
HEY, TUCSON!  DO YOU WELCOME  A.F.T.A.?

The Andean Free Trade Agreement talks are in our town this week, bringing hundreds
of delegates from Peru, Colombia, Ecuador, Bolivia, and the US to negotiate the
treaty.  AFTA aims to spread the forced economic model that the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) first introduced to Mexico, USA, and Canada in 1994.
AFTA will pave the way for the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA), first
introduced in 1994 to the 34 nations of North, Central and South America and the
Caribbean.  FTAA talks are currently stalled due to intense opposition from
Venezuela, Brazil, and other countries.  By getting weaker countries to sign regional
agreements, the US hopes to isolate Brazil and Venezuela, the only countries
economically powerful enough to stand up to its bullying.

While these treaties are described as �free trade� agreements, they actually serve to
protect the interests of investors, and have little to do with commerce.  These
treaties continue and expedite the deregulation and privatization of basic needs and
resources (even water!), deregulate currency trading, and lower tariffs, overriding
prior trade, environment, and labor laws won by individual sovereign nations.  They
further an economic model known as neo-liberalism that emphasizes short-term
economic growth above all else, through the export of what a country can
produce cheaply and the import of everything else.  Traditional models of sustainable
agriculture and local self-sufficiency are replaced by genetically modified cash crops
for sale on the volatile world market.  Farmers can be left penniless and hungry if
another country manages to produce their crop more cheaply.  The pattern is
similar in manufacturing.  Locally owned businesses are replaced by foreign-
controlled factories that are always willing to shut down if lower wages are
available elsewhere.  These industries extract local resources for the profit of
owners thousands of miles away, and abandon their workers when the pillaging is
complete.

Recent history shows that this is a doomed economic strategy.  Since the
imposition of NAFTA, Mexico�s foreign debt has increased 500%.  The price of basic
commodities has gone up by 560% while incomes have risen by only 100%.  The
deforestation rate in southern Mexico exceeds 633,00 hectares per year.  Water
table levlels in the Yaqui valley have dropped to 50% of pre-NAFTA levels.  Outward
migration has increased dramatically.  A tiny group of bankers, stock brokers, and
rich industrialists profit while the vast majority suffers.  AFTA would spread this
disaster to the Andean countries.

These trade agreements effect over a billion people’s lives directly, yet the
negotiations remain secret to regular people and their democratically elected
representatives.  The mainstream media routinely ignores the substance of the
agreements.  Politicians seldom speak about these issues.  Now is the time to take
our future into our own hands.  Educate yourself, educate others, and demand an end
to predatory economic policies.

March in opposition to the
AFTA:

Meet 3 pm at the UA Old Main building on the west
side of campus on Friday, the 3rd

www.NoAFTA.org
www.ftaaimc.org

www.recalca.org.co

The AFTA talks in Tucson were organized by Mary Okoye, director of Tucson
Intergovernmental Relations, and Kendell Bert, director of the Tucson Office of
Economic Development.  The meetings will take place at the Tucson Convention
Center at 260 S. Church Ave and the Radisson City Center at 181 W. Broadway.
Equipment for this event was supplied by Qwest, Verizon, and IBM at no cost.


