster and

“until the Speaker shall have-been. elected by a majority vote of all
+ the members of the. mtenm Parlrament from among themselves '

(3) Senators whoee term of off"oe ends in.2010 shall be

B Members of Parfrement unttl noon of the thrrtreth day of June 201 O

{4) W/thin forty-f ve days fmm ratrﬂcatmn of these

. amendients, the interim “Pariiament shall convene to propose .
. .amendments to, or revisions of; this Constitution consistent with the
* - principles ' of local. autonomy, decentrelrzehon and a strong.

: bureaucracy ' | D

(. “‘ v g

"Sectron 5. (1) The rncumbent Presrdeht who is. the Chief -

. Executive, shall nominate, ffom among the members of the interim

. Parliament, .an interim ane Minister, who. shall be elected by a -

- majority vote of the members thereof. The interim Prime Minister
‘shall-overses the various ministries and shall perform such powers
and. responsrbrhtres as may be delegated to hrm by the rncumbent
‘President.” ' :

,,,,,,,

(2 The inteﬂm Paﬂrament shall pmwae for. the electron of the .
" members .of Parliament, .which shall ‘be synchronized and -held

- similtaneously with the election- of-all local government offrcrals

Thereafter thﬁ duly efeoted ane Mmrsrer '-hall mntrnue fo-



bagtract: Do you approve of the amendmant
. -of Articies VIand Vi of the 1987 Constitution, .
*,chengmg ‘tha form of government from the
.. . present b:cemeral-presndentnal to a unicameral-
pariiamentary system of ‘government, in order -
‘to. .achieve greater efficlancy, simplicity and
. ‘economy.in govemment and - providing an
- Articlé” XVill- as. Transitory Provnswns for the

= prderly shcﬂ from one system to another?

exercise and perform the powers, duﬂes and respons:bmtles of the
. Interim. Prime . 'Minister until - the : exp:rat:on of the term of the
meumbent‘ Pres:dent and Vlce Pres:dent LB A

Y

. {_‘ .
7 These proposed amendments do not mfnnge on the constltutlonai_ L
"limltations set forth in-Sec. 2 Art XVH of the 1987 Constltutlon nelther are they

| ‘covered by, the exceptlons set forth in Repubhc Act No. 8735.

V ‘, ' N

8. The: foregoing propoSed amendments have been earlier substantlally

"endorsed and proposed by the Housa of Representatwes Committee on
i -Conetltutnonal Amehdments _and substantnally ‘recommended by the
. “Constltutlonal Consultatwe Commissjon Thus the Petmoners submlt for o

apprpval by the F:lipino people |n a pleblsclte to be called for the sald purpqse

| thefollpwingm . [ T o

S Pteg‘ esui‘on‘ :
.. "DO YOU APPROVE THE AMENDMENT OF . ARTICLES VI
AND VIl OF THE 1887 CONSTITUTION, 'CHANGING THE FORM
OF .- GOVERNMENT . 'FROM ' THE PRESENT BICAMERAL-!
PRESIDENTIAL TO.A: UNICAMERAL-PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM,
AND. PROVIDING ARTICLE XVIII'AS' TRANSITORY PROVISIONS

FOR THE ORDERLY SHIFT FROM ONE SYSTEM "TO-THE .
OTHER‘? |

9. The proposed amendment of Artlcles Vi and VII prov;dmg for a shift "

| Afrom the present blcameraI-Presldentaal government to a unicameral-

Parllamentary system will effect a mOre efﬁcnent mare economlcal and more



s S .‘. EE ‘, h:-‘ T 't‘ R f._r S ,' :
; - R gt_rg t Do you approve of ths amendment
oo ofArticles: Viiang: Vil of thé 1987 Canstntutlon
' feL 7 ehanging: the form: of government from’ the
! ; I i S e - present bicameral-presidential to a unicameral- ¢
R T R I o parliamentary system of government, in order .-
G T o S o Cachieve greater efficiency, . simphcrty ‘and
' ST T economy in government, and providing an
.- Arlicle XVIIl as: Transitory’ Provisions for the -
orderty shlﬂ frorn one system te another? b
St o ' . . ‘
g e o ' L
5 ”responsrve government The shn‘t from the bicameral to a unrcameral legrslature .
'-,f'wm do away wrth the trme-consumrng dupllcatuon of Iegrslatrve functlons and.. _

’ sxecutrve branches of govemment promote greater consensus and provnde
L faster and more deeisuve governmental actron It is for these reasons among .

a P ‘ R o S . B o : |
o WHEREFORE premrses censit:leredr lt rs most respectfully prayed that
| thts Honorahle Commresron on Eleotrons after dUe COnsrderatron and vern‘"catlon
issue an Order S o
1 Flndmg the Petrtrcbn to be suff'cnent pursuant to Sectlon 4 Artrcle XVII of';_' -
the1987 Constttutlon. o N

2 Drrectmg the pubhoation of the Petrtron in Frlrpmo and Englrsh at Ieast', ,.

twrce m newspapers of general and local crrculetlon and

3 Calhng a plebrscrte to be held not earlrer than srxty nor jater than ninety
days after the Cert”fcatlon by thls Honorable Comm:ssnon of the suffici iciency of
thrs Petltlon to allow the F:Irpmo peopte to express therr soverergn wrll on the,

1

proposmon | T T IS S ST U O

I.Iv ' , . I' v . ‘. ‘.t .‘ . Y . A . . ., v
~Manila, Philippines, = . - oo w0
EE \
.‘"‘J‘ :.‘ !



